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BIGBURY & RINGMORE NEWS

COPY DEADLINES

15 Nov. for the December / January Issue
15 Jan. for the February/March Issue
15 Mar. for the April/May Issue
15 May. for the June/July Issue

FREE COPIES
Bigbury & Ringmore News is distributed free 
to 700 homes and businesses in the parishes 
of Bigbury and Ringmore.

ANNUAL DONATIONS
From supporters are welcome and needed!
Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to:
The Treasurer, Bigbury News, Long Easton, 
Easton, TQ7 4AN.
OR  BACS details - Name: Bigbury News
Sort Code: 30-99-12  Account: 29305568
Ref: DONATION

FREE DOWNLOADS
from our website at 

www.bigburynews.com

DISCLAIMER 
Bigbury & Ringmore News and Editor cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or inconvenience 
caused by any inaccurate information contained 
within this magazine. 
Please contact the relevant party directly to confi rm 
the details of any information or event. 
Inclusion of a business advertisement does not 
imply a recommendation by Bigbury News or the 
Editor. 
Please take up references of previous clients or 
customers before enlisting the services or products 
advertised herein. 

Editor and Design: Jennie Linzell bigburynewseditor@gmail.com   
Treasurer and Advertising: Henry Wainwright henry.wainwright52@gmail.com 

Distribution Manager: Dane Vanstone 
Thank you to all of our volunteer distributors in Bigbury and Ringmore.

SIGN UP 
To a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter about local events and alerts, via 
email. Please complete the on-line form at www.bigburynews.com or 

contact the BNZD Editor: henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
ADVERTISE LOCAL EVENTS

Send your event posters to the BNZD editor. Events in the South Hams 
are also promoted.

Front Page Photo credits
Top: Nancy Singleton
Middle: Helen Buick
Bottom:Mike Wynne-Powell
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Hello wonderful Readers,

As the leaves start turning and the evenings 
draw in, there’s something special about 
this time of year. Autumn seems to invite 
us to slow down a little, enjoy the colour all 
around us, and maybe even dig out the woolly 
jumpers!

Here in our Parishes, autumn is also a time of 
gathering — whether it’s harvest celebrations, 
community events, or simply catching up with 
neighbours over a cup of something warm. It’s 
a season that reminds us of the importance of 
thankfulness, for both the big blessings and 
the small everyday ones.

In this edition, you’ll fi nd news about the Ringmore Fair; St Lawrence’s 
Flower Festival, the South Hams Vintage Rally and a villager receiving an 
award (I’ll leave you to fi nd that article). There are lots of updates, and plenty 
to look forward to as we step into these autumn days together. 

I hope it brings a smile, a bit of inspiration, and perhaps even an excuse to 
take fi ve minutes’ peace with a hot drink while you read.

All the best.
Jennie Linzell
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Valerie Scott   01548 810336

valeriescott@bigbury.net

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Heather Hinkley    07876 522934

heather.hinckley@sky.com

BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle   01548 810719

RINGMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Heather Hinkley    07876 522934

heather.hinckley@sky.com

BIGBURY HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington   01548 810023

BIGBURY COFFEE MORNING
Jean Wright   01548 810029 

Yvonne Klidjian
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com

BIGBURY COMMUNITY CHOIR
Apple Taylor 

appletaylor72@gmail.com

RINGMORE TABLE TENNIS
Richard Baker

Richard.baker@totease.uk

BIGBURY TABLE TENNIS
Angie Bond 811131
Janie Grace 811122

SHORT MAT BOWLS
Caroline Brocklehurst 

caroline.brocklehurst65@gmail.com

JU JITSU
Eoin Murphy

sigmurphy@outlook.com

FIT TO GO
Jill Gubbins 01548 810 651

gubbinsjill@gmail.com

YOGA
Stephen Harding

07400 417849

SOCIAL GROUPS

MODBURY HEALTH CENTRE
Poundwell Meadow
Modbury PL21 0QI

01548 830666
www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

MODBURY PHARMACY
5 Broad St

Modbury PL21 0PS
01548 830215

www.modburypharmacy.co.uk

If you are running a social group that you’d like to be included, please 
contact the editor at bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

Could you spare a few hours for 
the Modbury Caring Befriending 
Service? 

Or perhaps you feel that you, your-
self would benefi t from a few hours 
a week from a Befriender?  

Find out more from the Befriending 
Coordinator:
Sheila Harrison  
Tel: 07554 997140 
modburycaring@gmail.com  
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Chair: Henry Wainwright 
cllrhwainwright.bigburypc@gmail.com

01548 810991 

Vice Chair: David Molesworth 
cllrdmolesworth.bigburypc@gmail.com

01548 810178

Councillors:
Cathy Case   01548 810079

cllrccase.bigburypc.@gmail.com

Johnathon Fish
cllrjfish.bigburypc@gmail.com

Hazel Marshall
cllrhmarshall.bigburypc@gmail.com

Valerie Scott   01548 810336
cllrscott.bigburypc@gmail.com

Stuart Watts  07802 732368
cllrswatts.bigburypc@gmail.com

Parish Clerk:
Ian Bramble

clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Minutes of all Parish Council meetings 

can be viewed in the three parish 
Notice Boards at: 

- Holywell Stores, Bigbury 
- Unwind Salon, Bigbury

- Bus Shelter, Bigbury-on-Sea

They are also on the Bigbury 
Community website: 

www.bigburycommunity.co.uk

RINGMORE PARISH COUNCIL

Chair: Michael Campbell
cllrmcampbell.ringmorepc@outlook.com 

07796 268851

Vice Chair: Christopher Eddy
cllrcjeddy.ringmorepc@gmail.com

07785 527513

Councillors:
Michael Hyde

mhyderingmorepc@gmail.com
07501 336897

Andrew King
cllrandiking.ringmorepc@gmail.com

07855 829936

Helen Kent
cllrhkentw.ringmorepc@outlook.com

Mike Wood
cllrmwood.ringmorepc@gmail.com

07483 353887

Parish Clerk:
Ian Bramble

ringmorepc@gmail.com

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Minutes of all Parish Council meetings 

can be viewed in the parish Notice 
Boards at:

- The bus stop in Ringmore
- Below the Nisa shop.

They are also on the Ringmore Parish 
Council website:

www.ringmoreparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/ringmorepc

Community
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

Bringing the Community 
Together

Firstly, I hope you’ve all had a great 
Summer.

At the Hall we’ve been planning 
our Autumn/Winter programme. 
The first event, which at the time of 
writing is yet to take place, was a 
return visit from top locally based 
folk duo Harbottle and Jonas. 
Tickets are selling well.

We have two events in November. 
The first is the latest in our ever 
popular series of Film and Food 
Nights, on the 13th. This time 
the film is The Penguin Lessons, 
starring Steve Coogan and 
Jonathan Pryce. This 2024 comedy 
has only recently been released in 
cinemas and is the story of a British 
teacher rescuing a distressed 
penguin in Argentina and their 
subsequent adventures. As usual, 
entry is free; just bring a plate of 
food to share and your own drinks.

The second is a Villages in Action 
event, No One is Listening, a 
production by master story 
teller Vic Llewellyn, on the 29th. 
Drawing on the traditions of ghost 
stories, and his own distinctive 
comic style, Vic weaves a semi-
autobiographical tale of haunted 
journeys, lost friends and the slow 
unraveling of memory. At its heart is 
an actor facing the loss of his most 
treasured possession: his memory. 
Look out for ticket details in Bigbury 
Drums.

The last event before Christmas is a 
Wine Tasting Evening on December 
5th, presented by Dane Vanstone 
together with Mike Poynter and 
Cathy Harrington. Tickets are £15, 
including delicious finger food. 
Again, further details will appear in 
Bigbury Drums nearer the time.

Charles Harrington Tel: 810023
Email: charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Calendar of Events for October-November 2025

Day & Time Activity Organiser Contact No

Mon 15:45-17:00 Table Tennis Angie Bond
Janie Grace

811131
811122

Tues 07:00-08:00 Exercise Class Jessica 07805 895592

Tues 19:00 Community Choir Apple Taylor appletaylor72@gmail.com

Wed 10:30-12:00
(1st Wed of month)

Community Coffee 
Morning

Jean Wright
Yvonne Klidjian

810029
810971

Wed 19:30
(2nd Wed of month)

Parish Council Ian Bramble (Clerk) 855712

Thur 09:30-10:30
        10:50-11:30

Pilates
Strong & Steady
(Plus Tea & chat)

Jill Gubbins 810651

Thur 13 November
19:00

Film & Food Night
The Pengin Lessons

Angie Bond 811131

Sat 29 November
19:30

No One is Listening Jill Gubbins 810651
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4 October
The River Summit
Kingsbridge Community College
10am onwards

12 October
Harvest Festival
St Lawrence Church
11am

12 October
Harvest Lunch
Bigbury Memorial Hall
1.00pm

13 October
Winter Soup Lunch
Ringmore WI Hall
12 noon - 2.00pm

23 October
Faith Under Fire
Ringmore WI Hall
7.30pm

31 October
Church Cleaning
All Hallows Church
10.00am - 12.00pm

31 October
Live Music - Lady Stardust
The Pickwick Inn
8.00pm

3 November
Winter Soup Lunch
Ringmore WI Hall
12 noon - 2.00pm

9 November 
DEADLINE for Christmas Card
Entries please

9 November
Remembrance Day Service
(joint for Bigbury, Kingston & Ring-
more)
All Hallows Church
10.40am

13 November
Film & Food Night 
The Penguin Lessons
Bigbury Memorial Hall

13 November
Talk by Emma Cunnis
Ringmore WI Hall
7.00pm

What’s On
19 November
Ringmore History Society AGM
Ringmore WI Hall
7.30pm

21 November
Live Music - The Mojoes
The Pickwick Inn
7.00 pm

28 November
Church Cleaning
All Hallows Church
10.00am - 12.00pm

29 November
No One is Listening - Vic Llewellyn
Bigbury Memorial Hall

5 December
Wine Tasting
Bigbury Memorial Hall



6

10.30 - 12.00

Wednesday 1 October
Supporting 

South Hams Hospital League of Friends

Wednesday 5 November
Supporting Kingsbridge Age Concern

Are you passionate about Devon’s heritage? Have a
few hours a week to spare, enjoy working with

others, and have a good eye for detail?

The Devon Rural Archive (DRA), set on the beautiful Shilstone
estate near Modbury, is looking for volunteers -  especially on
Saturdays and Sundays. You could be welcoming visitors, helping
with research, shelving and organising collection items, or
cataloguing new acquisitions. Travel expenses are paid, and
volunteers enjoy a discount in our Café. Get in touch to join us.

D E V O N  R U R A L  A R C H I V E

Contact: archive@shilstonedevon.co.uk

VOLUNTEER WITH US!
Morning Market and Café

Every Tuesday in the Kingston Reading Room

Run by the community for the community

Open 10.30am to 12.30pm
Teas/coffee/squash/biscuits/free smile and chat

Need a present? 
Locally handmade gifts available as follows:

Lynne with fresh cakes and scones
Bigbury Bay breads

Shioya with eggs and potatoes
Molly with her organic tomatoes and flowers

Carole Walters with chutneys and jams
Tina with organic soaps and creams

Jacky with resin jewellery
Louise with woodwork

Phil with jewellery
Kim and Lesley with cards

Anyone wanting a table
contributes 10% of their takings to the Reading Rooms

For further information 
Please contact: Tina on 07796 975291

All Welcome

 

                                                                                   

          Ringmore Women’s Institute

A talk by Emma Cunnis, Dartmoor’s Daughter

Sacred Landscape - Natural Features and Our
Relationship With them

                                           'Photo Credit: Dartmoor’s Daughter.'

Thursday, 13th November 2025 at 7:30pm
WI Meeting at 7:00pm

Members: Free Entry
     Non-Members: £5 Entry (includes tea/coffee/biscuits)

Wine will be available to purchase

Indigenous people around the world consider sacred the mountains, rivers, springs, and other 
natural features. Perhaps the extraordinary tors of Dartmoor were similarly revered before the 

building of stone circles and rows. We will explore the different shapes of tors, the stories 
associated with them, as well as the monuments that were built around them, some of which still 

exist to this day including Tor Cairns; Neolithic Tor Enclosures; deliberately Propped Stones; 
and more.
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At their meeting last Wednesday, Bigbury 
Parish Council agreed to give £500 to 
B&RN — every little helps! 

We’ve also asked Ringmore Parish 
Council for a contribution, though a 
smaller one in line with their circulation.

Community

BIGBURY COFFEE MORNING

On Wednesday 6th August we raised £350 for the Devon Air 
Ambulance. Ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances 
need Devon Air Ambulance to reach and treat them rapidly.  
Their crews are ready to respond with pilots, paramedics 
and doctors, by air or by road.

On Wednesday 3rd September we raised £343 for St Luke’s 
hospice. It was lovely to have Anna present who told us 
about the wonderful work the hospice do-even arranging a 
Wedding! With support from the hospice, families can focus 
on spending precious time together, creating special mem-
ories. Crucially, too their help does not end when someone 
has died they provide bereavement support for their loved 
ones for as long as they need it.

Many thanks to everyone who supported us and gave so 
generously. 

We look forward to seeing you between 10.30 & noon on 
Wednesday 1st October when we will be supporting South 
Hams Hospital League of Friends and on Wednesday 5th 
November it will be Kingsbridge Age Concern.

Best wishes Jean, Yvonne & the team.

Public Consultation

Bigbury’s Neighbourhood Plan

Five-year Review

Neighbourhood planning provides the opportunity for 
communities to set out a positive vision for how they want 
their community to develop over the next 10, 15, 20 years 
in ways that meet identifi ed local need and make sense for 
local people.  As needs and circumstances change there 
is a need to review and adapt the NHP.  Bigbury’s NHP 
was published in 2020 and has had numerous positive 
outcomes e.g. the aff ordable housing development at 
Holywell Meadow.  After fi ve years it is time to review the 
plan.

What is changing?  In recent years, South Hams District 
Council declared a housing crisis and also a climate 
change and biodiversity emergency.  On a very local level 
our churchyard is full and nowhere to bury our dead.  There 
is limited car parking for church events and no toilet.  How 
should these impact on our NHP?

Members of the public are invited to review and comment 
on Bigbury’s Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Five-
year review.  Please leave your comments on the Bigbury 
Community website, email or write to the parish clerk by 
Friday 24 October 2025.

https://bigburycommunity.co.uk/
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com
Ian Bramble 3 Manor Park, Devon, TQ7 1BB.
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                                                                                       CHURCH NEWS
 All Hallows

Gill Snook 07563 663410 Allison 
Wynne-Powell

07778 937087

Mary Wilson 830280 Debbie Moseley 07570 804796

Gill Tomlin 810028 Yvonne Turpin 810798

Heather Hinkley 714631 Rosemary Piercy 07562 231617

Mary Naylor 07792 538138

CHURCH CLEANING

This is undertaken on the last Friday of each month from 
10.00 until about mid-day. Very many thanks to all who 
give up their time to keep All Hallows looking neat, tidy and 
polished! If anyone would like to come and help you will be 
more than welcome. 

The next dates are Friday 31 October and Friday 28 
November.

New Vicar

Interviews for the new Vicar of the Modbury Mission 
Community would have taken place on 25th September. 
By the publication of Bigbury and Ringmore Newsletter 
we should be receiving notification whether the process 
has been successful and who has been selected. Exciting 
times.

Glebe Land Ringmore

All Hallows Church is sorry for the way the Glebe Land 
has been marketed. This was instigated and managed 
by the Diocese of Exeter. All Hallows had no input to the 
process nor will it directly benefit from its sale. It has been 
prompted by challenging financial conditions within the 
Diocese.

Remembrance Service

This year, on Sunday 9th November, the joint 
Remembrance Day Service for the parishes of Bigbury
Kingston and Ringmore will be held at All Hallows Church 
Ringmore. The service which will start at 10.40am will be 
led by Licensed Lay Minister Joyce Howitt, and will include 
the reading of the Rolls of Honour of the three parishes, 
the Silence at 11.00am and the laying of wreaths by the 
Memorial window. Refreshments will be served in the 
church after the service. Parking will be available in a
nearby field or if you a National Trust member in the 
Arymer Cove National Trust car park.

All Hallows Prayer Group

From time to time, most of us feel the need for prayer 
(whether or not we go to Church). If anyone has a prayer 
request, they can phone one of the numbers listed below 
and give details of the request (as much or as little detail as 
they wish) That person will contact other members of the 
chain so that a number of people are offering the prayer on 
behalf of the individual. Confidentiality is always
maintained.

Cafe Church - Supplied by Mike Wynne-Powell

                                                                                              CHURCH NEWS
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                                                                                       CHURCH NEWS
  St Lawrence Matters

                                                                                              CHURCH NEWS

Well, a busy summer at St Lawrence – you will read 
about the bells rung for VJ Day and the Flower Festival 
elsewhere, but just to record the PCC’s huge thanks to 
the bell ringing team, and Jean, Hilary and Dane for their 
production of the festival, and of course all the contributors 
to that weekend’s resounding success, both in drawing 
people in to discover our wonderful parish church and in 
raising over £6,000! Roses came from Kenya, courtesy 
of Henry and Louise Wainwright’s links, highlighting the 
Diocesan connections there. WELL DONE ALL. 

By the time you read this, a six man jazz band from 
Holland will have given a free concert in the church, again 
thanks to Henry’s jazz club connections, do hope you 
came and enjoyed the music! We may also have chosen a 
new vicar – interviews were being held in late September – 
watch this space! Archdeacon Dettmer led a service at St 
Lawrence on August 3rd and apparently commented to our 
churchwarden Bryan Carson afterwards, what a pleasure 
it had been to have been able to chat with congregation 
members over tea after – free refreshments and chat 
time to catch up on news is one of St Lawrence’s quiet 
strengths! 

During the summer, Mike Farley, of Farley Organ Builders 
of Budleigh Salterton, helped by Peter Cook and John 
Scott, removed the pipe organ at Kingsbridge Baptist 
Church to safe storage in his workshop, again much 
gratitude to the Baptist Church for their help in this matter. 
A Faculty (Diocesan planning permission) has been 
submitted and once approved work will start to refurbish 
and install the organ in St Lawrence, although unfortunately 

that’ll probably be towards next Easter now. Even though 
that seems a long way off , we are always keen to hear from 
people interested in playing the organ or piano for services, 
whether on a regular basis or not, so please do contact a 
PCC member. 

A Quintennial Inspection (church MOT) is programmed 
for early October. We expect the church architect to be 
impressed by all the improvements that have happened – 
with your support – since 2020! 

The Harvest Festival service at St Lawrence will be at 11 
a.m. on Sunday 12th October, followed by a lunch at 1 
p.m. at Bigbury Memorial Hall. Please see the poster and 
call Jean Wright on 810029 to book in, by 9th October. 
Don’t forget to bring your own drink and glasses. 

Sunday 9th November will see the joint Bigbury, Ringmore 
and Kingston Remembrance Service held at All Hallows, 
Ringmore, this year, please arrive by 10.45 a.m. and 
perhaps share cars.

Please contact bell captain Henry 810991 or churchwarden 
Bryan 810926 if you wish to ring or to learn. St Lawrence’s 
services continue generally at 11 a.m. with curate Rev Oli 
Long, readers Gil Snook and Joyce Howitt, supported by 
other local clergy. Everyone is most welcome at our friendly 
services, we look forward to seeing you! 

Vic & Jill Gubbins 
01548 810651 
gubbinsjill@gmail.com         www.bigburynews.com/church
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When Jean asked me over two years ago to help organise 
a flower festival at St Lawrence I had no idea what would 
be involved or how we would go about it. Now that it is 
sadly all over I look back and remember what an incredible 
experience it was.

So many of the community came forward to help and the 
creativity and planning that took place was astounding. 
What was at the beginning a “scary” project became, dare 
I say it “ enjoyable “ ! 

On Thursday 7th August the church was full of lovely 
ladies, some with husbands in tow, (to help with the final 
tweaking). We were knee deep in foliage, buckets of 
flowers were everywhere, it was pouring with rain and we 
wondered how on earth we would be finished by Friday 
morning. Suddenly the church became calm, we were 
done ! For weeks Jean and I had said to each other “ It’ll 
be fine “ - and it was ! Months of fundraising, meetings, 
annoying pings on WhatsApp paid off. The church looked 
stunning, several of us felt overwhelmed and tears were 
shed.

We can’t thank everyone enough for their time creativity 
and patience during the last few chaotic days leading 
up to the festival, from flower arrangers tea and coffee 
ladies, washer-uppers and many more , we can’t thank 
you enough ! One special mention has to go to Dane who 
braved the traffic and roundabouts to put up and take done 
the many signs that were spotted everywhere.

Hilary

The flower festival was supported by a range of home and visiting bell ringers.  Every morning the Bigbury bell ringers 
opened the festival at 10 am with about 30 minutes of ringing.  On Friday we were delighted to enjoy the ringing of a 
band that came from Cornwood and rang between 11 and 12 noon.  On Saturday morning we had an open session 
where visitors and novices were allowed to “have a go”.  Between 20 and 30 had a go and this session lasted a good 2 
hours.  In the afternoon on Saturday bell ringers from other local towers joined in ringing the bells and this included ring-
ers from Newton Ferrers, Yealmpton, Cornwood, Modbury and Ermington.  On Sunday the ringers brought the festival to 
a close with ringing immediately before Evensong at 6 pm.

Henry - Captain of the Bigbury Bell Ringers

                                                                             	    Community-Flower Festival held at
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                                                                             	    Community-Flower Festival held at
The Flower & Festival surpassed all my expectations and 
was a resounding success bringing together the whole 
community.

It was just mind blowing with the wonderful, imaginative 
and inspirational displays-the welcoming wellington boots, 
oranges and lemons Bells of St Clements in the porch, 
Lady Lavinia ringing the bell for tea at the font, ding dong 
merrily on high (heaven) in Court Chapel, hand bells at the 
pulpit, Wedding Bells in the Chancel, bicycle bell at the 
lectern, Tinkerbell in the Lady Chapel with the ships bell to 
name but a few. 

Plus the crochet garden, Lego flowers, crape paper flowers 
of the Sally ho’s and the embroidered bees and bells. 
People were able to listen to the bells being rung on all 
three days of the festival and Miriam Bennett singing at 
lunchtime on Saturday and Sunday.
The festive closed with sung Evensong-many thanks to the 
choir and Olly for a lovely service.

I initially asked Hilary to help and she together with 
Jane have spearheaded the wonderful fantastic flower 
arrangers, refreshment helpers, bakers and the generous 
people of the parishes who allowed us to raid their gardens 
for flowers and greenery and of course the Penta flowers 
from Kenya.

Our greatest accolade was from some of the Cornwood 
flower arrangers, saying our festival was on par with theirs !
Many compliments were received saying it was the best 
festival they had seen, hence it was well worth waiting 25 
years from the last one here ! Raising a magnificent sum of 
£6073-50 which will go towards the much needed toilet at 
St Lawrence. 

Thank you all for your splendid support.

Jean

St Lawrence Church, Bigbury
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                                                                                   Modbury Mission Community

Vicar: (Vacant)

Curate: The Revd Oli Long (732007: not Saturday)

Readers: Joyce Howitt (07929 117397). Gil Snook (07563 663410). Michael Tagent (Emeritus)

Website: www.modburyteam.org

CHURCH SERVICES 
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2025

Is there room in the inn today?                                    Michael Tagent

You can’t stay ‘ere” said the man in the doorway, and muttered “illegal immigrants” under his breath.  Many years later, 
after the baby had been born – in a pub – and had grown into a young man, he began to face other cruel realities of life.  
He was a realist but stood fi rmly for what he believed.  He had revolutionary ideas but no one seemed to listen to him, 
and even if they did, they chose to reject what he was saying as being too uncomfortable. He was prepared to go with-
out the accepted commodities of life to share his good news, but still people weren’t impressed.

Instead they turned against him with increasing hatred but still he wouldn’t retaliate, and in their mad fervour to get rid of 
this nuisance they planned to do away with him.  And so they did.

The old ladies were shocked at this senseless murder and, indeed, all the violence in the country.  The law was con-
cerned that gang warfare might become rampant.  The town Councils were becoming worried with the housing situation. 
The humanists shuddered when they saw man’s inhumanity to man.  There was so much violence and unrest in the 
world; where had love and peace gone?  So, delegates from all over the world came together for a summit conference to 
plan what they would do.  They talked, as is the custom in these situations, and fi nally came to a conclusion: they would 
make a formal complaint to God.  A spokesman was chosen who accurately represented their feelings.  

As the last words fell from his lips a deathly silence fell among the delegation.  The silence grew longer as each one real-
ized that Jesus Christ, God himself, had been born a baby in an overcrowded inn 2000 years ago; that he knew exactly 
what it felt like to be a man, misunderstood and rejected, but who planned it all, even his own death, that by it people’s 
debt to God could be paid in full, bringing peace and joy to everyone who believed in what he had done.
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                                                                                   South Hams Vintage Rally
South Hams Vintage Machinery 
Club was originally formed in 1974 
by a group of people who wanted to 
show others their collection of old 
machinery.  They were enthusiasts 
who were passionate about keeping 
old traditions alive.  The idea was to 

hold a rally in the local area and allow the public to come 
and watch them working their machinery.  To start with it 
was a one day event but as it became more popular it grew 
to what we see today, a two day working rally for all to 
enjoy.  

Over the years the club also expanded and started to off er 
its members diff erent events throughout the year, including 
the very popular Spring Rally, road runs, Christmas Crank 
Up and evening social meetings which run monthly 
throughout the winter.  The clubs membership now has 
members of all ages and from all walks of life.  You don’t 
have to be old to be part of the vintage machinery club!  
Each year the club is proud to raise money for local 
charities and it is estimated that since the club formed 
in excess of £50,000 has been raised for much needed 
charities.

This years rally was a great success, the weather was kind 
(which is not always the case!) Attendance was high and 
the exhibits were plentiful.  The working fi elds showed 
the ploughing engines in motion, the very popular horse 
drawn ploughs, vintage combines and binders at work 
side by side as well as the Thrasher showing us how it 
used to be done.  In the main rally fi eld there was also 
plenty to see, from pets corner, lawn mower racing, trade 
and craft and the static Stationary Engine exhibits along 
with the vintage cars, bikes and commercials.  The tractor 
and crawler exhibits are always popular and numbers 
can reach well over 100. In the main ring we try to off er 
the public something to watch all day, this year there 
was a working hay making demonstrations and the ever 
popular dog show and agility display.  This year we were 
also very lucky to have one of Bigbury’s very own, farmer 
John Tucker and Callum Linzell, giving us a vegetable 
planting demonstration. The club was very grateful to 
John and Callum for giving up their time to put on this very 
interesting display.   

If you want to fi nd out more about the club please visit our 
website www.shvmv.co.uk or follow us on Facebook to 
keep up to date with our events. 
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The Ringmore Fair in aid of Devon Air Ambulance was again a great success blessed with excellent 
weather throughout. Many thanks go to the many volunteers for their help and support for a large range 
of activities over three days. Particular thanks go to Anna Bennett for use of her field with a beautiful 
backdrop, Carol and Dudley Hext for allowing car parking in their field; all those involved with the 
marquees, Mike Wood for floodlights, the Ringmore Parish Council, Bernard Taylor, Ian Dodimead and 
Ali Soper, Steve Chapman, Chris Eddy, Jem Deverson and Liz Andrews, Dane Vanstone, Patrick and 
Diddie Sims, Colin and Sarah Barford, Mike Wynne-Powell, Caroline Brocklehurst, Rod Street, Paul 
Morhan, Nigel Fuller and Mary and Richard Goggin. Special thanks go to all those involved in the 
smooth running of the bar: Jem, Liz and Hebe Andrews, Mike Campbell, Richard Kent, Michael Hyde, 
Liz Pawsey, Chris, Tim Hewlett, Richard Yorke, and Helen Kent and Lynn Parker for keeping the 
Pimm’s flowing. Huge thanks to the many villagers (Ella Dodds, Madeleine Capps, Kate Snook, Sarah 
Long, Sally Longley, Yvonne Turpin, Ann Bracey, Carol Hext, Sally Errett, Mary Wilson, Ann White, 
Jane Baker, Susie Milne-Smith, Paula Hewlett, Avril Eaves, Judith Woodings, Carol O’Reilly, Sarah 
Hitchmough, Emily King, Amanda Campbell, Alain) who made excellent cakes and scones. 
The Saturday night Ceilidh was well attended with about 150 dancing to the Ringmore Band led by 
Diddie and enjoying a hog roast provided by Lidstone’s. Many thanks to Conor of the Journey’s End 
who donated the vegetarian option, to those companies and individuals who donated raffle prizes for 
the draw and to Terry South who helped sell the tickets. 
On the Sunday Morning 20 adults and 12 children attended a Café Church led by Gil and Kate Snook 
with Craig Manning on keyboard. The children enjoyed activities organised by Yvonne Turpin, Mary 
Wilson and Alison Wynne-Powell. Free croissants and coffee were provided. 
About 70 people attended an afternoon of listening and dancing to Louise Parker’s Swing Sextet with 
introductory dance workshops led by Lindy Hop teachers Jarl Bennett and Ellie Graham, the dance 
floor was full, and a fun time was had by all. Thanks to Anna and Alain for providing food for the band 
and teachers. 
On Bank Holiday Monday hundreds of people attended the Fete, and thanks go to those who manned 
the gate: Chris, Patrick, Colin, Kathy Pratt, Anton Hext, Annie Pawsey and Gil. Cream teas were 
enjoyed whist listening to Apple Taylor’s Sea shanty singers. Huge thanks to Tracy Hyde, Yvonne 
Turpin, Judith Woodings, Kate Snook and Emma Yorke who worked tirelessly on the cream teas. A 
catering van run by Melaine Hamer provided delicious burgers and sausages and Ray Minchinton 
provided Langage ice-creams. Inside the marquee were 15 stalls showcasing local produce and crafts. 
Face painting was provided by Laura and Amber Butt. Thanks to Jane and Richard Baker for running 
the Tombola. Traditional games were provided outside by Diddie and Patrick with helpers Paul and 
Mary Naylor, Caroline Brocklehurst, Paula Hewlett and the Barford family. Thanks to Andy King and 
Andrew Hitchmough for running the team games culminating in the famous egg throwing competition. 
And, finally, thanks to all those who simply filled any gaps in support, as and when needed, helping to 
ensure the smooth running of the event, especially the Barford family. 
Accounts have not been finalised so I cannot give a final amount raised for Devon Air Ambulance but 
thank you for everyone’s generosity to help make this a successful 3-day event. There was a great 
atmosphere over the whole weekend, and it was wonderful to see so many people of all ages having 
fun in the sunshine! 
        Event organiser Heather Hinkley 
 
 

 

                                                                             	    Ringmore Fair                                                                                        
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Bigbury Church Bells mark VJ Day

On Friday 15 August the country marked VJ day in numerous ceremonies up 
and down the country to pay tribute to those involved in the second world war.  
The ringing of church bells are an important means by which such events are 
commemorated.  In Bigbury’s small way a round of ringing was undertaken at 12.05 
hrs, after the 2 minute silence that was held across the nation.  Ours was a much 
more modest affair in comparison to the Exeter Cathedral ringers who rang a full peal 
involving 5,040 changes at Salcombe Holy Trinity Church that lasted over 3 hours.

The use of the “V” as a symbol of resistance became widespread throughout the 
Allied forces.  Originally Victor de Laveleye, a Belgian radio producer, who saw this 
as unifying the Flemish and French speakers. He picked “V” because it was the first 
letter of the French word Victoire (victory) and the Flemish word Vrijheid (freedom). In January 1941, he encouraged 
the people of Belgium to paint a “V” on everything possible. This was their symbol for standing up to the Germans.  
In Morse code, “V” is dot-dot-dot-dash, or three short clicks and one long.  People equated it with the opening of 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony which has the identical phrase though clearly Beethoven composed his fifth long before 
Morse code was invented. That four-note motif was played on the timpani before every BBC wartime broadcast to 
Europe.  This opening sequence (dot-dot-dot-dash) can also be played on church bells and Bigbury ringers had a go 
ringing the Treble, Second, Third and Tenor in that timing on VJ Day.

                                                                                   

                                                                                   Community

We are pleased to share with you a recent submission from one of our readers, Henry James. His thoughtful letter 
arrived after our August/September edition, and we’re delighted to feature it here.

As always, this page is open to the voices of our readership. If you have reflections, opinions, or even brief notes you’d 
like to contribute, we encourage you to send them along. While space is sometimes limited, I will do my best to include 
as many letters as possible in future editions.

Your perspectives help enrich the conversation and keep this community vibrant—so please don’t hesitate to take part!

cause a nuisance. We use things such 
as Base-Dampers, Acoustic Panels etc 
that also act as furniture too. If you own 
a property there are sound dampeners 
that can be used in lofts etc. In places 
that have neighbours above them there 
are sound proof matting that helps stop 
the sound of televisions etc being heard 
meaning sound can be contained.

Here where we live, often we get noise 
from the Pickwick Pub and at times 
groups at Chaplecombe Camping Site 
playing all manner of instruments along 
with singalongs.

We generally accept such noise as one 
of those things, we find by avoiding 
complaints about others we have a 
peaceful life. However we ourselves 
always especially at night, ensure our 
windows, doors etc are kept closed,a 
void sound usage in rooms next to 
neighbours partition walls. It means 
the use of our home is restrictive, but 

RE: Issue 490

Found the article on road safety 
interesting, would have been helpful 
to promote safety on children playing 
in the roads, it seems to be a past time 
in most residential streets and lanes. 
Years ago playing in streets was safer, 
vehicles were louder, could be heard 
further away, vehicles including petrol 
etc have become much quieter meaning 
risks have increased, sadly legislation 
has not caught up meaning children are 
at greater risk of harm from possible 
accidents. WE will have to wait til 
Parliament introduces the much needed 
control ensuring that parents also 
are held accountable if rules are not 
followed.

On Night-Time-Noise, there are things 
that can be purchased to help restrict 
the spread of sound. Keeping windows 
closed too blocking caps that would 
otherwise allow sound molecules to 

Letter to the Editor

we must ensure we use professional 
products to stop sound pollution. Sadly 
we do hear our other neighbours, as we 
do not get on with them it is safer not to 
complain including loud parties that do 
come from their homes.

Also, the Council Environmental 
Department have equipment to help 
measure noise, in the past we have 
asked neighbours if they are willing to 
have monitoring equipment to establish 
facts, so all parties affected with noise 
can adjust including obtaining any 
sound proofing equipment can be 
obtained. Sound problems can always 
be resolved provided we know all facts. 
People have to pull and work together 
to resolve issues in a balanced healthy 
and peaceful way, complaints are 
not always the way. Together we can 
survive.

Hope this helps.
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Belles in the Tower

For a long time, bell ringing has been a male preserve.  You only have to look at the photograph of Bigbury bell ringers 
in 1960 to see all the ringers were men.  One of Bigbury’s first women ringers was Ellen Bardens who was ringing in the 
1970s however that was more an exception than the rule.  Fast forward to today and at least 50% of the regular ringers 
are ladies at Bigbury.  However, a constant feature of the bell ringing community is the camaraderie and the willingness 
to help.  Well on Sunday 27 July, when Kingston said they were a bit short of ringers for their Sunday service a couple of 
Bigbury belles went along to help ring out.  Unusually all the ringers were ladies so on that morning Kingston bell tower 
was definitely a place where angels feared to tread! 

Kingston belles.  L to R. Ann Sibley, Anne Kane (Bigbury),  Gail Rogers, Louise Wainwright (Bigbury), Katherine Harding and Helen Mayhew

                                                                                   Community

In Memory of Carol Pink

I expect many of you will remember Carol Pink who lived on Ringmore 
Drive in Bigbury on sea. She had been at Kahala Court Residential Home in 
Kingsbridge since 2016 and it was there that she passed away in August.  
Carol and I had been close friends since she moved to Bigbury with her 
husband Keith in 1995, but in fact our families had been linked well before 
then. Her parents moved to Kingsbridge in 1936 when Carol was four, and 
her father became the minister at the Baptist Church in the town. During the 
war the family took my father in when he had been given compassionate 
leave from the army. My dad’s parents had been killed in a bombing raid in 
Kingsbridge in January 1943, their jeweller’s shop was a direct hit, it was 
where the Royal Mail sorting office is now.  There was nothing left, and he had 
no family.  In fact, Carol’s father assisted at the marriage service of my parents 
in Worthing with Carol being Mum’s bridesmaid. See photo.   

After Carol and Keith moved down to Bigbury on Sea, we quickly formed our 
friendship. She loved coming to church with me and being able to worship at 
the same place as when she was growing up. She also joined in the Church 
house group meeting up at the farm. For Carol, her Christian faith was so 
important to her.  She embraced village life, coffee mornings, friends and 
neighbours etc. She enjoyed painting classes with Mary Smallwood and also 
she wrote the series of articles in Bigbury News, entitled “Carol’s war” in 2007, 
remembering earlier years growing up in Kingsbridge during the war. She and 
Keith would often be seen in the village picking up litter, which they did for 
several years.

Although Carol had moved into Kahala Court, mainly due to her failing eyesight 
and losing Keith the year before, she was always positive and cheerful. The 
staff enjoyed caring for her over the nine years she was there. I am thankful for 
the friendship we had, the person that she was, and being able to share these 
memories with you.

Jane Tucker
Black & White Photo:  L-R Rev Leslie Stones (Carol’s father), Uncle 
Walter (John Lewis’ only relative), John Lewis, Coral Lewis (Jane 
Tucker’s parents) Mr & Mrs Frampton (Coral’s parents) and little Carol 
Pink, Bridesmaid age 10.
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Jim & Pat Chadwick
Celebrating 70 Years of Marriage

Pat and Jim Chadwick celebrated their 70th wedding anni-
versary on September 3. 

After starting their family in London they moved to Devon 
in 1967 and have been residents of Bigbury-On-Sea since 
1985. 

Jim was very active in Bigbury Golf Club and Pat has been 
busy in many aspects of village life including Coff ee Morn-
ings, Ladies Luncheons, etc. they still enjoy living by the 
sea and visiting with their neighbours.

                                                                                   
Deepest Condolences

We are very saddened to learn about the sudden and 
untimely passing of Jon Williams, son of Ringmore resident 
Drina Williams.

Some of you will have met Jon at various events in the vil-
lage which he attended with his wife and family.  Jon was a 
tower of strength and support to Drina and he touched the 
hearts of many who knew him.

Our thoughts go to Drina and her family at this very sad 
time.

Nancy Singleton

Editors Note: I spoke to Drina and she asked me to pass on this message “I was overwhelmed with the lovely sympathy 
letters I received after Jon’s death, and would like to thank everyone - it really helped”

                                                                                   

                                                                             Community

Winter Soup Lunches

The start of the winter season of charity soup lunches is drawing near! Held in 
Ringmore WI Hall, they take place on the fi rst Monday of the month between 12 
noon and 2 pm.

Please come and enjoy the homemade soup, fruit crumble and tea or coff ee in 
a warm and friendly atmosphere.

All proceeds will go towards supporting PUMA (Plymouth Ukraine Medical Aid) 
a local organisation which provides desperately needed humanitarian aid in 
Ukraine.

(Please note that the October lunch will be held on the second Monday of the 
month i.e. 13th October)



19

                                                                                   

                                                                             Community

                                                                             

Council’s Electricity Vehicles Drive 

South Hams District and West Devon Borough Councils are delighted to announce 
they are including 11 brand new electric leased vehicles (EVs) to their shared fl eet, 
further strengthening their commitment to sustainability and the fi ght against climate 
change.

This signifi cant step comes from a highly successful EV trial last year, which 
demonstrated both the practical benefi ts and environmental impact of transitioning to 
cleaner transport solutions.
The expanded fl eet will be used across a range of council services, helping to reduce emissions, improve air quality, 
and set a leading example for others. Residents will soon see the new EVs in action on the streets, marking another 
stride towards the Councils’ targets of becoming a low carbon organisation, which will safeguard the environment, local 
communities and the air.

Cllr Nadine Dommett, South Hams District Council’s Executive Member for Decarbonising the Council, said: “As a 
council we are serious about leading by example. The purchase of these electric vehicles underlines our ongoing 
commitment to reducing our carbon emissions, and I hope residents can see the changes we are making, both large and 
small, and will be inspired to join us in making their own greener choices too. Our successful trial last year proved that 
EVs are reliable, cost-eff ective, and vital in reducing our carbon footprint. This investment is a win for the environment, 
for our communities, and for future generations.”

West Devon Borough Council’s Lead Member for Climate and Biodiversity, Cllr Chris West, said: “We are committed to 
leading by example in our eff orts to combat climate change. The addition of electric vehicles to our fl eet is a signifi cant 
step towards reducing our carbon footprint and promoting sustainable practices within our community. By investing in 
electric now and in the future, we are not only improving air quality and reducing emissions but also demonstrating the 
practical benefi ts and reliability of EVs. This initiative is a testament to our dedication to creating a greener future for all.”
The Councils’ EV initiative is part of a wider programme of climate action. Recent measures include the rollout of 
solar panels on council facilities, investment in community composting schemes, projects such as new woodland in 
Hope Cove, leisure centre solar panels, our ‘Clean Marine’ programme, EV charging, e-bikes in Totnes, along with the 
successful Wildlife Warden Scheme, the Councils continue to put climate action at the forefront of local policy.
These schemes bring together communities, environmental groups, town and parish councils, and other bodies to 
network and create greener opportunities for our region.

The Councils now encourage everyone in the community to get involved and discover how even small actions can make 
a big diff erence towards a sustainable future.

Find out more about the Councils’ climate change initiatives at:
  
www.southhams.gov.uk/climate-change
www.westdevon.gov.uk/climate-change

Louise Wainwright receives the 
Environment 100 Award

Louise Wainwright received her 
Environment 100 award at the 
Environment Services and Solutions 
Expo at the NEC Birmingham in 
recognition for her work with Avon 
River Champions and Bigbury Net 
Zero.  This ward was given to 100 
candidates in the UK as a means of 
recognising them as our environmental 
leaders and sustainability champions. 

I am sure everyone will join me in 
saying huge CONGRATULATIONS!
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End of Summer Update: 
Seasonal Refl ections and 
Autumn Plans at the Beach

As we move into autumn, 
the change in seasons is 
becoming clear with cooler 
temperatures and bigger 
surf. While the sunshine of 

summer may feel like a distant memory, this past season 
was one of our best yet, and we’d like to take a moment to 
refl ect and share what’s ahead.

We’d like to thank everyone who joined us this summer; 
whether you were surfi ng, body boarding, kayaking, or just 
enjoying the beach. With long stretches of warm weather 
and consistent waves, conditions were ideal, and it was 
fantastic to welcome both returning visitors and those 
trying water sports for the fi rst time.

Adult Surf Club Continues into Autumn

This month saw the successful introduction of our Adult 
Surf Club, and it continues into the new season. These 
sessions are designed for adults of all levels; whether 
you’re learning to surf for the fi rst time or aiming to improve 
your skills and build confi dence in the water.

•  Sessions run for 90 minutes
•  All equipment (surfboards and wet suits) is included
•  £29 per session
•  Available at both locations, scheduled around optimal
   tides and conditions

Full session dates and booking options are available on our 
website.

Kids’ Surf Clubs Off  to a Strong Start

Our Kids’ Surf Club is back in action this autumn, with 
eight courses running across our two sites at Bigbury and 
Bantham, there are plenty of chances for young groms 
to get stuck in! These fun and supportive sessions are 
all about building surf skills, boosting confi dence, and 
learning essential water safety; especially important for 
those who might be heading out for solo surfs beyond the 
club.

We know how valuable independent practice is, and we 
love seeing our groms out there shredding on their own. 
But the water safety knowledge they gain at Surf Club is 
key to keeping them safe and hopefully gives you a little 
peace of mind too! That said, we always recommend 
surfi ng during lifeguarded hours wherever possible.

Most courses are already underway, but we do have limited 
drop-in spaces available, especially for returning surfers. 
Get in touch to check availability and book your spot!

Bantham Board Riders Comp
Some of the Discovery Team proudly represented Bantham 
Boardriders at the Surfi ng England Inter-Clubs Competition 
in Porthtowan, a fun, social event that brings together local 
surf communities from across the country.

Over the past 18 months, Bantham Boardriders has grown 
into a well-established team, thanks to the continued 
support of Paul Hatton and Jonty Tucker. 
This year’s event featured an Open Team, with Martin 
competing; a Women’s Team including Annika, Jess (taking 
a win and 2nd place in her heats!), Kira, and Eva; and a 
Juniors Team with Seb, fl ying the Discovery fl ag. Each 
surfer competed in two heats over the weekend, with 
their best scores contributing to the team’s overall total. 
Bantham Boardriders fi nished 7th out of 13 teams in their 
debut year; a solid result and a strong sign of exciting 
things to come!

www.discoverysurf.com

                                                                                       Beach Banter - Discovery Surf



21
This page is sponsored by Discovery Surf. Thank you. Photo credits: Discovery Surf

Autumn Opening Hours and Half Term Courses

As we transition into the cooler months, our opening hours 
have been adjusted to reflect lifeguard availability and 
seasonal conditions. We are now open from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, weather permitting, across both locations.

We recommend calling ahead if you’re planning to hire 
equipment, as conditions can change quickly.

During the October half-term break, we’ll be running our 
popular 5-day surf course at Bigbury, scheduled for:

•  Monday 27th to Friday 31st Oct at 2.30pm 

This is a great option for children looking to stay active 
during the school break or whilst on holiday making the 
most of the warm water before it starts getting cooler. 

We also have a bonus surf club sessions in half term at 
Bigbury Sat 25th October - 11am or Bantham Thursday 
30th -12.30pm October

Private Surf Lessons and Hire

With the beaches now quieter, autumn is an excellent time 
to book private surf lessons or hire kit. We offer lessons 
during the week as well as at weekends, catering to a wide 
range of experience levels. Whether you’re looking for 
focused, one-on-one coaching or just want to enjoy the 
peaceful off-season conditions whether that be on a kayak, 
SUP or surfboard, we’re here to help.

Looking Ahead

We’re grateful for a successful summer season and look 
forward to making the most of the warm water, even if 
the air temperature is dropping. There are still plenty of 
opportunities to get involved in surfing and enjoy the warm 
water—whether you’re a regular or new to the sport.
For more information, booking details, or updates on surf 
conditions, please visit our website or contact us directly.

All the best - Annika, Martin, Jess and the Discovery Team

                                                                                       Beach Banter-Discovery Surf
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Quenching the Island’s thirst for over 700 years

The Pilchard Inn is open daily between 10:30-22:00. 
The Pilchard Inn will offer a tasty selection of food and drinks 

Wednesday-Sunday from 12:00-16:00.

Dinner reservations are available to book for Wednesday-Sunday 
between 18:30-20:30. Pre bookings required.

Pets welcome!
T: 01548 810514

Pilchard Inn, Burgh Island, TQ7 4BG

This page is sponsored by Burgh Island Hotel. Thank you.

                                                                                       Beach Banter
Dear Neighbours,

Coming towards the end of another great summer, the 
hotel has been very busy both in occupancy and change. 
We now have a new General manager in Sally Russell and 
a new Food and drinks manager in Adam Hughes, both 
amazing experienced operators and the change in quality 
and relaxed ambiance are palpable.

The normal gang, of Vlad, Lilly, Richard, Claudia, Martina, 
Kayleigh and Marta are Maritime mist still doing the great 
work that they always have done and enjoying the fresh 
feel.

The autumn months are also looking busy with guests 
coming to experience Burgh in very diff erent weather 
conditions, at its wildest best.

You are all welcome to come and experience the wonderful 
cooking of Charlotte Vincent; Jay Rayner came and ate, 
and some very kind words about how good it was. If you 
haven’t experienced it yet, you should you are missing out

You are also invited to come and use our treatment room. 
Zorana and colleague are now off ering massages etc to 
external guests, highly recommended, just call reception or 
email.

We hope to see you all at some stage over the coming 
months.

Kind regards, Giles
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                                                                                                Cocktail Hour

         Burgh Island Hotel Presents

Maritime mist

50ml vodka
25ml blue curacao
25ml Disaronno
15ml lemon juice

Preparation:
Add to a shaker with ice, shake and then strain over a tall 
glass with ice, top up with lemonade and garnish with 
cherries.

Remarks from our barman, Callum:
Dive into a wave of fl avour with this ocean-hued delight. 
A smooth blend of vodka, blue curaçao, and Disaronno 
is brightened with a splash of lemon, then topped with 
refreshing lemonade. Shaken over ice and fi nished with a 
cherry garnish, it’s a vibrant, sweet-citrus cocktail that’s as 
eye-catching as it is delicious.

Image supplied by Helen Buick
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Bigbury Net Zero

Do you think that people hear 
what they want to hear?  Is this 
why sneaky gremlin ‘social media 
algorithms’ were invented?  They 
learn what we are asking Google 
or searching for on Facebook, 
so that more of the content 
we appear to be interested in, 
is presented to us every time 

we log on?  This keeps us engaged and exposes us to 
the advertising which also pops up on our screens. The 
gremlins will soon sensationalise and emotionally charge 
the content to keep our attention and potentially amplify 
misinformation.  Sadly, this addiction to social media can 
orchestrate social division by polarising views on any topic 
– from immigration to renewable energy.  

The demonising of the term ‘net zero’ is an example of 
this process.  Net zero simply means that where we can 
make cuts in carbon emissions we do so, and where 
it’s not possible we don’t.  In the end we aim to balance 
what’s possible with what is not possible, and the result 
is just enough cuts to carbon emissions to stave off  the 
worst eff ects of global warming.  Global warming is the 
single biggest threat to sustainable communities that we 
have ever faced.  That’s why it has been defi ned as an 
‘Emergency’. Emergency does not mean ‘business as 
usual’.  There is nothing ‘outstandingly beautiful’ about 
climate change. It will impact on food security, increase 
migration and the risk of fl oods and drought. 

The proposed Bigbury turbine has been a hot topic this 
summer.  The planning application by Octopus was 
withdrawn because the cost of fi nancing this small project 
from the retail sector became too high.  Local people 
supported the proposed turbine in Bigbury, as evidenced 
by 81% support in the Octopus public consultation and 
77.5% support letters on the SHDC Planning Portal.  Most 
people understand the term ‘Emergency’ and the urgent 
need to reduce the reliance of our communities on fossil 
fuels, particularly oil-fi red heating systems.  Of the 16 
parishes in the Salcombe electoral division, there are only 
four parishes which do not have access to mains gas – 
Bigbury, Kingston, Ringmore and Aveton Giff ord.  By 
coincidence, these parishes would have benefi ted from the 
proposed energy discounts off ered by the Octopus Fan 
Club subscribers to the Bigbury turbine.  We are in a cost-
of-living crisis which could get worse – energy savings are 
critical for families struggling to make ends meet. 

Although mains gas is still a fossil fuel, which also 
contributes to global warming, it is considered a ‘bridging 
fossil fuel’ because its carbon footprint is lower than oil, 
but not as low as electricity.   In 2024, renewable energy 
sources generated 50.4% of our electricity. So, whilst 
switching to electricity is the most climate-sensitive 
option, switching to mains gas is better than using oil-fi red 
heating.  But we don’t all have access to mains gas here 
and are heavily reliant on oil.

According to Exeter University’s Parish Carbon Calculator, 
the energy dependency of the four ‘orphan parishes’ in 
the Salcombe Electoral Division (i.e. no mains gas) is: 
KINGSTON: oil (71%) LPG (9%), mains gas (0%) electricity 
(20%); RINGMORE oil (61%) LPG (11%), mains gas (0%) 
electricity (29%); BIGBURY: oil (58%) LPG (15%), mains 
gas (0%) electricity (27%); AVETON GIFFORD: oil (51%) 
LPG (13%), mains gas (0%), coal (11%) electricity (26%;)

If a unique opportunity arises to switch from oil to 
electricity, such as a local source of renewable energy that 
costs less money too, then we should support it.  

Louise Wainwright
Chair Bigbury Net Zero

           Bigbury Net Zero
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           Avon River Champions

something more that we could do as households and 
communities to reduce the amount of pollution that is 
ending up in our rivers and estuaries?  Is there something 
that our local government (parish and town councils, 
District Councils and County Council) could do better to 

prevent more development increasing pressure on poor 
sewage and drainage systems and what is it that farmers 
and landowners can do better to reduce agricultural run-
off ?  How can we work together to design a collaborative 
plan that makes the health of our rivers and seas a 
priority? 

Why not let national government sort out South West 
Water?  They seem to have them in their sights now.  
Let’s explore if there is something we can all do here and 
now to reduce our pressure on an inadequate sewage 
and waste water treatment system.  The BLUEPrint 
Project is bringing together stakeholders in the River 
Avon, River Gara & Slapton Ley and the Salcombe 
Kingsbridge Estuary to develop a bid for between 
£500,000 and £2 million to clean up these water ways.  
If you are a farmer, parish councillor or community group 
– reserve your seat by contacting Dr Juliette Jackson 
jjackson@seadreameducation.com

The River Summit will be held at Kingsbridge Community 
College, on Saturday 4th October 10.00 to 1.00 pm for 
presentations and breakout rooms – then 2.00 pm to 
4.00 pm for a drop-in-session.  Now is your chance to do 
something!  Please get in touch.

Louise Wainwright
Chair - Avon River Champions
River Avon - South Hams

Rivers of Hope

How many times this 
summer have we heard 
those ‘pollution alerts’ 
and been advised not to 
swim in the sea or rivers?  
How many times have we 
had serious fl oods and 
mudslides this summer, 
destroying property and 

causing serious disruptions to traffi  c?  It’s not even the 
winter yet – and the answer to those questions is ‘far too 
many times’!  This problem will only get worse because 
of climate change and human beings are driving climate 
change without seeming regard for future generations.  
Something must change. 

We all listen to the Met Offi  ce weather warnings because 
we trust them, don’t we?  Climate change will increase 
UK winter rainfall, with a potential rise of up to 30% wetter 
winters by 2070 compared to 1990 levels, and there 
has been an overall 16% increase between 2015-2024.  
Rainfall periods could also be more intense in the future – 
giving us very little time to react.   So we need to make a 
plan in advance.  Running hand in hand with dramatically 
reducing the burning of fossil fuels in our community – we 
must also make a serious eff ort to make an Emergency 
Plan to including a Flood Risk Management Plan.  Only 72 
parishes in Devon, of the 362 parishes have a Flood Risk 
Management Plan.  All plans over 5 years old, need to be 
reviewed.  Bigbury Parish Council will consider this at their 
next Parish Council meeting. 

It is probably easier to blame someone else for the 
problems we face, than it is to admit some responsibility 
for the outcome that we fi nd so annoying.  Is there 

1THE DEVON CARBON PLAN 1THE DEVON CARBON PLAN

DEVON CARBON 
PLAN

SEPTEMBER 2022
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                                                                                Nineteenth Hole
Bigbury’s golfers have been 
presented with a great course this 

summer thanks to Head Greenkeeper Richard Shapland 
and his team.  As a result (pun intended) handicaps 
have continued to tumble throughout the season and 
competitions have been extremely competitive;  the 
computer has been called upon on many occasions to 
calculate the count-back scores to decide the fi rst, second 
and third places.

A very special occasion at Bigbury Golf Club is the Lady 
Captain’s Day and Mary Wilcox hosted her very enjoyable 
and jolly Captain’s Day in August.  There was a fun 
Texas Scramble competition played in threes with a few 
challenges strategically placed around the course but 
the main challenge proved to be the “special wind” that 
was blowing.  Thankfully there was also bright sunshine 
throughout the day.

The special photo with this report is Mary on the left, Sam 
Edwards our Club Professional centre and Ladies Vice-
Captain Helen Bertram.  There was a “Sam Challenge” 
on the par 3 seventeenth hole with all competition players 
trying to beat Sam’s drive.  However, there was a spin the 
wheel twist for Sam; whatever golf club the arrow of the 
wheel stopped on was the club Sam had to use against 
that team!   But still he was only beaten by four players and 
donations made were put towards the chosen Captains’ 
Charities.

An invitation was extended to many retired lady golfers and 
they were delighted to come along to catch up, support 
Mary and enjoy a lovely tea.  Vice-Captain Helen is already 
planning her 2026 day!

Bigbury was very proud that two of its players were 
selected for the South-West Women’s Inter-Counties 
Championship which is played in a round robin format over 
three days.  As well as Devon’s there were teams from 
Cornwall, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire 
competing.  Amanda Burchell and Nikki Elliott enjoyed 
the challenges of this competition and are seen in the 
photograph with this report.  Amanda is 3rd from the right 
in the top row, and Nikki is fi rst on the right kneeling. 

The Bigbury Golf Club Opens have all taken place and 
many golfers from Cornwall and as far away as Shropshire 
have had the pleasure of playing on our golf course.  The 
winners of the Mixed Open Competition were Brian and 
Helen Calcutt whose home golf club is Shifnall Golf Club 
in rural Shropshire.  It was a long way for Brian and Helen 
but most worthwhile with their win.  Bigbury member Eric 
Harris playing alongside Claire Guard of Thurlestone came 
second with just two points less than the winners.  

Our Clubhouse is very comfortable and as well as the 
licensed bar there is a wide choice of catering and 
excellent freshly brewed coff ee.  Non-members are most 
welcome so please don’t hesitate to come along for some 
refreshments; take a seat in our Clubhouse or on the patio 
with both overlooking the course and out to sea. You will 
be warmly received.

Image supplied by Dancy Singleton
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Bigbury & Ringmore Community Christmas Card 2025

It’s time to prepare for Bigbury & Ringmore’s Community Christmas Card 2025!
As last year, this card will be printed inside the December issue of the Bigbury & 
Ringmore News, detachable to form a Christmas card. For a £5 fee, your name 
joins others to send general best Christmas & New Year wishes to the local 
community. You save time writing cards, don’t forget anyone, plus save paper! 
Funds support St Lawrence’s and All Hallows Churches, integral parts of our 
community/history, shared according to the donor’s parish. 

Here’s how to join in: 

1) Please put £5 cash into a sealed envelope. 

2) On the front of the envelope, PRINT CLEARLY just your name(s) – e.g. Jack 
& Jill Village, The Village Family, Jack & Bubbles the goldfi sh, etc. Do NOT put 
any names other than your own on the envelope, nor any messages.

3) Please also put a telephone number on the envelope, just in case there is any 
clarifi cation needed about the names. This will not be published!!

4) Put your envelope into the collecting box in Holywell Stores by close of store 
on SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER (Remembrance Sunday). This allows time for 
production & inclusion in the December/January News. 

Any queries, please call Jill Gubbins on 810651, leaving a number for call back.

Many thanks to Jas & Jaswinder for kindly providing a collection point.

THANK YOU IN ANTICIPATION OF YOUR KIND AND GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THIS 9TH ‘CARD’!!

As last year, this card will be printed inside the December issue of the Bigbury & 

                                                                                Community Christmas Card

COMMhN/dz C,Z/^dM�^ C�Z� Ϯ0Ϯ5                                           Ύ 

FZONd COsEZ �E^/'N ENdZz FOZM 

NAME:……………………………………………………………................ 

PLEASE PROsIDE AT LEAST ONE MEANS OF CONTACT 

PHONE:………………………………………………………………............           Ύ 

EMAIL:…………………………………………………………............….... 

ADDRESS:……………………………………………………………........... 

OPEN TO ALL, ANz AGE, ENTER AS MANz DESIGNS AS zOU LI<E͊ 

PLEASE <EEP zOUR DESIGN INSIDE THE FRAME OPPOSITE.        Ύ 

USE �LAC< PEN TO CREATE AN A�STRACT DESIGN WITH 
SEASONAL FLAsOUR.  IF CHOSEN, IT WILL �E PRINTED IN THE 
INSIDE OF THE DECEM�ER �IG�URz & RINGMORE NEWS, FOR 
PEOPLE TO COLOUR IN THEMSELsES IN SPARE MOMENTS, & 
DETACH FROM THE NEWS TO FORM A yMAS CARD.  FUNDS 
RAISED HELP SUPPORT �IG�URz & RINGMORE CHURCHES.       Ύ 

IF zOU FOLD THIS FORM, PLEASE FOLD ALONG A LINE LIN<ING 
THE ASTERIS<S. RETURN zOUR ENTRz TO �Oy IN CHURCH 
PORCH OR :ILL GU��INS, 2 FOLLz HILL �IG�URz ON SEA TYϳ 
ϰAR. YUERIES, CALL Ϭ15ϰϴ ϴ1Ϭϲ51.  

C>O^/N' ��dE /^ MON��z 13d, OCdO�EZ Ϯ0Ϯ5. 

LOO<ING FORWARD TO RECEIsING zOUR ENTRz. ;PRI�E FOR 
SELECTED DESIGN.Ϳ THAN< zOU͊                                                      Ύ 
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AVAILABLE 

FOR

PARTIES
& PRIVATE 

HIRE

OPEN 9AM TO 4PM EVERY DAY
FULL LICENSE

@The Venus Cafe
@venus.company

@TheVenusCompany
01548 810141

LOVINGTHEBEACH.CO.UK
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et 

Recipe

LOVINGTHEBEACH.CO.UK
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s
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s
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s
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et 
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et 
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et 

Secr
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RecipeRecipeRecipeRecipe

try our venus tacos

or our popular

breakfast burrito

Dine with breathtaking views
or our popular

breakfast burrito

Friendly service

12,117 Venus Sept - Bigbury News Advert 135x188 AWmm v1.indd   112,117 Venus Sept - Bigbury News Advert 135x188 AWmm v1.indd   1 12/09/2024   11:2112/09/2024   11:21

Community- Support for Farmers

Image supplied by Dancy Singleton

Agri Innovation & Support Programme – Free Support for Devon Farmers

The Agri Innovation & Support Programme off ers bespoke, one-to-one advice 
for farmers across Devon looking to strengthen their farm business, explore 
diversifi cation, or adopt regenerative and innovative practices. There are two 
streams of support available:

Agri Innovation Support – For farmers in Teignbridge, South Hams or West Devon, looking to adopt regenerative and 
innovative approaches with a focus on productivity and sustainability.

Farm Business Support – For farmers in East Devon, Mid Devon and Teignbridge, who need advice on challenges such 
as succession planning, fi nancial sustainability, or operational improvements.
All support is free of charge, provided by experienced local agricultural advisors with a practical understanding of 
farming in Devon.

For further information please visit: https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/agri-innovation-support/
  
Or call 01837 659 059 to learn more or register your interest.
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Tree Surgery & Landscape Management 
Contact: Andy Walker on 07793 056898 

Tree and shrub work 
Grass and hedge cutting 

Fencing and planting 
Working in the South Hams for over 12 years 

Fully insured to £5million     NPTC & RHS qualified 
www.coastalgardenservices.co.uk  

HOLYWELL
STORES

OPENING HOURS

Holywell Stores & Post Office, St Ann’s Chapel, Bigbury

Your one-stop shop

SHOP   Mon to Sat:  7am - 7.30pm     Sun:  8am - 5.30pm
       
            
  POST OFFICE   Mon to Fri:   9am - 5pm          Sat:   9am - 1pm

Free car parking behind the shop   Tel: 01548 810308
email: holywellstores@outlook.com   www.holywellstores.com

  POST OFFICE   Mon to Fri:   9am - 5pm          Sat:   9am - 1pm

www.coastalgardenservices.co.uk

New or not to exercise, all welcome in friendly, mixed, 
pay-as-you-go classes! £5 per person.

Equipment provided.
Experienced & Qualifi ed Instructor.

MONDAYS at MARS Pavillion, Modbury
and THURSDAYS at Bigbury Memorial Hall:

PILATES 9.30 - 10.30
STRONG & STEADY 10.50 - 11.30 + tea

Pilates strengthens & stretches muscles, improves 
posture and balance - so does Strong & Steady but 

without fl oor work, helps maintain independence and 
rebuild fi tness after illness or Covid.

FITNESS SO CLOSE TO HOME!

If new & interested in joining any sessions, please con-
tact JILL on 810651 or gubbinsjill@gmail.com before 

attending. Thank you!

NO CLASSES NOW UNTIL WEEK BEGINNING
8TH SEPTEMBER. Have a lovely summer break!

Get yourself
‘FIT TO GO’

with JILL’s local
classes
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Lifestyle Store & Café

Brockhill Barns, Harbertonford, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7PS  |  Tel: 01803 465365
Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5pm  |  Sunday & Bank Holiday 10am - 4pm

Brunch & lunch finishes 2.30pm daily. Free parking. Free Wi-Fi.
Discover more at nkuku.com

Come and discover our unique collection 
of homewares and furniture, crafted from 
natural, reclaimed and recycled materials 
using traditional crafts.

Soak up the ambience of our café with 
wood-roasted coffee and seasonal dishes 
made from the finest local produce, or dine 
alfresco in our courtyard.

Our interior design service is here to 
make updating your home feel effortless, 
whether you’re furnishing a single room 
or transforming a whole home.

Book your complimentary consultation.

Email interiordesign@nkuku.com or visit 
nkuku.com/interior-design

Interior Design Service

Nkuku_Bigbury News Oct.indd   1Nkuku_Bigbury News Oct.indd   1 16/09/2025   10:3116/09/2025   10:31

PHIL PAWSEY -Joinery and Crafts.

Timber sash and casement window sympathetic repairs and replacement.
Bespoke timber sections and mouldings to match the existing.

Bespoke traditional country furniture in hardwoods and softwoods.

Sash window
repairs &

renovation

Traditional
bespoke
furniture

4 Stakes Hill Cottages, St Ann's Chapel, Kingsbridge TQ7 4HX
Email: philpawsey001@gmail.com

Mobile: 07580 099782

Casement
window repairs
& renovation

Replacement
sashes  &
casements

New sash &
casement
windows
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Holiday Home Changeovers
Deep & Spring Cleans

Post-Renovation Cleanups
Domestic Cleaning

Commercial & Office Cleaning
Laundry Services

Property Management
One-Off Cleans

Whether it’s your holiday home, family
home, or business premises, Chameleon
offers professional, tailored services

across South Devon.

Let us handle the details - from sparkling
surfaces to seamless changeovers.

ENQUIRE TODAY

The Servicing Arm of Your Devon Escape

CLEANING, LAUNDRY& PROPERTY
CARE THATADAPTS TO YOU

01803 712885
enquiries@chameleonservicesdevon.co.uk

chameleonservicesdevon.co.uk

Holiday Home Changeovers
Deep & Spring Cleans

Post-Renovation Cleanups
Domestic C

Commercial & O
Laundry S

Property Ma
One-Offfff

Whether it’s your holiday home, fafaf milylyl
home, or business premises, Chameleon
offfff efef rs profefef ssional, tailored services

across South Devon.

Let us handle the details - from sparkling
surfafaf ces to seamless changeovers.

ENQUIRE TODAYAYA

The Servicing Arm of YoYoY ur Devon Escape

01803 712885
enquiries@chameleonservicesdevon.co.uk

chameleonservicesdevon.co.uk

p
Cleaning
Offfff ice Cleaning
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anagement
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Open to Non-members,
Clubhouse and Course.

News from Unwind

We have a new practitioner joining 
us at Unwind; Isabella Rose 
moved to St Ann’s Chapel with 
her family last summer and is 
delighted to be amongst us. She is 
off ering treatments in Craniosacral 
Therapy, a gentle unobtrusive form 
of bodywork, where she listens 
with her hands to the rhythm, 
fl ow and any restrictions of the 
craniosacral fl uid (CSF) within the 
body. The CSF is a light fl uid that 
bathes the brain and spinal cord 
and it ebbs and fl ows with its own 
physiological rhythm, separate 
from the breathing and cardiac 
rhythms, that can be palpated 
through the hands, throughout the 
whole body. 

Through a gentle listening touch 
Craniosacral Therapy supports the 
bodies innate capacity to unwind 
and release tension and can bring 
regulation to the nervous and 
endocrine systems, ease both 
physical and emotional stress 
whilst facilitating an experience of 
the spaciousness and peace that 
we each hold at our core. Isabella 
is off ering initial 30-minute taster 
sessions for just £15* for everyone 
who is curious to experience 
Craniosacral Therapy. 

* off er valid until 31st December 
2025

NOWATUNWINDINBIGBURYNOWOWO ATATA UNWINDINBIGBURYRYR

rejuvenatingj g
CRANIOSACRAL
THERAPY

nervous system regulation
emotional release
physical discomfort eased

FIRSTTREATMENT

£15

Call Isabella on 07853001353

Prom
otion

valid
on

30
m
in

treatm
ents

untilD
ecem

ber31
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It's good to 
be home

See how we can help your 
loved ones stay in the place 
they feel best. 
Call us for a friendly chat on Or visit

01752 347 700 plymouth@
bluebirdcare.co.uk

Plymouth & 
South Hams

Peter

We’re here so your loved 
one can stay at home.

Partnering People and 
Property for over 150 

years

To find out how much your home is worth, 
please call or email Eleanor, Sara and John in 

the Modbury office.

South Brent
01364 646170

Modbury
01548 830831

Totnes
01803 869920

Newton Ferrers
01752 872417

Kingsbridge
01548 857474

London
020 7467 5330

Yealmpton
01752 880044

Salcombe
01548 845090

Lettings
01752 393330
01548 857414

luscombemaye.com              luscombe maye              luscombe_maye

For more information contact 
modbury@luscombemaye.com or 

call 01548 830831

Image supplied by Helen Buick
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Join the South Devon
holiday letting experts

With over 20 years’ experience in holiday letting, our locally-based 
team are proud to offer expert knowledge, bespoke property 
management options and consistent year-round bookings.

Contact us today to find out about the award-winning 
support we could offer you. 

pno@coastandcountry.co.uk    
01548 802179    

coastandcountry.co.ukImage supplied by Helen Buick
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 01548 550400
 sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

•  Range Cooker Showroom

• Wood Burning Stoves & Installations

• Gas & Electric Fires & Installation

• Outdoor Ovens, BBQs & Fires

• Kiln Dried Logs

 

 
 
 

Nigel Frost Optometrist 3, Chene Court Modbury PL21 0QJ 
Kingsbridge Eye Care No.1 The Promenade  Kingsbridge TQ7 1JD 

 

Call today and book your appointment. 

• Retinal Photography 
• In-depth visual field testing 

• OCT scanning packages 
Available when recommended by the Optometrist. 

With over  30 Years of  

CCll iinniiccaall   EExxcceell lleennccee   

Modbury: 01548 830944   Kingsbridge: 01548 856854 

Full eye health examinations 
Optomap, Ultra-wide digital retinal photography 

Glaucoma diagnosis and assessment 
Tailor made lenses and spectacles 

Luxury designer brands 
Free NHS sight test to all eligible patients 

                     NIGHT-TIME NOISE

Pollution comes in many forms .... from physical litter to smoke, light and 
noise. The BPC is aware of several instances in which loud parties have gone 
on into the early hours of the morning.

While we all appreciate a party, it should not be at the expense of others. Late 
night noise has the aff ect of disturbing and interfering with the right of others 
to enjoy their evening as they wish. The natural peacefulness of the area 
means excessive noise penetrates widely and disproportionately.

Interesting, the permitted level of noise between the hours of 11pm-7am is 
only 34 decibels (the equivalent of a quiet whisper).

We simply ask that everyone please be sensitive to and respectful of the 
right of others to have a quiet night. And, if you loan or rent your home out to 
others, please ask them to comply. Thank you.

                     

Open for lunch and dinner seven days a week.The Pickwick 
Inn is a great treat for everyone, from those looking for a 

light lunch to classic pub grub. Our fully stocked bar is also 
perfect for those wishing to sample a local real ale or to 

unwind after exploring the fantastic South Devon scenery.

Fish & Chips from £8.95 daily 
Sunday Roast every week

Eat in and Takeway

MONTHLY LIVE MUSIC

October/November:
Friday 31st October - Lady Stardust - 8pm
Friday 21st November - The Mojoes - 7pm

Friday 19th December - Electric Eden - 8pm
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We would love to hear from you to discuss 
your exciting new building project.

BUILD        SUSTAIN        LIVE
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GREAT PRIDEAUX FARM

Local Organic Beef Boxes

Delivered to your door

Tel: 01752 872815 / 07973 427602

Email: j.sherrell@btinternet.com

Great Prideaux Farm
Membland, Newton Ferrers

PL8 1HP

• Adverts • Artwork • Banners • Branding
• Business Cards / Stationery

• Digital Art • Flyers • Invitations • Labels
• Leaflets • Logo Design • Menus • Posters

• Signs • T-Shirts… and more!
Find out what the moo can do for you!

07856 550 239
devoncowone@gmail.com
devoncow graphic design

✆
✉

THIS COW
CAN DO THIS


