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LETTER
from the EDITOR
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021
Dear Readers,
Spring is here and with it the hope that the
pandemic emergency is beginning to ease.
Many of us have had our first and even
second vaccinations. It remains, however,
very important that we continue to be as
careful as possible. The COVID guidelines
are updated every day and Readers are
encouraged to visit the above government
website for the latest information. The road
map dates on the cover of Bigbury News
were correct at the time of going to press.
There are several caveats so please read the
full text on line.
Events Organisers in village halls, pubs and
restaurants have completed complex risk
assessments and are able to welcome you
back and ensure your safety. It is now up
to us to follow the guidelines and actively
go out and support local businesses and
communities. We all need to recover from
the economic and emotional traumas of the
last 12 months. Lets do this together!
Our communal recovery needs a big
injection of Bigbury Community Spirit.
There will be a number of Calls to Action
in Bigbury Drums and Bigbury News
asking for Volunteers in the next few
weeks. Please get involved and join in the
community fundraising events, social events
and environmental campaigns. Bigbury is
not just a beach.
Our communal heart kept pumping all the
way through these awful 12 months and
many individuals have worked hard to keep
us on track. Many people have been unable
to visit their homes here in Bigbury and
holiday makers have had to stay home. A
warm welcome awaits them.

UK and USA, the Production unit, the
wonderful Distribution Team and our
Advertisers and Sponsors.
Sadly, not all of us made it through the
pandemic and our hearts go out to those
who have lost loved ones.
There are some joyful outdoor and indoor
events being planned for the coming
months. Please look at the Events page in
Bigbury News and make an entry in your
diary. Events Organisers are welcome to get
in touch with Bigbury Drums and Bigbury
News with dates up until September so that
we can avoid diary clashes and optimise
attendance at the longed for events!
A special thanks is due to Marina
Leadbetter who has been helping Bigbury
News on the advertising front. Marina and
Mike are moving to Salcombe soon and
we wish them well. A warm welcome is
also extended to all those New Bees who
have managed to start a new life in Bigbury
during the pandemic months. Well done.
You are home here now. Please join in.
Stay Safe, be kind,

Louise Wainwright
Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums Editor
01548 810991
bigbruynewseditor@gmail.com
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Please write in to the Bigbury News if you
have Bigbury Reminiscences to share with
Readers. Have you got a cupboard full of old
photographs, postcards or letters that might
shed some light on what it was like here in the
‘old days’?

Live in the sunshine,
swim in the sea,
Drink the wild air
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BIGBURY
MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together
Now that the phased release of the
lockdown has been announced, we’re
actively planning for the day when we
can finally reopen the Hall. Although
the Government’s road-map states that
“community centres” will be allowed
to reopen from April 12th, it seems
that, initially, this will only be for the
limited purposes allowed before the
latest lockdown, i.e. for pre-schooling
and medical purposes. This being so,
we’re aiming for May 17th. Unless the
position is altered by the Government
the following rules will apply to indoor
events, at least until June 21st :•
•
•
•
•

Social distancing - the Rule of Six
or two households limit
Overall total of no more than 25
people
One way system of entry and exit
Cleaning of all touched surfaces
and fittings after use
Sight of a risk assessment.

The Committee is meeting again on
April 12th to review the situation
and I’ll keep you posted on progress
through Bigbury News and Bigbury
Drums.
In anticipation of reopening we’re
looking at future events, hopefully
over the Summer and Autumn.
We’ve applied for several Villages in
Action events and also hope to stage
another in our regular series of Wine

Tastings. Again details will be given
in Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums
when firm arrangements are made.
Of our regular users I understand that
the organisers of the monthly coffee
morning hope to resume on June 2nd.
We’ve also used lockdown to plan
a number of improvements to the
facilities at the Hall, some of which will
be noticeable and some not. Already
completed are various improvements to
the toilets, i.e. new hot water system,
hand driers, extractor fans and, in the
ladies, a new wash basin. Soon to start
are new flooring in the toilets, kitchen
and entrance lobby and redecoration of
the toilets. Also a new set of chairs has
been bought and a new professionally
drawn mural for the rear outside wall
has been commissioned.
Finally you will see elsewhere in this
issue an advert for a new Secretary of
the Committee to replace our excellent
Sally Watts, who is standing down
later this year after many years’ service.
This is a chance to get involved with an
important local asset and join a friendly
and enthusiastic team. We’re especially
keen to hear from newcomers to the
parish.
Chairman
Charles Harrington.
810023.
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk
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BIGBURY

LOCAL EVENTS
Events Organisers are encouraged to
share their timetables with
Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums to
avoid calendar clashes.
Art Society ZOOM TALKS
More information and links
01752 830579
Fiction Fallacy and Fake News
Wed 28th April 2 pm - Geri Parlby
English towns in the 18th Century
Society, Art & Architecture
Wed 26th May 2 pm - Caroline Knight

Kingston Parish Church
Flower Festival 2021
Fri 9th, Sat 10th, Sun 11th July
Theme- Children’s Books
Refreshments Kingston Reading Room
Tower & Bells fundraiser LIVE MUSIC
Pedigree Jazzband &
Modbury Gospel Singers
Saturday 31st July 6.30 to 9.00 pm
St Lawrence Church (inside)
Audience music sheets for singing too.
more information soon
Tower & Bells fundraiser LIVE MUSIC
Jazz Cocktails jazz band
with Pimms served by Gary McGuire
and a canape buffet
Saturday 7th August - 2.30 - 5.30 pm
Outdoor event.
more information soon

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
SECRETARY NEEDED
After many years’ brilliant service
our Secretary, Sally Watts, is
standing down from the Committee
later this year, so we’re looking for
a replacement. The duties are not
particularly onerous and mainly
involve taking and preparing minutes
of Committee meetings (about four per
year) and one or two other admin tasks.
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However, there is also scope for
getting involved in the other activities
of the Hall, as Sally did, and helping
with arranging events and generally
promoting the Hall. The Hall is a vital
part of community life in Bigbury
Parish and this is an opportunity to
play a full part in its activities and be
part of an enthusiastic and friendly
team.
If you’re interested please get in touch
with me on 01548 810023 or
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

GET YOURSELF
‘FIT TO GO’
WITH JILL

MONDAYS at
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

AEROBICS
9.30 – 10.10
PILATES
10.15 – 11.15
STRONG & STEADY
11.30 – 12.10 + tea

TUESDAYS at

WEDNESDAYS at

BURGH ISLAND CAUSEWAY
LEISURE CLUB

MARS PAVILION, MODBURY

AQUA FITNESS
(Club members only)

PILATES
9.15 – 10.15

THURSDAYS at
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

PILATES
9.15 – 10.15

STRONG & STEADY
10.30 – 11.10 + tea

Locals & visitors, all welcome in friendly, mixed, good value, pay-as-you-go classes!
Experienced qualified teacher. Equipment provided. For more details, please call JILL on
01548 810651 ‘FITNESS SO CLOSE TO HOME!’ ALL CLASSES CANCELLED CURRENTLY,
SEE YOU TUBE / BIGBURY TV! STAY WELL & ACTIVE, & HOPE TO SEE YOU IN 2021! love Jill

AONB
SPRING TALKS
Register for your free ticket at
www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/events
After booking your free place you will
be sent a link and instructions on how
to sign into the talk. You will need
a computer or mobile device with
internet access.
Monday 19th April 7pm – 8pm
A seasonal guide to bird watching in
South Devon AONB – Spring
Adam will introduce you to birds you
can see around the AONB over the
Spring. Find out about migration and
the journeys they have taken to get
here from far off places and how they
are getting ready for the busiest time
of the bird year – breeding season. He
will also tell you about the magic of
the Dawn Chorus and how you can
get involved with International Dawn
Chorus Day on Sunday 2nd May
Tuesday 11th May 7pm – 8pm A
history of orchards and cidermaking
in South Devon
Join Robin Toogood, chair of Orchard
Link, for a journey through time
looking at the importance of orchards
and cider making to our landscape and
communities. Find out how Devon
became famous for its cider, why there
were so many orchards here, why they
disappeared and how they are making a
comeback more recently.

THE FILLING STATION
This is an informal religious meeting
for all denominations.
The Filling Station will meet via
ZOOM until further notice on the
third Thursday each month at 7.30 pm
If you would like to join in, please
contact James Spencer for the joining
instructions and Zoom links.
jamesrcspencer@aol.com

BIGBURY
COFFEE MORNING
The Bigbury Community Coffee
Morning Team are really looking
forward to being able to open up the
monthly, fund-raising, coffee mornings
in the Memorial Hall.
At present it seems that this might begin
in June and there will be an update
in Bigbury Drums and the June/July
Bigbury News.
Until then enjoy the spring weather
and work up an appetite to come and
support us again when we are able to get
back to the Memorial Hall”
Keep safe and healthy.

Jean and Yvonne.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Meets each month in a member’s home
to discuss the monthly book and prepare
a report for Bigbury News.

Hazel Osborne
hazel.osborne6@btinternet.com

BIGBURY LADIES
Informal group of ladies who organise
day trips out, usually including a lunch.
Members meet at one of the members
homes and then head out in shared
transport to the agreed venue.

Pam Trundle
HISTORY SOCIETY

A dedicated Committee organise slide
shows of local vintage photographs and
trips out to local towns and heritage venues. No formal membership - open to all.

Charles Harrington

CHARITY
BOOK STALLS
The Parish Council who own the
telephone box in Ringmore Drive
(outside the old Post Office) have
agreed that we might use it for selling
books for charity. This has not quite
got off the ground yet but there are
some books already in situ and they
will be added to over the coming
weeks. The idea is that people
help themselves and put a donation
in the box available which will be
emptied daily. ALL money will go
towards local charities i.e. Devon Air
Ambulance,Modbury Caring,Church,
Hope Cove Lifeboat etc. etc. I
plan to run it alongside the monthly
coffee mornings, when they are able
to resume, and have it for the same
charity as them each month.
There is a similar bookcase in Bigbury
Tea Gardens and this has raised a
few pounds over the weeks it has been
operating. This bookcase makes no
difference to the box containing the
newspapers which will continue to be
delivered daily by Holywell Stores.

Hazel Osborne

01548 810719

01548 810023

BIGBURY COFFEE MORNING
Monthly fundraising event at the Memorial
Hall in St Ann’s Chapel. First Wednesday
every month - 10.30 to noon. Cakes stall,
Coffee, bric-a-brac, books, textiles, cards etc.
Chance to meet with friends and make
friends.
Yvonne Klidjian and Jean Wright
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com
01548 810029

MEMORIAL HALL COMMITTEE
Run by a Committee of main hall users to
develop a programme of activities for the
community in collaboration with Villages
in Action. The hall can be hired for
private events, club meetings or charity
functions
Chair: Charles Harrington
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

01548 810023

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS
AVON VALLEY PROJECT
Devon Wildlife Trust

Group of landwonders and volunteers
working to create wildlife corridors and enhance biodiversity in the River Avon Valley
from Dartmoor to Burgh Island.
www.devonwildlifetrust.org/what-we-do/
our-projects/avon-valley
Lynne Kenderdine
07392 865905
lkenderdine@devonwildlifetrust.org

SMALL ADS
(Local Residents)
Maximum of 20 words description,
contact tel number and name to:
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
Adverts free of charge to those who
have made an annual donation to
Bigbury News Please contact Henry
Wainwright for information about how
to donate to our running costs.
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS
BIGBURY
CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP
A new group of people wanting to help
promote awareness and action to ensure
our parish can measure its contribution
towards Net Zero. Interested people are
encouraged to make contact to develop
a strategy that will allow everyone in
Bigbury to help make a difference
somehow.

Louise Wainwright

01548 810991

AUNE CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION
Local conservationists concerned with
promoting biodiversity, the health and
safety of the River Avon, organising river
cleans and raising awareness of issues.
www.auneconservation.org.uk/
Stuart Watts
07392 865905
lkenderdine@devonwildlifetrust.org

BIGBURY TREE PEOPLE
Volunteers planting trees in Bigbury,
organising woodland walks and talks.

Louise Wainwright

01548 810991
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Modbury Health Centre
Poundwell Meadow
Modbury PL21 0QL
01548 830666
www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

SOUTH HAMS HOSPITAL
LEAGUE of FRIENDS
Unfortunately the hospital is still dealing
with the fallout of Covid-19. The 6 extra
beds (donated by SHHLOF) are still
being kept in case they need to be used
by recuperating patients discharged from
Derriford. The hospital is still being kept
Covid free. Although we are having to
wait for many of our clinics to be able to
operate again the Minor Injuries Unit
is operating as usual 7 days a week from
9.a.m. to 5 p.m. Please arrive with masks
in place. We hope to be able to keep you
informed of any changes.
After consulting with the Matron, the
Friends have organised to continue the
supply of a basket of fruit from Alan’s
Apple, the Greengrocer in Kingsbridge,
to be sent to the Hospital every fortnight
in support of the staff and in appreciation
of their hard work in this difficult
period. We would like to thank Paul and
Laura Gritton of Alan’s Apple for their
generosity as they donated the fruit basket
over the last 6 weeks.
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Some of the 6th form students at
Kingsbridge Community College have
been working on a health care survey as
part of their studies and the League of
Friends are delighted to support their
efforts. The survey will give the people
of the South Hams a chance to give their
views on the importance of the hospital
to them, how they use the hospital, and
whether they are aware of the facilities
available locally, saving them the long trip
to Derriford.

The online survey will be live between
Monday 19th April and Sunday 9th May
and a link to take part will be widely
distributed (via Bigbury Drums) nearer
the time. A link will also be placed on
the front page of the League of Friends
website (www.shhlof.co.uk). The short
survey needs to be completed by as many
people as possible, so please do mention
it to your local friends. More details in
Bigbury Drums.

Daphne Jefferson
www.shhlof.co.uk/

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL SHELTER
Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001

countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE &
FURNITURE REMOVALS
We collect furniture donated to
our charity for re-sale. We need
volunteers for our shops and
warehouse Donations of cat food
welcome in Tesco and Morrison
stores in Kingsbridge
THANK YOU

Clinical Excellence
Could you spare a few hours for
the Modbury Caring Befriending
Service? Or - perhaps you feel that
you, yourself would benefit from a
few hours a week from a Befriender?
Find out more from the Befriending
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison.
07554 997140 or
modburycaring@gmail.com.
You can drop in to see her on
Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 noon at
the Modbury Parish Office by the
Co-op in Galpin Street, Modbury.

Full Eye Health Examinations
Contact Lens Specialists
Retinal Photography & Macula
Pigment Density Scan
Glaucoma Examinations
OCT Eye Scanning Examination
Free Hearing Assessments
Luxury Designer Brands

Call us today to book your appointment.
Nigel Frost Optometrist
3, Chene Court
Modbury
01548 830944

Kingsbridge Eye Care
No.1 The Promenade
Kingsbridge
01548 856854

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk

BIGBURY ARCHIVE
TUCKER IGNORES
HIS BISHOP
You would be forgiven for thinking this
is an article about our beloved farmer,
John Tucker, becoming a Chess Grand
Master and soon to be featured in the next
excellent series of the Queen’s Gambit.
Sadly not, neither is it even an article
about John, for once in his life, flying in
the face of higher authority. In fact, it is
all about an 1840s Bigbury Curate – the
Reverend William Tucker, who got into
serious trouble with Henry Phillpotts,
the Bishop of Exeter. He made the grave
error of taking church services without
the proper license and continued to do
so on even when told not to. It is a story
which reveals a lot about the personnel,
the politics and the differences in wealth
within the Anglican Church nigh on 200
years ago.
SO WHO WAS WILLIAM TUCKER?
First of all let me make it clear that there
is no evidence that he was a relation of
the family now residing in Folly Farm.
Even so, his age, background and origins
are difficult to untangle. He was just an
obscure and lowly Curate of Bigbury,
serving the 650 or so souls of this parish
(remember the “lost village” still was
in existence then). He appears to have
been a scholar of some repute in his
youth and had previously been a teacher
at Dr Burney’s Academy in Gosport, an
institution which prepared pupils for the
Navy. He had been ordained in 1816 in
Exeter Cathedral by the previous Bishop
but other than that little is known except
that he was paid £120 per year as our
Curate.
IN CONTRAST, HENRY PHILLPOTTS
held the BISHOPRIC of EXETER, a
very rich diocese as it included what is
now Truro. No wonder Henry held on to
the See as long as he could, from 1830 to
1869, and he only belatedly announced
his retirement when he was 91. He had
attended Oxford University and become
its preacher after taking holy orders. By
the young age of 31 he had held risen to
Prebend due to his successful marriage to
the niece of the Earl of Eldon, a marriage
which bore him 18 children as well as
connections in high places.
So he needed money and not only got
it as Bishop of Exeter (£3000 pa) but he
also kept an additional £4000 as Canon
from his previous placement in Durham,
although he was now an absentee. He
expected to live like a nobleman so he
built himself a palace with 25 acres of
gardens at Torquay (subsequently the
now defunct Palace Hotel near Anstey’s
beach). This was a much more lavish and
preferable place to live in with his huge

family than the Residence by the Cathedral
in the centre of Exeter. It is rumoured,
though unsubstantiated, that profits from
slavery helped the Palace’s construction.
Although a genuinely religious and earnest
(cont page 9)
man he was a stubborn one and a strict
disciplinarian who wanted order in his
churches and he was not adverse to using
legal action to force his measures through.
He was unpopular, locals burnt his effigy
on Guy Fawkes night, but he left an
enduring mark as a church reformer, as a
founder of both the theological college at
Exeter and the Bishop Phillpott’s Library
in Truro in order to educate the clergy
in the south west. He also restored the
cathedral which had fallen into a ruined
condition.

brought in and our two churchwardens,
Samuel Wroth and Thomas Pearse, there
to attend and give evidence early in 1843.
To his credit Wroth supported Tucker by
confirming that Livingstone was hardly
ever present, while all the Rector did
was to write and say that Tucker would
explain his actions. Tucker admitted his
guilt and said he would accept what ever
punishment came his way.

He was originally from County Mayo
in Ireland, he had been educated at
Trinity College in Dublin, before being
Ordained in September 1821 in Exeter
Cathedral. He had got into trouble with
the same Bishop back in 1831 because
he had not asked permission to be absent
from Bigbury and because he had let the
Rectory( now Glebe House in Easton) go
to ruins, ignoring the Bishop’s secretary’s
demands to make the necessary repairs.
Pluralism was rife at the time because
holding more than one position increased
the income you could receive. It did mean
that in your absence the care of souls
would be left to a poorly paid curate with
little standing.

in 1844 he was prosecuted for housing
smuggled brandy in the Rectory. In the
trial he got his housekeeper to say he
was away in Plymouth at the time but
the Court saw through that and fined the
corrupt clergyman the full penalty of £100.

BUT IT DID NOT END THERE. In
February 1843 the Bishop’s agent tried
to serve William with a formal warning
but he had already left his residence
in Cumery. By the end of March a
newspaper article reported that Tucker had
been bombarding the Bishop and others
with so many menacing letters that Henry
had decided to take out legal protection.
IF HENRY WAS THE BISHOP AND
Because William had actually been seen
TUCKER THE PAWN, then the
in the neighbourhood of the Bishop’s
REVEREND TERENCE LIVINGSTONE Palace a warrant for his immediate capture
was the BLACK KNIGHT responsible
was issued on the grounds of insanity.
for causing the problem. He was Rector
William was caught and committed to the
of Bigbury from 1822, appointed by the
Lunatic Asylum in Exeter - a place he was
Church Patrons – the Duke of Cleveland
familiar with as it transpired he had been
and Countess Dowager of Sandwich- and committed there several times already!
he lived off the profits from the 100 acres
of church land and the tithes of £500,
WHAT HAPPENED SUBSEQUENTLY
giving him an annual income here of £688, remains unclear. Bishop Henry survived
but he had income from other parishes as
and died in his sleep in 1867. Livingstone
well and preferred to live in them rather
surprisingly remained as Rector until 1861
than here in Bigbury.
even though he was again in trouble for

SO WHAT DID WILLIAM TUCKER
DO WRONG? He had been instructed
not to take a Church Service in September
1842 as it was found out that he did not
have the specific written permission from
this Bishop to carry out any Divine service
(contrary to Canons 48 and 49 of the
Anglican Church). He had ignored the
Bishop’s instruction but he pleaded he
had done so on the grounds that he was
carrying out the unanimous wish of the
parishioners to take the service given the
Rector was never present and no-one else
had been sent. The Bishop would not be
fobbed off and ordered a Commission
to be set up in Totnes, with witnesses

There is no evidence of a new curate until
the Reverend Fortesques’s appointment in
1848, so probably in the meantime Bigbury
had to rely heavily on the Church Wardens
to carry out the services. From the 1851
census it appears that poor William was
living in Ivy Cottage in Kingsbridge, he
seems to have been taken in and looked
after by the benevolent Dimond family.
POSTSCRIPT. A new Rector was
appointed in 1861. The Reverend
Frederick Farrer should be praised for
overseeing the renovations to the Rectory
that were so sorely needed, and it was
he who instigated the restoration of St
Lawrence itself, the Victorian church that
you see today is due to his handiwork.
This reform was so necessary as there were
two thriving non conformist churches in
the village at that time which had clearly
been serving the spiritual needs of the
parishioners far better than the Anglican
Church had been doing during this its
Dark Age.

Norman Botton
Bigbury History Society Archivist
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ST LAWRENCE MATTERS
St Lawrence has moved from online to
in person Sunday services for the last few
weeks, having satisfied ourselves it is safe
to do so, and that social distancing can be
maintained. The problem for the church
and really for any venue is not ensuring
physical distancing actually in the venue
but stopping people bunching up and
‘mingling’ on the way in and out. It is very
human to want to get close to someone to
talk to them, particularly when the sense of
hearing might not be as good as it was!
The search for funding for the Tower and
Bells continues with some recent successes;
the Garfield Weston Foundation has
pledged £10,000 and the Sharpe Trust
£400 towards the bells. The next funder to
approach is the National Lottery Heritage
Fund now that the fund has reopened. This
will be a difficult nut to crack as under
their new criteria the National Lottery
favours those projects which provide

employment and/or training with capital
works almost incidental. We also need
to demonstrate community relevance
and potential community use, and to this
end the questionnaires returned by 104
householders have been supportive and
informative – thank you for responding, and
if you haven’t, please give five minutes to
add your voice, contact me for the form!
On the maintenance front the fire
appliances have had their annual service,
and our valiant treasurer Alison has been
hunting out a cheaper electricity supplier –
not so simple as for a domestic customer as
the church draws 3 phase current. Tenders
are currently being sought for rebuilding
one of the churchyard entrance pillars and
refurbishing the gates – these works are
being funded by the Parish Council and the
Friends of St Lawrence, to whom we are
very grateful.

and bells restoration project, and/or can
offer any practical or financial help to our
precious Grade 2* listed church, Bryan
Carson (01548 810296) and myself on
the PCC Building Sub Committee will be
delighted to speak with you. Until the next
time,
Vic Gubbins (
01548 810651 / vic.gubbins@homecall.

TOTAL PLEDGED GRANTS

Devon Historic Churches Trust

£21,200
£4000

Pilgrim Trust			£1800
Wolfson Foundation		
Garfield Weston Foundation
Sharpe Trust			

£5000
£10000
£400

If you wish to know more about the tower

The ‘inSPIREd apPEAL’
for the Restoration of the Tower and Bells at St Lawrence!
Inevitably a quiet start to 2021’s
fundraising by reason of lockdown, but
the ‘inSPIREd apPEAL’ continues. Up
to mid-March, £800, mostly gift aided
(thank you!), has been directly donated:
a generous £500 from regular visitors
to our lovely parish, £200 from a local
businessman, and three locals contributing
the rest, mostly resulting from clearance of
goods.
Ten people have so far responded to editor
Louise’s call for 140 people to give £500 –
wonderful – can YOU add to that number?
We need to keep up the momentum,
as Covid restrictions continue to push
fundraising activities into the second half
of the year, and a lot more money is still
needed to start the work. To donate, with
gift aid if possible, to the fund please
contact me or see the form o page 8.
A recent zoom session has been
brainstorming ideas for later in the
year as restrictions are eased hopefully
and more social events can be held in
Covid compliant ways. Several musical
events are anticipated, covering a range
from classical and gospel to jazz and
contemporary. Walks, exhibitions, fish
suppers, fairs are all in view.
If you have an outdoor space of any size
you are proud of and would like to share
with others, please do contact me to
discuss a possible open gardens event in
June or July.
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Local author John Simes has generously
offered to support the T & B fund with the

launch of his 3rd book later in the year –
watch this space!
Of course, we have on-going fundraisers!
Bigbury Past & Present can be bought
from the author, Henry Wainwright
(henry.wainwright52@gmail.com) or me
(see contacts below) or Holywell Stores
and the Beach Shop.
Jan Davies is happy to research back to
sixteen great great grandparents for you, in
return for a donation direct to the fund, so
far raising £1050! Please do contact her to
discuss her generous offer on jannydavies@
icloud.com or 07485 263423.
Venus Company are donating 5p per
cup of tea bought from any of their cafes,
which remain open for takeaways currently
– please do give them and the fund your
support! The Bigbury ‘Underground
Maps’ and Landscape photographs are
on display in the Venus diner and can be
purchased from Louise Wainwright 01548
810991.
If there is an idea, product or service
you can offer to contribute to this vital
fundraising effort, I will be delighted to
hear from you.
Looking forward to sharing more good
news in June’s Bigbury News, and please
also follow the Bigbury Drums or contact
me for updates.
Jill Gubbins 01548 810651
jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk
www.bigburynews.com/church

Just a note
We are not a regular church-goers
ourselves but, like many people in
Bigbury, my husband Henry and I feel
a great empathy with the Church of St
Lawrence and what it represents to our
community in Bigbury.
For me, its the connection which
St Lawrence has with people from
generations past who have lived in and
loved Bigbury that stirs me into action.
Having retired and returned to England
from Africa, nothing would give me
more joy than to hear the quintessential
sound of church bells ringing across
our beautiful valleys. The sound will
remind me that we live in a beautiful
place within a caring community.
When we can all hear the bells at the
same moment in time, the experience
will make us one.
It’s just wrong to let a Grade 2* listed
heritage building of this charm and
beauty to crumble and fall. That’s what
will happen to the Tower & Bells if we
don’t all pull together now and help Vic
and Jill raise the money needed to save
this church for future generations.
If you have not visited the church,
please do so. Take a walk around
the gravestones and tell the people
lying there that you will help save St
Lawrence.
Louise & Henry Wainwright

LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL AND MAY
April 4th

Aveton Gifford
11.00 am
Communion

Bigbury
11.00 am

(by extension)

Communion

Communion

Sunday worship

April 18th

Lay led service

Sunday worship

April 25th

Communion

May 2nd

Sunday worship

Evening Prayer
(4 pm)
Communion

May 9th

Communion

Sunday worship

May 16th

Communion

Sunday worship

Sunday worship

Communion

(Easter Day)

April

11th

May 23rd
(Pentecost)

Kingston
9.30 am
Communion
(by extension)

Modbury
9.30 am
Communion

Ringmore
9.30 am
Communion
(by extension)

Sunday worship
Communion
(11 am)

All age service

Lay led service

Communion

Sunday worship

Lay led service

Sunday worship

Communion

Sunday worship

Communion

Sunday worship

Sunday worship
Communion
(11 am)

All age service

Communion

Communion

Sunday worship

Sunday worship

Sunday worship

Communion

Team service
(TBC)

May 30th

Easter = hope!
As I write it looks as though from Easter onwards life will be getting back to some kind of
normality. Soon we will be able to meet up with friends and family in gardens, then as the summer
progresses go to their homes, go to the pub, eat a meal in a restaurant and go on holiday. Easter
equals hope for our nation coming slowly out of lockdown.
It seems fitting that Easter is the beginning of this slow thaw of lockdown, as Easter has always
meant hope. Around the globe millions of people have gathered every Easter Sunday to celebrate
hope, to celebrate the events two thousand years ago when the unimaginable happened. After the
darkness and injustice of Jesus’ death on Good Friday, despair turned to hope with the
resurrection of Jesus from the grave.
Last Easter, in the midst of the first lockdown, The Queen spoke to the nation with these words:
“This year, Easter will be different for many of us, but by keeping apart we keep others safe. But
Easter isn’t cancelled; indeed, we need Easter as much as ever. The discovery of the risen Christ
on the first Easter Day gave his followers new hope and fresh purpose, and we can all take heart
from this. We know that coronavirus will not overcome us. As dark as death can be – particularly
for those suffering with grief – light and life are greater.
As we come out of lockdown, come along on a Sunday, or to any of the other events our local
churches run, to hear how you can make the hope of Easter part of your hope for the future. The
hope of light and life.

The Revd Matthew Rowland

Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday)
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73370), Michael Tagent (810520)
Website: www.modburyteam.org
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COMMUNITY EVENTS in support of THE TOWER & BELLS FUND
FRIENDS of
ST LAWRENCE
By joining FOSL and gift-aiding an
annual subscription of £20, you will
help to fund the annual maintenance of
the church building.
These funds are ring-fenced and can
only be used for maintenance and
restoration.
Gill Cook 01548 810156

Our thanks to Michael
Smith of Venus Cafe who
is hosting a Post Lockdown
Exhibition of the famous
Bigbury Underground Maps (£40) and
fine art prints from local landscape
photographers (£50). To order contact:
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
01548 810991
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BIGBURY

If there is something you could create
or a service you could provide that
might help in the Bigbury Community
effort to raise the funds needed to
restore St Lawrence Tower & Bells Bigbury News will help promote your
efforts.
Please contact Jill Gubbins if you
would like to talk through your ideas,

01548 810651
jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk

I

BIGBURY

GIFT VOUCHERS
Jan Davies has very generously offered
to continue researching one Family
Tree per week to support the
Tower & Bells Fund
Your own Family Tree is such a
Treasure to have and to give to the
next generation.
Please contact Jan if you would like
to be in the queue

07485 263423
jannydavies@icloud.com

Appeal co-ordinator: Jill Gubbins, (01548 810651 / jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk / 07745 990270) Please complete the form below,
for cheque or bank transfer gifts. Please Gift Aid your donation if possible, (your postcode is necessary). THANK YOU !

I enclose a cheque for £__________ payable to St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Account, or
I have transferred £__________ with my name as reference, into the fund above.
Title: St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Sort Code: 30-98-97 Account No. 87437468 or
BIC: LOYDGB21031 or IBAN: GB89 LOYD 3098 9787 4374 68
GIFT AID DECLARATION: I should like St Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, to reclaim tax on all donations I make now or at a later date. I understand that I must pay an amount of UK income or capital
gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed.
Signature:
Date:
PRINT Name:
Tel or email contact:
Address:
Post code:
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THANK YOU ! Please return this slip to The Church Treasurer, c/o Jill Gubbins, Sea Cove, 2 Folly
Hill, Bigbury on Sea, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AR. Please tick here …. for us to acknowledge receipt of gift.

OBITUARY for Moira Gilhooly
(nee McSherry)
11/5/1959 - 15/2/2021

Moira Gilhooly, daughter of Iris and Jim McSherry, died peacefully in the care of her four children on 15th February having received a diagnosis of stage four lung cancer in the autumn of 2020. Her condition deteriorated more quickly than was expected and
she was admitted to hospital then moved to St Luke’s Hospice just before Christmas.
Moira has lived at the family home at Seahaven, on Ringmore Drive, Bigbury-on-Sea since she came to nurse her mum, Iris, in
2018. Moira’s funeral took place at Westerleigh Crematorium near Bristol on 8th March. Current restrictions limited attendance at
the funeral to very close friends and family. Donations were directed to the hospices of St Luke in Plymouth and St Peter in Bristol
both of which were responsible for exemplary care in the last few weeks of Moira’s life and to whom the family is extremely grateful.
Moira was born in Richmond where the
family lived in a police flat near the centre
of town, the fourth child in a family of
six children and the first girl. When she
was three the family moved to a house in
Kingston-on-Thames and it was here that
she spent the rest of her childhood and
adolescence.

cards and poster art. It had been her plan
to publish them and to build a business in
that market.

Moira was fiery and stubborn, a trait,
it seems, she shared with many in her
family. She was caring, delicate and soft
and needed nurturing, she loved flowers
and birds, the warmth of the sun and
Moira was an exceptional scholar, was
the micro moments of life that are all
promoted two years above her age while at too easily missed, but this side was all
primary school and finished her secondary too often hidden by her confrontational
education with an equally outstanding
nature, which she had from the very
flourish of success. Moira left school to
beginning. Even as a small child she
study fine art at Edinburgh University
would stand her ground against her
but found the place and the course didn’t
father in a manner that her older brothers
suit her so she left and applied for a
considered extremely unwise and unlikely
place at teacher training college for the
to be profitable.
following year where she was to specialise Moira was the very proud mother of
in teaching art. This was a decision made
in heaven, she flourished, met her future
husband and became the confident,
joyous, creative teacher and mum whose
life we celebrate.
Pete and she married, had four children
and their home became a festival of
Moira’s art and creativity. Food, play and
the materials of the house all came to be
part of her pallet. The walls were a delight
to the eye, covered throughout with scenes
from her imagination. An aeroplane
appeared to pass through the wall of one
room only to reappear in the room next
door. Her creativity sometimes meant that
the children would come home to find the
legs chopped off the table, but also to be
surrounded by colour and imagination
which spilled out onto their childhood
bedroom walls.
Food was another cause for celebration
and creativity. Pete is from an Anglo
Indian background and Moira relished
being introduced by her mother-in-law to
an entirely new way of cooking which she
shared with great joy. Parties and social
gatherings at Moira’s house involved
spice and colour and games and fun. In
recent times Moira has created the most
joyous and beautiful range of greetings

four children: Aidan, Connor, Euan
and Bebhinn and took great comfort
and joy in each of the partners they
have chosen all of whom she considered
to be exceptionally fine people. She
had a special place in her heart for her
granddaughter, Billie, who has brought
her great happiness.

Kevin McSherry

“When we walk amongst beauty
we feel you near, your gift of life
has been returned to this earth, and
how lucky it is to have you back!”
(Bebhinn)

NINETEENTH HOLE
People will recall that on the 22nd
February the Prime Minister, Boris
Johnson, announced details of the road
map out of lockdown. This included
information about the expected opening of
golf courses with a date of the 29th March
announced. All Bigbury members are so
looking forward to being able to return to
the course, enjoying all the benefits gained
from playing golf. Indeed golfers across
England will be eagerly awaiting this day.

her husband’s father suffered from heart
problems for the whole of his life, and
her own mother had an aneurism and
then a stroke. Also there are members
of the club who have needed surgery and
treatment for heart conditions. Charities
especially need support at this time as
many of their sources of income have
been affected by Covid and the many
lockdowns, so Dot will be working hard
with fund raising.

Jason Pheasant, our General Manager,
advises that unfortunately the shop, bar
and kitchen has to remain closed until the
12th April although we will see the return
of the popular “Snack Shack” on the 29th
March. Jason and his colleagues are busy
preparing for the return of members to the
club; competitions will resume on April
10th for Ladies, and April 11th for men.
He also reports that Richard and his green
keeping team are beavering away, often in
challenging conditions, to get the course
in tip top condition for the return of the
Club’s golfers.

Dot reports that she has been advised
Bigbury Golf Course is in wonderful
condition, thanks to our outstanding green
keepers, and she is so looking forward to
seeing it, as well as meeting up with staff
and club golfers again.

Marlene Johnson
Golf Correspondent
Right: Bigbury Golf Club’s 2021 Lady
Captain, Dot Kenneth

Whilst the 2020 Men’s, Seniors and Juniors
Captains are continuing for their second
year, we do have a new Lady Captain for
2021, Dot Kenneth.
Dot is a long standing and popular
member of Bigbury Golf Club and says
she is so looking forward to “getting into
the swing of golf ” again. She says that
whilst we’ve been in lockdown and not
been able to get out onto the course all
of this year to date, with the amount of
storms experienced, along with the rain
that has fallen, probably many golfers will
agree that not a lot of enjoyable golf has
been missed.
Dot’s chosen Charity is the British Heart
Foundation and her reasons include
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SIGN UP

to a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter
about local events and alerts, via email.
Please complete the on-line form or
contact the editor.

bigburydrums@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com

New Flexible
Membership of
Bigbury Golf Club
for infrequent golfers
£350 per year

Play up to 30 rounds of golf
Up to 3 guests per round
Play all PlayMoreGolf courses in the UK
Online booking through PlayMoreGolf
Advanced 7-day booking
Hold an official handicap*
*after payment of affiliation fee
Play in selected competitions
Members social event calendar
01548 810 557
enquiries@bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Bigbury Tea Garden is so grateful
for your support during lockdown.
Locals have enjoyed our hot
drinks and homemade cakes. Friday
evening takeaways are popular with the
surrounding villages and our Sunday
bakery has become quite a destination.
We hope to be allowed to open the terrace
for seating on the 12th of April but it will
be another month before anyone can sit
inside. We will continue to serve takeaway
coffee and cake from 11 till 5, Wednesday
through till Sunday and also home-made
croissants, various Danish pastries and
cinnamon rolls fresh from the oven on a
Sunday. After the success of our Mother’s
Day treat box, we will be offering a preordered Indulgent Sharing box or High Tea
box each Sunday.

Charlie 07910 076382
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(Lower Car Park, Bigbury On Sea)

BIGBURY TEA GARDEN
Takeaway. Service
Wed to Sun 11am – 5pm.
Coffees, teas, hot chocolates, fresh
homemade cakes and soups

Stunning views, delicious food,
bean coffees, home made cakes.

Friday Takeaway Meal
delivered to pick up points in the
surrounding villages.
See Bigbury Drums for menu.

Our dining area is available for
parties & private hire.
See our website www.lovingthebeach.co.uk
for opening times and full menus.
Café: 01548 810141
Watersports: 01548 810535

s
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The Big Bakery on Sundays fresh
croissants and pastries.
Orders 07910 076382
Whats App or text.

McBAR’S JARS

Even the painters have been in. The
suites are looking lovely. Such diligent,
caring, knowledgeable, well mannered,
unassuming, quiet people. What they
were doing at Burgh Island is one of the
profound mysteries of life. Open minded
too. I once spent the night in the Pilchard
with an Argyle fan. You can’t get more
broad minded than that.

Dear Fellow Coasters,
Is the galloping horse slowing down now?
Can we start to get off ? An exhilaration
as we approach the end of the course and
our trusty Burgh steed has looked after us
all the way. Sheer grit in such challenging
conditions but look! We’ve come through.
All those stops and starts on the island.
It was the builders I felt for. I’m sure
the hokey cokey was not in their remit.
Nevertheless, we’re there. May 18th is the
date for the hotel and I believe we’re well
booked up. Smashing.

The grim grip of winter is lessening.
About time too if you ask me. Between
the sun and the rain, the pellucid gleam of
early spring is coming through. I once had
a tidy bit on a horse called Early Spring in
the 2.30 at Newton Abbot. Did it come
through for me? What do YOU think?
One cannot have things all one’s own way.
Some of you may remember when I had
all my bar waistcoats stolen way back in
the Nineties. We had dancing sensation
Michael Flatley’s River Dance Troupe
staying with us during a week’s residency

at Plymouth Pavilions. I couldn’t work
out where my waistcoats had gone until
lovely Tash, our Head Waitress, returned
from having seen them and breathlessly
announced that they were all wearing
my different waistcoats on stage at the
Pavilions. She recognised the cream
wool mix one ( one button and a natural
shoulder feel) being worn by Sinead as it
had a Bonne Maman chocolate mousse
stain on the left pocket. Incensed, I
phoned their people. Only to be told by
an angry voice on the other end that I had
“no proof ” before the phone was slammed
down on me.
Worse was to follow. The next day,
from the staff room window, I espied the
comedian, Eddie Izzard and the actress,
Catherine Zeta Jones, cavorting on the
beach, wearing my blue damask number
and my rhinestones one.
continued overleaf....
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BEACH BANTER

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021
and as we begin to emerge from lockdown
we cannot wait to open and safely welcome you all back!
We will open on the 1st of April and will
be available for surf and SUP lessons and
equipment hire. We are going to be open
everyday throughout the Easter holidays
and we have plenty of availability on all
of our lessons including group and private
lessons and our ever popular 5 day surf
course for 8-16 year olds (w/c 12th April).
We’re prepared and covid safe - for example group sizes are currently a maximum
of 5 to1 and we’re all observing social
distancing and disinfecting equipment.
We’ve got a packed agenda of surf courses
lined up throughout the season and there’s
something to suit everyone, from our
standard lessons to Fast Track surf courses,
5 day surf courses and Surf Club courses.
We’ve invested in plenty of new kit including SUPs, kayaks and surfboards, and can’t
wait to get out on the water.
If you’re interested in booking any of our
lessons or courses please get in touch.
Our Surf Club courses were very popular last year - these are for children aged
8-16yrs who have already had a surf lesson
with us at Discovery and are keen to

McBar;s Jars (continued from p 11)
I chased after them of course - all the
way to Challaborough - where they went
to ground somewhere in the vicinity of
Follyfoot, where Chris and Lou live. I
returned empty handed.
A phone call from Devon and Cornwall
Police the next day put me out of my
misery: my waistcoats had turned up in
a wardrobe next to the line at Plymouth
station, where the 4.50 to Paddington had
just departed. I believe that was where
the River Dance Extravaganza was next
performing. The waistcoats were cordoned
off with police tape but I eventually got
them back - all dry cleaned of course - but
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surf regularly with like minded children,
develop their surf skills and have lots of
fun! The courses will start from the 20th of
April. You can choose from a Saturday/
Sunday or Tuesday after school session,
so there should be a time to suit everyone.
There are limited places so please get in
touch if you’re keen to get booked in.
We’ve set the date for this years’ ASI Level
1 Surf Instructor course - 19th/20th June.
This comprehensive course is a great way
to combine your love of surfing with a
career that can take you around the world.
Beach Lifeguard training is conducted by
Coast to Coast Water safety and they have
a full agenda of courses available as well.
We look forward to seeing you all very
soon, all the best -

Annika, Martin
and the Discovery Team
chocolate mousse is so difficult to get out.
The stain was still there. You see? You
can’t have it all or as we say on Burgh: sic
frei ad crustullum - that’s the way the cookie
crumbles.
Ah, yes. Spring. Warmer days are on
their way. A thought occurred to me as
I finished my Entrecote Bearnaise and
Savarin au Rhum in the Pig’s Nose at
South Prawle the other day. It’ll soon
be time for a cooling summer thing. My
“Ocean Mist” will do the trick;
Into a shaker with some ice,
add 50ml Jose Cuervo Tequila;
25ml Hendrick’s Gin;
10ml Bols Blue Curacao and then a splash of
Lemon Juice.
Shake and strain and garnish. Voila.

martin@discoverysurf.com
www.discoverysurf.com
07813 639622 / 01548 810535
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
NEWSLETTER HERE:
http://eepurl.com/dvWAJf
www.facebook.com/discoverysurfschool
www.instagram.com/discoverysurfschool

Bluey Stevens and I had a liquid lunch
on those one afternoon and all our
old traits resurfaced. He was always
excellent at re-cutting stolen gems and
re-setting the stones. He dealt with the
highest in Europe and the lowest in the
underworld. That left me to get rid of the
bracelets but that’s where I was rumbled.
Softboard Pete’s Manor was no longer
Hatton Garden. We didn’t know. We’re
now languishing in the kind of hotel the
government runs. Me? A collector of the
Great Masters? In Chokey?
Remember where you heard it first, you
good people. Fare Thee Well My friends.
Until we meet again. For you Avengers
fans out there, don’t be doing anything you
wouldn’t tell Mother. Your Long Suffering
Barman, McBar xxx

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island and Discovery Surf. Thank you.

BEACH BANTER
EMPIRE HARRY
The report of stormy seas & the video
(Bigbury TV) reminded me of a shipwreck.
When I was a boy of not yet 5 years old &
living at Inner Hope, we witnessed many
storms & sometimes, ships anchoring off
Bigbury Bay.
The wreck of the tug ‘EMPIRE HARRY’
was particularly memorable, because
we could see it from our home. She ran
aground off Beacon Point in a storm,
towing two barges. With a maximum
speed of only 10 knots & fog, it must have
been an unavoidable accident. The crew
were safely taken off, but the ship’s cat
could not be found, & so was left aboard.
The storm endured for several days and we
could see the tug, stuck fast on rocks and
rolling from one side, to the other and back
again. My mother, who was particularly
fond of cats, was very concerned, as were
many of the villagers.
Eventually, the storm passed & the seas
calmed. One of the villagers, Percy Jarvis,
ventured off in his rowing boat, came
alongside and managed to board the now

BEACH RAVE &
PARTY SPIRIT
I hope that you don’t mind my writing to
you , but the suggestion came from Gary
McBar ( so you can blame him!).
My wife and I have been regulars at
Burgh Island Hotel for over 15 years and
obviously love the hotel as well as the
surrounding area.

Photo above: The Empire Harry
www.submerged.co.uk/empire-harry/
battered hulk. He managed to find the
traumatized cat and brought her ashore.
There was a knock on our back door and
there stood Percy with this much shaken
and starving cat. My mum cuddled the
cat and nursed her back to good health.
Of course we kept her. Mum decided
the most appropriate name for her was
’Sailor’.
thing for me was that there are few men
dancing in the picture and I wondered
whether it was because of the devastation
to the menfolk in WW1.
I assume that the picture would have been
very early 20’s.
With kind regards,
Frank Annable.

In 1948 ‘Sailor’ moved with us to Combe
Farm, Bigbury, where she spent the rest of
her life catching rats & mice, also rearing
several kittens. .

Noel Thornton
Combe Resident

Bigbury News is delighted to
receive these two very interesting
photographs and reminiscences
from Readers. If you have anything
to share - please get in touch

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

I have written a few short stories over
the years and recently dusted off a story
that had a specific Burgh island theme
(Party Spirit). It’s a light hearted tale that
incorporates some of the hotel’s notable
guests from the hotel’s heyday. Gary
suggested that you may be able to find a
use for the story in the Bigbury newsletter.
If so please feel free to use it. It may well
help to lighten the gloom of recent times.
The photo (right) of a Beach Rave from
memory came from a book about Agatha
Christie. We came across it when we were
staying in a B&B. Because of the Burgh
island interest I thought it worth keeping
and so photographed the picture.
It may well be part of the Agatha Christie
estate photos. Please pass it on to the
History Society as they may well have
access to such archives. The interesting

13

BIGBURY GARDENERS
Please join the Bigbury Gardeners Whats
App group and share your photos, tips and
disasters with other Bigbury Gardeners.
Just send a request to Louise Wainwright
on 07908 525663. You are welcome.
Every September, Angie Bond and Sally
Watts organise the Bigbury Produce Fair
in the Memorial Hall. Last year this had
to be an online event but loyal gardeners
joined in with photographic exhibits and
the judges fulfilled their usual role. For
the first time Certificates were made and
presented to the winners and runners up.
A warm invitation is sent to all gardeners
in Bigbury to start preparing land, buying
seeds and transplants (bottom right), chitting
potatoes (top right) etc. Let’s see if we can
get a lot of new comers to enter the Show
in 2021. See you there! Good luck.
Louise Wainwright

Avon Mill
Super Garden Centre, Café & Shops
Open 7 Days • Dogs Welcome
Parking • Woodland Walks

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Loddiswell • Kingsbridge • TQ7 4DD

01548 550338

01548 550400
sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

DOG OWNERS MUST HAVE THE MEANS WITH THEM to PICK UP AFTER THEIR PETS - IT’S THE LAW
SHDC restrictions on when dogs are
allowed on some beaches have been in
place since 2014. The Council states that
their intension is to create space for all on
the beach at Bigbury – after local concern.
Every 3 years the Council is required to
review its Dog Control Orders and decide
whether to renew the Orders and if so
whether any changes need to be made.
These are rules, which dictate where dog
walkers can take their dogs and how they
are expected to behave when they are
there.

In addition to this the changes being
proposed at Bigbury are specifically about
how the space on the beach is divided.
The Council wants to enable more people
to use and enjoy the beaches in the way
that they would like to.

A spokesperson for the Council said:
“While conducting the consultation we
were made aware that there are in fact
three groups of people who would like to
enjoy Bigbury Beach. Dog walkers, day
visitors to the beach with dogs and those
without dogs. “It was important to us that
we create a safe space for families with
Dog Orders are created for the protection
dogs to enjoy the beach with the benefits
of the public and to enable dogs to enjoy
of the lifeguards being present, as well
our beautiful coast and countryside as well. as a space for people to enjoy the beach
The story, which was run by several news
without dogs. “The amendments to the
outlets in March, had misunderstood
Dog Control Orders create these three
the Dog Control Orders that are being
separate spaces. If the Orders are agreed
proposed and suggested that this was a
by the Council on 25 March, further maps
new ban for dogs at several popular spots.
and clarification will be issued to show
These Orders are not new but are in fact
exactly how the space is to be divided at
existing Orders that are being reviewed.
Bigbury.
The main points are:
Orders preventing dog owners from
•
All dog walkers must have means with
walking their dogs at on Mouthwell Sands
them to pick up after their dog
at Hope Cove, South Sands at Salcombe,
•
Dogs must be on leads in Car Parks,
and part of Bigbury beach at specific
Cemeteries and Churchyards, any
times between May 1 and September 30
fenced, hedged or walled pond, area
have been in place since 2014. The only
of water or nature reserve, marked
new aspect is that now, dog owners are
sports fields whilst organised sport
required to carry the means to pick up
is in progress, areas delineated as
after their pet.
formal gardens, and Courtenay Park,
and inspected for signs of metal shavings
from the cylinder bores or rings that might
A CAR JOURNEY
indicate a problem. George Cocker was not
patient enough for that. He offered to let
I shall probably never get over the death of
my wife last August and while recalling past Dad borrow his new car and perform the
run in for him while driving to St. Albans.
memories of our trips together my mind
He would use his old car till Dad got back.
turned to my own first car trip at Bigbury.
I had probably been in a car before but
Just preparing for the trip started the day
this trip was different. We were going on
before, with Mum cooking hard boiled eggs
vacation to my grandmother at St. Albans.
to make sandwiches. We children were
roused at about 4:30 am. Mum had already
Modern cars and roads, particularly in
made egg sandwiches for us and bloater
the USA, do not compare. Denise and I
paste sandwiches Dad. (Dad’s favourite was
would take spur of the moment trips to the
Shippams bloater paste and I also developed
mountains, have lunch, generally potter
a liking for it.) Everything was wrapped in
about and return home by 5 pm for dinner.
grease proof paper and packed in brown
A round trip of 250 miles. Bigbury to St.
paper bags ready for lunch. Dad had fetched
Albans was a similar distance. The big
the car the day before and the luggage had
difference was the time and preparation.
been loaded. It was very cramped. Two
It was the very late 1940s or early 1950s and brothers and I were in the back seat with the
petrol was no longer rationed. My father
bags of food and the smaller luggage. Mum
did not own a car. He borrowed one from
was in the front with the new baby on her
George Cocker – I think it was a Ford 8
lap. Dad wanted to leave by 5:00 am.
or 10. In those days when you bought a
new car it had to be “run in”. For the first
I don’t remember too much detail about
100 miles you did not exceed 30 mph, not
the route. I recall Dad mentioning Drum
that many roads around Bigbury would
Bridges on the A30 as we went over the
let you exceed half that. Then for the next
two bumps and that he had to get onto the
several hundred miles you did not exceed 40 A303 before Yeovilton, where we stopped
mph, after which the oil had to be changed

•

•

Salcombe
Dogs are excluded from any fenced,
hedged or walled children’s play area,
any fenced, hedged or walled bowling
green, any fenced, hedged or walled
tennis court, any fenced, hedged or
walled skateboard or BMX park, any
fenced, hedged or walled putting green
Dogs are excluded between May 1
and September 30 at all times on
the part of Bigbury Beach from the
lifeguard steps to the high tide mark
to the east

The recommendation is to draw a line
from the lifeguard hut steps to the beach
allowing dogs to the west and no dogs
to the east of the line. This will afford
approximately a half and half split
whilst allowing both groups to position
themselves within the lifeguard patrolled
area on the beach.”
Anyone found in breach of these laws are
liable to a fine of £100 or up to £1000 if
the case comes to Court.
South Hams District Council will increase
the number of Locality Officers at
Bigbury to address problems about litter
and other matters of concern during the
peak holiday period. Any issues on dog
fouling can be reported here:
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/425/Home

for a snack. There was drizzle as we crossed
Salisbury Plain. The car had windshield
wipers driven by vacuum pressure and
they slowed to a standstill at times. Dad
got behind a slow lorry that kicked up a lot
mud. By the time he had passed the lorry
the windshield was covered in mud and
he had to stop to clean it. Then the lorry
passed us – several times. We stopped and
ate lunch near Amesbury. Dad drove slowly
past Blackbush airport so we could see the
airplanes. Blackbush was still operating in
those days. The airplanes looked huge but
most were just DC-3s. The De Havilland
Comet was not yet in service. We managed
to arrive at my grandmother’s home about
6 pm. The trip took about thirteen hours
to complete. Google suggests the modern
version takes about four hours.
Footnote: I noticed that my old home at the
Police Station is now home to the Bigbury
Bike Shack. I wonder if they know that
you can make a superb bike race track that
runs right around the house and tears up the
lawn!

David Ellis
Former resident who grew up in Bigbury and is
now retired in America.
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BIGBURY NET ZERO
The gauntlet is down. “ Who is going to
help galvanize the efforts of Bigbury parish
households and businesses to contribute
to The Devon Carbon Plan?” If you
are passionate about the environment
and want to help develop a Responsible
Bigbury Citizen Action Plan, then please
pick up the gauntlet and get in touch with
Bigbury News.

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
A Bigbury Climate Emergency Whats App
group will discuss the potential ways in
which individuals and businesses might
be able to reduce their carbon foot print.
Their deliberations, suggestions and
achievements will be published in Bigbury
News.
If Readers have any questions, please write
in to Bigbury News.
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South Hams District Council is one of
the partner organisations of the Devon
Climate Emergency Response Group.
The group are working together to create a
Devon Carbon Plan. The Devon Climate
Emergency project is raising awareness and
encouraging everyone to act. The project
aims to:
•
Reduce carbon emissions
•
Improve our environment
•
Get communities ready to respond to
a warmer world
The project’s ultimate vision is for a netzero carbon Devon, with its environment
and communities strengthened and
resilient to the effects of inevitable climate
change. Net Zero means that the balance
of carbon stores and emissions in any one
year will be zero.
www.climatechange.southhams.gov.uk/
devon-climate-emergency-project

The first step is to measure the current
Carbon Foot Print of your household or
business in Bigbury. You can do this via
the Carbon Savvy Calculator
www.carbonsavvy.uk/calculator/
The Administrator of the Carbon Savvy
Calculator has offered to work with
Bigbury News to collate half yearly reports
on our collective Bigbury Parish Carbon

Footprint. Bigbury will be a pilot scheme
that may be reviewed and promoted as a
a national parish scheme to encourage a
grass roots action mediated through parish
magazines and parish councils nationwide.

figure for all postcodes.

Bigbury Parish Council have given there
support to this initiative. Data entered
into the Carbon Savvy Calculator from
The following postcodes in Bigbury will be
included in the Bigbury Carbon Footprint.

There are three easy to use Carbon
Calculators on the Carbon Savvy website.

TQ74AN, TQ74AP, TQ74AP, TQ74AR,
TQ74AS, TQ74AT, TQ74AU, TQ74AW,
TQ74AY, TQ74AZ, TQ74BA, TQ74BB,
TQ74BB, TQ74BE, TQ74BG, TQ74BJ,
TQ74HG, TQ74HQ, TQ74JB, TQ74NH,
TQ74NN.
If your postcode is missing please alert
Bigbury News. All individual information
is completely confidential and only known
to the Administrator. It will not be shared.
Bigbury will only receive an amalgamated

The support of Local businesses and farms
is of great importance in reaching our
target of A Net Zero Bigbury. Let’s do it!

Taster Carbon Calculator
This calculator is an introduction to your
personal carbon footprint. It’s quick
and easy and you can play with entering
different numbers to see how much CO2
you save through various lifestyle choices.
Its quite a fun tool. Get the kids and
grandchildren involved.
Popular calculator
This calculator takes about five minutes
to complete and both the Taster and the
Popular calculators are based on info that
most people have in their heads.
Cont. page 18

Earn up to £11,200
for converting to
renewable heat
energy.
can replace your existing system
with air source heat pump,
renewable energy technology.
Ecodan Ambassador George Clarke

Reduce your
carbon footprint

Earn money back from
government grants

Reduce your
monthly bills

Claim your no obligation consultation today!
01803 308008

office@artizanlifestyle.com
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BIGBURY NET ZERO (Cont from page 17)
The Full Calculator

HELP BIGBURY REACH NET ZERO

As I hope you will be aware, although
most estuary visitors are not, the
Aveton Gifford sewage treatment
works is allowed 10 Combined
Sewage Overflows (CSOs) per year.
These CSOs permit the discharge of
raw, untreated sewage into the upper
estuary (adjacent to Timbers car park at
Aveton Gifford) after heavy rainfall or
‘equipment failure’, when the capacity
of the STW to deal with both sewage
and surface water is exceeded.

The full calculator requires having your
fuel bills to hand and takes around 30
minutes, giving you the satisfaction of
picking up the smallest of changes you
make in your lifestyle.
Bigbury News would be very pleased to
hear from you if you have taken some
initiatives and invested in alternative
energy, made large or small changes in
your lifestyle or planted trees - anything
which you think will make a difference.
Please share your experiences, queries,
and failures through the new Bigbury
Climate Emergency Whats App Group.
To join, just sent your contacts to Louise
Wainwright 07908 525663 Extracts form
the Whats App postings will be published
in Bigbury News to inspire and encourage
others to take part in the effort to .......

SOUTH HAMS HOSPITAL
LEAGUE of FRIENDS
2022 CALENDAR
Local photographer, Martyn
Norsworthy, has supported SHLOF by
contributing his landscape photographs
for the 2022 Calendar.
If your organisation or business would
like to sell this, especially to holiday
makers, then please contact Andrew
Clarke Selling price £6, available from
April 5th onwards. See poster below for
calendar contents. Beautiful!
01548 854515

If you care we can do it.
If you don’t - we wont!
Louise Wainwright
www.devoncommunities.org.uk/devon-netzero-task-force-0

PUBLIC CONSULTATION Wed 3rd March to Wed 14th April
The Draft Resource and Waste Strategy
for Devon and Torbay has been
published for consultation to seek the
views of local stakeholders, businesses
and residents. Responses will help shape
how Local Authority Collected Waste
is managed in Devon up to 2030. You
are invited to read the draft strategy
and respond to a series of questions
on subjects including reducing carbon
emissions, food waste, reducing waste,
increasing recycling and reuse. The
intention is to publish the final strategy
at the end of the year. Queries:

waste@devon.gov.uk
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SURFERS
AGAINST SEWAGE

We have long argued this to be an
intolerable public health situation
because the upper estuary is used ever
more frequently by wild swimmers,
SUP users, canoeists and the like. This
has never been a more relevant issue
than in these COVID times of greatly
increased recreational use of the estuary.
Information on the timing and duration
of the CSOs or the quantities of sewage
released are impossible to obtain on
a topical basis and our attempts over
the years to set up some form of public
warning system have always been
thwarted by vested interests.
Now, we may be able to change the
law and help stop these discharges by
virtue of a new Sewage (Inland Waters)
Bill. Our local MPs for SW Devon and
Totnes - Gary Streeter and Anthony
Mangnall, respectively - are backing the
bill but an expression of support from
constituents should help to stiffen their
resolve. Please follow the links from
the ‘Surfers Against Sewage’ to contact
your MP if you’d like to help with this
campaign. Contact Gary Streeter
directly to express your support for this
bill.

Stuart Watts

THE PUB CAT SPEAKS

NEWS FROM
THE ARTFUL
DODGER

Darlings, hello, and welcome to my
meowingly beautiful blog. The wind
is shrieking like a cat-witch round the
thatched roof and creaky walls of the
Artful Dodger pub Nancy is in the kitchen
making scrummy pies and singing ‘What’s
New Pussycat’ and ‘Bohemian Catsody’.
My friend Bruce, a very fine Persian
Blue, and I are stretched out on the rug
by the roaring log fire. Marvellous! No
customers of course, as Boss-cat Bozza
says we can’t we pull a pint for any of
our Pussy-Pals until we’ve all had the jab.
Landlord Fagin had his from that nice Mrs
Baggins at the surgery in Modbury.
But we cats and dogs face having to
be vaccinated too! Yes, that’s right. A
professor wrote in Virulence magazine
that ‘continued evolution of the virus
in animals followed by transmission to
humans “poses a significant long-term risk
to public health. It is not unthinkable that
vaccination of some domesticated animal
species might... be necessary to curb the
spread of the infection.” Bruce and I are
not worried. We’re used to injections. But
if vets give humans the Covid jab – where
will they be putting the needle? Ha! Ha! In
their botties would be fun!
Mind you, with all the tattoo parlours
closed, think of all those unemployed
tattooists! I mean darlings, all those spare
needles! I bet one tattooist could vaccinate
a hundred people a day with one of their
dear little buzzy machines and do a quick
picture of the Queen on your botty for
good measure! What fun!
Bruce and I decided to take our daily
cat-walk down to Chazza to catch a little
ozone around the whiskers. And guess
what! No need to go shopping anymore!
The beach was covered in apples, oranges,
onions, and coffee-pods! Amazing. Bruce
and I put some in our knapsacks! What
larks.
Bruce and I are looking forward to people
coming into the artful Dodger again. But
of course they will bring their sneezy
relatives and germy dogs as well. We
cats, as you know, are exceptionally clean
creatures, and we love preening our fur
and cleaning our important little places!
Sometimes we do this for each other! Ha,

Sailing ahead.
For customers who expect more
from their estate agent.

SOUTH HAMS’
LEADING
ESTATE AGENT

marchandpetit.co.uk

DARTMOUTH KINGSBRIDGE MODBURY
NEWTON FERRERS SALCOMBE
TOTNES
LETTINGS
01803 839190 01548 857588 01548 831163 01752 873311
01548 844473 01803 847979 01548 855599

ha! Fagin and Nancy have cleaned the
artful Dodger from the top of the chimney
to the bathroom. Everything is sparkling
and clean, with the glasses and plates all
shiny and bright. The bar is polished so
that you can see your face in it! It would be
so nice to keep it that way.
Have you noticed what nice face masks
people are wearing? Some make you look
like a pussycat! I certainly have not seen
any doggy masks, but hey! Who wants
to look like a funny pooch! Wouldn’t it
be fun if we all carried on wearing face
masks when we meet up or go to the
pub? Perhaps we can stop that pesky flu
spreading around in the winter that makes
everybody feel so queer. And we have all
had a big lesson about how important it
is to wash our hands properly in soap and
water. Cats, of course know this and for
us, being clean is second nature. We cats
always like to have a kiss and a cuddle, but
we always wash ourselves afterwards. You
humans need to learn this too.

PRIME WATERFRONT
& COUNTRY HOUSE
01548 855590

I see that some funny Americans have
sent a car called Percy into space. They
have landed it on the planet Mars, that red
blob we see hovering in the Sky at night.
It would have been a much better idea to
send a cat! But I think a signal has been
received back from Mars. I t says, “Go
away! There is nobody here! Goodbye!”
See you next month, folks!

Monty
PS. I do miss all the cat-natter about the
European Onion, and that funny lady,
Ursula Lederhosen, and that man with the
floppy hair, Mr. Volkswagen.
PPS. Why don’t cats play poker in the
jungle?
There are too many cheetahs! Ha! Ha!
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There ain’t no
holiday home like a

Parkdean
holiday home

Stunning
sea view
pitches
available

devoncow

graphic design

A friendly, fast, efficient, one-on-one design service.
Helping you to get the best from your
business or project.
• Adverts • Artwork • Banners • Branding
• Business Cards / Stationery
• Digital Art • Flyers • Invitations • Labels
• Leaflets • Logo Design • Menus • Posters • Signs
• T-Shirts • Wedding Stationery and more!
Find out what the moo can do for you!

Please take a mooch
at devoncow’s facebook page.
Regularly updated with
the latest projects and
creative ideas.

☞

✆ 07856 550 239

✉ devoncowone@gmail.com
devoncow graphic design

Email: jendesign71@gmail.com
JEN DESIGN

Tel: 07760 557665

Graphic design to suit your
every need ...
Any day can be a holiday when you own your own
holiday home.
With stunning holiday homes for sale at Challaborough Bay
Holiday Park, as well as affordable finance packages to suit
any budget, investing in family time and memory making has
never been easier.
Enquire about your holiday home today. Call 01548 600 004
or visit parkdeanresorts.co.uk/caravans-for-sale
*Owners can holiday as often as they like within their specified holiday season and pitch agreement. Parkdean
Resorts holiday parks are not residential parks and holiday homes cannot be occupied as a permanent residence.
Facilities and entertainment will be available from time to time at the discretion of Parkdean Resorts and is usually
indicated in the current Parkdean Resorts holiday brochure.
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Artwork & Promo Leaflets
Logo Design & Branding
Posters & Brochures
Business Stationery
Motion Graphics
Typesetting
Transcription
Administration

... Get your message seen
with Jen Design!

Advertising Rates

Local, independent A4
community magazine

BIGBURY NEWS

66mx95m

Colour:
£120 per year
£20 per month
Black&White
£60 per year
£10 per month

••
••
••
••
•••
••
••
••
••
••
•••
••
••
••
••
••
•

2021

135mx 95m
Colour:
£240 per year
£40 per month
Black&White
£120 per year
£20 per month

••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
•
•••
••
••
•
•••
•••
•••
•

135mx 188m

Colour:
£360 per year
£60 per month
Black&White
Unavailable

Interested in advertising?
Please call or email our Bigbury advertising manager
07940175741
bigburynewsads@gmail.com
500 magazines published and delivered every month
except January and August.

Home Buddies
Premier Second Home Care
Thinking of letting your holiday home?
Free consultation service and letting advice
• Full changeovers • Laundry
• Property management and key holding • Maintenance and gardening

www.let-it-out.co.uk

co-hosting ~
The flexible approach
to letting your holiday home
Email

• Bespoke and flexible approach • Advice on which agents to use

Are you 100% happy with your
changeover/cleaning team?
We are a small family business with many clients in Bigbury On Sea and
surrounding areas. We are based in Ringmore… minutes away from Bigbury!

info@let-it-out.co.uk
Gail Critchlow

Liz Baker-James

07889 628514

07388 673228

Please call Lesley for a friendly chat…
mobile: 07836 329188 or email: harwood247@hotmail.com
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“They carried out a
number of viewings
in short succession
which resulted in a
swift sale.”

“Thank you for
going the extra
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic
advice on valuation, regular feedback on
viewings and progress updates through to
completion – exactly what you want when
selling!”

“A belated thank you to you
for all your help and support
in finding us our new home.”
“We just wanted to take the
opportunity to say a big thank you to
you all for all your hard work in selling
our house. We really appreciated your
friendliness, patience and that you
work so well together as a team.”

Challon’s Combe Farm

100
95

Local, organic, pasture-fed,
yoghurt, milk & cream
in glass (and plastic)

75

from Holywell Stores
and other local shops,
5 or delivered to your door.
25

01548 830831

0

Waterside Property

Bigbury News 2019
16 April 2019 11:01:39

Group accommodation with flexible indoor
space, on the Cresta Run, TQ7 4AP.
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Contact Cathy
01548 810079
info@bigburyholidays.co.uk
www.bigburyholidays.co.uk

01548 550044

challonscombeorganics@gmail.com

GREAT PRIDEAUX FARM
Local Organic Beef Boxes

Aqua Hair Design
New!
Men and boys barbering
Ladies – cutting, styling,
perming, colouring, finishing
Call Kim and Anne to book your
appointment on:

Delivered to your door
Tel: 01752 872 815 / 07973 427 602
j.sherrell@btinternet.com

01548 831260
7 Modbury Court,
Church Street, Modbury

We look forward to seeing clients
both existing and new

Great Prideaux Farm, Membland, Newton Ferrers, PL8 1HP

I
BIGBURY
SUPPORT
FOR
LOCAL
BUSINESSES
HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT
PLEASE
SHOP LOCAL
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I
We are
based in
the South
Hams
Plumbing • Heating

Plumbing & Heating Service
& Repair Boiler Replacement
Long experience of installing and servicing
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer
Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area

Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com
Oftec Number C5324 Gas Safe Number 569656

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 All Hard Floor Cleaning
 Domestic & Commercial
Cleaning
 Window Cleaning & Gutter
Vaccuming
 Ground & High Level Pressure
Washing
 Valeting
 Holiday Home Changeover &
Caretaking Packages
Tel: 01548 854313
Email: info@fine-shine.com

BIGBURY
SUPPORT
FOR
LOCAL
BUSINESSES
HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT

Bigbury
Heating & Plumbing
01548 810313
07737 328495
24 hour callout
Oil - LPG - Gas

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?
With over 20 years’ experience in holiday letting, our locally-based team
are proud to offer expert knowledge, bespoke property management
options and consistent year-round bookings.
Contact us today to find out about the award-winning support
we could offer you.

Find out more | 01548 802179
Order a free Owners Guide | coastandcountry.co.uk
Meet our team | Visit us in Salcombe or Dartmouth
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LETTER from AMERICA
and plenty of rain for the garden. The
seasons in RI really are quite defined and
the fall in New England is world famous
for the incredible foliage colours. The
default here is big blue skies and sunshine,
We live in a coastal town called Westerly
but with vastly differing temperatures,
in Rhode Island (RI). It is on the border
so today for example I am staring at an
with Connecticut and halfway between
azure blue sky without a cloud to be
New York (2 hours south) and Boston
seen and it is a crisp 2oC Spring day. In
(2 hours north). Caught between the
Winter it is extremely cold here and you
two cities, RI is the go-to destination for
are almost guaranteed a White Christmas.
holidaying New Yorkers and Bostonians
The summers are always hot and humid,
and as such life varies with the seasons.
So, in many ways RI is like Devon and yet so most houses have air conditioning,
the windows have screens and swimming
in others it is very different.
pools are common. Devon has average
temperatures of 20oC in the summer
At 2,590 square miles, Devon is
geographically twice the size of RI, which and 8oC in the winter, whereas the
corresponding RI average temperatures
is a measly 1,214 square miles. However,
RI has a single 384-mile Atlantic coastline, are 29oC and -6oC!
whereas Devon has a North and South
Although smaller than Devon in area,
Atlantic coastline totalling only 185
the population in RI is higher, at 1.059
miles. The highest point in Devon is
621m (High Willhays, Dartmoor) whereas million versus 795,000 in Devon. The
capital of RI is Providence, with an urban
characteristically flat, the highest point
population of 179,000, whereas Exeter’s
in RI is an unimpressive 247m (Jerimoth
population is 129,000. Characteristic
Hill).
of New England, RI is less ethnically
diverse than many States in the US and
The biggest difference that we have
its last census reported 70% White,
noticed is the weather. In Devon we are
blessed with mild winters, warm summers, 16% Hispanic, 8% Black and 6% Other,
Guided by Jo’s Royal Navy career, the
Halfords moved from Bigbury to New
England in Jan 2020.

whereas Devon reports a population of
95% White and 5% Black, Asian and
Minority Ethnic (BAME). Like much of
the South West, average income levels in
RI are modest at £25k (Devon averages
£30k), and the cost of living is marginally
higher here…. except for fuel, petrol is
currently 69p per litre in Westerly.
The Interstate (I-95) is the main arterial
route that shadows the RI coastline,
albeit mostly inland. Very different to
the M5 and A30, it has between six and
eight lanes and runs for just under two
thousand miles from the Canadian border
to Miami in Florida! You will probably be
aware that cars are generally bigger over
here, and the pickup truck is ubiquitous.
We love our truck, but it would be useless
in the lanes around Bigbury!
The similarities between Devon and RI
are surprising and whilst we are enjoying
our American adventure, we do miss
Bigbury and the South Hams and are very
grateful for the updates that we get from
Charterlands Chatter and the Bigbury
News digital edition.
Stay well friends.
The Commander & the Cabin Boy

CONNECTIVITY UPDATE
HELP BIGBURY REACH NET ZERO
by Airband under the CDS contract.
Broadband must know before 31st
March if you want to take up their
offer.
If other Internet Service Providers are
offering a service Bigbury Drums will
pass on information.

CONNECTING
DEVON & SOMERSET
CDS offer their apologies to parishioners
about the recent error on their Where
and When postcode checker of the
roll our of the new Airband, fibre to
the premise programme. This facility
has been temporarily removed from the
website until the error can be fixed.
Bigbury parish are still being actively
reviewed by Airband who will provide
an Indicative Plan of the timetable for
Bigbury by the end of March. A new
Airband Community Liaison Officer
has been appointed and Bigbury Drums
will provide contacts soon.
If parishioners at Bigbury on Sea sign
up for the current Gigabit Voucher
Scheme offered by Bush Broad Band/
Radio Fibre Ltd - this will NOT
preclude the area from being considered

CDS - NEW MOBILE PHONE
COVERAGE BOOSTER VOUCHER
Connecting Devon and Somerset
has launched the roll out of its new
mobile booster scheme, aimed at
small businesses and households in
rural communities who currently have
inadequate coverage, have access to
only one provider and who are currently
struggling with connectivity.
The Scheme offers vouchers worth £800
to enable selected premises to purchase a
wireless mobile signal booster in order to
improve their 4G coverage. The scheme
will run alongside the current work of
CDS to improve broadband connectivity
in the hardest to reach areas of Devon
and Somerset. For more information and
to apply go to the CDS website.

Louise Wainwright

If you care we can do it.
If you don’t - we wont!

Please join the
Bigbury Climate Emergency
Whats App Group
Contact Louise
07908 525663

PARTY SPIRIT. A story by Frank Annable.

Noel Coward moved across the floor
of the Palm court cocktail bar with
uncharacteristic speed. He passed a
table causing the cocktail menu to spiral
upwards, then float to the floor like an
autumn leaf in a breeze. Damien looked
at Sacha with surprise. “How did that
happen”, he said. Sacha got up to pick
up the menu that had landed next to her.
“Someone must have opened a window or
something”, she said, “although I didn’t
feel a draught”. “Bit spooky if you ask
me”, said Damien.
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plume of smoke. “I think it’s terribly
sad’’, he continued, “that the joy seems
to have gone out of living. Gertie’s eyes
followed Noel’s gaze to the couple at the
table. “I agree, we did seem to have a lot
more fun in our time”, she said, “although
we were a lot more privileged”. “I don’t
think privilege comes into it my darling’’,
replied Noel, “everyone is so afraid of ”,
he paused, ‘’well just about everything.
One must drink two litres of water a day,
eat ‘5 a day’, (whatever that is), exercise
for 20 minutes a day five days a week. It
doesn’t exactly leave much time for fun and
everyone will live to be one hundred and
ten and then where will we be?’’ ‘’Very
old, very fit, and desperately boring’’, said
Gertie.

‘’Are you glad we came to this hotel
Damien?’’, asked Sacha. ‘’Yeah, well, sort
of ’’. He said, moodily. ‘’I like the place,
and all the ‘Art Deco’ stuff I don’t mind.
But I’m not sure I want to go with the
performance of dressing for dinner in a
penguin suit every evening. Can’t we just
eat at the pub?’’ ’No we can’t ‘’, exclaimed
Sacha, ‘’We’ve spent all this money to stay
here, we have to join in and at least try the
Gertrude Lawrence stood behind the very
experience’’. ’I suppose you’re right’’, said
ornate bar, striking poses in the mirrored
Damien, ‘’It’s just that I feel like a fish out
wall. “What on earth are you doing Gertie
of water’’. ‘’You’ll be fine Damien’’, Sacha
dear’’, said Noel. Gertie stopped mid
put her hand on his, seeing his obvious
‘Artemis’ pose and peered at him. “The
discomfort, ‘’everyone will be dressed up
marvellous thing about being dead, Noel,
and we’ll just blend in’’. Damien yawned,
is that one gets one’s flexibility back and
‘’I’m going to have to get some kip before
can be any age one chooses”. “Personally”
tonight’’, he said, “or I’ll fall asleep in
, said Noel, “had I been you, I would have
the soup’’. Sacha laughed, ‘’I’m not
taken off another ten years”. Gertie’s eyes
surprised’’, she said, ‘’It was a long drive
narrowed and she fixed him with a lynxdown and our suite is so nice it would be a
like stare. “Had I taken off another ten
shame not to spend some time in it’’.
years my darling, I would have leapt over
‘’You see’’, said Noel, who had been
the bar and hit you over the head with a
watching the couple, ‘’no stamina. I
drinks tray” “At which point Gertie dear”,
remember once finishing a show at the
said Noel, “I would have said something
‘Cafe de Paris’ in Leicester square and
frightfully witty before passing out”.
driving straight down here at four in
the morning, arriving just in time for a
Noel reached into his blazer pocket and
breakfast cocktail, and spending the rest
took out a cigarette case, and with centreof the day sunbathing and swimming with
stage poise, took out a cigarette, lit it,
Archie Nettlefold and the Windsors, now
and started to smoke. Damien, who
that was fun.”
was gazing out of the ‘French windows’,
wrinkled his nose disapprovingly. “Can
As Damien and Sacha left the bar, Gertie
you smell cigarette smoke Sacha?”
said, “I’ve got an idea”. “As long as
“No’’, she said, “It must be drifting in
it’s not about the theory of relativity or
from outside. I shouldn’t think anyone is
splitting the atom, I’m all ears”, said Noel.
allowed to smoke inside the hotel”. “Just
Sometime later, Sacha and Damien were
think”, said Damien, “In the 20’s and 30’s
fast asleep on the bed in the ‘Noel Coward
this place would’ve been a fog of cigarette
suite’. They hadn’t bothered to undress but
smoke. I’m surprised anyone lived beyond
had just lain on the bed listening to the sea.
40 with all that passive smoking”.
Gertie peered down at Damien and was
tickling his nose with an emerald feather
Noel looked across at Damien and Sacha.
boa that perfectly matched her evening
‘’I think it’s terribly sad, he said. You’re
looking pensive Noel, said Gertie, are you gown. Damien twitched his nose and then
slowly opened his eyes and as Gertie came
about to regale us with a piece of worldinto focus, he sat bolt upright. “Who are
changing wisdom?. “I shall ignore your
you?” he said with a note of shock in his
inability to recognise the genius in my
voice. “My names Gertrude Lawrence,
conversation”, he said, exhaling a large

or Gertie if you prefer”, she said with a
laugh, adding, “I haven’t had that effect on
a man in about 50 years”. “What do you
want?” he said, looking at Sacha, who was
still fast asleep. “I want you to come with
me”, she said, draping the feather boa over
his head and gently pulling him towards
her. Damien felt compelled to go with her
and as he swung his legs off the bed he
noticed a picture on the wall. It was of a
very young Gertrude Lawrence and Noel
Coward in a play called ‘Private lives’.
Now he understood, “This is a dream,
right?” he said. “Who’s to say what’s a
dream and what is reality,” said Gertie
leading him through the door.
As Damien followed her down the stairs,
he noticed her smooth skin against the
emerald dress. Her hair was ‘bobbed’
and very silky. He felt as though he was
floating as they made their way, and, as
he looked down he noticed that his feet
were no longer clad in ‘trainers’, but now
had the high gloss of black patent leather
and his usual jeans had been replaced by a
pair of tailored black trousers which were
part of a dinner suit. “This is weird”, he
thought. As they reached the bottom of
the stairs, Damien could hear music and
laughter coming from the dining room.
It sounded as though a party was in full
swing.
Gertie took his arm and guided him
towards the revelry. They climbed the
few steps and by the glass doors leading
into the dining room stood a waiter in
‘Tails’, he opened the door for them.
“Good evening Miss Lawrence”, he said.
“Good evening Percy,” she replied. As
they walked through the door the hum of
conversation dimmed and Damien felt that
all eyes were now on them and strangely
he didn’t feel intimidated, in fact, quite the
opposite, he felt almost euphoric, as if the
whole roomful of people had got up and
embraced them. “Come and meet some
friends,” said Gertie. They made their
way to a table where there were two empty
places.
The pianist started playing and a voice
soon joined in. ‘Mad about the boy’, was
the lyric. Damien looked at the band and
standing by the microphone, resplendent in
a white ‘tuxedo’ was a figure that Damien
recognised from the picture in their room.
It was Noel Coward and they were staying
in the suite named in his honour after he
had stayed at the hotel back in the 1930’s,
along with many other celebrities of the
day. Many of whom had also had rooms
named after them. Noel smiled and bowed
very slightly as they made eye-contact.
Damien had a guilty thought, why wasn’t
Sacha here to witness this? Noel Coward
was a hero of hers and it was her idea to

stay in the suite that bore his name. She
had been in a few ‘Am-Dram’ productions
by Noel and absolutely loved his plays, this
should be her dream.
The waiter that had met them at the door
now stood at Gerties side and seemed to
manoeuvre her chair and present her with
a napkin in a simple fluid movement,
Damien was impressed. As he sat down
he noticed for the first time that there were
several other people sitting at the table
and to his immediate right was a man who
gave him a rather ‘toothy’ grin and leaning
across gave Damien a gentle nudge whilst
nodding towards Gertie, and said “turned
out nice again” before turning back to his
dinner companion with a “heh heh”. “Just
ignore him”, said Gertie, “he thinks he’s
funny, he’s from Blackpool”.
Damien looked around the room and
as he had mused earlier with Sacha, the
room was a fog of cigarette smoke which
Damien found strangely comforting, rather
than repulsive. The whole room seemed
to have an embracing warmth about it and
as the music played and people moved in
unison on the dance floor and the babble
of conversation,( punctuated by raucous
laughter from the corner table), started to
lift Damien’s spirits and he felt free of his
usual inhibitions. This was a very weird
dream!

Damien”, this was the first time she’d used
his name, “most of the people here have
experienced a most terrible time of it in
the war. You will know it as the world war
one, and then there was a terrible outbreak
of Spanish flu. Many people lost loved
ones or were psychologically damaged
by both of those events and that’s why
our generation love the life we have and
embrace it at every chance. If you want to
wear outrageous clothes or dance on the
table if the mood takes you then why not.
This life of ours is very fleeting”.
“Gertie dear, We’d all like you to go
fleeting over to the stage and try to sing
something for us, in key, although I realise
that might be a stretch of your talents”.
Damien recognised the ‘clipped’ diction
of Noel Coward who stood behind Gertie
, hands on her shoulders as he leant into
their conversation. “Damien, this is my
friend Noel Coward, who is renowned for
his wit, it’s such a shame that it seems
to have deserted him on this occasion”,
she said patting Noel’s hand as it rested
on her shoulder. Noel looked at Damien
and said to Gertie, ” My dear, no wonder
you’ve been monopolising this young man
all evening, he reminds me of me when I
was a little younger and you couldn’t resist
my charm”. “Fat lot of good it did me”,
she said, “I’d have stood more chance

if I’d had Tattoo’s and a sailor suit”.
Noel laughed and said, “Damien will be
getting the wrong impression, I thought
that my tastes were a little more refined,
but then again, as they say, ’any port in a
storm’.” Gertie winked at Damien and
he instinctively stood and moved her chair
back for her as she rose. It seemed to him
the most natural thing in the world and not
his usual timid self that offered his arm
and escorted her towards the stage.
Noel started the applause and soon all
of the guests joined in as they watched
Gertie approach the microphone. Gertie
addressed the party, ” Hello everyone”.
The room erupted with cheers, whoops
and whistles. “Thank you, I suppose I’d
better sing something for you”. More
cheering. “Some of you will have heard
Noel and I sing this song from ‘Shadow
play’ , I think it’s rather apt as I’ve just
met this young man and he’s wondering
what on earth is going on”. A broad
Lancashire accent shouted from Damien’s
table, “If ‘e finds out , can ‘e let us know”.
Laughter erupted in the room. “Thank
you George”, said Gertie, “shouldn’t you
be cleaning windows?” More cheers and
laughter.
Damien looked around the room, he had
never been the centre of such attention

More raucous laughter from the corner
table and Damien’s attention was
captivated by a rather striking looking
woman wearing a man’s dinner suit and
striking poses whilst standing on the table,
much to the amusement of her fellow
guests. “Ah,” said Gertie, “that’s Nancy
Cunard, she went to art college and tends
to be a bit eccentric”. Damien couldn’t
believe anyone behaved like that in such,
seemingly, ‘posh’ company. As if reading
his thoughts, Gertie leaned over to him
and said, “what you have to understand
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Gertie started to sing, ...“was it in the
real world, or was it a dream, was it just a
note from some eternal theme?” Damien
presented his best Ballroom ‘frame’ and
Agatha took his hand and placed her
other hand lightly on his shoulder whilst
turning her head to one side as if posing
for a photo of her profile. They started to
glide effortlessly across the floor, Damien
expertly guiding Agatha around the throng
of other dancers. “You dance very well
young man,” she said, “I’m afraid I’m a
little rusty, I spend too much time sitting
“One other thing”, said Gertie, “Would
behind a typewriter”. “Thank you”,
any of you ladies take a turn around the
said Damien “I’ve had a few lessons”.
floor with my friend here?” “Rather”,
Damien felt a surreal sense that he was
said a couple of the younger women at
in the middle of a scene in monochrome
the back of the room, whom Damien had
and wherever he guided Agatha, he was
noticed dancing together earlier. Just then, perfectly in time with the music and
Damien felt a hand take his arm and as he seemed to flow through the other dancers.
looked around he immediately recognised
“What are you writing at present, if you
this rather matronly woman dressed in a
don’t mind me asking”, said Damien. “I
very full, copiously layered dress with a
don’t mind at all, ” said Agatha, “because
multitude of pearls around her neck. It
this hotel stands on an Island that is cut off
was Agatha Christie, Damien had read
by the tide twice a day, I thought it would
some of her books and seen lots of the
be a perfect place to trap your murder
TV adaptations. Shall we attempt a waltz
victims and then have them picked off one
young man?” she said. “Yeah, OK, er,
by one, so that’s the basis of the story, but
I’ll give it a go”, Damien stammered. He
I’m working on the characters and motives
had eventually given in to Sacha when she at present and I’m not even sure of how
wanted to learn a few Ballroom dances and many people I want to bump off ”, she
a waltz he could just about remember.
gave a little giggle. Damien laughed, he
before and he found himself rather
enjoying it. He had never seen such welldressed people in one place. The men
wearing black or white tie’s, the older
ladies ,long evening dresses and some of
the younger ones who, Damien thought,
were very skinny, had ‘slip’ dresses with
lots of fringing, (the sort that Sacha
had bought for the weekend) and they
all seemed to have the same ‘bobbed’
hairstyle. Where was Sacha? , this really
should be her dream.
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immediately warmed to Agatha as they
seemed to ebb and flow with the other
dancers and he also recalled having read
the very story that she was writing. You
could always start with ten and finish with
‘and then there were none’, which could be
the title.” “Good Lord,” she exclaimed,
“just like the nursery rhyme, you’re very
clever young man and I’m so glad you
asked me to dance”. Damien didn’t like to
point out that it was she that had hi jacked
him.
The music came to an end and Damien
felt himself bowing to Agatha who
immediately did a very stiff kneed curtsey
and then giggled. “would you be awfully
kind and escort me back to my table?”
she said. “Of course,” said Damien. The
tempo of the music suddenly livened
and the dance floor became a frenzy of
couples dancing the ‘Charleston’. “I think
that we’ve escaped the Me lee just in
time”, said Agatha , “The Charleston is
just a little too frantic for my old bones”.
Damien pulled out Agatha’s chair and she
sat down.
He made his way back to the table and
to Gertrude Lawrence. As he walked
through the tables, dodging dancers who
had strayed from the dance floor and
were doing ‘Bunny hops’ and ‘quick
steps’ neatly avoiding the diners; Damien
thought to himself, “this is great, it’s
absolutely mad”. Back at the table, Gertie
was in conversation to a man sitting to the
left of her. As Damien sat down, Gertie
turned to him and said, “let me introduce
you to someone you may have heard of,
we know him as W.O.” The man stood
and held out his hand, Damien also stood
and couldn’t believe his eyes, this was
WO Bentley, founder of Bentley motor
cars. Damien had been to ‘Brooklands
motor racing circuit’ many times with his
father and had heard many stories of the
‘Bentley boys’, now here he was about to
shake hands with it’s founder. W O had a
kindly face which had an air of mischief
about it, Damien liked him immediately.
“I’ve been hearing all about you from
Miss Lawrence here,” he said, “Now, tell
me , have you ever driven a car?” ” Yes I
have”, said Damien, suppressing a smirk
as it was one of his passions. Damien’s
father had a couple of classic cars that he
let Damien drive occasionally, Damien
also helped with the mechanics. “Good,”
said W.O, “These chaps here have set me
a challenge”, He indicated to the table
generally. “They reckon I couldn’t drive
my car from here to Kingsbridge and back
in the 45 minutes it’ll take before the tides
meet again and we’re cut off from the
mainland, are you up for a challenge?”
“OK”, said Damien, wondering what
on earth he’d let himself in for. “Follow
me”, said WO, striding towards the double
doors.

Damien followed him, and as they reached
the door, Percy opened it with a flourish
and they swept through followed by, it
seemed, half of the party, all whooping
and cheering as they went. Many of them
carrying bottles of champagne from which
they drank. Outside in the driveway of
the hotel stood a gleaming 4.5 litre open
topped Bentley. Damien recognised it
immediately as a ‘Blower’, which meant it
had a supercharged engine and these cars
had been very successful on the racetracks
of the world. “Here, you’ll need these”,
said W.O handing Damien a pair of
goggles. W.O had already put his on and
Damien couldn’t help thinking he looked a
bit like ‘Toad of Toad Hall’. “Hop in,” said
W.O. Damien jumped in beside him which
was a bit of a tight squeeze , the cockpit
had the familiar smell of petrol, oil and
leather, it was very basic.
W.O started the engine, there was a throaty
roar of pure power. The assembled crowd
cheered and one of the young women
Damien had seen dancing, held up a white
scarf. It fluttered in the breeze and as
she dropped her arm, the car accelerated
down the steep slope, pinning Damien
into the back of the seat. The party lined
the driveway and cheered as they passed
the old Pilchard Inn , soon they were on
the beach, narrowly missing the rock at
the entrance to the hotel driveway. W.O
drove the car expertly across the sand and
up the concrete ‘slipway’ on the other side.
He had total concentration and complete
control of such a heavy vehicle. Someone
once called these big 4.5 litre Bentley’s,
“the fastest lorries in the world”.
Damien noticed how there were fewer
houses on the mainland than when he
had arrived with Sacha. Of course this
was how it would have been back in the
Hotel’s party days. The Bentley sped along
the country lanes, there was a full moon

and from the crest of the first hill that they
climbed, the road ahead seemed like a
silver ribbon stretching out ahead of them.
Damien had never travelled at such speed
on country roads. The hedgerows were
a blur as they gunned the car along. the
sound of the engine and vibration of the
very hard suspension, made conversation
impossible and all of the instruments
on the dashboard were almost shaking
themselves to bits. Damien noticed that
W.O was using the middle peddle as an
accelerator and the right hand peddle as
a brake. He remembered hearing that this
was often how the peddles were arranged
in vintage cars. Of course this would seem
very confusing to modern drivers.
After what seemed no time at all the
village came into view and the Bentley
almost took off as it went over the little
bridge over the stream as they approached
the village green. W.0 slewed the car to a
halt and leapt out. He ran up to a notice
board, by a red phone box , opened it and
ripped out one of the notices. “Right old
boy”, he said to Damien, “slide into the
driver’s seat, you’re on”. Damien did as
he was told and W.O opened the little
cockpit passenger door and got in beside
him. “All right”, he said , “let’s see you
drive”. Damien, released the handbrake on
the outside of the car , revved the middle
peddle, trying to think around the different
layout and let out the clutch and with a
screech of tyres they were away. Damien
couldn’t believe the power that this car had
and he remembered to ‘double de clutch’
the gear change as his father had taught
him. He was amazed how heavy the car
felt and was glad that he had not been a
stranger to the gym in recent years. Once
he settled into a rhythm, the lanes flew by
again and this time the Moon was ahead
of them and illuminated the road, which
made the large Bentley headlamps seem
quite dim.
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After a short time, there was a deafening
roar from just above them and Damien
almost lost control for a second. He
glanced up to see a small Bi plane barrel
roll away from them, just skimming the
treetops. W.O let out an enormous guffaw,
“Well I’m blowed”, he said. “I think that
was Amy”. Damien was concentrating
hard and taking all of the turns as tightly
as he dared whilst keeping the car at full
speed. He dropped down a gear as they
started to climb a hill and as they reached
the summit he could see the Hotel on the
little island looking like a white ocean
liner marooned, with the silvery sea
glistening in an inky blackness around it.
The causeway was visible, the sea hadn’t
closed over it. W.O said, “we’re going
to make it old boy” and with that gave
another guffaw, audible over the Bentley’s
engine.
Just as they approached the slipway,
Damien could see a figure standing by
the lane waving at them to stop. Damien
noticed the Bi plane in a field by the figure
and he braked hard to avoid a collision.
It was a woman in flying goggles, helmet
and white ‘jump suit’. “Room for one
more?” she said climbing on to the spare
tyre at the back of the car. “Hold tight”,
said Damien, not sure who this strange
woman was but feeling that this was
absolutely the maddest thing that he had
ever encountered. He gunned the car
down the slipway and across the sand,
seawater was spraying off the wheels
as they sped towards the Hotel and as
they crossed just ahead of the meeting
tide. The ‘slipway’ up to the hotel was
lined with party goers all cheering some
dancing and most still drinking from their
Champagne bottles.
Damien braked hard stopping the car just
short of the hotel doors. At that point
their passenger’s head and shoulders
shot between him and WO. “I’d like
you to meet Miss Amy Johnson”, said
WO. “Give these two a drink”, said Amy
sliding her legs down from the back of the
car. She took off a white silk scarf that she
was wearing and tied it around Damien’s
neck, “that was fun” she said. W.0 waved
the piece of paper that he had taken from
the notice board, “there you are, ‘Fruity’”,
he said, “Parish News Kingsbridge”. He
handed it to a tall rather ‘rangy’ looking
man that stood at W.O ‘s side of the car.
“Damn,” he responded, taking the paper
from W.O, “that’s cost me a bottle of best
Claret, and I suppose I’ll have to buy one
of your blasted cars now”. With that he
slapped W.O on the back as he climbed
out of the car and they both went through
front doors of the hotel laughing as they
went.
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Damien was ecstatic after his exhilarating
drive and he and Amy Johnson walked

into the Hotel together closely followed
by the rest of the party. The Band inside
started playing the ‘Conga’, with that the
party formed a ‘Conga’ line and Damien
put his hands on Amy’s hips as they were
cajoled into joining in. The party snaked
it’s way back into the Ballroom, the fug of
smoke that was there earlier had cleared
slightly as most of the party had been
outside for a while, Damien detached
himself from Amy and the Conga and
joined Gertie back at the table.
He was suddenly feeling very tired. The
band continued to play and the chaos
continued on the dance floor. Slowly
Damien felt that the music was starting to
fade. Gertie turned to speak to him, ” this
has been a perfect evening”, she said. As
she spoke Damien couldn’t focus on her
face and he felt as though the events of the
evening were starting to flash through his
mind. He heard Gertie’s voice repeating,
“perfect evening, perfect evening,
perfect......”.
Damien felt a something tickling his nose.
As he opened his eyes the light in the
room was diffused by feathers. “Gertie!”,
he said, brushing the feather Boa from
his face. “Who’s Gertie? Have you been
seeing another woman?”. Damien sat bolt
upright on the bed and Sacha Laughed.
She was standing by the side of the bed
wearing her black dress with fringing that
shimmered in the evening sun that was
filling the room with a golden glow, she
had a white feather Boa with which she’d
been tickling his nose. Sacha was grinning
from ear to ear and obviously very happy.
“It seemed a shame to wake you”, she
said, “but you really should start to get
ready, were supposed to be downstairs for
cocktails soon.” Damien stretched and
smiled to himself as he noticed the picture
of Noel and Gertie on the wall, he could
still hear the music of the Ballroom in his
head, wow, what a dream.
“I’ve been thinking,” said Sacha, “If
you’re still not keen on Dining in the
main Ballroom, perhaps we could just
go down for a cocktail and then eat in
the quieter less formal room next to the
Palm court bar”. “I’ve got a better idea,”
said Damien. He picked up the telephone
next to the bed. It was an original old
Bakelite phone and he had to dial 0 for
reception by inserting his index finger
in 0 and moving the dial around to its
stop point. He listened for a second and
then said, “Could you send up a bottle
of Champagne to the Noel Coward Suite
please, nothing too expensive”. With that
he put the phone back on its cradle. Sacha
stood open mouthed. Damien pulled her
to him and gave her a kiss. “I think we
should get the party started”, he said.
After a couple of glasses of Champagne,
which they drank standing on the balcony
looking out over the bay. Sacha looked

at Damien in the evening sun wearing
his dinner suit and looking completely
relaxed. “I think we should go down”,
she said. “Yes,” said Damien, “You
shall go to the Ball, Cinderella”. Sacha
laughed, “Does that mean you’re going
to be ‘Prince Charming?” , she said. He
took her hand and kissed it. “Only if you
promise not to turn into a Pumpkin”.
They made their way out into the corridor
and Damien was instantly reminded of his
dream and how he had followed Gertie
down the stairs. Sacha was in awe of the
hotel and kept stopping to look at posters
and memorabilia that lined the walls, all
from the 20’s and 30’s. She loved this Era.
As they entered the Palm Court they
walked across the room, some of the
tables were already occupied and everyone
was in evening dress and, Damien
thought, looking very classy. He noticed
the look on Sacha’s face, she was beaming.
They chose a table next to the window
and sat down. A waiter came over and
placed a menu on the table and they
ordered a drink. One of the ladies on the
next table leant across and said to Sacha,
“I love your dress , you two looked quite
striking as you walked in, very ‘Deco’.”
“Thank you”, she said , “We thought
we ought to make the effort, this is such a
lovely hotel”. Sacha felt very happy.
There was a pianist playing softly in the
corner and a gentle hum of conversation
filled the room. Damien got up from his
seat and walked over to the pianist. Sacha
looked in disbelief, this is something that
Damien would never do, in fact what
was he doing? She had noticed a change
in him since he had slept in the room,
he seemed more confidant and less self
conscious some how. Damien returned
and held out his hand to Sacha. “Would
you care to dance?”, he said. The pianist
started to play Noel Cowards “Room with
a view”, Sacha took Damien’s hand and
they started moving slowly to the music,
in a very small area near the ‘French
windows’, Sacha looked out over the bay
to the headland beyond and the twinkling
lights of the village as dusk started to fall.
The other guests applauded them and then
one by one got up from their tables and
started dancing. Behind the Bar stood
Noel and Gertie, both leaning on their
elbows observing the scene. Waiters and
barmen hustled to and fro oblivious to this
elegant pair in their presence.
“Well”, said Noel, “I couldn’t have picked
a better song myself ”. Gertie screwed
up her face in a theatrical whince, “I
would have preferred a selection from
Cole Porter”, she said. “Ah, but then my
darling, you never did have an ear for a
good tune”, he replied. “Would you care
to dance. “As long as you promise to keep
in time to the music”, she laughed. “How
dare you”, said Noel.
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New containers
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The new service will be rolled out throughout spring
2021, a collection round at a time. Each household will
receive 2 recycling boxes, 1 reusable recycling sack and
2 food waste caddies (1 indoor and 1 outdoor).
Start using your new containers as soon as they are
delivered and put them out on your next collection day.

FISH

plastic
packaging

metal
packaging

plastic bottles lids on

drinks cans

plastic pots, tubs
and trays

food tins
empty aerosols
foil

Wash and squash plastic bottles.
W

No cling lm, plastic bags
or black plastic of any kind

No crisp packets and
sweet wrappers

Please rinse your recycling. Clean recycling only
only.
Please use your recycle boxes for other recyclable material.
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www.westdevon.gov.uk
www
www.westdevon.gov
.westdevon.gov.uk
.westdevon.gov.uk

West Devon
Borough Council

Recycling more often
Once you receive your new containers, we will
collect your recycling and food waste every week.

New items to recycle
Plastic pots, tubs and trays, glass,
printer cartridges and batteries will all go in
your new containers, along with all the usual items.

Separate food waste collection
NO
FOOD

Food waste collection weekly in a new container,
means less time you have to store smelly food waste.
Your brown bin will be for garden waste only.

Sorting your recycling
For the new service, you will need to sort your
recycling by type into 3 containers. Sorting the
recycling will help ensure we only collect the
recyclable items.

Recycling Box 1
Recycling Box 2
Reusable White Sack

www.southhams.gov.uk/newservice

South Hams
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CREWS THAT KEEP US CRUISING
ST LUKE’S HOSPICE
Join forces to help protect high-quality
hospice care in the South Hams
Colin Pincombe has recently been
appointed Impact Volunteer Partner with
St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth. He is
sending out a rallying call to all likeminded people in the South Hams, asking
them to join him in giving some of their
spare time to help revitalise the charity and
build its resilience for the years to come.
Colin has had a long career in business,
chairing NHS Trusts and, more recently,
as a Trustee of Rowcroft Hospice. He is
currently Chair of South Hams Hospital
League of Friends.
St Luke’s is committed to caring for
patients in the place that’s right for them,
which for many is in the comfort of their
own homes. Not only does this enable
them to stay close to their loved ones, it
reduces the need for them to travel into
Plymouth for hospital treatment. This
is of even greater importance for people
living in isolated rural areas, where
accessing all kinds of services can be
more difficult. Only 5% of St Luke’s total
care is delivered at the specialist unit in
Turnchapel, with the majority of care
provided to patients at home. Macmillan
nurses do not deliver care at home in the St
Luke’s catchment area
St Luke’s covers the whole of the South
Hams district except Chillington to
Dartmouth, which is served by Rowcroft
Hospice. St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth

provide end of life care at home, working
alongside NHS professionals (across every
ward) in Derriford Hospital and at the
specialist unit in Turnchapel. Caring for
over 1,700 patients a year in Plymouth,
South Hams, Dartmoor and East
Cornwall. (1,764 patients – April ’18 to
March ’19)

“That’s why I’m asking fellow South Hams
residents from all walks of life to join
me in spreading awareness of St Luke’s
in our local area with a view to raising
funds and recruiting volunteers to ensure
the sustainability of the charity. I believe
that together, we can make an important
difference for our community.”

The hospice gives tailored care and support
to patients and their families at no cost to
those who receive it. With people living
longer and with more complex conditions,
referrals are growing year on year, which
increases pressure on its limited resources.
St Luke’s costs £10 million a year to run
with £7.8 million of this raised through
the generous support of the local
community.

Penny Hannah, Head of Fundraising at
St Luke’s, said: “Many people naturally
associate the name St Luke’s with
Plymouth but in fact our team is on the
road 365 days a year, including across the
South Hams, so that people living and
dying with terminal illness know they have
not been forgotten.

As an independent charity, St Luke’s
relies on donations and fundraising from
the communities it serves so that no-one
who needs expert, compassionate care
at the end of their life has to miss out.
The pandemic has meant a particularly
uncertain year for the hospice, with
its income impacted by the temporary
closure of its charity shops as well as the
postponement of its mass participation
events, such as Midnight Walk, until safer
times.

cpincombe@stlukes-hospice.org.uk
or call St Luke’s on 01752 492626.

Speaking about his new voluntary role
with St Luke’s, Colin said: “The economic
climate is only going to get tougher for
everyone, including charities, so if we want
to have the assurance that St Luke’s can
continue serving our communities in the
years ahead, now is the time for us to take
action and show our support.

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

Our parish council meets on the second Wednesday of each month, except August.
Meetings start at 7.30 pm. Parishioners are welcome to attend. Until meetings
resume in the Memorial Hall, they will take place via Zoom.

CHAIRMAN Beth Huntley
cllrehuntley.bigburypc@gmail.com
01548 810385

Bigbury Parish Council Minutes
Bigbury Drums (Mail Chimp) weekly email newsletter will include links to Bigbury
Community website where full BPC minutes each month can be viewed. Minutes
of all Parish Council meetings can be viewed on line at the Bigbury Community
website, funded by BPC: www.bigburycommunity.co.uk Minutes of all Parish
Council meetings can be viewed in the three parish Notice Boards at Holywell
Stores, Unwind Salon in Bigbury and the bus shelter Bigbury-on-Sea.

VICE CHAIRMAN George Rosevear
cllrgRosevear.bigburypc@gmail.com
01548 831427

Agendas and Meeting Arrangements
Bigbury Drums (Mail Chimp) and The Bigbury Community website will include
posters of all Agendas and meeting arrangements, Public Consultations, Road
Closures etc.
Current Planning Applications and comments deadlines
Bigbury Drums will publish direct links to the relevant sites on the South Hams
District Council planning portal. The applications being reviewed by the parish
council will normally be listed in the Monthly Meeting Agenda.
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Due to the pandemic, no meetings will
take place in person until it is safe to do so,
but to register your interest in joining Colin
in giving a little spare time to support the
vital work of St Luke’s in your local area,
please email him at

COUNCILLORS
Cathy Case
01548 810079
Cllrccase.bigburypc.@gmail.com
Valerie Scott
01548 810336
Cllrscott.bigburypc@gmail.com
Sharon Smith
01548 810115
CllrSmith.bigburypc@gmail.com
Stuart Watts
01548 810373
CllrsWatts.bigburypc@gmail.com
Keely Holland
01548 810891
Cllrholland.bigburypc@gmail.com
PARISH CLERK
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting of Bigbury Parish Council (BPC) held on Monday February 15th, 2021 at 7:00pm. In
accordance with Government advice and DALC guidance this meeting was held via video link (Zoom).
PRESENT: Cllrs: E Huntley (EH) (Chair), G Rosevear (GR), S Smith (SS), C Case (CC), V Scott (VS), S Watts (SW),
K. Holland (KH), Clerk I. Bramble, (IB) and thirty three other members of the public.
1.0

Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all Councillors and members of the public.

2.0

Open Session
It is noteworthy that 34 members of the public joined this month’s meeting during which a number spoke.
Members of the public who wished to speak on planning matters were invited by the Chairman to do so when
‘Planning Related Matters ‘ were to be discussed.

3.0

Neighbourhood Plan
Two members of the public spoke about Parish Councillor’s support for the Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan
(NHP). One member referred especially to the weight SHDC planning case officers have to give to it in
making their recommendations and asked also whether ‘perception mattered’ referring to the importance of
the ‘perception’ of councillors’ support for the NHP.

4.0

Declarations of interest
The Chairman declared a Prejudicial Interest, as a neighbour, in the application for development
4253/20/FUL, ‘Korniloff’ and that she would leave the meeting during this discussion. The Chairman also a
declared an interest in 0028/20/HHO’ Lewin’, as a friend of the applicant and would not take part in
discussion nor vote.
Clly Case declared an interest in ‘Seaspray’.

5.0

Apologies for absence
There were none.

6.0

Matters Arising
A councillor asked for the minutes of the January 26th 2021 meeting to approve the 2021/2022 Precept to be
amended to refer to the publishing of a statement on the Bigbury Parish Website on the decision to set next
year’s precept with a small increase over this year’s level.

7.0

County Councillor’s repor
DCC Finances
DCC Council tax share now makes up 80% of its income.
DCC employees 2010/11 = 6,600 & in 2020 = 4500 increasing a little for Covid
Covid funding from Govt = £80 Million which basically covers DCC Covid expenditure.
Budget for DCC 2020/21 = £541M with Adult social care £260M and children‘s services £146M
Budget proposed for DCC 2021/22 = £578M = £11M/week or £1.5M/day
DCC earmarked reserves = £120M (March 2020) being in middle of UK upper tier authorities
Recycling depot privately registered vehicles (now) permitted free of charge & without a permit:
Cars
Pick ups
Camper vans fully fitted
Minibuses fully fitted
People carriers
Hired vans to a private household
Motability type vans/vehicles.
Any privately registered panel van will require a permit giving up to twelve visits a year free of charge.
You can apply online.
I have sent you various Covid related information including vaccination information and a weekly DCC video
link
Elections: Police Commissioner and County Council elections are now set for May 6th Further information
will be published.
Anyone feeling comfortable going to a supermarket or post office should feel confident to attend a polling
station in May.
A 379 Edmeston road works have started with some night closures from 19.00 hours.
ROAD REAPIRS: After so much rain and Covid-19 staff safety/absenteeism, I’m sure you’ll understand any
delays in repairs.
Repairing pot holes full of water or ice is not best practice and leads to complaints.
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8.0

District Councillor’s report
There will be 4 additional localities officers employed from the 1st of April for the summer season at a cost of
£25,000. These additional officers will enable us to patrol the beaches and car parks seven day per week, they
will also be able to enforce on the spot fines for fly tipping next to the rubbish bins.
The public consultation will take place for 21 days from the 4th February on car parking charges, new charges
will commence on the 1st April. Information on the new re-cycling service will be rolled out very soon by
post and in the local press and magazines. The Ivybridge re-generation programme has been approved by
SHDC and process will now begin on planning etc at a cost of nine million pounds, Aldi discount store are
going to bid for a 25 year lease, this should be opened in July 2023.

9.0

Financial statement
Payments due in February:
£37.14 by DD to BT for Memorial Hall
£14.37 Mr I Bramble for December Zoom payment
£14.37 Mr I Bramble for January Zoom payment
£11.52 Mr I Bramble for Postage costs for December and January
The cash book has been updated to January 31st 2021 for uploading onto the Bigbury Community Website
upon BPC approval
The Cash Book and bank statements have been reconciled @ £41,143.93 and the working surplus stands at
£26,144.17

10.0

Planning related matters
Clerk’s note: Inevitably not all comments made by councillors and members of the public who spoke can be minuted but will
be summarised below.
4253/20/FUL: Korniloff, Warren Road, Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4AZ
The chairman left the meeting and took no part in the discussion nor the vote. The Vice Chairman took the
Chair. A member of the public was invited to speak on behalf of a number of parishioners who opposed the
development for a number of reasons, including lack of adherence to the Bigbury
Neigbourhood Plan (NHP) policies concerning provision of homes for the elderly, insensitivity of design, high
density of development, mass and bulk of the properties, the increase in the number of proposed access points
into the site and proposed that BPC object to the devlopment.
A planning consultant then spoke on behalf of the developer quoting National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) policies to support the delevopment, i.e. in terms of ‘efficient use of land’; that the design took its cue
from the ‘iconic’ Burgh Island Hotel; that 3 and 4 bedroomed houses were relevant to the local need for
smaller properties for elderly residents and would provide family houses to address the unbalanced
demographic mix of the area and that the adaptable standard would make these houses suitable for elderly
residents; that an age restriction on ownership was unnecessary; that a restriction on second home ownership
would be applied. Full details are in the Design and Access Statement on the South Hams DC website.
More members of the public then spoke supporting and echoing the first speaker and asked that BPC object to
the proposal.
The meeting then moved into the formal council discussion and debate with the Vice Chairman taking the
Chair.
The Chairman of the NHP committee summarised the application with the following main comments; that
additional rooms proposed in the plans could be easily made into additional bedrooms turning homes into 4
and 5 bedroomed properties; that although the properties were to be principle private homes they did not meet
the housing needs of Bigbury, including the need for smaller 1 to 2 bedroomed apartments or bungalows for
the elderly as defined in the NHP, BP6, which was quoted in full; there was little evidence that effective and
appropriate marketing activity had taken place for the sale of the site as care/nursing home for the elderly and
the proposed homes have not been designed specifically for the elderly. Joint Local Plan policies were
referred to, to support the above stated needs of housing for the elderly; SHDC Supplementary Planning
Document for the AONB required small scale developments related to the immediate neighbourhood and for
homes suitable for local need. This had not been met. General design principles of the NHP are not met by
this proposal, specifically those relating to height, grain, density and building lines; that 5 large, flat roofed
properties do not relate to the local vernacular of Bigbury on Sea and represents overdevelopment of the site;
light polloution will occur via their extensive glazing; NHP policy BP27 re. car parking has not been met.
After a lengthy discussion by councillors, mostly in support of the above comments, a proposal to object to
this development was made and unanimously supported by councillors present.
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4233/20/FUL; Art Installation on Burgh Island, Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4EG.
The Neighbourhood Plan Committee (NPC) had discussed this proposal and VS, its Chairman,
observed that the application was technically incorrect, as from the illustrations the proposed site on the N.W.
corner of the Island would appear to be below mean high water level and is not on land owned by Burgh
Island but on Crown land. The proposed site is in the South Devon Heritage Coast and within the
Undeveloped Coast, that it is not essential that it is in the Undeveloped Coast and although not in the AONB
the statues would affect the setting of the AONB. Members of the NPC considered that the proposed
development would have a detrimental effect on the unspoilt character
and appearance of the Undeveloped Coast and the Heritage Coast. Members of the NPC would have
no objections to the statues being within the private grounds of the hotel or within the already developed parts
of the island. They also questioned the political correctness of erecting a statue commemorating pirates who
were ruthless villains in such a public location.
Some BP councillors questioned the political objectives of the proposal; that the subjects had no links with
Bigbury Parish nor to South Devon nor to Bigbury’s historic fishing industry; that their longevity would be
vulnerable to weather, sea and tidal forces; that safety of access to them was a potential issue; that the sinking
of the plinth into the rocks on which the statues would be mounted would create lasting damage to these
rocks; that the owner of Burgh Island was not disposed to have them on his land but that apparently the
Crown has given its permission for them.
Councillors also commented that they had received favourable and unfavourable comments from
parishioners, some related to their lack of connection to Bigbury or its historic fishing industry or to
the wider area; that artistically the statues seemd to be either liked or disliked and in this respect
some Councillors themselves felt conflicted about the proposal.
An Objection to the proposal was received on the basis of the harm to the unique landscape and seascape
character within the Heritage Coast contrary to Joint Local Plan Pol.Dev 24, lack of relevance of the subjects
to Bigbury and the above technical invalidity of the application. This proposal for objection was unanimously
supported.
0051/21/HHO: Lincombe Barn, Lincombe Lane, Bigbury, TQ7 4BD.
The barn is listed in the Neighbourhood Plan as a Heritage Asset and this retrospective application seeks
approval for alterations made, contrary to SHDC’s ‘Guide to Barn to Barn Conversions’.
Councillors expressed concerns over the external staircase and first floor balcony, other changes to the
external appearance arising from inappropriate timber cladding, modern flush fitting replacement windows,
the new porch and new garden fence as all adding harm to its appearance, which together with unapproved
landscaping, including fast growing Leylandi, alien to the South Devon AONB, all contribute to what is now
a domesticated and suburban appearance in the South Devon AONB and contrary to the requirements of
AONB policies and have impacted adversely on its character, setting and immediate neighbours .
For all the above reasons the BPC unanimously supported a proposed objection to the application.
0028/20/HHO: ‘Lewin’, Marine Drive, Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4AS
The Chairman did not take part in this discussion nor vote on the proposal and the Vice Chairman took this
part of the meeting.
BPC did not consider the increase in ridge height and height of the eaves to be reasons for refusal but believed
the proposed windows in the south elevation to be unnecessary in an already well windowed room and that
they would result in unneighbourly overlooking of the rear garden of Bali Hi and should be omitted. If SHDC
is minded to approve the application, allowing these south elevation windows, these should be reduced in
number, redesigned to avoid direct overlooking and be opaque glazed and non-opening. The applicant stated
that the number of windows would be reduced to 2 and the neighbour at Bali Hi still expressed concern about
lack of privacy and that if permiited should be opaque glazed.
A proposal for objection was received and unanimously supported for reasons of overlooking, giving rise to a
loss of privacy in the garden and rooms of its neighbour Bali Hi and light pollution from proposed additional
windows.
2069/20/HHO: ‘Seaspray’, Warren Road, Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4AZ.
Bigbury Parish Council considered these latest revisions to the original proposal still failed to address the
fundamental issues of the significant increase in scale and massing of the property and the addition of a
heavily glazed, gabled extension to the front bringing scale and mass obtrusively forwards towards
‘Quarterdeck’, its neighbour to the south, resulting in overbearing and overlooking and loss of privacy. Light
pollution from the extensive, additional proposed glazing particularly from the gabled extension is contrary to
Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan Pol. BP7 (1).
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Also a neighbour had commented that, because of the topography of the site, raising the height of a proposed
privacy screen from 1.5m to 1.8m was insufficient to overcome the privacy issues, tacitly acknowledged by the
proposal to raise it. It should be higher.
A member of the public spoke regretting that the problem of scale and massing had not been solved and
another that she believed it possible, with good design, to achieve a modernity and increase in living space
within the guidelines of the Neighbourhood Plan.
For these reasons of overbearing, increased scale and massing, light pollution, overlooking and loss of privacy
to neighbours an objection to these revisions was proposed and received majority
support, with one abstention.
0181/21/HHO: ‘Foxhole Cottage’, Bigbury, TQ7 4AN.
This application is for a small extension to Foxhole Cottage for which a councilor proposed support,
which was supported in turn unanimously by BPC.
0151/21/ARM: ‘Higher Easton Farm’, St Ann’s Chapel, TQ7 4HQ.
This proposal is for a change in external cladding considered to be more in keeping with its location in the
AONB and proposals for UPVC windows, which a councillor thought were not ideal, with hardwood as a
preferred material. This point was discussed with regard for the durability, longevity and appearance of
UPVC in comparison with hardwood frames. However as BPC had not objected previously to the use of
UPVC for tis development this was not considered to be a reason for objection. A proposal of support for the
application was made and received unanimous support.
3365/20/VAR: ‘Little Cumery’, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NN.
This is a proposal for replacement windows, with modern UPVC, identical in appearance to existing timber
framed windows, in a barn conversion and reference was made by a councillor to SHDC’s ‘Guide to Barn
Conversions’ which requires timber framed windows.
The Chairman invited the applicant to speak and he made the point that windows in the conversion were
Velux windows, one was in the upper storey and as with the other proposed new windows would be identical
in colour and wood grain to existing timber windows. A councillor stated that SHDC planners no longer
insisted upon timber frames in the Bigbury Court barn conversion if UPVC identical in design, colour and
grain were used. Given this acceptance a consensus for support for UPVC windows for ‘Little Cumery’
emerged and a proposal of support for this development was made. There was majority support for this with
one abstention.
11.0

Parish A.G.M.
The clerk proposed the Parish A.G.M. to be held on April14th to precede the April BPC mmeting on the same
evening. This was unanimously supported.

12.0

Correspondence received.
None to add to that already circulated to councillors

13.0

Any other business..
A member of the public asked for specific items for discussion to be put on the next meeting agenda,
including maintenance of the coastal path to Challaborough.
Over hanging foliage on Bigbury Green amd Folly Hill.

The meeting closed at 9:40 pm.
The next meeting is to be held on WEDNESDAY, March 10th at 7:30pm
Signed………………………………………………………………………………. Bigbury Parish Council
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Minutes of the meeting of Bigbury Parish Council (BPC) held on Wednesday March 10th, 2021 at 7:30pm. In
accordance with Government advice and DALC guidance this meeting was held via video link (Zoom).
PRESENT: Cllrs: E Huntley (EH) (Chair), G Rosevear (GR), S Smith (SS), C Case (CC), V Scott (VS), S Watts (SW),
DCC Cllr. R. Gilbert (RG), SHDC Cllr. B. Taylor (BT), Clerk I. Bramble, (IB) and seventeen other members of the
public.
1.0

Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all Councillors and members of the public.

2.0

Open Session
A member of the public commented on the improvement made to the Sedgewell Slipway by the new
whitelining of the parking bays but queried the cost. IB had already done so with the contractor who had
advised that in line with other contractors a minimum job charge was applied to day jobs to cover fixed
overhead costs which applied to all jobs irrespective of their time on site.
The need to repair the notice board in the telephone kiosk book exchange was raised and the Chairman
indicated that that would be done and would provide an additional usable parish noticeboard.
The editor of the Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums reported on initiatives for the Parish to take to contribute
to carbon neutral targets, i.e. tree planting and a councillor supported all steps that could be taken for this
cause. Bigbury Golf Club(BGC) Manager advised that BGC were exploring various measures, including
fossil fuel alternatives for course maintenance equipment and asked if funds were available from the District
and County Councils to contribute to this. BT reported that funds specifically for this were not yet available
from the District Council while RG advised that he should be contacted in the new tax year for possible help
from him from DCC.

3.0

‘Dementia Friendly’
Apologies have been received from Mrs. L. Hitchins who was unable to join the meeting for technical reasons.

4.0

Declarations of interest
CC declared an interest in Aunecliffe and GR declared a personal interest in Bigbury Court Farm but would
take part in the discussion and vote.

5.0

Apologies for absence
KH sent apologies.

6.0

Matters Arising
Amendments to the draft minutes of the Feb. 15th meeting were submitted in respect of detail changes for
Seaspray, Korniloff, Higher Easton and Little Cumery. SS proposed support, VS seconded and was
unanimously supported by councillors present.

7.0

County Councillor’s report
Climate change: DCC is a founding and principle partner of the Devon Climate Emergency (DCE) initiative
and has signed the Devon Climate Declaration which commits to working collaboratively with partners,
which is now starting to be done via a consultation draft interim Devon Carbon Plan.
£1.3M extra has been allocated for 21/22 budget with £600,000.00 for pot holes and drainage plus
£100,000.00 for work on maintenance of street furniture and a further £600,000.00 to top up the £1.5 M given
to District Councils emergency fund last summer.
So far this fiscal year, we have used 50% more salt on the highways network totalling 15000 tons.
Devon Highways budget is £28M which is about £100,000.00/day to maintain the 12,966km of roads.
DCC has 65 farms totalling 9555 acres
I have sent you various Covid and other information since we last met.

8.0

District Councillor’s report
The new waste collection service is due to start in Bigbury on May 3 rd with deliveries of the new boxes a week
before that. In response to a question about assisted collections, BT advised that the new Locality officers will
be investigating sites where this may become necessary in respect of the new longer vehicles to be used. SW
asked if these officers would be also overseeing SHDC car parks, particularly duruing the summer. BT
indicated they would be.

9.0

Financial statement
Payments due in March:
£ 37.14 by DD to BT for Memorial Hall
£ 14.37 Mr. I Bramble re. February Zoom payment
£
4.72 Mr. I Bramble re. Postage

1

£ 20.00 Mr. I.Bramble Parish Laptop repair
£ 11.70 Mr. I.Bramble mileage to Bigbury on Sea @ .45p/mile
£ 1409.21 West Country Skip Hire
£ 780.00 JHB UK Ltd. Ref. Sedgewell Slipway white lining.
The cash book has been updated to February 28th 2021 for uploading onto the Bigbury Community Website
upon BPC approval.
The Cash Book and bank statements have been reconciled to February 28th @ £40,787.04 and the working
surplus stands at £24,787.28
GR proposed acceptance , SS seconded and remaining councillors unanimously approved it.
10.0

Planning related matters
0557/21/LBC: Coombe Farm Barns, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NH.
This proposal is for conversion of a barn from I into 2 bedroom dwelling. No objections were raised and VS
recommended support. BH seconded . All other councillors present supported unanimously.
0409/21/OPA: Land at Ashford, SX 677 487, Aveton Gifford.
This application is for outline planning permission(OPP) for an agricultural dwelling and it was agreed that
only SHDC could determine that it satisfied all criteria, as outlined by the agent for the applicant, for OPP to
be granted before a reserved matters application could be made, at which point BPC would be consulted.
However a councillor reported that the proposed site will be prominent, in a highly visible position in the
AONB landscape, councillors questioned this siting and the reasons for it were discussed by the agent and
applicant. Also, VS argued strongly that it would be normal for indicative plans and design drawings to be
presented this stage and it was regretted that these were not available.
Reference was made to precedents of similar applications in the parish for which BPC had recommended
approval although some differences were pointed out by VS. After further discussion of BPC’s position at this
stage on this development, GR proposed support with a condition asking for indicative design drawings and
plans. This was seconded by VS. BH abstained and GR’s proposal was supported by all other councillors
present.
0414/21/ARC: Aunecliffe, Folly Hill, Bigbury on Sea.
The applicant who also owns ‘Avonmouth’ stated he had consulted with his architect and consultant
ecologists before all works currently underway had commenced and that this proposal for the new access was
the preferred option rather than modifying the existing narrow track access to ‘Aunecliffe’. The application
was discussed at length with regard to the noise and disturbance to neighbours and the impact on wildlife
caused by plant and equipment using an access road to the site via the adjoining property ‘Avonmouth’ and
the clearance of vegetation to allow that access. It was noted by a councillor that the clearance of an own
garden does not require planning permission. A neighbour expressed deep concern about the effect on wildlife
arising from the clearance and also the disturbance to neighbours, now and in the future, from the demolition
and rebuilding of ‘Aunecliffe’ through using this new access road. A councillor was concerned that SHDC
consider very carefully this noise and disturbance to neighbours and also the full ecological impact of this
proposal. GR proposed objection with the above reservations, seconded by VS and supported by SW, SS, BH.
CC abstained.
0706/21/AGR: Bigbury Court Farm, Bigbury.
Councillors had no objections to this application for two lean to extensions to an existing barn. CC proposed
support , SS seconded and this was unanimously supported.

11.0

Challaborough Yellow Lines:
Following congestion in Challaborough last summer, which may be repeated this year, BPC had previously
voted for the yellow lines established under existing traffic orders but now faded and worn to be reinstated.
The discussion now is about extending them to prevent blockages to large(waste collection) and emergency
vehicles. Two options have been proposed and the matter was put out to a public consultation within the
parish, details of which, including maps, are available on the parish website. 12 responses have been received
with 6, a majority, in favour of ‘Option 2’. 3 preferred no yellow lines. A member of RNLI had asked that a
particular section of road be arranged to be kept clear to allow easy access for emergency vehicles down to the
beach and for lifeguards to be able to park in them when necessary in emergencies. Also representations,
particularly from Fryer Tuck’s, had been made to ‘leave things as they are’. VS suggested that these could be
covered with an amendment to ‘Option 2’ and proposed ‘Option’ 2 with a suitable amendment. This was
seconded by GR and supported by BH SS SW. CC abstained.

12.0

Car Park at Bigbury on Sea.
SHDC has been contacted with regard to the steps down to the car park and the broken fence and a site visit,
with the Chairman and IB has been arranged later in the month.
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13.0

B.on S. Coast path to Challaborough.
Continuing erosion due to increasing use, particularly from cyclists is a problem. CC will look into what can
be done to preserve the path or at least slow down the inevitable erosion.

14.0

Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums/Parish Council
The editor has asked if a precised version of PC minutes can be produced for the Bigbury News and also
minutes produced in time for B. on S. News print deadline dates. GR observed that a precised version would
inevitably carry an undesirable personal bias. IB commented that he would be reluctant to precise minutes
which are already a summary of the meeting but that the first obligation is to publish them on parish
noticeboards within prescribed time limits. Minutes are also uploaded onto the parish website.
GR proposed that we continue with these priorities and this was unanimously supported.

15.0

Correspondence received.
IB referred specifically to notice of a survey on carbon reduction initiatives for which a tree would be planted
for each return submitted and for this reason recommended individual councillor responses rather than a
collective BPC response. Secondly IB made a similar recommendation of an individual councillor response to
a police survey into public attitudes towards Automatic Number Plate Recognition and its use. Finally IB
referred to a DCC survey on ‘Resource and Waste Strategy’ the closing date for which is April 14 th and which
will require liaison with councillors on line to compile a response.

16.0

Any other business.
A member of the public wishes BPC to contact the Police and Crime Commissioner to ascertain what
measures, if any, the police intend to implement this summer to ameliorate problems which arose in 2020 due
to the unusually high influxof holiday makers. IB will write.
Also, has been asked to in turn ask South West Water to repair the damage caused to Bigbury Village Green
during recent workd there.
IB will write.

The meeting closed at 22:10 pm.
The next meeting is to be held on WEDNESDAY, April 14th at 7:30pm after the Annual General Meeting which
will commence at 7:00pm.
Signed………………………………………………………………………………. Bigbury Parish Cerk
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Colin Pincombe

ACTION FRAUD CONTACTS
Beware of scam cold calls informing the
resident that their National Insurance
number has been compromised or used
in some way, or a variation of this, and
that a new National Insurance number
will need to be issued. Personal details
are asked for.
Please be cautious of any unexpected
calls.
If you have any doubts about what is
being asked of you or instructed by a
cold caller, hang up the phone.
A legitimate company or organisation
will not put pressure on you or rush you.
If you have passed on any personal
information to a cold caller please phone
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or make
a report via the website

www.actionfraud.police.uk

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist
Looking for more from your holiday
cottage agency? Then speak to
award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.
Our experienced team of property
managers have the knowledge to
ensure that your investment fulfils its
potential throughout the year.
Call us now for free and honest advice.

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

If you have given out any financial

Visit the Nkuku Lifestyle Store On Line
At Nkuku we create beautiful homewares, accessories and gifts. We work
with artisans throughout the world, combining timeless design with
traditional skills and natural materials.
Whilst we have to close our retail outlet during the current lock down
- you are still welcome to visit our ONLINE STORE

www.nkuku.com

Current offers end 6.04.21

TEMPORARY
TRAFFIC NOTICES
1. Road Closure from Mon 22 - Thurs
25th March (inclusive) maximum of 5
days. Between the hours of 19:00 and
07:00

A379 EDMESTON FARM
TO FANCY CROSS, MODBURY

Kellogg’s Special K/Krave=£2.00
Quavers/Wotsits 24=£3.00
Wotsits Giants=BOGF
Pepsi Max 2ltr=2for£2.25
Andrex 9roll=£3.50
Ariel Pods 19w=£3.75
Hardys Stamp =2for£10
Gordon/Smirnoff/Morgan Spiced 70cl=£12.99
Post Office Hours MON - FRI 9am to 5pm
Shop Hours:

SAT 9am to 1pm

MON - SAT 7am- to 7pm SUN 8am to 5pm

The alternative, signed, route for vehicles
will be via - A379, A3121, A38, A385,
A381, A379 AND VICE VERSA
2. Road Closure 1 to 3rd July,

BOWLS CROSS
TO CHALLONS COMBE

Your help is critical for

LOCAL FAMILIES
IN CRISIS

Covid-19 has destroyed jobs and left some people
without the income to get through these unprecedented times.

PLEASE
SHOP LOCAL

New Fundraising Book
‘Bigbury Past & Present’
Available to order now!
A nostalgic collection of over 100
photographs from c1890 to the present day,
accompanied by a descriptive narrative.

BIGBURY PAST & PRESENT
Needs our support.

Please donate essential items to top up the Food Bank warehouse inventory so that
they can deliver £4,000 of Emergency Supplies every week to 140 homes
- including very local families.

Just pick up a

READY-FILLED
FOOD BANK DONATION BAG
in the trolley by the front door of Holywell Stores, St Ann’s Chapel
and pay for it at the till with your own shopping

£2 or £4 Bags
You can also do this at Kingsbridge Morrisons and Tesco.
These items contribute to the Weekly Groceries to be delivered to
Families in Crisis by Kingsbridge Food Bank

DO YOU NEED HELP?
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO MAY NEED HELP?
Contact the Food Bank Manager, Gerrie:
info@kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk 07759 683567
ALSO NEEDED - NEW Christmas gifts for adults and children
Please drop off Christmas Gift donations at Holywell Stores

We are now on our third print run for
Bigbury Past & Present. Many thanks
to all those who have purchased a
copy. Some people have bought
several copies for family members.
Thanks also to The Beach Shop, Fryer
Tucks and Holywell Stores for helping
us to sell copies to raise funds for the
Tower & Bells Fund.

Copies are now in the
HOLYWELL STORES
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
01548 810991

Created to raise money for the
restoration of the Tower and Bells of
St Lawrence Church, Bigbury. All
profits on the sale donated to this cause.
A unique hand-bound book.
A5 hardback format, containing 44 colour
pages.
Book features Bigbury Parish including:
Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-Sea, Bigbury,
St Ann’s Chapel & Easton.

An ideal gift for those who know
Bigbury or to add to a holiday let!

Copies will be available to purchase in Holywell Stores,
direct or by post from Jill Gubbins : 01548 810651,
or by emailing : bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

£19.95 (+ £3.90 P&P)

Book comes cellophane wrapped and
includes four printed postcards!

