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LETTER
from the EDITOR
Dear Readers,
Summer is here at last and with the
sunshine comes the longed-for visits
by family and friends and people who
come to share this wonderful part of the
country.
Our local businesses have been extremely
busy with a large influx of visitors. Their
staff have been working exceptionally
hard to make sure visitors have an
enjoyable experience and that they are
able to provide the goods and services
needed. Staff are difficult to recruit.
Have you through of stepping forward for
part time roles? Just go into the venue
and ask if they need help on a regular
basis. We have ongoing problems with
staff accommodation - can you help?
We should be trying to support local
businesses with our custom and support
in other ways too if we can.
Bigbury Net Zero Committee has now
got this important initiative off the blocks
and Climate Change features strongly
in this issue. Your views and ideas are
important so please get in touch and
join in the effort to make a dramatic
and immediate difference to our carbon
emissions. It really is an Emergency.
Events Organisers are doing their
best to provide safe activities for us
to enjoy and begin getting back to
normal life again. Please support these
important opportunities to re-establish a
Community Life beyond your own front
door. At this time its wroth remembering
those residents who are not physically
able to leave their homes, irrespective
of the pandemic. Have you thought
of volunteering for Modbury Caring
to ensure Inclusiveness is a priority for
Bigbury?
Enjoy the Summer....
Contributors: Parish Council Matters Valerie
Scott, Nineteenth Hole Marlene Johnson, The
Pub Cat Monty, McBars Jars Gary McGuire,
St Lawrence Matters & Inspired Appeal Vic
& Jill Gubbins, SHLOF Daphne Jefferson, St
Lukes Colin Pincombe, Letter from the Vicar
Matt Rowland, Short Story Frank Annabel,
Memorial Hall Charles Harrington, Various,
Louise Wainwright , Wave Project Katie Smith.
Event Reporters: Jill Gubbins, Pam Trundle. ,
Photo credits: Louise Wainwright, Marlene
Johnson, Annika Connolly. Photographs: Annika
Connolly, Louise Wainwright

“The time has come the Walrus said.....”
Bigbury is a wonderful place to live
and since the pandemic many people
who are able to work form ‘home’
are spending even more time in their
home here in Bigbury. Our real
community is getting bigger in this
way. Bigbury is not just a Beach!
By contributing to local
communication channels through
Bigbury Drums and Bigbury News,
Henry and I have enjoyed being part
of what is happening here. We have
also learned a lot of new tech skills
which we can easily pass on to the
new Team. It’s been fun.
The Ringmore Newsletter (which we
also print) is designed by a second
home owner who lives in Belgium
and works with a full time resident
here in Devon!
The format of Bigbury News could
change - its up to the new Editor.
What’s your plan? Come and talk to
us about it.
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Please write in to the Bigbury News if you
have Bigbury Reminiscences to share with
Readers. Have you got a cupboard full of
old photographs, postcards or letters that
might shed some light on what it was like
here in the ‘old days’?
DISCLAIMER
Bigbury News and Editor cannot be held responsible
for any loss or inconvenience caused by any inaccurate
information contained within this magazine. Please
contact the relevant party directly to confirm the details
of any information or event. Inclusion of a business
advertisement does not imply a recommendation by
Bigbury News or the Editor. Please take up references of
previous clients or customers before enlisting the services
or products advertised herein.

EDITOR BIGBURY DRUMS
A Volunteer is encouraged to step
forward to take over Bigbury Drums
by December 2021. This regular
Mail Chimp now has 470 local
subscribers and it has developed into
a useful means of communication
about events and local news which
compliments the hard copy parish
magazine.

EDITOR BIGBURY NEWS
Volunteer (s) will be needed take
over Bigbury News by December
2022. This will also involve more
than one person to act as Production
Manager, Treasurer, Advertising
Manager as well as the Editor. All
these roles are currently undertaken
by Henry and Louise Wainwright.
When the printer lease runs out in
Dec 2021, we would like to hand
over to a new team.

Louise & Henry Wainwright

Editor Louise Wainwright bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 810991 Long Easton Bigbury TQ7 4AN; Treasurer Henry Wainwright ; Production
Manager Henry Wainwright; Advertising Louise Wainwright; Distribution Manager Dane Vanstone; Committee: Stuart Watts, Valerie Scott and
John Davies; Distribution Team: Simone Stevens, Jim Bennett, Don Dyke, Peter & Gill Cook, Trish Bagley, Jill Gubbins, Suzy Owlett, Danny Grace,
Burgh Island Causeway, NISA shop, Park Dean, Noel & Ursula Thornton, Sally Watts, Margaret Singleton, John Simes, Elise Wilson, Jenny Very, Jane
Tucker, Burgh Island, Pickwick, Hexdown, Oyster Shack, Venus Cafe, Jas & Jaswinder Kooner at Holywell Stores.
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BIGBURY
MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together
June saw the first event organised
by the Hall itself since February
2020. This was a highly original
performance of the Canterbury Tales
by David Mynne, a Villages in Action
sponsored event which attracted
20 people, all socially distanced, of
course. David said that it was his first
indoors show since lockdown was
imposed. It was great to be back.
In July we held the latest in our
ever popular series of Wine Tasting
evenings. Local wine merchants
Barrel & Still presented eight
interesting Italian wines, which were
accompanied by delicious nibbles
prepared by Gill, Mike and Cathy. 26
people attended.
We’re taking a break in August but
the fun resumes in September with
the annual Bigbury Produce Show
arranged for the 5th. See the poster
and a list of the Classes elsewhere in
this issue. We managed to hold the
Show successfully last year online but
it will be lovely to return to normal
this year.
On September 11th we’re holding
another Villages in Action event –
Shodyssey, a very funny hour long
romp through the Trojan war as
you’ve never seen it before with
much stomping about and clattering
of swords. This is performed by the
Assembleth Theatre and is suitable for
all ages from 11 upwards. See poster
for details.
We’re already planning our Winter
events. So far these include a Film
& Food Night on November 4th, a
Christmas Wine Tasting on November
26th and, hopefully, another visit from
David Mynne, this time performing
A Christmas Carol. More details of
these and other events will follow
nearer the time.

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Calendar of Events for September and October 2021.
Day & Time

Activity

Organiser

Contact no.

Mon. 15.45 – 17.00

Table tennis

17.30 – 18.30
(from Mon.6th Sept)

Creative-X
workshops

Angie Bond
Janie Grace
Kate Webb

811131
811122
714712

Tues.
Youth Club
Times and date of starting to be decided.

Louise Pitt
Juliette Jackson

810000
810307

Wed.10.30 – 12.00
(1st Wed. of month)
(2nd Wed. of month)
19.30

Community
Coffee morning
Parish Council

Jean Wright
Yvonne Klidjian
Ian Bramble
(clerk)

810029
810971
855712

Thurs. 9.00 – 10.30
(from Thurs 9th Sept)
(3rd Thurs. of month
from September)

Creative-x
workshops
South Hams
Filling Station

Kate Webb

714712

Gilbert Snook

810017

Other Events:
Sun. Sept. 5th

Produce Show

Sat. 11th Sept.
19.30

Shodyssey
(Villages in Action)

Angie Bond
Sally Watts
Sally Watts

811131
810373
810373

Future events:
Thursday 4th Nov.
Friday 26th Nov.

Food & Film Night Angie Bond
Wine tasting
Peter Cook

811131
810156

Fri.

BIGBURY’S ANNUAL

PRODUCE SHOW 2021
THIS YEAR’S THEME WILL BE

Blooming Wild
SUNDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2021
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

Finally, we will be amending our covid
protocols to reflect the relaxation of
restrictions, due on July 19th, and also
the new government guidance.
Chairman
Charles Harrington.
810023.
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

SEE ‘BIGBURY NEWS’ FOR FURTHER DETAILS…

Meanwhile… start blooming planting!
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BIGBURY LADIES
It was absolutely lovely for the ladies
to meet up again after so many months
– in fact it must be a year almost since
we were all together. Ten of us met up
at Helen’s on Wednesday 21st July to
share lunch and discuss ideas for future
meetings. All of us had taken some
food to share and there was a wonderful
selection spread out on the table. After
we had had our fill we adjourned to
her lounge and some ideas flowed
back and forth. Eventually we decided
on the following programme – all on
Wednesdays.
Aug 18th Meet at Gill Peet’s for a
flower arranging demonstration and then
we all have a go!!!! Please bring along
some flowers and foliage and a tin or two
in which we will do our arrangements.
Afterwards, for those who would like to,
we will go to the Golf club for lunch.
Sep 15th Boat Trip Either Totnes or to
Calstock. If Totnes, boat leaves Steamer
Quay at 11.45 arrives Dartmouth 1.15
with return boat at 2.20 which does not
give us long in Dartmouth. Or – trip
Plymouth to Calstock.
Oct 20th: Visit to Plymouth Gin –
maximum numbers for the tour is eight.
Nov 17th The Box Museum, Plymouth.
Dec 15th: Christmas Lunch – possibly
Modbury Inn
All the above may be subject to change so
keep your eyes open for future reports in
the News.
Due to unforeseen circumstances we
had to change our venue for the August
meeting of the ladies. Helen very kindly
invited us to her lovely home for our first
meeting since the Lockdown in March.
There was Helen (Obviously), Chrissie,
Jane, Jean, Rita, Jo and me and it was so
lovely being together again. It had been
planned that we would each take our own
plate of food to eat and our own cutlery
etc but some very kindly brought food
to share as well. We did sit at Helen’s
lovely dining table but it is so large we
were able to distance ourselves to an
extent. Originally we had intended to go
to Widecombe Fair but as things stand at
the moment we have not made any plans
for it but will be in touch with the ladies
nearer the time.
We were all delighted to welcome new
Bigbury Village resident, Carol, to our
group.
Contacts: Helen 810386. Chrissie
810482, Rita 810792 and me on 810719

Pam Trundle

LOCAL EVENTS
Events Organisers are encouraged to
share their timetables with
Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums to
avoid calendar clashes.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Meets each month in a member’s home
to discuss the monthly book and prepare
a report for Bigbury News.

Hazel Osborne
hazel.osborne6@btinternet.com

LIVE OUTDOOR MUSIC
IN BIGBURY
In an outdoor garden in Bigbury - full
details provided when you reserve a
place
louise.wainwright56@gmail.com
JAZZ COCKTAILS - Saturday 7th
August 2.00 pm for Cocktails &
Canapés and the jazz band starts at 3
pm. Guests are encouraged to bring
a sharing platter of canapés to add
to the buffet table. £20 per ticket for
the Tower & Bells Fund. Cocktail
bar manned by ex Burgh Island
aficionados, Gary McBar and Hans
van der Heiden. Cocktails sponsored
by Steve Chapman (Fryer Tucks)
and the Huntsman. The band (Jazz
Cocktails) is a regular vintage band
that plays at Burgh Island too.
ANNIKA SKOOGH QUINTET
Sunday 29th August 3 pm to 5.30 pm
Annika Skoogh - vocals, Martin
Jenkins - keys, Steve Dow - guitar
Jim Rintoul - bass, Ric Byer - drums
Latin jazz standards some of them in
the original language Portuguese. Latin
songs, jazz waltzes and swing and a
tad of modern jazz. Honeysuckle Rose
(Fats Waller) , Take Five (Brubeck)
Never Will I Marry (Nancy Wilson)
Four (Miles Davis) to Dindi (Jobim).

TOWER & BELLS
FUND RAISING EVENTS
FOR 2021
SAT 31st JULY
Gospel Jazz
(Pedigree Jazzband + Modbury Gospel
Singers) 7 – 9 p.m.
St Lawrence Church. £12.
Contact Jill Gubbins.
SAT 7th AUGUST
Jazz Cocktails Band + Cocktails & Canapes 2 – 5 p.m. £20.
Contact Louise.
SAT 16th OCTOBER
Tales, Tonics & Treats. Time & price tbc.
Memorial Hall. Contact Jill.
WED 20th OCTOBER
Thomas Bowes’
Bach Pilgrimage
Violin Concert. Time & price tbc.		
St Lawrence Church. Contact Jill.

BIGBURY HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington.
810023.
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

BIGBURY LADIES
Informal group of ladies who organise
day trips out, usually including a lunch.
Members meet at one of the members
homes and then head out in shared
transport to the agreed venue.

Pam Trundle

01548 810719

BIGBURY NET ZERO
Louise Wainwright
Secretary.
01548 810991
louise.wainwright56@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com/net-zero

BIGBURY
COFFEE MORNING
It was so lovely to see you all back in
the hall chatting and catching up on
village news and banter.
On Wednesday 2nd June we raised
£215 for Modbury Caring and on
Wednesday 7th July we raised £325
for Hope Cove Lifeboat with Dave
Clark coming with a few freebies and
an informative talk about the work of
the lifeboat. Louise Wainwright came
to discuss matters concerning Bigbury
Net Zero with us individually.
Many grateful thanks to all who
gave so generously especially for the
numerous donations. On Wednesday
4th August we will be supporting St
Luke’s Hospice and we look forward
to seeing you between 10.30 and
noon.
On Wednesday 1st September we will
be supporting Devon Air Ambulance
and on Wednesday 6th October the
Kingsbridge Triangle Centre.
Keep safe and healthy.

Jean and Yvonne.

THE FILLING STATION
This is an informal religious meeting
for all denominations. The Filling
Station will meet via ZOOM until
further notice on the fourth Thursday
each month at 7.30 pm. If you would
like to join in, please contact James
Spencer for the joining instructions
and Zoom links.
jamesrcspencer@aol.com
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Modbury Health Centre
Poundwell Meadow
Modbury PL21 0QL
01548 830666
www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

SOUTH HAMS HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS
At our AGM in June Dr. Christopher
Harling CBE took over as Chair and
looks forward to working closely with our
service providers to ensure SHH provides
as many services as possible to the people
of the South Hams.

valued by the local population although
they would like to have more information
about what services are available. The
League takes this seriously and we will be
looking to see what we can do to increase
the visibility of services.

A group of sixth form students from
Kingsbridge Community College,
supported by South Hams Hospital
League of Friends, conducted a survey
of local residents’ knowledge and views
of health services in our area. The
support from local people in completing
the survey was excellent and their results
highlighted how much the hospital is

Another interesting finding is that more
than three quarters of respondents had
used remote consultation with the NHS
and more than 90%were happy with
the outcome. A sign of things to come,
perhaps!
Commenting on a recent presentation of
the results to the Trustees of the League,

the new chair Dr Harling said ‘It has been
a pleasure to work with these students
and see the huge amount of work they
put into the survey. The results provide a
fascinating insight to local views and the
League will reflect on the results and see
how we can support our health services
better in the future’
Finally thank you to all the local residents
who took the time to complete the
survey and support the students in this
informative study’

Daphne Jefferson
www.shhlof.co.uk

ST LUKES IN THE SOUTH HAMS
Colin Pincombe, St Luke’s Impact
Volunteer Partner in the South Hams,
rounds up the news on what’s been
happening across the area to support
the charity’s compassionate care in the
community.
Our volunteers are gradually mobilising
after the lockdown. Recently, the Friends
in Modbury held a most successful stand
at the Modbury Fair, selling clothes,
accessories and raffle tickets to raise
almost £500. This is a really sociable and
supportive group, and it is a pleasure to
be associated with them.
My dream is to form one or two similar
groups in the South Hams – maybe in
Kingsbridge, Salcombe, Ivybridge or
elsewhere. Membership can lead to
lasting friendships, while supporting an
essential local healthcare charity. Do get
in touch with me if you might be able
to help – please see my contact details
below.
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With the easing of some lockdown
restrictions, St Luke’s Open Gardens
scheme has been able to proceed. In the
South Hams the weather was glorious for
both our events at Lower Combe Royal
(Kingsbridge) and at Gnaton Hall (near
Newton Ferrers); it was a little cloudy

at Lukesland (Ivybridge), but this did
not detract from the fabulous flora and
scrumptious cakes. We are so grateful
to the owners who open their beautiful
gardens in aid of St Luke’s.

We were chosen to be sponsored by the
Lions Club of Ivybridge and to run a
stand at their annual Fun Day on 10
July at the Rugby Club, Cross-in-Hand,
Filham, Ivybridge.

Future Open Gardens are at
Bowringsleigh (Kingsbridge) on 5
September. Further information can
be found at Open Gardens | St Luke’s
Hospice Plymouth
stlukes-hospice.org.uk
There’s also the opportunity to win an
original painting by Brian Pollard.

There are many other events further
afield, such as the Eddystone Lighthouse
Challenge. Nine boats have entered in aid
of St Luke’s, all from the Plymouth area,
so I’m looking for an entry to represent
the South Hams. See Sail for St Luke’s
| St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth (stlukeshospice.org.uk) for details.

A Compassionate Café was opened in
Kingsbridge in mid-June. This enables
anyone who is looking after someone
who is dying, has been bereaved or is
living with a life-limiting illness to talk to
someone with a sympathetic ear. Where
needed, more specialised services can
be signposted to provide specific advice.
Do come along to the Compassionate
Café for tea, coffee and a chat, every
second and fourth Saturday, 10.30am
– 12.30pm, at Harbour House Café,
Kingsbridge. Please contact the café
organiser, Linda Christian, on 07517
019131 in advance to say that you wish to
attend or for more information.

Do contact me if you feel you might be
able to help.

Colin Pincombe
Impact Volunteer Partner for St Luke’s
Hospice in the South Hams.
01752 492626
cpincombe@stlukes-hospice.org.uk

BIGBURY NET ZERO
My grandchildren have been to stay with
us recently. Your’s too? We love them
dearly. Some days it was so hot outside
that it was difficult to get out in the heat
and run about wildly, like they usually
do. On the news we saw flash flooding
causing devastation in parts of the UK
and abroad. “Extremes in weather, like
these” I explained, “ Will be much more
common as a result of Climate Change”.

emissions are caused by the products and
services bought by us as ‘individuals’.
The choices You, I and We make - is
what’s causing this problem and what
will stop it getting worse-if we choose
to do something different. Waiting for
governments to do it for us is not an
option I am willing to rely on.

It differs across the world of course: in
China and India, annual C02 emissions
per person are around 5 and 2 tonnes
They had heard of people talking about
respectively, compared to 15 tonnes per
2030, but like most youngsters they
person in the UK and 30 in the US, when
did not have a real feeling of when that
taking into account foreign production
would be and how long it would take to
get there. One of my grandchildren turns for our use. We need to reduce this by
80% by 2030. A new report said that
8 this year.. I asked the older children if
greenhouse gas emissions have hit a
they remembered the day their Mother
record high, with 40.6 billion tons of C02
brought baby Martha home from
being pumped into the atmosphere in
hospital. They did. “Well, in the same
2019.
short period of time ( 8.5 years) going
forward, it will be 2030.” I told them.
What is the BIGBURY FOOTPRINT?
The population of Bigbury is estimated
I explained to them that scientists had
(2019) to be around 500 people. I am
calculated that 2030 was the year when,
not sure how second home owners are
if we have not already made drastic
included in this figure. Even so, with
reductions in our carbon emissions, our
a national average carbon footprint in
climate will begin to destabilize and
the UK of 15 tonnes per person per
life on Earth would begin to change for
ever. We would suffer and we would not year - this equates to at least 7,500 tons
of C02 per year. What IS our ACTUAL
be able to stop this happening. Crops
total carbon footprint? How much carbon
will become more difficult to produce,
is being sequestered at the same time in
some people would go hungry, some
Bigbury? How far are we from Net Zero?
people and animals would die of heat
What do we need to do to get there? Could
exhaustion, bush fires and floods would
we do even better than Net Zero? Would
become common. The icecaps would
there be a financial benefit to this?
melt and sea levels would rise, flooding
coastal cities and towns would mean
some people would have to move.
Martha, my 8 year old granddaughter,
cried. She got it. She was eight years old
and felt very young. She could relate to
the timescale. She figured out that by the
time she was doing her A levels, things
would be starting to go really bad - if we
did not all do something to make a big
difference now.
Of course, I said we were all working
hard to reduce our global carbon
emissions and stop this from happening.
But what’s the honest truth? Did you
realise the real urgency? Had you figured
that the goal posts have shifted from 2050
to 2030 because not enough has been
achieved and several Tipping Points
have already occurred? Have you done
the sums and also worked out that it’s
only 8.5 years away? If so - why aren’t
we all talking about it and making a plan
together?
CARBON FOOTPRINTS
The United Kingdom as a ‘nation’
does not produce C02 in its own right,
nor do ‘governments’. Almost all C02

to the sequestration of carbon emissions.
There are specialist carbon footprint
calculators for farms and most of our
farms are having to address this issue as
part of the auditing processes they have
to undertake. Farming is hard work and
the paybacks are not guaranteed. Most
farmers around the world are risk averse
for good reason. The cards are staked
against them when it comes to weather
- and that is about to get a lot worse if
we can’t avert Climate Change. How can
we help them to identify changes that make
sense to them and help them to manage the
risks to their businesses?
Whilst many people and businesses in
the parish are planting as many trees as
possible - this will take decades to make
an impact on reductions of our carbon
emissions. We still need to do this but
there may be a faster way to achieve an
impact. Mature hedgerows, which have
very deep and resourceful root systems,
could very quickly double or treble in
volume if only the sides of the hedges
were trimmed and not the tops.
It is a myth that beef and dairy animals
are responsible for climate change
because of the methane produced by
ruminant animals. It’s more complex
than that. If the animals are primarily
pasture-fed without over reliance on grain
feed, then the sequestration provided by
the permanent grass leys upon which
they feed, will balance the negative
effect of the emissions. It’s cheap meat,
produced almost entirely on cereal
feeds which are the problem. See more
discussion in the Farm Gate (p 19)
MEET THE COMMITTEE

www.carbonsavvy.uk/calculator/
There are a small number of medium
sized businesses in Bigbury which will
all have a carbon footprint, contributing
to our ‘parish footprint’. Most of our
businesses are very carbon savvy and
are not only measuring their footprints
but are proactively developing systems
to reduce their emissions. How can we
support local businesses which are investing
in carbon footprint reductions?
We have over 1,000 hectares of farm land
owned by a small number of resilient
farmers. The permanent pastures, miles
and miles of hedgerows and woodlands
which they manage are all contributing

CHAIR - Farhana Yarmin
I am a lawyer, academic & strategist
and have worked on climate change for
30years. I am currently working for a
group of foundations funding climate
justice work /grassroots activists that
are looking to increase their funding for
climate work and am also Director of
a new charity called Impatience Earth
trying to raise £100m for climate work.
I gave a keynote to a funders network
last month which has just come out as a
blog in case you want to know a bit more
about this part of my work. I think local
action is critical to making the bigger
changes we want happen everywhere.
TREASURER
Johnathon Marshall
“For over 25 years my wife Jen and I,
our kids, Tom, Rosie and Edward have
enjoyed learning to surf, to build sea
defences against the rising tide, to the
(cont page 18)
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ST LAWRENCE MATTERS
As we continue through what is passing
for summer, at St Lawrence the pace
of activity is increasing. In our Sunday
services a pattern has been established
with no singing Covid compliant services
inside the church but with the final hymn
sung outside in the churchyard – weaning
us back into hymn singing in anticipation
of the lifting of restrictions, hopefully by
the time you read this.
On the material side, work has started
on rebuilding the leaning pillar of the
churchyard entrance. This long-anticipated
project is being funded by the Friends of
St Lawrence with the help of the Parish
Council and is the herald of the work on

the church tower which is due to start
in the Autumn. To that end contractors
are submitting tenders, having visited the
site with the Church Architect, whose
services, of course, we pay for.
Unfortunately, we have just learned that
our Heritage Lottery Fund application
has been unsuccessful. I think this is
due to the HLF changing its priorities
because of the Covid epidemic, in part
to favour projects which have suffered
financially because of enforced closure
and lack of visitor income. I would like
to thank, however, all those who have
given up their time to help me get the bid
together. This will not stop the project

starting in September but will limit the
extent of the work which can be carried
out. We will know more once the tenders
for the work have been submitted.
This neatly leads to fundraising which is
ongoing. The £50K Challenge is still on,
please dig deep and make Jill and me do
the same! Please read Jill’s notes and help
us meet our target!
Please do contact church warden Bryan
Carson (810296) or me if you have any
queries or help to offer with the project.
Many thanks and until the next time

Vic Gubbins 01548 810651
vic.gubbins@homecall.co.uk

The ‘inSPIREd apPEAL’
for the Restoration of the Tower and Bells at St Lawrence!
Our efforts continue to raise sufficient
funds to start the long overdue
restoration work on the Tower & Bells
of St Lawrence- with YOUR help this
autumn! Thanks are very much due to
Jan Davies, whose family tree research
has resulted in an additional £120 being
raised, and to Henry Wainwright, for a
further £375 from sales of Bigbury Past
& Present. I wish to thank Charlotte, the
Wainwright’s daughter, who bound the
original hardback version but has now
stepped back from production; Henry has
recreated the book in paperback version,
a bargain at £7, available in local outlets!
These make ideal gifts!
Venus Company continues with its
generous support, the ‘5p per cup of
tea’ sponsorship produced a donation of
£501.60 for the 2nd quarter of 2021 – do
please continue to visit any of the Venus
outlets.

The Baroque Jazz and BBQ on 17th July
raised £574, a lovely plus to a delightful
time in the sunshine at Long Easton,
listening to two highly talented and
innovative young musicians, and enjoying
burgers from Andrew Fish of Challon’s
Combe Farm. A report on the Gospel
Jazz fundraiser on 31st July will be in the
next News. There is one more musical
event remaining this summer in aid of the
fund, the Jazz Cocktails Band afternoon
at Long Easton on Saturday 7th August,
come and support this joyful toe-tapping
occasion! Advance purchase is necessary,
please contact Louise Wainwright.
THE major summer fundraiser is the
£50K CHALLENGE! VIC & I ARE
OFFERING UP TO £50,000 OF OUR
MONEY TO MATCH POUND FOR
POUND YOUR DONATIONS TO
THE FUND. Through June to late July
donations ranging from £20 to £10,000,

from holiday visitors & community
residents, have contributed £17,865,
which we will match. However, the
Challenge runs until the end of August,
and it would be great to see that
donations total reach £50,000 and push
us to our limit! We feel positive that it
can be achieved! The potential £100,000
raised would see the works get under way
to keep St Lawrence, our beautiful and
precious grade 2* listed church at the
heart of our community, in good order,
for present and future generations of
residents and visitors to appreciate – let’s
get this done and allow the bells to ring
again!
A form with details on how to contribute
is in this News and at

www.bigburynews.com/church.
THANK YOU SO MUCH!
Jill Gubbins 01548 810651
jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk

Appeal co-ordinator: Jill Gubbins, (01548 810651 / jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk / 07745 990270) Please complete the form
below, for cheque or bank transfer gifts. Please Gift Aid your donation if possible, (your postcode is necessary). THANK YOU !

I enclose a cheque for £__________ payable to St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Account, or
I have transferred £__________ with my name as reference, into the fund above.
Title: St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Sort Code: 30-98-97 Account No. 87437468 or
BIC: LOYDGB21031 or IBAN: GB89 LOYD 3098 9787 4374 68
GIFT AID DECLARATION: I should like St Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, to reclaim tax on all
donations I make now or at a later date. I understand that I must pay an amount of UK income or
capital gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed.
Signature:
Date:
PRINT Name:
Tel or email contact:
Address:
Post code:
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THANK YOU ! Please return this slip to The Church Treasurer, c/o Jill Gubbins, Sea Cove, 2 Folly
Hill, Bigbury on Sea, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AR. Please tick here …. for us to acknowledge receipt of
gift.

LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
Aveton Gifford
11.00 am

Bigbury
11.00 am

Kingston
9.30 am

Modbury
9.30 am

Ringmore
9.30 am

August 1st

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

August 8th

Communion

Sunday Worship

All Age Service

Village Service

August 15th

Lay Led Service

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

August 22nd

Communion

Evening Prayer
(6 pm)

Village Service

Sunday Worship

Communion

Communion

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

All Age Service
---------------------Choral Evensong
(6 pm)

Communion

Communion

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

Communion

August 29th
September 5th

Team
Communion
(10.30 am)
Songs of Praise
(4.30 pm)

Sunday Worship
& Baptism
(10.30 am)
Communion
(11 am)

September 12th

Communion

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

September 19th

Harvest
Communion

Sunday Worship

Communion
(11 am)

September 26th

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

‘FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE’
Last summer we had to cancel all weddings due to the pandemic. This summer we are catching up. It has been good to
hear wedding bells ring out again, to see brides walk up aisles and even to clear up confetti from church paths!
One of the recent changes made to the registration of weddings has been the replacement of the physical marriage
resisters with an electronic system. Couples can now apply for their wedding certificate online. It has made things
easier to organise but it is sad to see the closing of the green marriage registers, as they contain so much local history.
Weddings are highlights in the diary and in Christian thinking they are a trailer for an even more wonderful event. In the
wedding service in every Church of England parish these words are read out:
‘They shall be united with one another in heart, body and mind,
as Christ is united with his bride the church.’
In the Bible, marriage points us to the relationship between the Lord Jesus and his people, the church. At the end of the
Christian Scriptures we are given a picture of the greatest wedding feast ever, as Jesus comes to be reunited with his
bride, the church.
All the joy, laughter, fun and delight at weddings are a little trailer, I believe, of the return of the Lord Jesus to be with his
people. So this year as you attend weddings, hear bells rung or see wedding cars pass you in the street, you are seeing
the trailer for the ultimate blockbuster. Whether you long to be married, are happy and content in your marriage or wish
your marriage could change, all of us are invited into the greatest relationship-- the Lord Jesus and his people, the
church. The key is to RSVP.
Matt Rowland: Vicar
Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday)
Readers: Joyce Howitt (07929 117397), Michael Tagent (810520)
Website: www.modburyteam.org
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FRIENDS of ST LAWRENCE
“The work to remove the leaning North Pillar and rebuild
it in the vertical (after strengthening the foundations) will
be paid for by The Friends of St Lawrence, supported by a
generous £5000 grant from the Parish Council. It includes
sandblasting and repainting the gates, to provide a new
and welcoming Church Entrance, enhanced by the new
Noticeboard erected by The Friends last year.”

Peter Cook

8

ST LAWRENCE CHURCH CPRE CHURCHYARD COMPETITION
www.cpredevon.org.uk/competitions/devons-best-churchyard-competition/
An essential part of the various
applications to grant providers, for
funds to restore the tower and bells of
St Lawrence, has been demonstrating
that a) the community is in support of
the church in this project and b) that if
funds were awarded, activities would be
included to attract as wide a community
participation as possible in the project. As
a result of the coronavirus pandemic and
its effects on the population and general
life, all grant providers, particularly the
Heritage Lottery Fund, have placed a
strong emphasis on activities that help
improve and maintain the physical
and mental health of the community
and improve and maintain the physical
environment and biodiversity of the
church and its surroundings.
A working party have produced a plan
to improve the graveyard to involve
the community and so raise awareness
and use of the church and graveyard,
important for the church’s future and for
grant applications to win approval. The
PCC considered and approved the plan at
a meeting in March. The plan is to enter
the Council for the Protection of Rural
England’s (CPRE) annual competition
for the country’s best kept graveyards in
2022 to motivate action!
The aim is to keep its peace, charm,
and natural beauty, so that anyone can
appreciate this beautiful haven. The
elements that need addressing in the
churchyard fall into these rough areas:
TOTAL PLEDGED GRANTS

£27,450
For Restoration of St Lawrence
Devon Historic
Churches Trust

£4000

Pilgrim Trust		

£1800

Wolfson Foundation

£5000

Garfield Weston Foundation £10000
Sharpe Trust		
Devon Church
Bells Restoration Fund

£400
£6250

Ed: Bigbury owes a great debt of gratitude
to Vic Gubbins who has beavered very hard
on his own, to get these pledges of funding
to help the restoration works. Some of
the funds promised have ‘provisos’ so it
remains important to achieve the Heritage
Lottery Fund bid and to match fund with
local donations. Please keep supporting the
Events and helping the £50k Challenge.

improving the variety of plants, which
will beautify the site, provide flowers
and foliage people could use in church
displays and on memorials, draw in
wildlife and people; providing more
seating, so people can more easily
spend time there, for contemplation and
wellbeing; physically tidying neglected
areas & highlighting respect for and
importance of the heritage, graves and
environment. The site already has a
range of lovely Spring flowers, which
can be used to extend planting, but there
are many unsightly, overgrown areas
which lead to building damage. There is
currently only one bench on site and the
area behind the tower with the water butt
is messy and poorly used. By involving
regular working groups to tackle the tasks
identified, it would be hoped to minimise
costs and maximise on gifts of plants,
materials and labour.
It must be emphasised that there is no
intention of changing the grass between
the graves, it is recognised that being
able to strim the grass during the year
is important in many families’ view.
Individual graves will not be touched.
There are some headstones, long
separated from their graves, currently
propped ‘hidden’ around the south
and west sides of the church, which
with relocation to the north end of the
building would be better respected.
There is also no intention of creating
a wildflower meadow area in the
graveyard, there is not space; some of
the abundant primroses, daffodils, daisies
etc that already pop up at times will be
relocated to peripheral spots, and a small
area for cut flowers created. The ivy
which is particularly rampant over the
front graveyard wall and sexton hut needs
to be carefully removed as far as possible,
to avoid damage to the stone walls and
to encourage other types of plants, less
destructive and more nature friendly!
The tumbled down wall on the boundary
with John Cullen’s field is to be rebuilt
(hopefully as part of community
dry-stone wall workshops!), and a
dry-stone wall expert, Don Gaskins,
has already started to help with a
few volunteers to clear the area and
prepare the foundations. His help and
expertise are warmly welcomed. In an
earlier anonymous questionnaire 58
people said they would be interested
in learning traditional heritage skills
such as dry-stone walling and working
with lime mortar. If you were one such
person, please let Vic Gubbins, 810651,
have your name for contact when the
workshops are ready to start, without
obligation on your part now.

There is an area in the far corner of the
churchyard along from the fallen wall
which is extremely overgrown; local
farmers have volunteered to carefully
clear this area, so that a new access seen
from Bowls Cross can be opened, and
a spot to sit and enjoy the views and
tranquility site created.
As autumn approaches now is the time
to start on this work! If you would like
to be involved in this project, or have
queries or ideas, please contact Louise,
810991; Angie, 810296; Jill, 810651.
Any time you can offer, whether one off
or more regular, will be very welcome
and we look forward to hearing from you!

Jill Gubbins

Above: Churchwarden, Bryan Carson,
discussing the restoration of the leaning pillar
and gates with the Gates Team (Chris Lane,
Rodney and Matthew, Gordon Case, Stuart
Marshall, John Cullen and Bob Smith
Below: The Dry Stone Wall Team:
Don Gaskins, Vic Gubbins and Henry
Wainwright. The Farmers Corner Team, Stuart
Marshall and Andrew Fish (also John Cullen
not pictured) with Vic, Jill and Bryan.
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KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
KEEPS SWINGING
Many Bigbury News Readers have enjoyed the outdoor
live music in a garden in Bigbury during this summer and
last summer, when indoor music was not possible. The
Organisers and Bands are very grateful for the support
of regular attendees and to those who came along to dip
their toes into live music. Having a real audience outside
in a very safe environment brought a wave of positive
vibes for all involved. Thanks are also due to neighbours
who also heard the music in their gardens and enjoyed
it with us. We hope more of you will JOIN Kingsbridge
Jazz Club. Contact Louise to find out how to join KJC.
The Kingsbridge Jazz Club Committee encouraged these
events in order to keep live music going throughout the
months and months when the government would not
allow indoor events. Some of our Performers had not
had a live gig for nearly a year. It was wonderful.

Pete Canter Quartet performing in July for
The Upside Down Jazz Cellar

INDOOR JAZZ
There are two more live gigs outdoors in August (see
Events List below) before Kingsbridge Jazz Club puts on
its first indoor event at the Fisherman’s Rest on Tuesday
7th September. The Riviera Ramblers are leading the
way back into ‘Normal’ and have agreed to perform for
whatever the ticket sales produce. Our grateful thanks
for this kind gesture. If all goes well then the Committee
will discuss further events with Mark and Athenea. We
hope you will support this event.
For those jazz aficionados who have been to jazz inside
at the Fisherman’s in the past - things will have to be
different this time. Mark and Athenea have agreed to
host a pilot indoor gig in the downstairs bar cellar for
a maximum of 30 people. There will be no ticket sales
‘on the door’ to avoid the problem of having too many
people attending. Please can anyone wishing to attend,
reserve a ticket in advance by contacting Louise. Tickets
will be allocated on a first come first served basis. Ticket
price will need to be £15 for Members and £17 for nonMembers. There will be a bar open at the gig (it’s a pub
after all!) but there will not be an Early Birds meal offer
as in the past.

Above: After participating in BBC Young Musician 2020 category
finals, and virtual collaboration during the March 2020 lockdown,
Eliza Haskins and Toril Azzalini-Machecler again join forces to
bring a varied programme of music from Baroque to Contemporary,
including some of their own arrangements of jazz and folk music..

Anyone reserving a ticket will be given full instructions
about the arrangements which will take into account any
government guidelines at the time.

They played to a full audience of 60 people who enjoyed a BBQ
(Below) sponsored by Andrew Fish (Challonscombe Organics).
The event raised £450 for the Tower & Bells Fund.

Keep live music - alive by joining in.

Louise Wainwright
louise.wainwright56@gmail.com 01548 810991

UPCOMING GIGS
SAT 7th AUGUST
Jazz Cocktails Band + Cocktails & Canapes
2 – 5 p.m. £20. OUTDOORS
in BIGBURY

SUN 29th AUGUST
Annika Jazz
2 – 5 p.m. £15 OUTDOORS
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in BIGBURY

TUES 7th SEPTEMBER
Riviera Ramblers (Advance Reservations ONLY)
INDOORS (Max 30 pax) - £15
Fisherman’s Rest, Aveton Gifford.
6.30pm doors open; 7.00 pm Music starts.

NINETEENTH HOLE
Bigbury Golf Course is in great
condition and members are so much
enjoying playing on it. The course also
continues to be popular with visiting
golfers who are also appreciating its
great condition. Our Green Keepers
took full advantage of the weeks of
lockdown to ensure the course was in
splendid condition when the golfers were
able to play on it again.
It was a sunny Sunday for junior
member George Inch on his 13th
Birthday. It also proved to be a super
Birthday as, with his Grandad, Eddie,
he had entered the Oakleigh Memorial
Four Ball Better Ball Medal competition,
and their excellent score of Nett 60
netted them the Trophy. George had
received a new driver for his birthday
and certainly enjoyed the present,
especially when making a birdie on the
first hole, followed by another birdie two
on the par 3 fifth hole. Eddie described
walking off the 18th green with his arm
around his grandson as a champagne
moment; also that they had both enjoyed
a very special and memorable day.
Bigbury is pleased to have many families
as members of the club, and golf is a
sport where all ages, males and females,
can enjoy playing competitively.
The Men’s and Ladies sections are
enjoying a packed summer programme
with Individual County Competitions,
County Team Leagues and Bigbury
Board/Trophy weekly competitions.
The Coronation Trophies are much
coveted. The Ladies Trophy won in style
by Dot Kenneth, this year’s Captain,
who was absolutely thrilled. Harry

Kerswell, the Club’s President won the
Gent’s Trophy by an amazing six shots;
Harry was also delighted with his win.
The Ladies and Gents League Teams are
enjoying playing competitive games this
year, and both are having mixed results.
These matches are always competitive
and are played in good spirit from all
teams. Afterwards the players enjoy a
meal together and often talk about the “if
only” moments which happened during
their games.
The Seniors are continuing to enjoy their
busy season, and they are also having
mixed results. The Emerton Court Team,
being captained by the Bigbury Seniors
Vice Captain, John Cook, enjoyed a
home win against Dawlish Warren, but
have since been knocked out following
a loss to Boringdon Golf Club. The
matches have been played with wonderful Photo: George Inch with his Grandad, Eddie,
Four Ball Better Ball Medal competition winners.
sportsmanship from all teams.
The Seniors Captain, Mike Heath,
recently took a team to Stover and,
although the weather was appalling,
the stalwart players went ahead with
the match. Once again, there was great
comradeship and sportsmanship from
both sides. Stover won 3.5 to 2.5 which
exactly mirrored the result between the
teams at Bigbury. So, overall, a very
satisfying 6-6 draw.
Players from the Club have been joining
in with Friendly matches on both home
and away courses. These are most
enjoyable, with no pressure as playing is
as important as winning!

Marlene Johnson

Bigbury Net Zero Committee would
like to thanks - Jason Pheasant (GM)
and Board Members, David Hall and
Joe Bastone for supporting Bigbury
Net Zero with their senior level action
to review the carbon foot print of the
golf club.
The Golf Club sponsored the design
of the new Bigbury Net Zero logo and
will be hosting a BNZ ‘Food Event’
later in the year.
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(Lower Car Park, Bigbury On Sea)

Stunning views, delicious food,
bean coffees, home made cakes.
Our dining area is available for
parties & private hire.
See our website www.lovingthebeach.co.uk
for opening times and full menus.
Café: 01548 810141
Watersports: 01548 810535

s
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BIGBURY TEA GARDEN
Takeaway. Service
Wed to Sun 11am – 5pm.
Coffees, teas, hot chocolates, fresh
homemade cakes and soups
Friday Takeaway Meal
delivered to pick up points in the
surrounding villages.
See Bigbury Drums for menu.
The Big Bakery on Sundays fresh
croissants and pastries.
Orders 07910 076382
Whats App or text.

Dear Fellow Coasters,
Bringing in the sheaves already? How
quick has this year been? August finds
us free from the shackles - almost - of
the biggest thing in our time. Compared
to the spectre of Covid, Spanish Flu
looks like a Red Cross Volunteer but
we’ve knocked it on the head, as they
say. The virus is still rife in various
corners of the globe but a corner here
has been turned so maybe we can get
back to something akin to normalcy
now. It’s the variants of course. To my
generation, a variant was a Volkswagen
car....

So, gone is social distancing, compulsory
limits on social gatherings and muffled
speech behind masks. One couldn’t hear
what people were saying. As a part timer
at the branch of Waterstone’s Books in
Plymouth, my friend Kitty Pontefract
had a bewildering time of it. She was
hard of hearing too, which didn’t help.
There she would be: up the ladder in the
bookshop, looking for “Lady Chatterley’s
Lever”; “Bleak Mouse”; “Less Of The
D’Urbervilles”; “Schindler’s Lift”;
“A Christmas Carrot”; “Dr Trivago”;
“Lard Of The Flies” and “Brighton
Frock”(Although it wasn’t “Frock” Ed.
Just use your imagination. Too rude for
inclusion in these dignified pages).
It’s lovely to know some semblance of
sanity has returned after such a long gap.
Dear locals. The island still awaits your
patronage. Proud to have weathered
yet another figurative storm. All the

menacing months we’ve been through
put me in mind of a young jackanapes
we had visiting us in 1818. Fresh from
his frolicking with the Shelleys and
his Italian girlfriend on the shores of
Lake Geneva, young mad George, Lord
Byron, the poet, came for a weekend.
Well! I’ll never forget it. A real Russell
Brand type: dark; good looking; moody;
pale and if he wasn’t doing stuff, then
the nose on my face isn’t what it used
to be. Just the type to bring a guitar out
at a party. Brought up in Aberdeen but
then inheriting Newstead Abbey ( and
his father’s debts) which he renamed
“Bangalore”. He was a gambler of
course - it takes an inveterate one to
know one - and so followed a wild
weekend on Burgh. I didn’t know
where to look! He was always better at
roulette than me although I did try: I
could hear the croupier groaning. My
stakes were always swept away. I bore
my losses well.
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BEACH BANTER
OUR SURF INSTRUCTORS
We are super busy at Discovery this season.
and thought that you would like to
meet some of our amazing team of surf
instructors. Take a look at our website to
meet the full team.
All of our instructors hold ASI
qualifications and DBS certificates, as
well as being trained beach lifeguards with
SLSGB.

Bigbury Net Zero Committee would
like to thank - Katie Smith & The
Wave Project for supporting Bigbury
Net Zero and co-branding the summer
Beach Cleans at Bigbury.
Spread the word!

Annika & Martin Connolly
& The Discovery Team
www.discoverysurf.com

HARRY H
Harry has represented GB in
swimming and surfing, Harry
represented GB again in Feb
2013 at the World Deaf surfing
championship in Hawaii, where
he placed an outstanding second
in the world. A stand out surfer
at Bantham. Harry is a natural
for our special needs/Autism surf
sessions.

KATE
Kate Lindeque graduated from
Surf Club shredder to Discovery
Surf Coach and now has done a
whole season. Kate has become
a very popular and talented
instructor, and can often be seen
gracefully surfing the superbank.
Currently also studying for her A
Levels.

NEW GEAR @ THE BEACH SHOP
Jamie and Ellie are pleased to offer locally
made chilled wines from Calloncombe
Estate in Modbury as well as several local
boutique gins.
Moving forward, they would like to promote
even more locally made, sustainably
produced products. Local photographers
and artists already sell their creations at the
Beach Shop, which is now open most days
10.00 am to 4.30 pm.
In the chilled cabinet you will find various
picnic food items, whilst on the other shelves
are a range of ecological beauty products
from soaps to toothpicks and sustainable
cotton casual clothes !
The Beach Shop seems a convenient local
shop where you can find some really nice
presents (for yourself) or your loved ones.
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www.waveproject.co.uk
It’s been another fantastic term for the
Wave Project. In South Devon ran 6
courses and used the end of our CIN
funding making sure those we missed
last year because of COVID got in
the water. We’ve seen some incredible
transformations and from young people
who have struggled to get in the car at
week one to be running down the beach
and not wanting to leave by week 6.
Check our website for more information
on our:
Six Week Surf School where young
people are referred in by health
professionals working with them
Surf Club for our Surf School garduates
who want w to continue with The Wave
Project.
Wave Rangers - a youth volunteering
program for 10-20. taking referrals from
health professionals for vulnerable young
people who would benefit from spending
time outside, volunteering within
the local community, supporting the
environment, discovering and exploring
new places
Please join our membership program
from £3 a month to allow us to continue
the work we have been doing in South
Devon for the last 6 years.

Katie Smith
Wave Project Coordinator (S. Devon)
& Committee Member Bigbury Net Zero
katies@waveproject.co.uk
07376 319281

Bigbury Net Zero Committee would
like to thank - Michael Smith & the
Bigbury Team for supporting Bigbury
Net Zero and hosting our meetings at
the Venus Cafe.

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island and Discovery Surf. Thank you.

BEACH BANTER
Mc Bars Jars (continued from p11)
BEACH CLEANS at BIGBURY

SUNDAY 15th August 16.30

The Wave Project has created events so
people can sign up online for the Surfers
Against Sewage Beach Clean Organised
by The Wave Project and Bigbury Net
Zero

https://fb.me/e/GIWz1W7Z SUNDAY, 15 AUGUST 2021 FROM
16:30 UTC+01-17:30 UTC+01

More information in Bigbury Drums
to follow. If you need a BEACH
WHEELCHAIR - contact Katie

https://fb.me/e/YJxHaQJX - SUNDAY,
26 SEPTEMBER 2021 FROM 15:00
UTC+01-16:00 UTC+01

SUNDAY 26 September 15.00

I’d stack it all on red, win a little in the
middle dozen then lose it again. I backed
manque 6 times and lost it. I had a
terrific run on 31 and 34 but my stakes
were always at the bottom of the cloth
again. Blooming red 5 again. George
would always trump me.
His great, great, great maternal
Grandfather - the 7th Duke of
Wendleshire - was the same. Then he’d
go and make hell for the staff and have
a lunch of 10 pheasants, a few roast
chickens, half a side of pork washed
down with liberal doses of claret and
port. He died at 24.
Personally, I’m happy with my lunch
today at Creek’s End in Kingsbridge:
a succulent squab marinated in exotic
spices and rose liqueur and dressed in a
quite improbable sauce.
To complement it, I would recommend
my Burgh Breeze, which can be done in
a tall glass containing some ice:
50ml Vodka;
20ml Apple Juice;
20ml Cranberry Juice and
a dash of Elderflower cordial.

RNLI
The RNLI charity saves lives at sea.
Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search
and rescue service around the United
Kingdom and Republic of Ireland coasts.
The RNLI operates over 238 lifeboat
stations in the UK and Ireland and, in
a normal year, more than 240 lifeguard
units on beaches around the UK and
Channel Islands.
The RNLI is independent of Coastguard
and government and depends on
voluntary donations and legacies to
maintain its rescue service. Since the
RNLI was founded in 1824, its lifeboat
crews and lifeguards have saved over
142,700 lives.

Ideal for these balmy summer days we’re
There have been several incidents at the
having. Garnish to taste.
beach in Bigbury. One incident took place
in July at Sedgewell Cove around midday Mind you, it’s worrying. I’m a strictly
during a spring low tide.
principled man but after a couple of
those drinks, I have the most disturbing
RNLI lifeguard, Ivan Burton, spotted
ideas. Turpitude.
two body boarders struggling to return
to shore and were caught in a strong rip
Last week, a most practical scheme for
current. They had entered the water from robbing a Securicor van came into my
the causeway and were quickly swept off
head. It just came. I wasn’t even thinking
their feet. The backwash was causing 2m
about it. Most worrying. I got myself
dumping waves to form and crash onto
involved in a jewel heist - again. I had
the rocks. A quick response by lifeguards, only managed to keep out of the Sneezer
Ivan Burton and Seb Dickens resulted in
by a series of lucky chances but they
both casualties saved and safely returned
had me this time. Even Punchy “The
to shore on rescue boards.
Duke” Paterson couldn’t bribe the rozzers
this time. Me? In Dutch? A legitimate
businessman such as myself ?
www.rnli.org

DANGER SIGNS
Wave heights between 6-9 feet coupled with strong south westerly winds. These
conditions, alongside large spring tides, can result in a dangerous sea state and
increase the risk of strong rip currents. If you find yourself caught in a rip current,
follow this advice:

•
•
•
•

Don’t try to swim against it, you will quickly get exhausted
If you can stand, wade don’t swim.
Swim parallel to the shore until free of the rip and then head for shore
Always raise your hand and shout for help.

Don’t forget where you heard it first.
Until we meet again.
McBarr xx

PS
Hope to see you at the
Jazz Cocktail do on
7th August
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BIGBURY GARDENERS
Extract from The Guardian (2 Apr ‘21)
Peat bogs store huge amounts of carbon
and must be retained to help tackle the
climate crisis.
UK peatlands hold more than 3bn tonnes
of carbon, three times more than UK
woodlands, but only about 20% remain in
a near natural state. As well as extraction,
draining of the bogs and fens for farming
and forestry, overgrazing, and burning of
heather on grouse shooting estates have
damaged peatlands.
Peatlands grow by the slow buildup of
plant material in waterlogged landscapes.
Their degradation means they are losing
more carbon than they are gaining.
In 2011, the government set voluntary
targets to end sales of peat-based
compost for domestic use by 2020.

This has been an abject failure,” said a
protest letter to the government signed
by the TV gardeners Alan Titchmarsh,
Kate Bradbury and James Wong, the
conservationist Isabella Tree and dozens
of others. “If the government wants to
show global leadership on the climate
crisis before it hosts the Cop26 climate
conference, this is a vital step.”
In November the gardener Monty Don
called peat in compost “environmental
vandalism” and joined the National
Trust, the Royal Horticultural Society
and other groups in calling for a ban.
The government’s voluntary target for
the horticulture sector was to end sales to
gardeners by 2020 and to end professional
use of peat – for example, in plant
growing – by 2030.
A spokesperson for the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Avon Mill
Super Garden Centre, Café & Shops
Open 7 Days • Dogs Welcome
Parking • Woodland Walks

said: “We are committed to phasing out
the use of peat in horticulture in England
by 2030 and we urge all gardeners to play
their part and only use peat-free products.
We will consider further measures to end
the use of peat, and will be consulting on
these measures this year.”
She said there had been a 25% decrease
in peat sold from 2011 to 2019. More
than 2m cubic metres of peat were used
in 2019.
The Wildlife Trusts survey received
responses from 11 of the 20 retailers
contacted. Only two declared an enddate for peat sales: Travis Perkins in 2021
and Wickes by 2025. B&Q and the Blue
Diamond group of garden centres said
they were committed to phasing out peat
but gave no date.
Asda, Lidl and others said they had
targets to reduce peat sales but not yet
to end them. Wyvale Garden Centres,
Morrisons and Sainsbury’s were among
those that had not responded to the
survey by the time of publication. End.

PEAT- FREE COMPOST
@AVON MILL
New Horizon Peat Free Compost
50 L for £7.99.

COCO BOOST
‘Coco & Coir’ product called in 3 sizes
which is compacted into a block easy
to handle and puffs up when
re-hydrated.

PLASTIC PLANT POTS
Thanks to Cheryl at Avon Mill for this
information. If you have anything more to tell us
about ‘black plant pots’ - please get in touch.
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Loddiswell • Kingsbridge • TQ7 4DD

01548 550338

“Coloured plant pots, which most of
our suppliers now use, can be recycled
with your kerbside SHDC recycling.
The black pots are a problem - we can’t
recycle these -though I think you can take
them to Torr Quarry (though the website
is a little unclear, I was thinking they
would go under bulky/rigid plastics....but
that says not plant trays and only large
pots?) The sooner we move away from
using the black pots the better. Looking
around the plant area we are almost
there!” Cheryl

FARM GATE
The parish of Bigbury occupies over
1,000 hectares, much of which is
farmland, owned and managed by a
few local families who have farmed for
generations. The stunning landscape
which they manage is one of the
important reasons why many of us came
to live in Bigbury (which is not just a
Beach!). Our green and pleasant land has
a story to tell. Here it is.
Small scale British farmers (less than 200
acres) should be the backbone of British
food security because they can offer us
a vital opportunity for climate change
mitigation, they produce better quality
food and their animals are healthier. But
politics, economics and ignorance have
conspired to ensure they are marginalized
and the benefits of their production

BIGBURY’S ANNUAL GARDEN PRODUCE SHOW
Sunday September 5th 2021 in the Memorial Hall
BLOOMING WILD BIGBURY
Class A Fruit and Vegetables
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Number in display
Number in display
Beetroots, tops trimmed to 7cms
3
10. Leeks
3
Carrots, tops trimmed to 7cms
3
11. Squash
2
Courgettes (any colour)
3
12. Peppers (any colour)
2
Runner beans
3
13. Tomatoes
5
Other beans
3
14. Apples (dessert)
3
Onions, white; trimmed and tied
3
15. Apples (cooking)
3
Onions, red; trimmed and tied
3
16.Other vegetable of your choice
3
Cucumbers
2
17. Other fruit of your choice
3
Potatoes
5

B Flowers (to be presented in a vase unless otherwise stated)
1. A basket of wild flowers from the garden
3. Vase of garden flowers of your choice.

2. One individual rose
4. Three identical flowers

C Miscellaneous

1. Largest marrow
2. Longest runner bean
3. Heaviest onion
4. Most unusual shaped fruit
5. Most unusual shaped vegetable
6. Tallest sunflower (sunflower itself or a photo showing plant and height)
7. A limerick with a Blooming Wild theme.
8. A Blooming Wild Bigbury themed picture
9. A Blooming Wild decorated egg (children only).
10. A cupcake with a Blooming Wild decoration.

systems have been wrongly ridiculed as
naive, outdated and unable to feed the
rising populations of the world. This is
simply not true. Whilst life is complex
and no single action will prevent climate
catastrophe - one thing is true -

Pasture fed food production has the
power to sequester sufficient carbon
to reverse the rate of the climate
change which will eventually
lead to our Extinction if it’s not
thwarted by 2030.
It is very difficult to get hold of grassfed meat and dairy products nationally.
But we are lucky enough to have local
suppliers in Bigbury. The rest of British
farmers should be supported financially
to convert to this system of production
and as consumers we need to play our
part by creating demand.
Small scale family farms are more likely
to re-adopt pasture-fed food systems and
grass leys which sequester enough carbon
to off set any methane gas emissions
from the animals or dairy products they
produce. This type of farming does not
plough up fields every year to replant
annual arable crops - releasing huge
amounts of carbon into the atmosphere.
Nor does it rely on high input nitrogen
fertilisers or intensive use of heavy
machinery reliant on fossil fuels. Nor
does it rely on excessive use of fungicides
and insecticides to combat the pests and
diseases which are attracted by the fast
lush growth of arable corps.
continued on page 19
BIGBURY’S ANNUAL

PRODUCE SHOW 2021
THIS YEAR’S THEME WILL BE

Blooming Wild
SUNDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2021
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

All fresh produce must be grown in the Parish of Bigbury
N.B. Bring your exhibits to the Hall on 5th September from 10 .00– 11.00 a.m. Only one exhibit
per person in each class. Cost will be 50p per exhibit up to a maximum of £3 per person for any
number of exhibits.
The judges will do their work from 11.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.; viewing of exhibits and refreshments
will be available from 2.30pm.
PRESENTATION OF PRIZES WILL BE AT 3pm
JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL
Any queries to Angie Bond (811131) or Sally Watts (810373)
SEE ‘BIGBURY NEWS’ FOR FURTHER DETAILS…

Meanwhile… start blooming planting!
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BIGBURY NET ZERO
(Cont from page 5)
early evening BBQ’s on the beach (tide
dependent!) as the sun sets. Jen and I
made the commitment back in 2016 to
buy a home in the village so our family
could enjoy more time in Bigbury.
I am passionate about the role Bigbury
Net Zero will make to balancing
preserving and enhancing our local
environment and community for many
generations to come. I believe activating
local communities to take small steps will
be one of our most powerful tools as we
all work together to address our carbon
challenge.
Professionally, I am a Partner with
PwC, where I support a range of clients
address there most pressing supply chain
and operational challenges, these are
increasingly focusing on their response
to environmental, social and governance
needs that dominate the global agenda.
I look forward to bringing these skills
and my insights to the Committee, to
learn from others committed to a Net
Zero Agenda, so we can make a genuine
difference in our Community.”
SECRETARY Louise Wainwright
Before I retired, Henry and I ran a
business in Kenya - Real PM Kenya,
which pioneered the mass production,
registration and use of beneficial insects
and microbes for crop protection.
We were able to halve the amount
of chemical pesticides used by our
customers. Our products were registered
for use in many countries on crops as
diverse as rice and roses. In collaboration
with UK farmer/investors we are still
actively involved in financing the use of
these Kenyan products in the EU, UK
and beyond.
As horticulturists by training, we
both have a deep understanding and
respect for the environment and are
committed to doing everything possible
to support those who understand the
urgency of reducing carbon emissions.
I am passionate about the strength of
small communities and their ability to
demonstrate to governments that a lot of
small actions can tip the scales in favour
of Life on Earth.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Katie Smith
I’m Katie I’m very fortunate to rent in
Bigbury-on-Sea. I work for The Wave
Project and within that role organise
community inclusive beach cleans. My
background: I studied Geography and

have worked in Conservation and Sport.
When buying a new car last year I found
their where no electric charge points in
Bigbury-on-Sea so had to go for a self
charging hybrid be great to get some
public charge points in to make going
battery powered easy for all and keep the
beach accessible. Dreaming: improved
links to Devon cycle networks keeping
lanes clear and cyclists safe.

Michael Smith
Raised in Dartmouth my wife & I have
been Bigbury lovers all our lives. When
the opportunity arose to open at Bigbury
on 22 years ago we jumped at the chance.
This was when the Old Tom Crocker
building was still a shambles.
Our Venus Mission is to ‘Be the greenest
Café operator’. Sustainability lies at the
heart of what we do and this has been
recognised with 2 Queen’s Awards for
Sustainable Development and numerous
regional & national environmental
awards. Our passion is to have a long
lasting influence and to reduce the
negative impacts we have as a business.
We hope we can be a bit of a role model
on how to be sustainable environmentally
while maintaining a profitable business
model. We still have much to learn and
want to share our passion with anyone
willing to listen.

Herb Heaven Devon. We have now
created a herbal tea business and loving
every minute.

www.herbheavendevon.co.uk
Pre- 2017 After years of working in the
world of marketing where I was casting
models and booking photographers, I
downed tools, moved to Brighton (well,
Hove actually) and started a whole
new chapter of the journey. Crazy….
maybe. Right decision…. absolutely.
Photography wasn’t new to me, I’d done
my apprenticeship in a previous life. It
was time to re-find Grace in my own life.
Photography, especially portraiture, is
my passion. Finding Grace for Women
lights me up from the inside. Though I
am as happy photographing the CEO of
a multinational as I am a newborn baby.
All portraiture requires empathy, patience
and the ability to build rapport quickly. I
do this from a place of Grace and seeing
the Grace in every single person who
finds themselves in front of my camera.
I also love big occasions such as
weddings and corporate events. Each
brings its own unique creative challenge.
Underpinning this is my resolve to find
Grace in even the most unlikely of
situations. Elaborate, raucous, hectic,
crazy all provide an opportunity to
find it lurking behind even the most
unsuspecting corners.

We are really looking forward to
helping to put Bigbury on Sea on the
sustainability map.
Tim Smith
I’ve been enjoying the stunning
surroundings of Bigbury for almost 40
years, having lived in Yealmpton in the
1980s and then holidaying regularly
in the South Hams with 4 generations
of my family ever since. I’m excited
to contribute to the Bigbury Net Zero
committee and help make a positive
impact for people / the planet by
ensuring the next generations are able to
enjoy the AONB in the same way that my
generation has. I’m hoping to learn from
the experienced BNZ committee and
use my experience working for brands
with a long term commitment to the
environment to positively contribute to
the group’s mission.
Lynda Kelly
I moved to South Devon in 2017, where
I continued the photography business.
There was an exciting transition about to
happen! My partner and I bought some
land, a tractor and a polytunnel. Together
we’ve created a new life growing organic
herbs and ensuring we help create
an environment that is sustainable.

www.carbonsavvy.uk/calculator/

INVITATION
Please contact the BNZ
Secretary if you would
like to join the next
Committee Meeting as an
Observer or would like
to be kept informed of
events. We will be calling
for volunteers to help with
future events
louise.wainwright56@gmail.com

Opposite (left to right) Committee Farhana Yamin, Johnathon Marshall,
Michael Smith, Louise Wainwright,
Katie Smith Observers: Kay Lynch and
Erin Lynch.(not in picture). Not present:
Tim Smith and Lynda Kelly

FARM GATE

Reduce your
carbon footprint
with a greener
heating solution.

Continued from page 17
It is widely misunderstood and believed
that all meat consumption is bad for the
climate and bad for our bodies. This is
not true. Meat produced from cheap
cereal-based animal food, rather than
grass pastures, does have a large carbon
footprint. This type of farming only
came into prominence after the World
Wars when scientists produced high yield
cereal crops and called this discovery The
Green Revolution.

LIFESTYLE RENEWABLES

This ‘evolution’ of farming practice was
energetically (and wrongly) promoted by
EU and American Agricultural Policy
through vast subsidies which eventually
gave rise to ‘cereal mountains’ and
consequently a global slump in cereal
prices. Farmers already had the large
scale machinery to handle this volume
of cereal crop and could only make
money from it by feeding this cheap food
to animals and turning it into meat for
human consumption. That’s when the
problems started.

have just opened a showroom in Totnes,
come in and speak with our friendly team
to see how you can save on energy bills
and reduce your carbon footprint.

Earn up to £11,200
over 7 years with
Renewable Heat
Incentive payments.
Only 6 months left
to start claiming!
Earn money back from
government grants

Reduce your
monthly bills

Claim your no obligation consultation today or
come and see our brand new showroom!

01803 308008

southwest@artizanlifestyle.com

Artizan Renewables, 10 Babbage Road,
Totnes TQ9 5JA

Farms got bigger, animal meat was
predominantly produced using the cereal
based system, the resulting increased
carbon emissions were no longer
balanced by the carbon sequestration
of permanent deep rooted pastures and
hedgerows because they were no longer
used. This style of cereal-meat farming
contributes significantly to climate
change and produces less nutritious but
cheap meat.
According to Graham Harvey (author of
The Carbon Fields) ...

“ Simply by buying grass-fed
foods, consumers alone could
defeat climate change - whatever
the world’s politicians decide”
Some would say that many people can
now only afford to eat cheap (cereal
based) meat products. This is not a
rational reason for not promoting the
adoption of pasture-fed meat and dairy
products because annual cereal crops are
not climate-resilient due to their poor
root systems. Permanent pasture has
deep roots which are climate resilient
and can tolerate drought and flooding.
Permanent pastures offer food security
in climate catastrophes - cereal based
systems do not.
Cereal based systems are a major cause
of climate change which will inevitably
lead to crop failures as droughts and
floods make these systems unreliable.
continued on page 20

19

Continued from page 21
In this scenario, which is potentially
not far away, food of this kind could
be in short supply and the price will
inevitably go up. They will no longer
be ‘cheap meat’. Food security could be
compromised.
Arable crops (wheat, maize, oats etc) are
annual crops which need to grow and
produce their harvest of seeds (i.e. the
crop) in just one short growing season of
a few months. Therefore they need high
inputs of fertiliser to grow that quickly.
The production of nitrogen fertiliser
is one of the most climate-damaging
products on the Planet.

The world’s use of nitrogen
fertilisers for food production could
threaten efforts to keep global
warming below 2C above
pre-industrial levels.
When nitrogen fertilisers are applied to
land much of it is not taken up by plants
and microbial action breaks it down,
releasing nitrous oxide (N20) N2O is a
long-lived greenhouse gas that is almost
300 times more potent than CO2 over
a 100-year period. It is the third-largest
contributor to climate change after CO2
and methane.
Meat production from permanent
grass and herb pastures do not need
any applications of nitrogen fertilisers
because of the leguminous (nitrogenfixing) herbs in the grass, carefully
managed stock grazing and the manure
they leave behind.
Even cereal production can be made to
capture carbon instead of releasing it.

Practices like reduced tillage and the use
of cover crops help to increase the level
of organic matter in the soil. Increased
organic matter content of soils is the
main indicator of the level of carbon
sequestration happening in the soil. The
power of organic matter in the soil to
redress a significant proportion of global
carbon emissions is not widely reported
in the press. Therefore it is not common
knowledge held by consumers who could
make more informed choices about what
type of meat and dairy products they will
buy.
It is not in the interests of large scale
agribusiness and their global input
suppliers, for consumers to appreciate
that they need to urgently increase
demand for pasture fed meat and dairy.
Large agribusinesses have replaced small
scale farms and sucked up billions of
Pounds of tax payers’ money to support
a food production system that has had a
huge negative impact on our Climate.
Small scale farmers are more likely
to have hedgerows surrounding small
fields which they could allow to grow
tall and sequester even more carbon. In
a nutshell - if even just a proportion of
the Global Farm converted to pasture
fed food production we could quickly
make sufficient changes in our carbon
footprint before 2030 - because the
fields, hedgerows and farmers already
exist.
Bigbury could be Different
We all ‘know each other’ so we should
be able to work together as a Community
acting as one to reduce our Combined
Carbon Footprint- before it’s too late
(2030) However, if farmers were able to
consider adopting a different system of
food production - they must be supported

GREAT PRIDEAUX FARM
Local Organic Beef Boxes

Delivered to your door
Tel: 01752 872 815 / 07973 427 602
j.sherrell@btinternet.com
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Great Prideaux Farm, Membland, Newton Ferrers, PL8 1HP

financially to optimise the contribution
they could make to off setting our
combined carbon footprint. Current
government subsidies are technically
flawed, slow and bureaucratic. Could
we build a carbon credit opportunity
to help our farmers? We need each
other. Food is too cheap. Supermarket
offers and ill-informed government policy
over many decades have changed the
agricultural landscape in the UK to the
detriment of the climate and biodiversity.
We need to explore what action could be
taken locally to redress this and provide
an example for others to follow.
Challon’s Combe Farm in Bigbury
is a quintessential, traditional, family
farm which raises beef, pork and lamb
on permanent grasslands. It is owned
and run by the Fish Family who sell
dairy products and meat products.
Great Prideaux Farm also uses pasture
fed systems to feed their organic beef
herd. Both of these farms advertise
in Bigbury News. Other farms in
Bigbury are either Organic or working
with the Environmental Stewardship
Scheme which directs their hedgerow
managements and rotations, amongst
other things. More in future issues of
Bigbury News about their endeavours.
John Sherrell, who owns Great Prideaux
Farm, encouraged me to read “The
Carbon Fields” written by a North
Devon Farmer and Climate Change
activist - Graham Harvey. It clarified
several important issues for me and I
have extracted some of the points for you
in this feature. I hope this helps us all
feel involved and encourages you to pick
up the phone and order some local grass
fed meat and dairy products.

Louise Wainwright

“ As a family we intuitively felt that
high input farming was not good for
the environment or our animals. We
have enjoyed the benefits of pasture
fed meat and dairy production since
2012 now. It was definitely the right
thing to do”
Mary Fish
(Challon’s Combe Organics)
“I am passionately involved, at the
local parish council level and with
farmers, in promoting pasture-fed
meat production without reliance on
grain feedstocks. It redresses carbon
emissions, is healthier for the animals
and my customers” John Sherrell
(Great Prideaux Farm)

Sailing ahead.
For customers who expect more
from their estate agent.

Challon’s Combe Farm

Local, organic, pasture-fed,
yoghurt, milk & cream
in glass (and plastic)

SOUTH HAMS’
LEADING
ESTATE AGENT

marchandpetit.co.uk

from Holywell Stores
and other local shops,
or delivered to your door.

01548 550044
challonscombeorganics@gmail.com

DARTMOUTH KINGSBRIDGE MODBURY
NEWTON FERRERS SALCOMBE
TOTNES
LETTINGS
01803 839190 01548 857588 01548 831163 01752 873311
01548 844473 01803 847979 01548 855599

PRIME WATERFRONT
& COUNTRY HOUSE
01548 855590

AVON VALLEY PROJECT
Devon Wildlife Trust

Group of landownders and volunteers
working to create wildlife corridors
and enhance biodiversity in the River
Avon Valley from Dartmoor to Burgh
Island.
DWT is promoting and providing
technical support to landowners
wanting to convert fields to species
rich permanent meadows which
are good for biodiversity and could
reverse climate change.
www.devonwildlifetrust.org/what-wedo/our-projects/avon-valley

Lynne Kenderdine
07392 865905
lkenderdine@devonwildlifetrust.org
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There ain’t no
holiday home like a

Parkdean
holiday home

Stunning
sea view
pitches
available

BIGBURY
SUPPORT FOR
LOCAL BUSINESSES
HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT

www.carbonsavvy.uk/calculator/

Any day can be a holiday when you own your own
holiday home.
With stunning holiday homes for sale at Challaborough Bay
Holiday Park, as well as affordable finance packages to suit
any budget, investing in family time and memory making has
never been easier.
Enquire about your holiday home today. Call 01548 600 004
or visit parkdeanresorts.co.uk/caravans-for-sale
*Owners can holiday as often as they like within their specified holiday season and pitch agreement. Parkdean
Resorts holiday parks are not residential parks and holiday homes cannot be occupied as a permanent residence.
Facilities and entertainment will be available from time to time at the discretion of Parkdean Resorts and is usually
indicated in the current Parkdean Resorts holiday brochure.
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BIGBURY
WHAT MORE CAN
YOUR BUSINESS OR
HOME DO TO GET
BIGBURY NET ZERO?

Advertising Rates

Local, independent A4
community magazine

BIGBURY NEWS

66mx95m

Colour:
£120 per year
£20 per month
Black&White
£60 per year
£10 per month

•••
••
••
••
•••
••
•
•••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
•

2021

135mx 95m
Colour:
£240 per year
£40 per month
Black&White
£120 per year
£20 per month

•••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
•••
••
•••
••
•••
••
•

135mx 188m

Colour:
£360 per year
£60 per month
Black&White
Unavailable

Interested in advertising?
Please call or email Bigbury News Editor
01548 810991
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
500 magazines published and delivered every month
except January and August.

Home Buddies
Premier Second Home Care
Thinking of letting your holiday home?
Free consultation service and letting advice
• Full changeovers • Laundry
• Property management and key holding • Maintenance and gardening

www.let-it-out.co.uk

co-hosting ~
The flexible approach
to letting your holiday home
Email

• Bespoke and flexible approach • Advice on which agents to use

Are you 100% happy with your
changeover/cleaning team?
We are a small family business with many clients in Bigbury On Sea and
surrounding areas. We are based in Ringmore… minutes away from Bigbury!

info@let-it-out.co.uk
Gail Critchlow

Liz Baker-James

07889 628514

07388 673228

Please call Lesley for a friendly chat…
mobile: 07836 329188 or email: harwood247@hotmail.com
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“They carried out a
number of viewings
in short succession
which resulted in a
swift sale.”

Aqua Hair Design
“Thank you for
going the extra
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic
advice on valuation, regular feedback on
viewings and progress updates through to
completion – exactly what you want when
selling!”

New!
Men and boys barbering
Ladies – cutting, styling,
perming, colouring, finishing
Call Kim and Anne to book your
appointment on:

01548 831260
7 Modbury Court,
Church Street, Modbury

We look forward to seeing clients
both existing and new

“A belated thank you to you
for all your help and support
in finding us our new home.”
“We just wanted to take the
opportunity to say a big thank you to
you all for all your hard work in selling
our house. We really appreciated your
friendliness, patience and that you
work so well together as a team.”

01548 830831

Waterside Property

Bigbury News 2019
16 April 2019 11:01:39

Group accommodation with flexible indoor
space, on the Cresta Run, TQ7 4AP.
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Contact Cathy
01548 810079
info@bigburyholidays.co.uk
www.bigburyholidays.co.uk

100
95
75 for hedgerow management
Grants
and planting are available through
Countryside Stewardship, a scheme
which25is continuing until 2023.

The Woodland Trust’s
5
MOREhedges programme will
subsidise
up to 75% of the cost of
0
planting 100-250 metres of new
hedgerows allowing a large tree to
grow every six metres.

HEDGEROW NEWS
The watershed for climate change is
2030. Only 8.5 years from now. The
collective parish footprint contributes to
both the national and the global footprint
- so what we do now matters to more
than just Bigbury.
Johnathon Smith (Farm Carbon Toolkit)
says
“ Hedges should, in carbon terms, be
viewed as lines of small coppiced or
pollarded trees. Growth rates can be
staggering in a well managed hedge
and hence its ability to absorb CO2 is
substantial.

A 100m length of
mature hedgerow can
sequester in the order of
120kg (0.12t) CO2/year.
Stands of short rotation coppice, such
as Willow can absorb vast amounts of
CO2 because their growth is so vigorous.
Indeed sequestration rates of over 20t
CO2/ha/year have been recorded.
Orchards are also a potentially large
carbon sink, particularly those with large
mature trees. Rates of up to 3t/ha/yr are
possible and of course this is coupled,
unlike other trees, with a significant food
crop!”
Whilst it remains important to continue
to plant trees, the benefits to the climate
will not be felt from these saplings for
some thirty years. BUT ...we already
have mature trees in the parish within
the many miles of hedgerows that also

contribute to the joys of country walks
down our lanes. Every farm which is
involved in the Countryside Stewardship
Scheme, will know exactly how many
meters of hedgerow they have on their
farm because many farmers will be paid
to only trim their hedges every other
year. Unfortunately, the scheme does not
encourage farmers to allow hedgerows
to grow to their full height and as it is a
contractual, audited scheme, this could
be a problem when it comes to payments.
If this is the case - it would be worth
investigating whether non-farmers (who
want to off set their carbon footprint or
simply promote farming practice that
reduces our collective carbon emissions)
could make payments to local farmers
so that they afford to choose to let their
hedgerow trees grow taller.
A SHDC Study in 2002 revealed that:
the AONB contains 4060 linear km of
hedges. The total area of the AONB is
337 square km. This means that – on
average – each square km of AONB
land is divided, bounded and enclosed
by 12.4 linear km of hedge. If there are
1,000 hectares (or 10 sq km) in Bigbury
a simple estimate suggests there could be
124 km of hedgerows in Bigbury. This is
124,000 meters each sequestering 120 kg
of C02 per year. - that’s 148 tons of CO2
per year. To be confirmed by an expert!
The taller and wider hedgerows are - the
more carbon they can sequester.
Let’s think and talk about this more
together? Join Bigbury Net Zero if you
want to find out more about this.

Here are some extracts from the Good
Hedgerow Management Booklet on
www.farmingfornature

“ Climate Benefits: Good hedgerows are

very effective at capturing Carbon. Some
researchers estimate that hedgerows and
non-forest woodlands could potentially
sequester 0.66–3.3 t CO2/ha/year!
Hedgerows can also help offset some of
the anticipated impacts of climate change
by providing shade and shelter from
weather extremes.
Examples of native shrubs and trees
for hedgerows: Hawthorn, Blackthorn,
Hazel, Holly, Elder, Guelder Rose,
Crab Apple, Alder Buckthorn, Spindle,
Dogwood, Rowan, Bird Cherry, Wild
Cherry, Scots Pine, Downy Birch, Oak,
Grey Willow, Whitebeam.
Ideally, established hedgerows should
be left grow upwards and outwards so
it’s really as case of doing less – maybe
mowing any vegetation that is pushing
too far out into the field every Autumn
or trimming back the sides a little where
they are becoming too unruly, but very
little else.
For hedgerows in poorer condition, fill
gaps in hedges by planting diverse native
species – preferably locally sourced. Or
consider coppicing or laying the ‘leggy’,
gappy areas. If livestock are causing a lot
of damage, maybe fence them back until
the hedgerow is more established and
resilient.
If planting a new hedge, do so in winter.
Try to connect the new hedgerows to
other natural features as this may help
support the spread of wildlife into the
new hedgerow. New hedgerows will
require pruning to stimulate fresh, bushy
growth for the first 3-5 years until they
become dense and established.
The ideal hedgerow for wildlife is
tall, wide and dense at the base, with
a wide, uncultivated, grassy margin.
Such hedgerows really are ‘networks for
nature’.
The most important action is often to do
nothing – at least for a while – as some
hedgerows just need to left in peace a
little more! Over time however, you
may find that unless you have animals
grazing occasionally at the base, the
hedgerow will encroach into the field
with blackthorn suckers and bramble and
these will need to be trimmed back with a
mower when they are young, before they
become established.
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INCREDIBLE TAILS
by Frank Annable
Charity shops aren’t what they
were. There seems to be a distinct
lack of quality these days. I was
perusing the book section and
feeling more and more despondent
at the general reading matter that
seems to find its way onto the
shelves.
There was a time when it was
possible to find some real gems in
this type of shop. The occasional rare first edition signed by the
author. A book with an interesting
newspaper cutting left in it by the
previous owner that added some
real interest to the book itself.
Sometimes an old bus or train
ticket, that had been used as a
bookmark. But no, sadly, it seems
those days are long gone and
everyone is a little more collectible
‘savvy’ these days, so the real finds
end up on the inter-net.
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days) and also that Ruth has a skill
at dressmaking that enables her to
create some wonderful gowns.
” I think it’s your size”, she said,
handing it to me. “I wonder how
old it is”, I said , looking at the
under arms. This was always a
sure way to tell how much wear a
garment has had “The lining looks
pristine”, she said, “and the cut of
the arms and the lining are really
well made”.
I tried the jacket for size and it fitted
perfectly. If I raised my arms in
‘Ballroom’ frame, the jacket didn’t
rise up at the shoulders but kept its
shape, a testament to the tailoring.
The shop assistant had watched
me trying on the jacket, as I hadn’t
bothered to go into the changing
room.

“I must say sir,” she said, ” that
jacket fits you really well, very
‘Downton Abbey’. Are you going
I shouldn’t sound so down about
to a fancy dress party?” “No, ” I
it, my wife always seems to find
interesting things in Charity shops. said, “I’m hoping to wear it in the
Ballroom of a hotel that we visit”.
Bits of hallmarked silver jewellery
that no one has picked up on, fabric “Oh, you lucky thing, I’d love to be
able to dress up for something like
from an item of clothing that can
that”, she said. “It’s funny”, she
be turned into something else ,
continued, “the jacket only came
brooches, buckles etc. that can be
used to enhance an outfit that she is in this morning and I said that I
couldn’t imagine where anyone
making.
would wear it, I think that someone
“Take a look at this”. Ruth’s voice had been clearing the house of an
elderly relative and this was amongst
woke me from my reverie and I
turned to see her holding a ‘Tailed’ some things that had been in a box
in the loft since the war”. “Really”,
jacket. “I found it on the rack over
I said, “I wonder if there’s a story
there”. For some time I’d had an
behind it”. I paid for the jacket and
idea to buy a jacket with ‘Tails’ as
we left the shop, I was intrigued as
Ruth and I do a spot of ballroom
to where the jacket had been and
dancing and frequent a rather
why it had been stored away all this
unique Hotel in Devon that is
time.
situated on an island which is cut
off
Once we were home I couldn’t resist
twice a day by the tide. There is a
trying on the jacket as soon as we
dress code at the hotel and their
got inside. I was amazed how well
motto is “You can never be too
it fitted, it would have been no more
overdressed”, This being a nod
perfect had I had one made, and a
to the hotels glamorous history, a
general maxim that we have tried to lot more expensive. Ruth came into
the bedroom as I was admiring my
indulge to the full.
reflection in the wardrobe mirror.
“Well, she said, “if you want to be
Firstly because we both like to
Fred Astaire, you’ll be needing a
dress for occasions, (something
white tie, waistcoat and some new
that seems sadly lacking these

black trousers”. “Do you think my
dancing will improve?” I said.
Ruth laughed, “Judy (our dance
teacher), always says you’ve got all
of the right steps.” “Yes”, I finished
the line for her, “but not necessarily
in the right order”. “Mind you”, I
added, “at least if I’m in white tie
and tails, I may look as though I
know what I’m doing”.“True, ” she
said.
Sourcing all of the accessories to
go with the jacket was an easier
task than I’d thought. There was
an online gents outfitter who
specialised in ‘formal wear’ and I
was able to complete the ensemble
without too much trouble.
On closer inspection, I found that
the jacket had a label in the inner
pocket which stated ‘Fitch
and Sons’, with an old London
telephone exchange number. Also
on the label was a hand written
number. Letting curiosity get the
better of me, I used the computer
search engine and entered the
old telephone number . The
information came up with ‘Fitch
and Sons’ bespoke tailors to the
RAF since 1932.
I wondered if the hand written
number had any relevance to the
RAF and so in true detective
fashion I added the number
prefixed with RAF and to my
amazement the name of Flight
Lieutenant Harry Ernest Peterson
appeared on the screen. The
information was from an RAF
website and went on to inform me
that Harry Paterson had been killed
whilst flying a Blenheim bomber
back to Scotland.
I was stunned, could this jacket
have been owned by our Bomber
pilot or was this just a massive
coincidence?
I decide to contact the RAF records
department to see if there really
was any connection. A week or so
went by and I heard the letter box
rattle and the sound of a large A4
envelope landing on the mat.

I could see from the post mark that
it had come from RAF records, and
I felt an excited anticipation as I
opened the envelope.
It all made interesting reading.
Harry Paterson had indeed lost his
life piloting a Blenheim back to
his base in Scotland. The bomber,
after having completed a successful
mission, ran out of fuel just a
few miles from the runway and
crashed into trees and all lives of
the crew were lost. The Archivist
had enclosed a record card written
in Harry’s own handwriting which
showed that he had graduated as an
air craftsman first class 183rd
in order of merit out of 500 boys.
He was trained as an airframe
and engine fitter. He was
commissioned in Feb. 1941 and
given an officers
number, (the hand written one on
the jacket label), he was awarded
the Air Force Cross and killed on
active service.
The Archivist then went on to say
that there had been an error and
they had noticed on researching
this particular pilot, that he had
not been listed as an AFC and they
would take steps to correct this.
The Archivist then thanked me for
drawing this to their attention.

we’d met on previous occasions
with the story of the tails and they
were all as intrigued as I was as to
the history of the jacket and if this
were possibly its first outing since
the war.
The fabulous thing about our hotel
in Devon was that they had a dance
floor outside the main Ballroom
and when there was a full moon it
became the most magical place to
dance as the music drifted outside
and competed with the sound of
the sea which glistened.
During the course of the evening a
photographer was taking random
photo’s for a promotional brochure
for the hotel. He asked if Ruth and
I would mind having our picture
taken as both Ruth’s Ball gown
and my Tails were just right for
the era that the hotel was trying to
promote.
Of course we didn’t need asking
twice and felt honoured to be
included.
The photographer took our details
and we were asked to sign a release
so that he could use the picture.
He then said that he would send us
a copy of the brochure. Ruth was
delighted.

I was sitting in my study a few
weeks after our trip to Devon, when
I heard the letterbox and the
sound of mail landing on the mat.
There were two envelopes. The first
one I recognised from the RAF
Archives. I opened the letter which
informed me that they had found a
photo of Flight lieutenant Paterson
of which they had enclosed a copy.
I took the photo from the envelope
and there he was standing by his
aircraft, dark hair and moustache,
smoking a pipe and looking very
content with the world.
He could never have imagined
when he looked into the camera
lens that a few decades on I would
be looking at his image and trying
to imagine his life, brief as it was.
The second envelope contained a
brochure from the Hotel. I opened
the brochure and on the first
page was undoubtedly Ruth, posing
in the Moonlight on the dance
floor. My hand started to shake
as I looked at the photo. The man
standing next to her wasn’t me,
he had dark hair , a moustache
and in his hand was a pipe which
he had raised in a gesture of
acknowledgement.

I was amazed, all of this from a
jacket bought in a charity shop.
This had to be more than a
coincidence. Harry’s address had
been quite close to the shop where
the jacket had been handed in and
I was guessing that it had possibly
been in storage for all of the
intervening years.
I immediately went upstairs and
tried on the jacket once again and
wondered whether, if this
was Harry’s jacket, he had ever got
to wear it.
The band was playing songs from
the 20’s and 30’s and we were all
having a wonderful time. It felt
rather special to be wearing white
tie and tails, even if some of my
dance moves were a bit suspect. I
regaled a few of the guests whom

Photo:
Frank Annable in his tails at
Burgh Island!
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We are
based in
the South
Hams
Plumbing • Heating

Plumbing & Heating Service
& Repair Boiler Replacement
Long experience of installing and servicing
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer
Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area

Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com
Oftec Number C5324 Gas Safe Number 569656

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 All Hard Floor Cleaning
 Domestic & Commercial
Cleaning
 Window Cleaning & Gutter
Vaccuming
 Ground & High Level Pressure
Washing
 Valeting
 Holiday Home Changeover &
Caretaking Packages
Tel: 01548 854313
Email: info@fine-shine.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
01548 550400
sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

Bigbury
Heating & Plumbing
01548 810313
07737 328495
24 hour callout
Oil - LPG - Gas

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?
With over 20 years’ experience in holiday letting, our locally-based team
are proud to offer expert knowledge, bespoke property management
options and consistent year-round bookings.
Contact us today to find out about the award-winning support
we could offer you.

Find out more | 01548 802179
Order a free Owners Guide | coastandcountry.co.uk
Meet our team | Visit us in Salcombe or Dartmouth
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THE PUB CAT SPEAKS
regularly catches the bus. He's quite an
old cat so the driver thinks he has an Old
Age Pussy’s Bus Pass. Every Friday he
catches the bus from Cattedown to the
Barbican. Then he goes padding along
Southside Street to Monty’s Cafe – Yes,
it’s really called Monty's! What fun!
And settles down to a delicious meal oh
fish and chips. How about that!

HOT DOGS
AND SIZZLING SAUSAGES
Well darlings, it seems like forever since
we last spoke. So much has happened
and the big world has kept on turning,
clouds have gone scudding across the
sky, the sea has moved in and out and
the winds have kept blowing. Mind
you, as I sit and write this in the Artful
Dodger pub, on my cat top computer
with my friend Bruce - a very fine
Persian blue - everything seems so
peaceful.
That big orange sun has been up in the
sky for so long, heating up the paving
slabs to red hot, frizzling the leaves on
the trees and making those dim dogs
pant like old steam engines! Haha! You
see, we cats can keep cool by doing the
most simple things, like lying in the
shade on a cool sheet of newspaper
while reading the latest hot cat news!
Like the story in the Western Morning
Meows about that clever ginger cat
Dodger, who lives in Plymouth, and

Then he goes along to the Barbican
theatre to watch a show, the theatre-goers
all make a big fuss of him, and he has a
special seat in the royal box. Purrrrrfect!
After all that excitement he pops along
to the Elizabethan house for a bit of
mousing and then has a snooze in the
royal bedroom. Next morning after a hot
dog breakfast at Monty's, he catches the
bus back home. What a life!
You see, we cats love our independence.
We like to make our own decisions and
we don't like to worry human beings
with our little problems. Apart from the
occasional little bit of worming or if we
have an accident I need some stitches,
by and large we cats enjoy looking after
ourselves.

lick ourselves to keep clean and get better.
But for pampered pooches it seems they
can go to special classes for fun swims,
and weight management programmes
at £360 a time. You can also take your
puppy for a Personal Swimming Course
or Water Experience! We think this is all
a little bit over the top, or in at the deep
end! Haha! You won't see Bruce or I
slipping on our stripy beach cozzies to be
plunged into a swimming pool. Oh no!
Not on my puss-potting Nelly! Bruce and
I think that it is the pooch’s owners who
need the hydrotherapy and their heads
examined. We cats will just get on with
things.
Like we always do.
Stay safe sweethearts and we will see you
in October..

Monty
PS.
Why are cats so good at video games?
Because we have 9 lives!

Bruce and I did read that the Battersea
Home for Dogs and Cats in London
has opened an amazing hydrotherapy
pool for its doggy and moggy customers.
Bruce and I find it hard to imagine how
any cat would ever want to go in the
swimming pool when all we need to do is

A WALK
The sea sparkles as we walk along the shore today
My world is bright and clear
Oyster Catchers cry skimming the water to land on an island made from sand
The joy of soft lapping water in the shallows
An Adult black headed gull surrounded by juveniles flits along the shore
Disturbed by a dog they burst into flight
only to alight wing beats away across the tidal stream
A copper autumn leaf tumbles along the sand
The rocks cast lengthening shadows
A change to the sea becomes noticeable as we walk down the estuary
Broken by the whip crack of a kite surfer’s sail
Students wade up to the top of their boots surveying a would-be catch in a large net
Cries of excitement as waves are jumped & spray tingles their faces
Heavy grey clouds pull a screen across the sun
The brightness faded & the sparkle of the afternoon enveloped in wind & the promise of Devon rain!

RB
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CLIMATE CHANGE - GLOSSARY
Adaptation. Action that helps cope with
the effects of climate change - for example
construction of barriers to protect against
rising sea levels, or conversion to crops
capable of surviving high temperatures
and drought.
Black carbon The soot that results from
the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels,
biofuels, and biomass (wood, animal
dung, etc.). It is the most potent climatewarming aerosol. Unlike greenhouse
gases, which trap infrared radiation that
is already in the Earth’s atmosphere,
these particles absorb all wavelengths of
sunlight and then re-emit this energy as
infrared radiation.
Biofuel A fuel derived from renewable,
biological sources, including crops such as
maize and sugar cane, and some forms of
waste.

the gas again. The process would be
carbon neutral if the amount taken out
and the amount released were identical.
A company or country can also achieve
carbon neutrality by means of carbon
offsetting.

Fossil fuels Natural resources, such as
coal, oil and natural gas, containing
hydrocarbons. These fuels are formed
in the Earth over millions of years and
produce carbon dioxide when burnt.

Carbon sequestration The process of
storing carbon dioxide. This can happen
naturally, as growing trees and plants turn
CO2 into biomass (wood, leaves, and so
on). It can also refer to the capture and
storage of CO2 produced by industry. See
Carbon capture and storage.

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) Natural
and industrial gases that trap heat from
the Earth and warm the surface. The
Kyoto Protocol restricts emissions of six
greenhouse gases: natural (carbon dioxide,
nitrous oxide, and methane) and industrial
(perfluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons,
and sulphur hexafluoride).

Global warming The steady rise in global
Carbon offsetting A way of compensating average temperature in recent decades,
which experts believe is largely caused by
for emissions of CO2 by participating
man-made greenhouse gas emissions. The
in, or funding, efforts to take CO2 out of
long-term trend continues upwards, they
the atmosphere. Offsetting often involves
suggest, even though the warmest year on
paying another party, somewhere else,
record, according to the UK’s Met Office,
to save emissions equivalent to those
is 1998.
produced by your activity.

Business as usual A scenario used for
projections of future emissions assuming
no action, or no new action, is taken to
mitigate the problem. Some countries are
pledging not to reduce their emissions
but to make reductions compared to
a business as usual scenario. Their
emissions, therefore, would increase but
less than they would have done.
Carbon capture and storage The
collection and transport of concentrated
carbon dioxide gas from large emission
sources, such as power plants. The gases
are then injected into deep underground
reservoirs. Carbon capture is sometimes
referred to as geological sequestration.
Carbon dioxide (CO2) Carbon dioxide
is a gas in the Earth’s atmosphere. It
occurs naturally and is also a by-product
of human activities such as burning fossil
fuels. It is the principal greenhouse gas
produced by human activity.
Carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent Six
greenhouse gases are limited by the
Kyoto Protocol and each has a different
global warming potential. The overall
warming effect of this cocktail of gases
is often expressed in terms of carbon
dioxide equivalent - the amount of CO2
that would cause the same amount of
warming.
Carbon footprint The amount of carbon
emitted by an individual or organisation
in a given period of time, or the amount
of carbon emitted during the manufacture
of a product.
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Carbon neutral A process where there
is no net release of CO2. For example,
growing biomass takes CO2 out of the
atmosphere, while burning it releases

Greenhouse effect The insulating effect
of certain gases in the atmosphere, which
allow solar radiation to warm the earth
and then prevent some of the heat from
escaping. See also Natural greenhouse
effect.

Carbon sink Any process, activity or
mechanism that removes carbon from
the atmosphere. The biggest carbon sinks
are the world’s oceans and forests, which
absorb large amounts of carbon dioxide
from the Earth’s atmosphere.
Dangerous climate change A term
referring to severe climate change that
will have a negative effect on societies,
economies, and the environment as a
whole. The phrase was introduced by
the 1992 UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, which aims to prevent
“dangerous” human interference with the
climate system.
Feedback loop In a feedback loop, rising
temperatures on the Earth change the
environment in ways that affect the rate
of warming. Feedback loops can be
positive (adding to the rate of warming),
or negative (reducing it). The melting
of Arctic ice provides an example of a
positive feedback process. As the ice on
the surface of the Arctic Ocean melts
away, there is a smaller area of white ice
to reflect the Sun’s heat back into space
and more open, dark water to absorb it.
The less ice there is, the more the water
heats up, and the faster the remaining ice
melts.

Methane Methane is the second most
important man-made greenhouse gas.
Sources include both the natural world
(wetlands, termites, wildfires) and human
activity (agriculture, waste dumps, leaks
from coal mining).
Mitigation Action that will reduce
man-made climate change. This includes
action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
or absorb greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere.
Natural greenhouse effect The natural
level of greenhouse gases in our
atmosphere, which keeps the planet about
30C warmer than it would otherwise be
- essential for life as we know it. Water
vapour is the most important component
of the natural greenhouse effect.
Ocean acidification The ocean absorbs
approximately one-fourth of man-made
CO2 from the atmosphere, which helps
to reduce adverse climate change effects.
However, when the CO2 dissolves in
seawater, carbonic acid is formed. Carbon
emissions in the industrial era have
already lowered the pH of seawater by
0.1. Ocean acidification can decrease the
ability of marine organisms to build their
shells and skeletal structures and kill off
coral reefs, with serious effects for people
who rely on them as fishing grounds.
Per-capita emissions The total amount of
greenhouse gas emitted by a country per
unit of population.

Pre-industrial levels of carbon dioxide
The levels of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere prior to the start of the
Industrial Revolution. These levels are
estimated to be about 280 parts per million
(by volume). The current level is around
380ppm.
Renewable energy Renewable energy is
energy created from sources that can be
replenished in a short period of time. The
five renewable sources used most often
are: biomass (such as wood and biogas),
the movement of water, geothermal (heat
from within the earth), wind, and solar.
Tipping point A tipping point is a
threshold for change, which, when
reached, results in a process that is
difficult to reverse. Scientists say it is
urgent that policy makers halve global
carbon dioxide emissions over the next
50 years or risk triggering changes that
could be irreversible.
Weather The state of the atmosphere with
regard to temperature, cloudiness, rainfall,
wind and other meteorological conditions.
It is not the same as climate which is the
average weather over a much longer period

HOW PLANTS SEQUESTER CARBON VIA PHOTOSYNTHESIS.

DENNIS LYNE IN THE LIMELIGHT
Hope you are all well and enjoying the fine weather. This morning, I had the pleasure
of accompanying Grampy to the COVID Vaccination Hub Closure Ceremony at
Derriford Hospital where Dennis / Dad / Grampy was definitely star of the show .
Grampy was asked to say a few short words about the privilege of being the first person
to be vaccinated in Plymouth at the Derriford Hub but also to thank the NHS and Key
workers.
He was also asked to present a set of beautiful paintings painted by a local artist
commissioned by the local NHS Trust to commemorate the Vaccination Hub and it’s
work , these were presented by Grampy to the CEO of Livewell Southwest and the
CEO of Derriford Hospital.

www.carbonsavvy.uk/calculator/

He also did an interview with a reporter from the BBC and the Derriford Press officer
so will be featuring on BBC local News / “Spotlight” and YouTube either this evening
or tomorrow. This can be viewed on iPlayer / YT however I shall also be receiving a
copy direct from them and the Press Officer at Derriford Hospital alongside the photos
taken as well.
Jack Lyne (Dennis’s grandson)
Editors Note: We will post this on Bigbury TV when its available.
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Could you spare a few hours for
the Modbury Caring Befriending
Service? Or - perhaps you feel that
you, yourself would benefit from a
few hours a week from a Befriender?
Find out more from the Befriending
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison.
07554 997140 or
modburycaring@gmail.com.
You can drop in to see her on
Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 noon
at the Modbury Parish Office by the
Co-op in Galpin Street, Modbury.

I
BIGBURY
SUPPORT
FOR
LOCAL
BUSINESSES
HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT

Clinical Excellence
Full Eye Health Examinations
Contact Lens Specialists
Retinal Photography & Macula
Pigment Density Scan
Glaucoma Examinations
OCT Eye Scanning Examination
Free Hearing Assessments
Luxury Designer Brands

Call us today to book your appointment.
Nigel Frost Optometrist
3, Chene Court
Modbury
01548 830944
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Kingsbridge Eye Care
No.1 The Promenade
Kingsbridge
01548 856854

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL
SHELTER
Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001

countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE &
FURNITURE REMOVALS
We collect furniture donated to
our charity for re-sale. We need
volunteers for our shops and
warehouse Donations of cat food
welcome in Tesco and Morrison
stores in Kingsbridge

SIGN UP
to a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter
about local events and alerts, via
email. Please complete the on-line
form or contact the editor.

bigburydrums@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com

THANK YOU

Get yourself
‘FIT TO GO’
with JILL’S local classes
held at
BIGBURY and MODBURY
Aerobics, Pilates,
and Fitness for Seniors,
open to locals and visitors.
Experienced qualified instructor. Equipment provided.
Friendly, mixed, good value, pay-as-you-go classes!
All classes cancelled currently. Although restrictions are
easing, due to personal reasons, Jill will look to restart the
classes in the autumn. For more information, please call
JILL on 01548 810651 or email jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk
STAY WELL AND ACTIVE, HAVE A LOVELY SUMMER 2021!
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HEDGEROW NEWS
continued from page 25
When planning hedgerow management,
tailor the management to suit the
hedgerow. Tall hedges with plenty of
trees should be given just a side trim,
hedges with wide grass or wildflower
margins and short hedges without trees
are better cut in ‘A-shape’ so the broad
base allows light and encourages a dense
growth at a ground level which is better
for ground-nesting birds.
In all cases, try to allow trees to reach
their full potential at intervals, including
thorns. The more diversity the better
– manage in a landscape context rather
than just an individual hedgerow context,
the wider field boundary network of
drainage ditches, banks and stone walls
will provide a wide variety of habitats for
a range of species.
Avoid cutting all your hedgerows at
once, consider a 3-5 year rotation to
allow flowers and berries to grow in
alternate sections. Gradually reduce
cutting intensity each year to allow your
hedgerow to expand and diversify. This is
especially relevant for the young hedges
which are just getting established.
Where there is a row of trees with a
dense canopy but the hedge is gappy at
the base, consider cutting back sections
here and there to allow more light in and
therefore encourage greater diversity –
honeysuckle, vetches and other smaller
flowers will hopefully move in and
enhance the diversity present.
Hedgerow cutting is usually undertaken
with a flail, but a circular saw is a less
damaging alternative which results in
a cleaner cut and encourages better
re-growth. If planting a new hedgerow,
consider ‘banking’ it like the old
hedgerows; this creates more than one
habitat.
Delay trimming as late as possible –
maybe until January and February
(though make sure the ground isn’t too
wet/soft) as the surviving berry crop will
provide valuable food for wildlife.
Similarly, allow the hedgerow bases and
other field margins to flower and set seed
before cutting – this may require some
fencing, consider 2m out, during the
main flowering period (May-July).
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Avoid over-management; tightly cut
hedges mean there are fewer flowers and
berries, thus reducing available habitats,
feeding sources and suitable nesting sites.
Avoid cutting hedgerows between
March and August inclusive. It is

both prohibited (except under certain
exemptions) and very damaging for
wildlife particularly in terms of food and
habitat value.
Avoid removing hedgerows, even the
dying ones – where they are not a hazard
or they don’t prevent younger trees from
growing, retain them as they may support
insect communities, bat roosts and cavitynesting birds.

main flowering period i.e. August.
Avoid using sprays or fertilisers near
hedgerows as they can have an extremely
negative effect on the variety of plants
and animals that live there.
For more information on
hedgerow management go to www.
farmingfornature.ie/resources/
fieldboundaries
Recommend reading: ‘Irish Hedgerows:

To prevent livestock from damaging new
and existing plants, especially between
May and July, fence up to 2-meters out
from the hedgerow base. Avoid grazing
or cutting the base/margins until after the

Networks for Nature’ End

Louise Wainwright

ANCIENT SITE REVEALED in ST ANN’S CHAPEL

Letter from Prof Eileen Wilkes
“ At this stage, there is little more that
can be done about the archaeology
within the area of the development. All
the planning requirements are being
met as there were no appeals or special
conditions related to the archaeology
that were imposed before approval
was given. The team is aware of the
interest in the site and has extended its
time there beyond what was originally
expected.
It’s a not unusual situation that
archaeological material / features will
be destroyed by development. The
soil cover is very thin here so there is
no opportunity to protect the deposits
underneath the development. I’m
afraid this happens all too often as
it’s considered sufficient in planning
legislation to excavate and record
a proportion of a development site
rather than the totality. Rarely, if
something very exceptional turns up,
the development can be amended
to avoid damaging the remaining
archaeological deposits, but that would
be an exceptional case, and probably not
possible here anyhow, given the density
of the proposed development.

Scheduled Site of long barrows

and surrounding parishes are rich in
archaeological sites of considerable
interest, particularly to the understanding
of the prehistory of the South Hams.

As for the barrows in the field across the
road, they are Scheduled Monuments.
The long barrow is Neolithic and
the round barrows are likely to be
early Bronze Age, so they predate the
provisional date currently considered
for the features at the development
site. That means there is probably no
direct relationship between the elements,
although referencing upstanding
monuments, such as barrows, was
common practice by later prehistoric
communities. I.e., they situated their
Given that planning approval is in place
own settlements or other types of sites in
and the archaeology is being investigated
relation to earlier monuments. That may
in line with that, I’m not sure what I
be the case here given the close proximity
could provide for the newsletter. The
of all the archaeological elements.
archaeological team may be happy to
provide a summary of their findings (if
For a site to be scheduled, Historic
they’re permitted to do so in advance of
England (HE) has to be satisfied that it
their report - sometimes developers place
is of national importance. HE relies on
an embargo on pre-publication of site
county and / or district archaeological
information) if that might be of interest.
advice in most cases. It is extremely
I’m not involved with the archaeological
rare for a site to be scheduled once
investigation so it wouldn’t be
development has started, as is the case
appropriate for me to comment on the
here, not least because there are financial
finds and features at this stage, although
consequences of compensation for the
I’m more than happy to confirm that
developer / land owner for the loss of
from my own work I know that Bigbury

Newly discovered site

income anticipated from development of
the site.
It is a hard fact for us all to face, but
with further diminution of ‘heritage’ in
planning legislation and forthcoming
changes to planning guidance, this
situation is only likely to become
more common. It is therefore of great
importance that, if an area is thought to
have any likelihood of archaeological
remains, it is flagged strongly and early
in any planning process and ideally
during the preparation of the local
plan. That at least may result in a
thorough archaeological assessment
and investigation to determine fully the
extent of any surviving archaeological
deposits.
I know that Bigbury now has a clear
Neighbourhood Plan so it is particularly
unfortunate that the planning application
could not be revisited in light of the
agreed development area. “

Prof Eileen Wilkes
Bournemouth University
Note: Bigbury Parish Council are endeavoring
to organise a presentation about the fundings
from the archaeological team on site, subject to
approval by the developer. This may be possible
before the BPC Meeting in Sept at the memorial
Hall. More information in Bigbury Drums later.

COMMUNITY LED HOUSING SCHEME at ST ANN’S CHAPEL
The Parish Council and Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group are pleased to
be able to report that the planning
application for the community-led
housing scheme proposed on land at
Holwell Farm, St Ann’s Chapel was
approved, subject to the completion of
a Section 106 Agreement, by the South
Hams District Council Development
Management Committee on 22nd May
2019 (Application

Ref: 4214/18/FUL).

This was given unanimous support
by Members of the Committee
who considered that the proposed
development was an excellent example
of a development designed specifically
to meet the local housing needs of a
rural parish and comprised a scheme
of a very high standard of design and
sustainability.
Cllr Beth Huntley, our new Chairwoman
of the Parish Council, gave an excellent

speech in support of the application
emphasising that there had been much
community support for providing a
scheme of primarily affordable housing
to meet the specific local housing needs
of the parish.
She said that this site had been carefully
selected due to its being able to provide
safe pedestrian access to the Holywell
Stores, the Memorial Hall, children’s
playground and school bus stops.
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Cont from previous page)
The road access, being to the north of the
village, also minimised the traffic through
the village itself.
(
Rob Ellis who was at that time managing
the development process on behalf
of South Hams District Council also
gave a very impressive and informative
presentation. Some of the particularly
interesting points that he made were as
follows:
‘Housing affordability is a significant
challenge in the South Hams with average
house prices ranging from 10-15 times
average incomes, particularly acute in our
attractive coastal villages such as Bigbury
Parish. The inability of many people to
afford to buy or rent at open market rates
is having an adverse impact on the vitality
of our communities (schools/community
facilities).
South Hams has set up a model to assist
communities wishing to address this
challenge, where there is a known housing
need from within the village. Hence is
Housing delivered ‘by the community for
the community’.
We were approached by Bigbury Parish
Council and Neighbourhood Plan Group
to work with them to bring forward a
suitable scheme within the Parish. The
objectives are:
•
•

Deliver genuinely affordable housing
to buy at discount or rent
Deliver high quality design of the
houses both their vernacular and
environmental credentials (Passive
House Standard) – such that not just

addressing the cost of buying or
renting but also the running costs.
Housing mix
Eight affordable units comprising a
mixture of housing to purchase at a
discount (3 units) and affordable rented
(5 units).
We are looking substantially reduced
selling prices of the discount sale units to
ensure these are truly affordable. This is
achieved through significantly discounted
land value (equivalent to £10K/plot)
and the sale of 3 open market housing to
cross subsidise the affordable units

The proposed development has been
delayed due to unexpected problems in
relation to drainage issues but the revised
proposals are expected to be approved
very soon allowing a start on site to
commence in a few months time and be
completed by the middle of next year.

The discount of the discounted sale units
referred to in the planning report includes
a contingency and we will work hard to
maximise the discount

Anyone wishing to apply for discount
purchase should contact Help to Buy
South West

We are looking to target sales of the open
market to people from within the parish
to enable downsizing

and anyone wishing to apply for
affordable rent should register their
interest with Devon Home Choice

Rented units will be let at below the
local housing allowance rate ie circa 60%
market rates. This means that the rents
will be within levels which are eligible for
housing benefit.
Eligibility
Preservation of affordability in perpetuity
and allocation policy
Prospective buyers of discounted sale
•
units and renters identified through
registration through Devon Home
Choice and Help to Buy South West.
Restricted to people who live or
•
work in the community or close local
family connection. Open to Bands
A – E. Local is the key.
The affordability protection and
•

www.helptobuysw.org.uk

www.devonhomechoice.com/
how-it-works.
Please register your interest as soon as
possible.
If anyone has any questions regarding
the proposals or needs a copy of the
plans please contact Valerie Scott.
Cllr Valerie Scott, Chairman of Bigbury
Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

01548 810336
cllrscott.bigburypc@gmail.com

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

Our parish council meets on the second Wednesday of each month, except
August. Meetings start at 7.30 pm. Parishioners are welcome to attend. Until
meetings resume in the Memorial Hall, they will take place via Zoom.

CHAIRMAN Beth Huntley
cllrehuntley.bigburypc@gmail.com
01548 810385

Bigbury Parish Council Minutes
Bigbury Drums (Mail Chimp) weekly email newsletter will include links to
Bigbury Community website where full BPC minutes each month can be
viewed. Minutes of all Parish Council meetings can be viewed on line at the
Bigbury Community website, funded by BPC: www.bigburycommunity.co.uk
Minutes of all Parish Council meetings can be viewed in the three parish Notice
Boards at Holywell Stores, Unwind Salon in Bigbury and the bus shelter
Bigbury-on-Sea.
Agendas and Meeting Arrangements
Bigbury Drums (Mail Chimp) and The Bigbury Community website will
include posters of all Agendas and meeting arrangements, Public Consultations,
Road Closures etc.
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•

local resident protections will be
enshrined in a legal agreement
to ensure this is maintained in
perpetuity.
Allocation of housing will be
through the formation of an
allocation committee (comprising
representation of the Parish Council
and South Hams District Council).

Current Planning Applications and comments deadlines
Bigbury Drums will publish direct links to the relevant sites on the South Hams
District Council planning portal. The applications being reviewed by the parish
council will normally be listed in the Monthly Meeting Agenda.

VICE CHAIRMAN George Rosevear
cllrgRosevear.bigburypc@gmail.com
01548 831427
COUNCILLORS
Cathy Case
01548 810079
Cllrccase.bigburypc.@gmail.com
Valerie Scott
01548 810336
Cllrscott.bigburypc@gmail.com
Sharon Smith
01548 810115
CllrSmith.bigburypc@gmail.com
Stuart Watts
01548 810373
CllrsWatts.bigburypc@gmail.com
Keely Holland
01548 810891
Cllrholland.bigburypc@gmail.com
PARISH CLERK
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

LOCAL FAMILY
with 3 young children
wanting to buy a house
around Modbury, Kingston,
Ringmore etc.
Looking for somewhere with
a big garden
for sports mad boys.
We have been renting for the
last 3 years and are desperate
to buy, we have no chain.
Please contact
Jo 07941 116259 or
Jake 07817 868667
if you can help”

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist
LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

Looking for more from your holiday
cottage agency? Then speak to
award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.
Our experienced team of property
managers have the knowledge to
ensure that your investment fulfils its
potential throughout the year.
Call us now for free and honest advice.

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

A warm Bigbury Welcome to
Jeremy, Jacquie and family
who have moved into Lynn Hiscock’s
old house in Bigbury-on-Sea.

INVITATION
If you are new to Bigbury and would like
to ‘say hello’ to everyone...or maybe you
have been coming down to your home in
Bigbury for many years but never ‘said
hello’...perhaps now is the time to join in
more with the local Community? Please
feel warmly welcome to write in and
introduce yourselves.
Just write a short Letter to the Editor”
with your greeting. Who are you?
Where have you come from? What are
your interests? Your contacts? Maybe
someone will have some interests in
common and get in touch. Please join in..
Bigbury is not just a Beach
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

SIGN UP

to a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter
about local events and alerts, via
email. Please complete the on-line
form or contact the editor.

bigburydrums@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com
Your help is critical for

LOCAL FAMILIES
IN CRISIS

Covid-19 has destroyed jobs and left some people
without the income to get through these unprecedented times.

Needs our support.

Please donate essential items to top up the Food Bank warehouse inventory so that
they can deliver £4,000 of Emergency Supplies every week to 140 homes
- including very local families.

Just pick up a

READY-FILLED
FOOD BANK DONATION BAG
in the trolley by the front door of Holywell Stores, St Ann’s Chapel
and pay for it at the till with your own shopping

£2 or £4 Bags
You can also do this at Kingsbridge Morrisons and Tesco.
These items contribute to the Weekly Groceries to be delivered to
Families in Crisis by Kingsbridge Food Bank

DO YOU NEED HELP?
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO MAY NEED HELP?
Contact the Food Bank Manager, Gerrie:
info@kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk 07759 683567
ALSO NEEDED - NEW Christmas gifts for adults and children
Please drop off Christmas Gift donations at Holywell Stores

HOLYWELL

STORES
Amazing Value Locally

Your one-stop shop

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
offers start 29/01/2020-18/02/2020
Kenco Coffee 100g PM£3.49= £2.25
MCV Biscuit=2 for £2.00
Kelloggs bran/k/rice krispies/coco pop white=£2.00
Post Office Hours MON - FRI 9am to 5pm SAT 9am to 1pm
Hellmanns Sqzy Mayo 430ml=£1.50
Comfort
60 -wash
Shop
Hours: Intense
MON
SAT Half
7am- Price=£2.75
to 7pm SUN 8am to 5pm
Andrex 16 roll=£6.00
Barefoot=£5.99
Felix & Whiskas cat food 12x100g=£3.00
Winalot dog food 12x100g=£2.50
Holywell Stores & Post Office, St. Ann’s Chapel, Bigbury
Shop Open
Mon - Sat 7am - 7pm and Sun 8am - 5 pm
Post Collected: Mon-Fri 3.45 pm & Sat 11.45

am

Post Office Open: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

PLEASE
SHOP LOCALLY

Free Car Parking behind the shop
Tel: 01548 810308
Email: holywellstores@outlook.com
www.holywellstores.com

New Fundraising Book
‘Bigbury Past & Present’
Available to order now!
A nostalgic collection of over 100
photographs from c1890 to the present day,
accompanied by a descriptive narrative.

BIGBURY PAST &
PRESENT

Created to raise money for the
restoration of the Tower and Bells of
St Lawrence Church, Bigbury. All
profits on the sale donated to this cause.

NEW
paperback version
£7
Get your copy at
HOLYWELL STORES
& FRYER TUCKS
& THE BEACH SHOP
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
01548 810991

A unique hand-bound book.
A5 hardback format, containing 44 colour
pages.
Book features Bigbury Parish including:
Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-Sea, Bigbury,
St Ann’s Chapel & Easton.

An ideal gift for those who know
Bigbury or to add to a holiday let!

Copies will be available to purchase in Holywell Stores,
direct or by post from Jill Gubbins : 01548 810651,
or by emailing : bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

£19.95 (+ £3.90 P&P)

Book comes cellophane wrapped and
includes four printed postcards!

