BIGBURY NEWS
DEC 19/JAN 2020

Issue 452

www.bigburynews.com

BIGBURY
COMMUNITY COFFEE
Wed 4th Dec 10.30 - Noon
No events in Jan or Feb

WINES for CHRISTMAS

Wed 6th Dec 7p.m. MHall (sold out)

BIGBURY TREE PEOPLE
Tree planting
Sat 7th & Sun 8th Dec 10 am -3pm

SCRIBBLERS & SCRIBES
Mon 9th Dec 6 - 8 pm

BIGBURY LADIES

Elizabeth House Mon 9th Dec

BIGBURY QUILT

Tues 10th Dec & 14th Jan

KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wed 11th Dec 4.15 - 6.15 pm MHall

PARISH COUNCIL
Wed 11th Dec & 8th Jan
7:30 p.m. MHall

GENERAL ELECTION
Polling Station M Hall
Thurs 12 Dec 7.00 am to 10.pm

FESTIVE CONCERT
Sat 14th Dec, 4.30 pm
St Lawrence Church, Bigbury

FILLING STATION
Thurs 16th Jan
7.30 - 9.00 pm MHall
(no meeting in December)

CAROLS on the GREEN
Christmas Eve 6.30 pm

BOXING DAY DIP

Sedgewell Slipway, 11.00 am

QUIZ NIGHT
Fri 10th Jan 7.00 pm MHall

Charterlands Chatter

SIGN UP on line for BIGBURY DRUMS weekly e-News for EVENTS and ALERTS

www.bigburynews.com

BIGBURY NEWS 2020
Six, full colour bumper issues: FEB/MAR
(copy date 15 Jan); APR/MAY (copy date 15 March);
JUNE/JULY (copy date 15 May); AUG/SEPT
(copy date 15 July); OCT/NOV (copy date 15 Sept) and
DEC/JAN (copy date 15 Nov).

Five, slim, black & white versions in MARCH
(copy date 15 Feb); MAY (copy date 15 April); JULY
(copy date 15 June); SEPT (copy date 15 Aug);
NOVEMBER (copy date 15 Oct). This will
feature social club reports, events, Memorial
Hall page, Church page and Bigbury Parish
Council minutes. There will be no Bigbury
News in JANUARY.

Adverts will appear in the colour issues and
in the Bigbury Business Directory which will
be distributed as a hard copy with the FEB/
MARCH Bigbury News to 450 households.
The Business Directory can be downloaded
from our website: www.bigburynews.com

***** LOCALS OFFER *****
This winter, use the secret code
"Bigfishlittlefish"
when you arrive at The Shack to
get our special offers menu
Big Plates - Small Prices
Book online at www.oystershack.co.uk
Or telephone 01548 810876
Milburn Orchard Farm, Stakes Hill, Bigbury, TQ7 4BE
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Dear Readers,
It has been a pleasure to produce Bigbury
News and Bigbury Drums this year. Many
thanks to the huge team of local helpers
and writers who contribute their time and
energy to make this possible. Thanks
to the dedicated readers who have contributed through sponsorship every year,
Bigbury Parish Council for their donation
and support and to our advertisers - without whom we would not be able to publish
Bigbury News.
Bigbury is a wonderful place to live. It is a
caring, vibrant community and it’s spirit is
infectious. We would like to engage more
of our second home owners in local events
and fund-raisers. We hope that some of
you will one day be residents, so please
start now and join in local events. Subscribe to Bigbury Drums so that you know
when these events are planned and come
and see us. I hope that Bigbury News
has played a role in reflecting the character, history and sense of community that
makes Bigbury - Bigbury.
This is your magazine. Please continue to
support it in any way that you can. If you
would like to join the team, please get in
touch. Many hands make small work.

Happy Christmas
and all the Best for 2020

Louise Wainwright
Editor Bigbury News & Bigbury Drums

BIGBURY
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Please help to keep our
Community alive
by supporting
local businesses and jobs.

See Beach Banter for details of the Boxing
Day Dip at Sedgewell Slipway!
Prepared by Bigbury News from details of advertisers. If you would like to advertise your business in
Bigbury News please contact our Advertising Manager - bigburynewsads@gmail.com

FREE COPIES

Bigbury News - to 450 homes & businesses
in Bigbury

ANNUAL DONATIONS
from supporters welcome/needed!

Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to
The Editor, Bigbury News, Long Easton,
Easton, TQ7 4AN.
OR ask the Treasurer for BACS details
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

FREE DOWNLOADS
www.bigburynews.com

CONTENTS

Subscribe on line to our weekly
email listings of local events
www.bigburynews.com

Next BUMPER colour issue
FEB/MAR (copy date 15 JAN)
No Bigbury News in January
Next SLIM black & white issue
MARCH (copy date 15 FEB)
Contributors: Stuart Watts & Fiona Barker
(Bigbury Bio Blog), Richard Matthews
(Parish Minutes), Valerie Scott (Neighbourhood Plan), Marlene Johnson (Nineteenth
Hole), Alice Taylor (Hedgerow News),
Louise Pitt (Youth Club) Eamonn & Linda
Bryes (Bigbury Watch) Rusty (ODA Agent)
and Monty (The Pub Cat) and The Old
Cockerel (Weather Watch), Dawn Trower
(Wellbeing Spotlight), Gary McGuire
(McBars Jars), The Wednesday Club (Bigbury Bites), Jessica Tatton-Brown (National
Trust).
Event Reporters: Sally Watts and Charles
Harrington, Michael Tagent, Pam Trundle,
Julia Stuchfield, Jean Wright and Yvonne
Klidjian, Photo credits: Louise Wainwright,,
Marlene Johnson, Mike Wynn Powell.
DISCLAIMER
Bigbury News and Editor cannot be held responsible
for any loss or inconvenience caused by any inaccurate
information contained within this magazine. Please
contact the relevant party directly to confirm the details
of any information or event. Inclusion of a business
advertisement does not imply a recommendation by
Bigbury News or the Editor. Please take up references of
previous clients or customers before enlisting the services
or products advertised herein.

Editor Louise Wainwright bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 07908 525663 (01548) 810991 Long Easton Bigbury TQ7 4AN
Advertising Marina Leadbetter; Treasurer Henry Wainwright; Production Manager Henry Wainwright; Compilation Team Sharon Smith,
Maggie Best and Angie Carson; Preflight Checks Lucinda & Aidan Ellis; Distribution Managers: Dane and Hilary Vanstone; Bigbury Communications Team Stuart Watts, Lucinda & Aidan Ellis, Rose Owen, Valerie Scott and John Davies; Distribution Team Simone Stevens, Jim Bennett, Don
Dyke, Peter & Gill Cook, Trish Bagley, Jill Gubbins, Suzy Owlett, Danny Grace, Burgh Island Causeway, NISA shop, Park Dean, Noel & Ursula Thornton,
Sally Watts, Margaret Singleton, John Simes, Elise Wilson, Jenny Very, Jane Tucker, Ann Lamble, Burgh Island, Pickwick, Hexdown, Oyster Shack, Venus
Cafe, Jas & Jaswinder Kooner at Holywell Stores.
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

November has been a busy month at the Hall. On the 7th we staged the latest in our
series of Film and Food Nights. It was great that over fifty people turned up - one of
the highest attendances for this event – and they were rewarded with a highly enjoyable
film (“Fisherman’s Friends”), preceded by a very tasty fish pie, courtesy of the Dinner
Service.
The other two events are yet to happen at the time of writing. On the 19th we’re holding a table tennis “taster” session to assess how much interest there might be in having
a regular evening. I’ll report on this in the next issue of Bigbury News.
On the 22nd we welcome Totnes based folk duo Harbottle & Jonas to the Hall. At the
moment ticket sales are going well so a great evening is anticipated.
Our remaining event before Christmas is another regular - a Wine Tasting Evening on
December 6th. Barrel & Still will be presenting eight wines, accompanied by delicious
nibbles laid on by the Hall Committee. Numbers are limited for this and, unfortunately,
it’s now fully subscribed.
The New Year kicks off in traditional style on 10th January at 7.00 p.m. with our annual Quiz. At £6 per person, including a pasty each and a bottle of wine per team, this is
great value. Tickets are on sale at Holywell Stores – see poster for details.
Finally, the 50/100 Club restarts early in the New Year. After several highly successful
years, Mike and Rita Baker are handing thus over to Peter and Gill Cook. Tickets are
available at Holywell Stores or direct from Peter and Gill on 810156.

Charles Harrington.
Tel. 810023. Email charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

MEMORIAL HALL EVENTS (Dec 2019 & Jan 2020)
St Ann’s Chapel TQ7 4HQ

Day & Time
Activity
Organiser
Contact no
Mon. 9.30 – 10.10
Aerobics
Jill Gubbins
810651
10.15 – 11.15
Pilates		
Jill Gubbins
810651
11.30 – 12.10
Strong & Steady
Jill Gubbins
810651
			(plus tea)
Tues. 17.30 - 19.30
Youth Club
Juliette Jackson
810307
Pilates		
Jill Gubbins
810651
Thurs. 9.15 – 10.15
10.15 – 10.30
Bones Bonus
Jill Gubbins
810651
19.30 – 21.30
South Hams
Gilbert Snook
810017
Filling Station 3rd Thurs. of month excl. Dec & Aug
Please contact the organisers for Christmas holiday dates for clubs.
DECEMBER events:
Friday 6th December: Wine tasting : 7.00pm. Barrett & Still.
FUTURE Events:
Friday 10th January 2020 7.00pm Annual Quiz – see poster in this issue for details.
Tickets available from Holywell Stores later in December
50/100 Club. 1st draw will take place early next year. Tickets £10 from Peter and Gill
Cook (tel. 810156)

BIGBURY
NEW BEES
Do you know of any new arrivals,
whether they are second home owners
or permanent residents, in Bigbury?
Perhaps you are the new Arrival?
What ever the case, we would like to
meet you. Please send in your details
to Bigbury News Bees.

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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NATIONAL TRUST
NEWS

BIGBURY COMMUNITY
COFFEE MORNING

December is a fantastic month to get out
and visit some of South Devon’s stunning
estuaries. With no leaves on the trees the
views of these secret spaces are best at
this time of year. Many birds visit Britain
in the winter to escape from the cold further north. Look out for Redshank, Curlews and even a Black-tailed Godwit.

On Wednesday 6th November we
raised £240 for South Hams Hospital
League of Friends. A big thank you to
everybody who came and supported us
so generously.
Many thanks to Kate and Mandy from
the Shop at the Top in Modbury who
came along with some lovely clothes
and reminded us to recycle the clothes
we no longer wear or need.

Thanks to everyone who came to Apple
day in Ringmore, in October to enjoy
the acres of stunning cakes and delicious
mulled Ringmore apple juice. In Ringmore woods woodland management work
is underway this season, creating a structurally and species diverse woodland, this
means that some tree work has been done
opening up the canopy, allowing sunlight
to access the woodland floor, increasing
the diversity of plants and understorey
species, felled trees are left intact where
possible to provide the greatest range of
niches for invertebrates.

It was also lovely to have Bill with us
and to hear his enthusiasm about all the
good work that is carried out at South
Hams Hospital. There are numerous
clinics run by visiting consultants, X-ray
facilities, and physiotherapists. There is
a Minor Injury Unit and a Chemotherapy Unit. We are so fortunate to have
these facilities saving us the long trips to
Derriford or Torbay.
On Wednesday 4th December we will
be supporting St Lawrence Church. On
sale there will be homemade chutneys,
jams and marmalade. Christmas logs,
cakes, puddings and other Christmas
fare.
South Hams Society are keen to come
to Dec coffee morning. They will be
happy to come in Dec and say a few
words at the beginning(10.45 ish) and
then mingle!

THANK YOU to Jean & Yvonne and
their loyal team of helpers who are
always there to provide, not just a fund
raising event, but also a great social
event to meet up with old and new
friends.
It’s Christmas soon!
Let’s say a big THANK YOU to them
all by popping in to see them at their
last Coffee Morning of the year.

We do not hold coffee mornings in
Jan or Feb. Please come and support
our last coffee morning for this year
between 10.30 and noon.

Didn’t they do well! They raised
an impressive £2,699 in the last 12
months for local charities.

Jean and Yvonne.

Ed

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS

December 2018*		
Bell & Tower Restoration Fund
Modbury Caring (March)
Hope Cove Lifeboat (April)
Children’s Hospice SW (May)
Devon Air Ambulance (June)
Women of Cambodia (July)
Kingsbridge Triangle Centre (Aug)
St Luke’s Hospice (Sept)
Plymouth Cornwall Cancer Fund
South Hams League Friends

£2,699

£685
£242
£267
£256
£240
£237
£265
£267
£240
£240

BIGBURY
QUIZ NIGHT
2020
We’ll supply the questions, a
pasty each and one bottle of
wine per table of 6 people; you
provide the glasses, brain
power and any extra drink
required.

Bigbury Memorial Hall
7.00pm Friday 10th January 2020
Tickets £6 from Holywell Stores

Thanks to a grant from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development,
we have been working to improve access
along the South West Coast Path, works
have been conducted at 4 sites in South
Devon. Along Revelstoke Drive extensive
works have taken place to improve the
surface of the track, it has been scraped
back to its original width and multiple
new drains installed to pipe springs under
the track, whilst taking great care of
the historical carriageway on this iconic section of the SWCP. We hope you
notice far less mud and water underfoot
this winter. It is important to ask users
to respect that it is a public footpath - no
bikes please, and dogs on leads around
livestock.
15th December, 12noon – 3.00pm –
Festive fun – East Soar Farm. Join the
rangers at East Soar Outdoor Experience
to start off your festive break. Make your
own wreath or festive lantern to take
away. Have a go at campfire cooking, and
tick off some of your ‘50 things to do before you’re 11 ¾’ activities. All with the
warmth of a campfire and refreshments
from the café (charges apply for refreshments). It is just a gentle walk from the
car park to the farm. Blue badge holders
may drive down the track to park at the
farm. Please wear sturdy footwear and
warm comfortable clothing. Drive to East
Soar car park then walk along the track to
the farm. Postcode: TQ7 3DR Grid ref:
SX 713375
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and a
very happy and healthy New Year.

Jessica Tatton-Brown (Area Ranger)
01548 562344 or
Jessica.Tatton-Brown@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
SOCIAL GROUPS
BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Hazel Osborne (temporary contact)
hazel.osborne6@btinternet.com
BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle

01548 810719

HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington

01548 810023

BIGBURY COMMUNITY
COFFEE MORNING
Yvonne Klidjian and Jean Wright
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com
01548 810029
MEMORIAL HALL CHAIRMAN
Charles Harrington
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk 01548 810023

BIGBURY
LADIES

BIGBURY
BOOKWORMS

On Wednesday 20th November eleven
of us went to the Sloop at Bantham
and had an excellent lunch. It was
very nice to see Ozzie working there
– he used to work in the Golf Club
till early this year. We were very
happy to welcome a friend of Helen’s,
Emma who lives in Modbury and we
hope that she will be able to join us
on our future outings. We started off
at Helen’s and the very kind volunteer
drivers shared out passengers. There
was Helen, Emma, Jean, Rose, Rita,
Lynn, Jane, Hazel, Jo, Valerie and
myself.
Next month we are having our Christmas lunch at Elizabeth House, Plympton on MONDAY 9th December.
Please remember that anyone is
welcome to join us on our monthly
meetings. We are an informal group –
i.e. no chairman, secretary etc. Just a
group meeting on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month. Points of contact are:
Pam on 810791. Chris on 810 482.
Rita on 8104792

Pam Trundle

We met at Hazel’s for an enjoyable
afternoon and discussed Transcription
by Kate Atkinson.
Recruited as a transcriber and then spy
in WWll this story travels back and
forth in time. Years later she works for
the BBC as a radio producer and the
plot thickens.
As usual, there was a varied appreciation of the book, and was really
enjoyed by most of the group.
The December meeting will be on
Tuesday, 3rd. December. The venue is
yet to be arranged.

Julia Stuchfield

FREE TO A GOOD ‘HOME’
Full set of ladies clubs for a person who
is 5ft 6inches and 65kg so would suit
a lady or junior. We would really like
them to go to somebody keen to take up
golf. Contact is:
Kathryn Acklam on 810196.

DCC MOBILE LIBRARY
Tuesday 10th December
Bigbury-on-Sea
Cleveland Drive
Arrive: 12.40
Depart 13.25

Bigbury Green
Arrive: 14.00
Depart: 14.30
DEVON RURAL ARCHIVE
SHILSTONE, MODBURY, DEVON PL21 0TW
T: 01548 830832; E: office@dra.uk.net W: www.devonruralarchive.com

BOOK SALE
Tuesday 10th December 2019, 11am – 3pm.
Pop along to the archive, and help us rehome our
duplicate and out-of-scope books, as we offer them for
sale at great prices. The sale will include titles relating
to the history of Devon, Cornwall, Somerset and
Dorset, as well as books on many other varied
subjects.
The archive is fortunate to receive regular donations of
books for the collection, from DRA friends and
supporters. When a title matches the criteria of our
collection policy, and will help with the study of
Devon's buildings and landscapes, the book is entered
into our catalogue and made available to our visitors.
If a title is duplicated, and already part of our
collection, with the donor’s permission, we offer it
(along with out-of-scope material) for sale on our
second hand book stall.
All proceeds will go towards new resources for the DRA library and the on-going care of the
archive's growing collection. If you are a book lover, you will not want to miss this event!
There will also be a chance to explore the DRA collection in the library / research room and
view current exhibitions. Tea and coffee will be available to purchase.
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DANE & HILARY
ARE HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ALL THOSE JOBS
THAT YOU JUST CAN’T FIND TIME TO DO
HOUSEKEEPING – SMALL DIY PROJECTS
PAINTING & DECORATING – GARDENING
ONE OFF CHANGEOVERS – HOUSESITTING
DOG WALKING – SHOPPING TRIPS
NO JOB TOO SMALL, REASONABLE RATES, GIVE US A CALL
DANE – 07653110009
HILARY - 07746072749

REPORT A POT HOLE

CLUBS & SOCIETIES

devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole

There has been a lot of talk locally
about the state of our roads. Correct
reporting of potholes on the Devon
County Council website (see address
above) will help to prioritise works using their limited budget. The following
guide is from the above website.

Editor
Not all potholes that are reported to us
meet the criteria required to instigate
repair.
We will not ignore any reports, however, we have to prioritise our funding on
safety. We cannot afford to fix all of the
problems that are reported.
We will only repair potholes that are
deeper than 40mm, wider than 300mm
and have a vertical edge. Please see the
images below which illustrate a pothole
with a vertical edge:
Diagram below illustrates when a
pothole will be classed as an actionable
defect.

Diagram below illustrates when a pothole will NOT be classed as an actionable defect.

Overestimating the size of a pothole
does not mean that it will be fixed but
it does mean that we could end up
being charged for a wasted call out. The
impact of misreported potholes could
ultimately lead to further reductions in
the service we are able to provide.

Devon County Council

NINETEENTH HOLE
I am sure we will all be crossing fingers
and toes for a change in the rather unpleasant weather we have had in the recent
weeks. The rain seems to be interminable.
Thankfully, our course is managing to hold
up well in these difficult conditions.

ation (WPGA) competition. This first
ever competition was held at the Barton
Creek Golf Course in Austin Texas, with
an international field; the host country,
USA, were joined by GB&I, Canada,
Sweden and Australia. Tracy said that
when she received the invitation to be the
There were two very local winners of the
non-playing Captain of the GB&I team,
Bigbury Golf Club Mixed Knock-out this you could have knocked her over with a
year and congratulations to Maggie and
feather; also that it was a huge honour, one
Alan Best. This was especially pleasing
she is so very proud of and without doubt
for them as they have not been able to take the highlight of her career to date. Tracy's
part in the mixed competitions for a couple team of five came a very creditable third;
of years; Maggie and Alan say they were
they had a game plan for the final day to
so glad to be competing together again.
chase down their Canadian competitors,
Their first match was against last year's
reel them in and take the second spot.
finalists, followed by three more matches.
However, the Canadians had other plans as
Fortunately both were on very good form
they were putting up a real fight but were
for all matches, securing a very good win
not successful in overhauling the American
in the final, when they played against two team.
really good friends. It is always harder for
friends to play against each other, but the
Please remember our Clubhouse is a
final was played in good spirit. In the past welcoming place for non-golfers and you
Maggie and Alan have won the Bigbury
will be assured a warm welcome. Whilst it
Gerry Cup on four occasions, which is
may be a little early, on behalf of the Biga competition for couples. This is a very
bury Golf Club all readers of the Bigbury
difficult and not popular format but they
News are wished a Merry Christmas and
are glad to say they have always still been
Happy New Year.
speaking at the end of the matches. Well
Marlene Johnson
done Maggie and Alan, and you even
managed to snatch a photograph recently
when there was a bit of sun.
Another of the popular Knock-out Competitions has also been finalised, the Bigbury
Seniors, which saw Jason Holtom (handicap 14) and John Cocks (handicap 18) win
through to meet in the final. The match
was played towards the end of October, on
what can be described as a favourable day,
and proved to be a fitting final after some
hard fought earlier rounds. Our Seniors
Captain, Dave Bogue, reports that after
three holes, Jason had stormed into a three
shot lead. But, John doggedly battled on,
winning the 11th hole; John then birdied
the 17th hole leaving Jason just one up as
they stood on the 17th tee. Jason sunk a
rather nervous five footer to halve the final
hole, leaving him the Trophy Winner.

Below: Maggie & Alan Best

Our Ladies Section AGM was held
during November when Jane Rickman
was confirmed as our Captain, with Dot
Kenneth as her Vice Captain, and sincere
congratulations to them both. At the
AGM, thanks were especially recorded to
Maggie Best who has done a sterling job
as our Section's Secretary for four years.
Janet Burton has stepped up to take over
the reins from Maggie on 1st January, and
this is much appreciated.
All at Bigbury are again so very proud of
our Professional, Tracy Loveys. Tracy
was the Captain of the Great Britain and
Ireland (GB&I) team for the inaugural
Women's Professional Golfers Associ-
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5G or not 5G - THAT IS THE QUESTION!
The airwaves have been humming locally
about the failure of GigaClear to deliver
high speed broadband and it seems unlikely that this will happen in the near future.
There have been calls for our local MP to
intervene.
There are alternatives, which already exist.
Many homes in Bigbury may be able to
benefit immediately from faster speeds,
by simply upgrading their home router to
accommodate a data only SIM card offering unlimited data from the mobile phone
service provider (EE, Vodafone, etc.).
This can be at a price at or lower than
being discussed by GigaClear. We asked
an independent IT specialist to visit us at
Bigbury News and assess the network coverage. We found we can achieve 4G plus
and download speeds of 30 MB. Enough
to stream any movies etc. Therefore, no
GigaClear connection needed.
Of course, as some readers are aware the
mobile coverage in their location is limited
and this would not be possible. Mobile

signals do not go round corners, over hills
and through solid objects. See the explanation in the info panel (opposite). To
improve our local network, the community would need to widen the coverage of
our existing mobile signal (possibly with
well-positioned repeater aerials).
In addition, should Bigbury upgrade their
mobile system to 5G to achieve faster
speeds than 4G? This would require planning permission. There is no doubt that
local businesses and domestic households
would benefit from higher internet speeds
in Bigbury, and this would be something
for our Parish Council to consider. It
is alarming that Totnes Parish Council
objected to local 5G infrastructure because
of concerns over human health without
any scientific evidence. Interestingly, the
World Health Organisation and Health
England, who are authoritative, science
based and independent, have approved 5G.

Louise Wainwright

The FACTS about 5G
High voltage power lines and the
original mobile phone masts were all
accused of causing cancer when they
started going up in the 1980s/90s.
There has been no evidence of this
in the subsequent 30+ years. Mobile
phone usage has increased over +500%
in the last 25 years. Brain tumours diagnoses have risen by 34% in the same
period, which can be attributable to
earlier detection (due to better investigative tools and screening), modern
living and a whole host of factors.
Radiation is a scary word and everyone
“knows” that some forms of radiation
causes cancer. However not all forms
of radiation cause cancer.
The shorter the radiation the more
harmful it becomes. X-rays are one of
the shortest wavelength radiations and
these are only used in small bursts.
UV radiation, which has shorter wavelength than light, can cause some skin
cancers and is the major component of
sunburn of the skin.
Visible light radiation does not penetrate most solid objects and does not
penetrate or pass through people as an
example so no risk of brain tumours.
Mobile phone signals, whatever G, are
much longer than light radiation and
do not penetrate any object. Typically,
you need a frequency 100 million times
greater than the top band of 5G to be
able to penetrate human skin to the
same effect as light on a sunny day.
The reason you need lots of mobile
masts in cities and far fewer in the
countryside is that the mobile signals
can’t penetrate things very well. For
instance in hospitals there are currently
often multiple repeaters put into every
single ward to boost mobile signals
otherwise doctors would not be able to
be contacted when on call.

Typically, you need a frequency 100 million
times greater than the top band of 5G to be
able to penetrate human skin to the same
effect as light on a sunny day.
6

There is considerable evidence of
many other things in modern life that
are many more times harmful than mobile signals. These include, drinking
alcohol, sunbathing, fumes emitted
from car engines and aeroplanes,
eating processed meat, using solid fuel
fires in the home, and human hormone
therapies - all of which will expose
people to significantly higher cancer
risk than a mobile phone mast is ever
likely to.
Therefore, let the health experts like
WHO and Health England be the
judges on what is and is not safe.

r

Modbury Health Centre
Poundwell Meadow
Modbury PL21 0QL
01548 830666
www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

WELLBEING SPOTLIGHT

SEPSIS IN
ADULTS IS
A SERIOUS
CONDITION

that can initially look like
flu, gastroenteritis or a
chest infection. Sepsis
affects more than 250,000
people every year in the
UK.

n.

UK s.pm TNU �tr.-! chancy numti.r
lEn:I� & W�.s) I IS8$43

K I N G S B RI D G E
EYE CARE GROUP
1, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.

Tel: 01548 856854

Clinical Excellence
Full Eye Health Examinations
Contact Lens Specialists
Retinal Photography & Macula
Pigment Density Scan
Glaucoma Examinations
OCT Eye Scanning Examination
FREE Hearing Assessments
Luxury Designer Brands
Nigel Frost Optometrist
3, Chene Court
Modbury
01548 830944

Salcombe Eye Care
84, Fore Street
Salcombe
01548 843207

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk

-
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IT'S A SIMPLE QUESTION, BUT IT COULD SAVE A LIFE.

ANY CHILD WHO:

0 Is breathing very fast
8 Has a 'fit' or convulsion
0 Looks mottled,
bluish, or pale

0 Has a rash that does

not fade when you press It

0 Is very lethargic

or difficult to wake

0 Feels abnormally cold to touch
MIGHT HAVE SEPSIS

tall 999 and ask:could it be sepsis?
The UK Sepsis Trust �tered chanty number
{England & WMS) 11588-43

•

•

IT'S A. SIMPLE QUESTION, BUT IT COULD SAVE A. LIF!.

Could you spare a few hours for the
Modbury Caring Befriending Service?
Or - perhaps you feel that you, yourself
would benefit from a few hours a week
from a Befriender? The giving and
receiving of the gift of friendship is the
fabric of a strong Community.
Find out more from the Befriending
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison. 07554
997140 or modburycaring@gmail.com.
You can drop in to see her on
Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 noon at
the Modbury Parish Office by the Co-op
in Galpin Street, Modbury.
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COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CARD

ST LAWRENCE MATTERS
“There are known knowns, known unknowns,
and unknown unknowns” –
Donald Rumsfeld

You may have found a Bigbury
Christmas card in this issue of
Bigbury News. Thank you to
all the sponsors who put their
names in the card, which was
organised by Jill Gubbins.
Proceeds raised will be donated
to the Church Tower & Bell
Restoration Fund.

This is the start of a saga, the saga of the
restoration of the tower and spire of St
Lawrence, which is a project we are about
to embark on, and our intention is to keep
you up to date with the saga as it unfolds.
The church of St Lawrence dates from the
14th century but following a fire, which
any self - respecting church or cathedral
seems to have had, it was substantially
rebuilt in 1872. From that date it has
looked as it does today. St Lawrence is an
important part of Bigbury. It is our parish
church and central to the community. The
church also forms an important part of
the area’s architectural heritage. As such
it is a Grade 2* listed building – of all
listed buildings, Grade 2* form a mere 6%.
Thus, it falls on the current generation to
ensure the church is in a suitable state to
hand on to our successors.

Jill invited young people of
the parish to send in entries,
which are now displayed in the
church foyer. Well done all of
you. Winning entry: Marianne
Jackson.
If you want to join in next year
please keep an eye open for the
poster for 2020’s Bigbury Community Christmas Card.

LEST WE FORGET

Thanks to Cllr Sharon Smith and
her (former marine) husband, Bob
Smith who laid a wreath of Remembrance on behalf of the Bigbury
Parish Council at the war memorial
at St Lawrence church.

Whilst the church has been maintained by
dedicated volunteers over the years, the
time has now come for some major work
to make the spire and tower watertight, as
well as restoring the bells. Rainwater runs
down the internal walls of the tower, causing damage to internal floors and woodwork, problems which now need urgent
attention. That is the ‘known known’.
Work is currently in hand to accurately
assess the condition of the tower and the
bells. This requires the involvement of
specialist professionals – and for specialist
read expensive – in particular, an architect
approved by the Church of England and
a structural engineer. Even to get this far
has involved the removal of the damaged,
asbestos containing, ceiling of the ringing
chamber above the vestry to allow for a
safer, closer inspection of the bell chamber
and the inside of the tower. Once assessed, a works specification will be drawn
up and costs estimated. These are the
‘known unknowns’.
All of this takes money, lots of it. There
have been, and will continue to be, fund
raising activities. We will be seeking
money from grants, but it remains that we
will need to ask for contributions from the
community. This is a community project
which will need to be funded by the community. Further updates about the restoration works, and the fund raising to finance
them, will appear in the Bigbury News. In
the meantime, all offers of help, practical
or financial, are gratefully received by the
Parochial Council Building Sub Committee: Bryan Carson 810296 and Vic
Gubbins 810651. Until the next chapter,
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Vic Gubbins

Merry Christmas from

South Hams Filling Station

LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

Join us the 3rd
Thursday of
every month at
Bigbury
Memorial Hall,
7:30pm

Make your New
Years resolution
one of finding out
how much God
really loves you!

Often we are so concerned about the new stuff we
receive at Christmas that we sometimes forget that
Jesus is the reason for this celebration.
Take time to ponder on his great love for us and be
thankful that he came so we might live.
Have a joyful Christmas

NOTICE
There will be no Filling Station this December but we’ll be
back again on Thursday 16th January with new exciting
talks and special guest speakers.

BIGBURY CARES 2019
Macmillan Mammoth Quiz
Fiona Dukes & team
£1,103
Royal British Legion
£1,200
Tucker family & friends
St Luke’s Hospice
£120
Motor Neuron Disease Assoc. £120
Family & Friends Iris McSherry
East Dorset Marching Band
John Tucker & friends
£240
RNLI (Tom Crocker Day)
Burgh Island
£400
Devon Air Ambulance
£1,000
Viv & John Yandell
FRIENDS OF ST LAWRENCE’S

CALENDAR 2020
We have put together a calendar
for 2020 in aid of the Friends of St.
Lawrence’s, Bigbury. As we live in this
idyllic spot overlooking the church I
have taken numerous photos over the
years. Together with Richard’s selection of quotes and witty ditties, and
a couple of photos thanks to Helen’s
nephew, here is our visual tribute to St.
Lawrence’s. Copies available in the
church, from Holywell Stores, or from
us at silchestercellars@talktalk.net.

Gilbert Snook a member of All Hallows church Ringmore, writes:
‘Advent is the first season of the church year covering the month leading up to Christmas. It’s a time to look forward to the arrival of Jesus, both his birth 2000 years ago and
his promised second arrive which promises to be very dramatic.
I experience an advent at the start of 2019, i.e. retirement. For the last couple of years
I’d be wondering and worrying about what I would do when retired. The usual dreams
had come and gone like having a yacht in the Mediterranean; a second home somewhere warm; part time work. But to be honest all seemed a bit pointless compared
to committing myself more fully into serving within the church. But then retirement
arrived much sooner than I was expecting.
Soon after my new beginning I had a chat with Rev Matt and he was interested to know
if I could help with a few things and of course I was well prepared for this conversation.
After discussion it was concluded that it would really help Modbury Mission Community if I started a course that the Diocese of Exeter offers to equip people to help serve and
led in the local church.
So I’m now doing the Foundation Course in Christian Ministry. But getting to the initial
interview in Exeter was a challenge. On the day, the traffic in Exeter was at a standstill
making me late. Someone ran in the back of my car in one of the traffic jams. I fell over
when walking to the venue from the car park getting muddy in the process. The interview went well but I nearly fell over again destroying my umbrella on the way back to
the car.
This was a very poignant reminder that being a follower of Jesus is often a challenge.
This should be no surprise as we remember in Advent the challenges Mary and Joseph
had to overcome. Mary pregnant while still engaged. Convincing Joseph that she was
still a virgin. Having to journey to another town on the orders of the occupying troop for
a census. Becoming refugees in Egypt to escape the murderous King Herod.
Following Jesus is a challenge in so many ways but that is a price worth paying as he
makes sense of our lives and the world around. Find out more about following Jesus
yourself this Christmas. He is God’s gift to mankind

Alice Taylor

ST LAWRENCE
CHURCH FUND RAISING
2019
COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS

December 2018*		
Bell & Tower Restoration (March)

£685

£1,000
Friends of St Lawrence July 2019
CHURCH SUMMER FETE £1,703
Bell & Tower Restoration (August)
MILBURGAS GARAGE SALE £250

VICTORIAN TEA PARTY
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LIME KILNS
Tales of the Riverbank
The River Avon reaches into Bigbury and
Aveton Gifford from the sea and has provided passage and safe haven for sea faring
boats since time began here. As the tide
ebbs and flows each day, it entices us to
join in this ritual blessing of the river bank
by trusting in its ability to bring us safely
back to shore. On a warm weekend in August we did just that, and paddled a kayak
from the Stakes down to Bigbury-on-Sea.
The feeling of tranquillity, and being in
touch with times gone by, provided a
perfect escape from the crowded beach on
August bank holiday weekend. We pulled
heartily on the paddles as we glided past
the birds, trees and fish that call this their
home.
The abandoned oyster beds and lime kilns
on the shore line made us curious to learn
more about the history of these old ruins.
Who better to quiz about the history of
the lime kilns, than Roger Grimley? He
recently indulged our curiosity and told us
about the role the lime kilns had played in
local industry.

wooded valleys, probably for this reason.
There are remnants of a limekiln on Burgh
Island below the fisherman’s hut; one on
New Quay at Villa Crusoe; one on the
opposite shore to Villa Crusoe and a little
further inland and one at the tidal road.
Coal from South Wales would have been
thrown off the boats onto Sedgewell Sands
and Challaborough Beach and collected at
low tide.
The limekilns were owned by the Duke of
Cleveland. Tenants would have sold the
products of the limekilns around the parish. This would have made an important
contribution to the local economy until the
became commercially non-viable due to
the importation of fertilisers in the 1900s.

be minded around the clock. Carbon monoxide is released during the process and
several people are k own to have died as
they had huddled near the kiln for warmth
at night and had fallen inside.
Roads suitable for hauling the lime from
the lime kilns were needed to distribute
the products. The products from Burgh
Island were probably carted up, what is
now, Parker Road to reach the farmland at
the top of the hill. New Quay Road was
cut to hall the wares from New Quay at
Villa Crusoe. If you would like to discover
more about our lime kilns - why not visit
the Devon Rural Archives near Modbury?

Louise Wainwright

It would take about 7 days to produce the
agricultural lime; one day to load the layers
of limestone and wood; 2 - 3 days to burn
and 2 days to unload. It was a skilled and
sometimes dangerous job, as the layers had
to be built properly to optimise the burn.
During the burning period it would need to

They were built to produce agricultural
lime to improve the local productivity of
acidic soils and make the mortar for buildings in the 17th & 18th centuries. These
iconic remnants of a bygone era received
the barges which brought limestone up
river from the many quarries in Plymouth.
There were so many quarries opened up
near Plymouth that they needed to find
other locations for processing it.
Wood and coke were required to fuel the
lime kilns. Three of the lime kilns in the
lower reaches of the Avon are sited in

SAVE BIGBURY HEDGEHOGS
Good news: we continue to have sightings
of our orphan hedgehog brothers on the
night time camera. Bad news: we also
have had sighting of the odd rat visiting
the feeding station to help themselves the
hedgehogs’ supplementary food!
We did NOT want to use rat poisons or
traps because this would undoubtedly
have killed the hedgehogs as well. We
discussed the problem with some of our
neighbours and, together, came up with
the following solution.
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The hedgehog feeding station was moved
from the hedgerow to a concealed site
very near our front door. Hedgehogs are
much less afraid of the ‘smell’ of humans than rats. Rats are are less likely to
visit a feeding station near the house. By
not putting poison down, we were also
protecting any feral cats in the neighbour-

hood who will continue to help reduce the
rat population.
We will continue to monitor the comings
and goings at the feeding station and
report back to you on progress.
One of our neighbours has had considerable success in keeping vermin out of his
garage by using an ultrasonic rat/mice
deterrent. We will also invest in such a
device if we find the rats are not as shy as
we think they should be!
If you have a problem with vermin PLEASE DO NOT USE POISON. Think
of the hedgehogs’ plight. They are an
endangered species. Please try other methods such as: local hygiene; keeping feedstuffs for other animals tightly contained
in sealed units and clean up any spillage
of food; use ultra sonic repellent devices,
allow access to feral cats etc.

Please check for hedgehogs before using
strimmers in overgrown areas this autumn
as this could be a refuge for hedgehogs.
Please move bonfire and check for hedgehogs before lighting them.

Louise Wainwright

Please report hedgehog sightings for the
BIGBURY HEDGEHOG MAP to:
Louise Pitt (louiseapitt@gmail.com )
Juliette Jackson
(jjackson@seadreameducation.com)

Limekiln near
private car park at
Millbourn Orchard

West Hoe Quarry,
Plymouth circa 1825

Experts in waterside living
for over 150 years.

Limestone was transported
long distances to places
lacking in limestone, it
was brought from quarries
by ship and barge in the
absence of good roads,
water was the cheapest
and most reliable form of
transport.

SUMMER OPENING
from 27 March
WED - SAT
10.00 am to 6.00 pm

More than you’re looking for.
Savills South Hams
01548 800462
sjchick@savills.com

savills.co.uk
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CONCERT - ST LAWRENCE CHURCH - Sat 14th Dec 4.30 pm
companying them in exams and coaching
them about practice methods, and how to
maximise their potential.

Bigbury youngsters are in for a treat as
we have a gifted piano teacher in our
midst who is passionate about helping
young people to enjoy music and reach
their full potential. Perhaps something to
think about in 2020? Whilst you ponder
on this by the Christmas fireside - why
don’t you come and listen to some of her
students perform in public at St Lawrence
Church, Bigbury on Saturday 14th December (see poster)?
Jo Highley moved from Combe to
Bigbury a few weeks ago and is hoping
to interest more local children in having
piano lessons with her. Jo is an ex-solicitor who has re-trained as a piano teacher
which has enabled her to spend time
doing what she likes best, which is to play
the piano! In her teaching she uses the
Suzuki Method which is based on the
“mother tongue” theory - that children
are able to learn to play an instrument in
the same way as they learn to speak - by
using their senses to copy others. For this
reason there is no music-reading for the
first couple of years, and lots of listening to recordings. The marvellous thing
about this method is that every child can
learn to play, just as every child learns to
speak.
In addition to teaching piano Jo helps
youngsters to play other instruments, ac-

Jo also gives piano duet concerts with her
duet partner and friend, Sue, who leads
the Modbury Gospel Singers, sings in
a barbershop quartet, plays the organ in
church and directs the music for the Modbury Players. She gains a huge amount
of satisfaction from helping youngsters to
play as well as they can.

Jo Highley with one of her
students at her home in Bigbury

At the concert on Saturday 14th December, Jo will be accompanied by Clare
Garton- Springer, from Easton. Many
of you will know Clare, who is equally as
passionate about the cello. Clare studied
cello at Birmingham Conservatoire, 19751979 with Antonia Butler, gaining recital
and teaching qualifications with distinction. In her final year she was winner of
Birmingham & Midland Institute String
Recital Prize.
She lived both in London and West
Berkshire following graduation, combining freelancing as cellist with some cello
teaching. Whilst essentially still a modern cellist, she played with amongst other
groups orchestra Oxford Pro Musica,she
was a founder member and lead cello in
the Newbury Sinfonia. Chamber music
being her main passion, Clare was at this
time also cellist of the Westbrook Piano
Trio, which gave concert series covering
the piano trio, quartet and quintet repertoire over a period of five or so years.
This included the works of Haydn, Mozart, Schubert, Beethoven and Dvorak,
also sonatas of Beethoven, Brahms Eminor and Fmajor, alongside Rachmaninov
and Delius; a wonderful period covering
much of the chamber music canon.
A change to Baroque cello in the ‘90’s led
Clare to study with cellists Charles Medlam ( London Baroque) and Jenny WardClarke and took her playing in a new
direction. She also studied with Jaap Ter
Linden and Judy Tarling for performance
style. It’s in this area that she now finds
her interest, and since moving to South
Devon in 1999 with her family, she has
played with Dorset Baroque, The Linley
Band, West Barok and Devon Baroque.
She teaches cello from home, and plays a
cello by Klotz, dated 1753.
Clare and Jo will be playing some duets
for your enjoyment. Hope to see you
there.

Jo, Clare and Louise
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BIGBURY TREE PEOPLE
National Tree Week
You are either reading this item in National Tree Week (23rd Nov - 1st Dec 2019)
or very soon afterwards. National Tree
Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking the start of the winter
tree planting season (November to March
each year). . National Tree Week is a great
chance for communities to do something
positive for their local tree-scape.

Ash dieback disease is
spreading throughout Devon
Losing one of our most abundant native trees will have
a massive effect on our landscapes, hedges and the wildlife
they support. Dying trees adjacent to highways and other
public places also pose safety risks to people.

The Tree Council
(www.treecouncil.org.uk) says, “trees do
so much for us every day. They give us
oxygen, store carbon, improve air quality,
conserve water, preserve soil, support
wildlife and are a key solution to climate
change. They also make our communities
more beautiful and improve our wellbeing”.
The Woodland Trust
(www.woodlandtrust.org.uk) is currently
offering part grants for woodland planting. This includes the wood to be planted
in the field adjacent to the turning down
to Easton from the Stakes Hill road (put
this reference into Google maps to find
the location: 50.306604, -3.869632).. If
you would like to help establish this wood
and would like to help plant some trees,
then come to our tree planting week-end.
There are over a 1,000 trees to be planted
and we are organizing a tree planting
week-end (7 and 8 December 2019) so
if you fancy helping please call Henry
on 01548 810991. Henry will provide
instructions on what to bring and when
to come. If you are also planning to plant
trees in Bigbury, please let us know, so
that we can help get the message out if
you need some help.

Henry Wainwright

The time for action is now!

Over 90% of ash trees in Devon are likely
to be infected with the disease. 448,000 ash
trees are within falling distance of a highway
in Devon. 99% of these trees are the
responsibility of private landowners.

My Tree?
My Responsibility!

Letter from Devon County Council to Bigbury Parish Council
Ash Dieback
As I’m sure you will be aware, ash dieback is one of a series of diseases which pose a huge
risk to Devon’s trees. With the disease already widely distributed across the county, we
expect over 90% our native ash trees to be lost over the coming years.
DCC is working closely with the Devon Ash Dieback Resilience Forum to promote
awareness of the disease and to encourage timely action to address the public safety and
environmental implications. If you would like more information, please take a look at the
new web site at: www.devonashdieback.org.uk

Promoting Tree Planting
Never before has there been a more urgent need to promote new tree planting, particularly
to help compensate for the millions of ash trees that will be lost across Devon, but also in
response to the Devon Climate Emergency.
For your reference, we will be launching a ‘Free Tree Scheme’ over the coming week,
working in partnership with The Woodland Trust. Packs of native broadleaved trees will
be supplied to property / land owners who are willing to plant and maintain these. Although only a small-scale ‘trial’ in the first instance, we will be working with the Devon
Ash Dieback Resilience Forum to extend this over the coming few years.
We also hope to encourage a few Parish / Town Councils to plant a ‘landmark tree’ (i.e.
specimen trees, intended to be planted in prominent locations with public visibility and
access), by also making these available free of charge. Details of these schemes will be
published on the ash dieback web (link above).
Finally, you might like to note that National Tree Week runs from 23rd November to 1st
December and provides the ideal time to get involved in tree planting events. To help promote this, we will be staging a small tree planting event in the County Hall grounds on 29th
November, involving representatives from the Devon Youth Parliament and a few pupils
from St. Leonards School. If you require any further information on these issues, please
contact either Peter Chamberlain or Melanie Croll.

DCC Environment Group
nature@devon.gov.uk
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A golden cove to
call your own...

A few of our
favourite things about
Challaborough Bay
Holiday Park...

with holiday home ownership at
Challaborough Bay Holiday Park

• Set in the lush and
beautiful South Devon,
these are the most idyllic
seaside getaways
• Dogs are welcome
year-round and we have
a walking meadow just
for them
• A golden, gently shelving
beach is moments from
your door

holiday homes from

£18,995

*

4HUlet to
If you haveTQ7
a holiday
Pop our postcode
advertise in Bigbury
News your Sat
Navour
please get inintotouch
with
Advertising Manager,
Marina Leadbetter.
bigburynewsads@gmail.com
Give us a call on 01548 800 475
Thank you for supporting
Or visit us online at parkdeanresorts.co.uk/own-chaBigbury News.

take the first step on your ownership journey...

*Prices vary between models and Parkdean Resorts parks. Subject to availability. All prices include VAT. Images are for illustration purposes.

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 All Hard Floor Cleaning
 Domestic & Commercial
Cleaning
 Window Cleaning & Gutter
Vaccuming
 Ground & High Level Pressure
Washing
 Valeting
 Holiday Home Changeover &
Caretaking Packages
Tel: 01548 854313
Email: info@fine-shine.com

We take care of your home

For holiday homes, private second
homes and estates in Bigbury on Sea
Property management services
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01548 843 680
pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

BIGBURY WATCH

Avon Mill
Garden Centre • Café • B&B
䢢

䢢

To receive crime alerts emailed
directly to your in-box - subscribe
to Devon & Cornwall ALERT.

Art & Crafts • Boutique • Florist 䢢

https://alerts.dc.police.uk
You can decide what topics you
need to know about (marine crime,
householder issues, fraud etc.)

Contact our Bigbury Watch Team Eamonn and Linda Brynes.
NEW Home number 01548 810186
mobile 07790485102
eamonnandlinda@hotmail.co.uk

Police warning after
elderly residents are targeted

Woodland walks • Dogs welcome
Independent shops • Plenty of parking
Breakfasts, lunches & ‘ Devon Cream Teas ’

䣎䣱䣦䣦䣫䣵䣹䣧䣮䣮䢢•䢢䣍䣫䣰䣩䣵䣤䣴䣫䣦䣩䣧䢢•䢢䣆䣧䣸䣱䣰䢢•䢢䣖䣓䢹䢢䢶䣆䣆䢢
䣹䣹䣹䢰䣣䣸䣱䣰䣯䣫䣮䣮䢰䣥䣱䣯䢢䢢䢲䢳䢷䢶䢺䢢䢷䢷䢲䢵䢵䢺䢢䢢䢢䢢䢢䢢䢢䢢

Police are warning people to remain vigilant
after fraudsters targeted elderly victims
in Exeter and Mid Devon with telephone
scams. Officers have urged householders to
never provide any personal details if contacted by strangers following a pair of separate incidents on Tuesday 19 November.
Devon and Cornwall Police is advising
residents that an officer, or your bank, will
NEVER: :
•

Phone and ask you for your PIN or full
banking password;

•

Ask you to withdraw money to hand
over to them for safe-keeping;

•

Ask you to transfer money out of your
account;

•

Send someone to your home to collect
cash, PINs, cards or cheque books

Report fraud here:
www.actionfraud.police.uk
Message Sent By

Linzi Berryman
DC Alert Officer,
Devon & Cornwall Police,
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Harbottle & Jonas Trio.
A great evening hosted by Villages in Action.
Photos: Mike Wynne Powell
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BIGBURY ARTISTS
Art for Goodness Sake

“They carried out a
number of viewings
in short succession
which resulted in a
swift sale.”

“Thank you for
going the extra
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic
advice on valuation, regular feedback on
viewings and progress updates through to
completion – exactly what you want when
selling!”

There is a lot of artistic talent out
there in Bigbury and nearby parishes.
Can we muster up enough artistic
energy to have an exhibition in the
Memorial Hall next Spring?
Is there anyone out there who might
like to organise a club for artists and
get people together regularly to share
visions, colour and company?
Please use Bigbury Drums to promote any events of this nature. Contact the Editor
bigburydrums@gmail.com

“A belated thank you to you
for all your help and support
in finding us our new home.”
“We just wanted to take the
opportunity to say a big thank you to
you all for all your hard work in selling
our house. We really appreciated your
friendliness, patience and that you
work so well together as a team.”

CALLING
ALL
ARTISTS

100
95
75

25
5

01548 830831

0

Waterside Property

Bigbury News 2019
16 April 2019 11:01:39
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FARM SHOP
CLOSING
As of the 21st December the farm shop will
no longer be trading as a shop.
Firstly THANK YOU to my loyal band of
customers, some of whom have been coming here for the last 15 years.
So what next??
Some of you will be aware that we do a
Whats App for veg. We let you know what
is available and you can let us know what
you want. If you are interested and you
have a smart phone, then Trish can add you
to the group when you supply your mobile
phone number.
On a Tuesday we send out an availability
list and you can reply by Weds eve with
what you would like. We then pick the
veg and bag it on a Thursday and it can
be collected from various points. One of
the collection points will be the farm shop
building and hopefully others in Ringmore
and St,Annes (not yet confirmed).
If you don’t want anything you just don’t
reply. Therefore you only get veg you want.
If you would like more info or to sign
up please call Linda (810923) or Trish
(810053).
Hanging Baskets and other plant requests
and orders will still be available but you
will need to contact Linda by early March
so they can be planted up ready to be dispatched in May.
Veg, marmalade & chutneys still available
from Holywell Stores. Thanks to Jaz

Linda
Turtle Farm Produce.
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10.00 AM to 3 PM

HEDGEROW NEWS
NETTLES AND DOCK LEAVES
Nettles (Urtica dioica)
The nettle is one of the most abundant and
useful plants in our hedgerows. For a number of butterfly species such as the comma,
tortoiseshell and peacock, it is their primary
food. On the compost heap nettles speed up
the decomposition process when well mixed
in with other greenery.
High in chlorophyll, the leaves of the Common Nettle were collected for dyeing camouflage nets during the Second World War.
They have also been widely used to make
textiles, going back as far as the Bronze Age.
Apart from the well known nettle soup (a
little too gritty for my taste), you can use
nettles as a spinach substitute, or to make
nettle beer, cordial, and tea.
Some brave (or you could say stupid) souls
take part in the Annual Marshwood World
Stinging Nettle Eating Championship in
Dorset. Their tongues swell and go black,
although they swear it is painless!

Dock (above left)

Nettles (above right)

You have heard the phrase “grasp the
nettle” – that is just what you have to do to
avoid being stung. It is a gentle brush of the
tiny hollow hairs on the underside of the
leaves and the stems that does the damage,
injecting histamine, amongst other chemicals, onto the skin.
Dock Leaves (Rubex obtusifolius)
Dock leaves are not the miracle antidote
to nettle stings as we have all been taught.
They are acidic, like nettles, and contain an
alkali which neutralizes the nettle venom.
They work because rubbing them releases a
sap which cools and soothes the skin.
According to J de Cuba, in his 1491 Hortus
Sanitatis, a much better remedy is goose
dung, if you happen to have some to hand!
Dock leaves can also be used as a spinach
substitute and to make tea. They have been
used successfully as a cure for styes, spots,
boils and pimples.

Alice Taylor
Hedgerow Correspondent

25 Burgh Island Causeway: 35 bookings for 2019

Join the South Devon
holiday letting experts
Following our strongest year of bookings on record, we are
looking for new holiday home owners to work with us.
Contact us today to find out about the outstanding level of
year-round bookings, bespoke property management service
options, and award-winning local support we could offer you.
Find out more | 01548 802179
Order a free Owners Guide | coastandcountry.co.uk
Meet our team | Visit us in Salcombe or Dartmouth
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Sailing ahead.

•
•

For customers who expect more
from their estate agent.

•
•
•
•
01548 550400
sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

Bigbury
Heating & Plumbing
01548 810313
07737 328495

S O U T H H AM S ’
L E A D I NG
E STAT E AG ENT

marchandpetit.co.uk

24 hour callout
Oil - LPG - Gas
DARTMOUTH KINGSBRIDGE MODBURY
NEWTON FERRERS SALCOMBE
TOTNES
LETTINGS
01803 839190 01548 857588 01548 831163 01752 873311
01548 844473 01803 847979 01548 855599

We are
based in
the South
Hams
Plumbing • Heating

Plumbing & Heating Service
& Repair Boiler Replacement
Long experience of installing and servicing
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer
Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area

Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com
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Oftec Number C5324 Gas Safe Number 569656

PRIME WATERFRONT
& COUNTRY HOUSE
01548 855590

mobile physio
Experiencing pain, stiffness, loss of movement?
Struggling with mobility or activities in the home?
Experiencing weakness, poor balance or falls?

THE CLINIC COMES TO YOU

www.mobilephysiosouthhams.com
07974810774 pbphysio@gmail.com

PAUL BRANDON Chartered Physiotherapist

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL SHELTER

Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001

www.countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE &
FURNITURE REMOVALS
We can help with collection of furniture which you would like to donate to
our charity for re-sale.
We desperately need volunteers for our
shops and warehouse
Local family business. Changeovers Fri & Sat. Laundry. Management. Key
holding. Spring cleans. For a friendly chat about a tailor made package to suit
your needs - give Lesley Harwood a call.

Donations of cat food always welcome in Tesco and Morrison stores in
Kingsbridge
THANK YOU

Organic and Vegan; Gluten, Wheat & dairy - free
Available from HOLYWELL STORES

Do you have a Bigbury Story to share
with us? Please send in your memoirs
- long or short. If you have any old
photographs or documents that you
would like help in scanning - Bigbury
News is keen to help out.
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THE PUB CAT SPEAKS
MONSTER MOGGIE ON
THE LOOSE!
Hello Pusspots. It’s yours truly again.
I’m laying in front of a lovely roaring fire
in the Artful Dodger pub typing this on
my ne Pussus ‘cat-top’ computer! My
friend Bruce – a very fine Persian Blue –
is so excited – I have bought him a present
for Pussmas. I will tell you, but you must
keep it a secret! It’s an adorable midnight
blue velvet waistcoat that will go perfectly
with the blue bowtie that I bought him
for Christmas last year. It’s such fun to
indulge one’s best friends. He will look
purrfect.
I say darlings, did you hear about a
‘monster moggie’ that is ‘on the loose’?
According to a completely reliable newspaper, ‘The Moon’, a terrified mother had
to pull her children - Anastasia and Xerxes - to safety as they were being circled
by a ‘leopard-spotted beast’ in the garden
of their humble Hampstead dwelling! It
was showing its teeth and snapping at the
children.
“I thought at first it was a cheetah, like
Bozza Johnson — or something that had
escaped from a zoo,” said the terrified
mother. The mum-of-four feared the
children were about to be savaged, so she
grabbed a toy horse and hurled it at the
beast in a bid to drive it away. She added:
“I screamed and threw a toy at it and
pulled the children inside, shutting the
glass behind me.” Apparently, the ‘monster cat’ then chewed the toy horse!
Now darlings, let us all think very carefully. Was this really a cat? My friend Bruce
thinks it was a Savannah ‘cat’ – a cross

between a domestic cat and a Serval – a
large African Wild Cat. They make cute
kittens but when they grow, their owners
dump them. Isn’t that awful?! And unfair
and plain wrong! Which brings me to an
important point. If anyone is thinking of
giving a cat or a dog as a Christmas present, remember it will not be a lovely ball
of fur for very long. If it is a cat, it will
grow into a beautiful, handsome, cultured
creature, like me, that will need to be part
of the family and cared for. If it is a dog
it will grow into something scruffy and
growly – like Jeremy Catflap - that runs
round in circles and widdles. So, think
carefully before you buy, Pusspots!

See you in 2020, m’dears!

Monty
PS. Think of those sad, sad people who
are setting off fireworks in the middle of
October. One frightened Bruce so much
he ran up the Xmas tree! Ha, ha!
PPS. And finally.
What not to give a cat?
It’s simple.
A dog.

So what is on my Christmas list for Santa
Paws? Well, I would like a nice big soft
cushion, a self-warming cat blanket, and a
lovely Spanish leather cat collar. Bill and
Nancy always give us a Christmas Catnip
Hamper – we can make the box into a
playhouse, and Bruce always wears the
lovely raffia bow on his head! Ha, ha!
Finally, Nancy read this from a book. It’s
all about Christmas. Bruce and I think it’s
lovely.
Yule, is when the dark half of the year
relinquishes to the light half. Starting the
next morning at sunrise, the sun climbs
just a little higher and stays a little longer
in the sky each day. Known as Solstice
Night, or the longest night of the year,
much celebration was to be had as the
ancestors awaited the rebirth of the Oak
King, the Sun King, the Giver of Life that
warmed the frozen Earth and made her to
bear forth from seeds protected through
the fall and winter in her womb. Bonfires
were lit in the fields, and crops and trees
were “wassailed” with toasts of spiced
cider.
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Remember, God gave us our memories so
that we might have roses in December!

The best gift for me is for all of you to
have a truly happy Christmas.

Organisers are invited
to send their events posters
to the weekly email shot
- Bigbury Drums
bigburydrums@gmail.com
YOU
can subscribe to receive the
events posters directly to your
in-box. Complete the on-line
form on our website.
www.bigburynews.com

SCRIBBLERS & SCRIBES
Local authors, Mary McCleary
and Carmen Henderson, will
feature in upcoming Scribes &
Scribblers features in Bigbury
News 2020.

THANK YOU!
I would like to send warmest Christmas
wishes to the merry band of writers who
have sought to entertain and educate us
with their contributions this year. My
time in the print room is much rewarded
by their regular endeavours. I hope they
will girdle their loins for more happy and
interesting repartees in 2020.

Books available in
Holywell Stores

If you would like to share some Bigbury
Stories of times gone by or share useful
information - please make yourself at
home. Send your suggestions to the
Editor.
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

Louise Wainwright

THE VOICE of REASON
MY CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Apparently the reason lay in the distance.
What did he expect me to do? Move to
I am ending this year on a note of optihim? But in that ensuing period between
mism which I want to share with you all.
thought and decision my sister was taken
Opportunity springs from unexpected oraway from me and adopted by some
igins all the time, and generally just when
people in a place called Liverpool, which,
one is not expecting it.
I trust, is as tasty as it sounds. And here’s
Only the other day I was idly doing a little the thing: when I hear him discussing my
canine surfing on my man’s computer ( he life story, which he occasionally does, he
always rambles away about my sister and
leaves it switched on in total ignorance of
how he would have adopted her as well, if
my digital propensities), when the invitaonly...(yawn!). Well, all I can say is that he
tion leapt at me from cyberspace.
had the chance, but he blew it. Just as he
“DO YOU ACCEPT COOKIES?” It said. misses out on free cookies!
Do fish swim? Does Boris Johnson vote
Conservative? Do dogs like biscuits? Do
During my life so far, I have tried to make
I.......? Well I am sure you will catch my
a contribution to a balanced society. “Only
drift. But the invitation has anchored itself Dogs Allowed” is a simple enough conin my mind.
cept, but if only more humans would take
it seriously the world would be a better
Why have we not accepted these cookies
already? Why is there so much fuss about place. Of course I am not suggesting the
elimination of felines but a policy which
giving me treats, or about something they
strays away from low tolerance is its own
call stealing when I help myself - when
enemy.
free cookies have been available all the
time at the click of a button? (There is a
practical problem with this because my
paws are very thick and I have to apply the
necessary pressure with my nose, which
is both time consuming and inconvenient.
However when needs must the resourceful
kelpie will always respond).
This of course is where my man has gone
wrong so often. He fails to take opportunities, the consequences are costly. For
example, when he adopted me, he thought
about it for two days before making the
five hour journey to the North Wales kennels in which I had been housed. Why?
We ask ourselves!

them support. I had no idea that when I
rescued that creature it would repay me by
fathering unwanted kittens by the dozen. I
should have taken the opportunity then of
introducing one or two conditions relating
to any future rescues.
Which brings me to the point of my
Christmas message: whether it’s cats,
kittens or cookies, we should make the best
of ourselves and take our opportunities.
And with this thought I attach a picture below which sums it up. Next year I SHALL
be magnificent. I hope you all will be too.
Happy Christmas and New Year

Rusty
The Voice of Reason
You can follow Rusty on Instagram at
“Rusty the Kelpiex”

Only last Christmas I rescued a miserable
mewing creature from certain death from
the waves on Bigbury Beach. I don’t regret
this gesture, although I had some explaining to do to my Board at Battersea, where
Bone House, my HQ, may be found.
Readers will remember I was moved to
report the incident in a short poem.
So it most certainly is not my view that
cats should be removed, only that they
should be rehoused. I am disappointed
that Monty has not responded to my suggestion that the Bigbury Kat Kinder should
be accommodated in his pub, but since it
is Christmas he may still repent and offer
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Maximum of 20 words description,
contact tel number and name to:
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· . Tel: 01�48 81042:i
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This service if free of charge only to
those who have made an

Award-winning

FISH & CHIPS

ANNUAL DONATION

Pasties - Pizzas - Pies
.

to Bigbury News. Please contact
Henry Wainwright for information
about how to do this.
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

Salcombe Dairy Ice Cream

Beach Goods - Wet Suits

··

Boards for -Hire

HOURS OF OPENING 1st April-end Oct

Dally midday to 1 Opm
'

'

OFFERS INVITED
Glass balustrade. 20 glass panels
about 105 x 105 cm plus three staircase panels. Plus 15 stainless steel
frame posts
CONTACT:
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
01548 810991
07716 262293

SMALL ADS
(Local Residents)
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Please send us in your
favourite recipes for
future editions of
BIGBURY BITES

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are traditionally reared
and prepared in the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece of your
Christmas table. They meet the Golden Promise
standard with welfare a top priority.
For further information or to place your order please

phone the Walters family in Kingston on
(01548) 810259 or order online.
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and other
meats also available to order.
Potatoes now available from Whympston Farm,
Modbury and Scobbiscombe Farm, Kingston
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BEACH BANTER
HUNT the NURDLE!
Have you heard of nurdles? Why are they on our local beaches?
Primary school children at Holbeton have helped to design educational
posters and provide equipment to help us Hunt the Nurdle and save
sea creatures which might eat them. Toxic substances on the surface of
nurdles may end up in the food chain. Not good!
As the information at the Mothecombe Nurdle Control Centre explains: nurdles are tiny pieces of plastic that are produced in countless
billions to produce all our plastics. Many of them wash up onto our
beaches because of spills or mishandling by manufacturers.
They are tiny - the size of a lentil. To find them, you will have to get
down on your belly and search the sand for the nurdles. The Mothecombe Nurdle Control Centre provides sieves for nurdle hunters to
use. Nurdles are difficult to spot and it is necessary to actually sieve the
sand to pick them out. They provide a pot to place all your nurdles and
encourage you to share your findings on the nurdle website:

www.nurdlehunt.org.uk
Wash your hands after you have been
nurdle hunting.
We are already in the habit of taking our
own bags to the supermarkets. Is it time
to get into the habit of always taking a
collection bag for beach rubbish when we
go down there?
Louse Wainwright
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BEACH BANTER
McBAR’S JARS
of her 70 performances that week. Wow!
Orson Welles was later to explode in Alicante while Greta’s shoes were eventually
requisitioned by the Navy.

Dear Fellow Coasters,
My, what an interesting time it’s been lately. And me with a bad leg too. It’s almost
a national sport at this time of the year for
the media to carry dire warnings about
how the coming winter will be long, harsh
and far colder than usual, and imagine,
with snow expected soon. Of course,
these forecasts don’t come true but no one
is held to account for them. Snow after
snow will appear - but there’s not a shred
of evidence about this.

Greta would go on about how she came to
Burgh because she “wanted to be alone”.
I retorted that, if that was the case, all she
need do would be to go to one of her matinee shows on a rainy Monday afternoon in
Devonport and she truly would be alone.
Talking of Devonport, you youngsters may
remember that’s where I used to put on
my Punch and Judy shows in the Sixties,
but as there’s not much call for them these
days, I find my time’s my own.

But I digress. A thought occurred to me
as I was readjusting the sash on my crepe
de chine lounging gown after falling off a
dry stone wall and grazing my knee quite
badly. We long for warmth now so I want
to propose to you a lovely winter cocktail
Which leads me to Brexit. There’s no evidence either that smoking cannabis relieves which will get you nearer to where you
live. Greta loved it and so will you.
depression so Heaven help you if you’re
Here is my Winter Amethyst;
partaking in the stuff while watching
Question Time on a Thursday.
Add some ice into a shaker and then add 25ml
of Plymouth Gin; 20ml of Triple Sec; 10ml
Greetings from your very own barman.
of Plymouth Sloe Gin; 10ml of Blue Curacao;
Winter is here now on our 1930s semi-de10ml of Lemon Juice and 10ml of Gomme
tached island. What a joy to still be here,
Syrup. Shake and strain into a champagne
even at my advanced age. I still see the
glass. Voila!
place as a posh car boot sale: we do it all
for you when you get here and you can
mix and match. You have the choice. Do Mind you, don’t have any more than three.
what you feel is best for you. No pressure I did and came to grief. Of course, I’d
seen the inside of a prison before. Always
then.
on the edge of incarceration, the police
had been seeking me for quite some time,
Remembering who came here in the past,
I chuckle at the fact that I’ve been here for on a charge of obtaining money under
so long now that what I don’t know about false pretences. After Court proceedings,
26 other cases came to light. The lady I
the hotel, you could put under a postage
had taken up with in Aberdeen was forced
stamp, chuck it away and I wouldn’t miss
it. What a week we had in 1930 when the to change her view of me. Me? A collector
of rare Japanese intaglio prints? In the
one and only Greta Garbo came to stay.
Can?
Mysterious and elusive, Bristolians might
remember her as Grentle Garboh. Singer
That’s all for now. Enough of me wittering
Steve Chisholm performed here then and
on. Joyeux Noel Coward to you all. Don’t
remembers her. A little known fact about
forget where you heard it first. Until we
our Greta is that she had huge feet. Size
meet again. Fare Thee Well. Your long
15! One night in the Ballroom, Orson
Welles, the film director, remarked that the suffering barman,
woman would be better off wearing the
shoe boxes rather than the shoes contained Gary McBar xxx
therein. I thought that was a bit cutting
but then Orson would know all about
cutting. In reality, Greta had come to
entertain us with her exotic burlesque act under the pseudonym of Tassels LaVerne.
My, you can bet all the tea in China to a
bad egg that none of us are ever going to
die wondering! Neither was she. I certainly enjoyed the show and came to every one

Thank you to all our regular and new surfers who helped to make 2019 a great year
for us. In case you did not know - we shut
the Surf School from the 9th of December
until the 10th of January.
We are contactable via email the whole
time and Gift Vouchers are available to
buy through our website for the all important Christmas presents. All vouchers are
valid for just over a year from purchase and
are available for all lessons.
Happy Christmas!

Martin & Annika
www.discoverysurf.com
martin@discoverysurf.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - REFERENDUM
Great news. The examiner for the Bigbury
Neighbourhood Plan has now published
his report and has concluded that the Plan
should proceed to referendum, subject to
the plan being amended in line with his
recommended modifications, which are
required to ensure that the plan meets the
basic conditions.
The main modifications required are:
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• Changing the plan end date to 2034.
This is so that it is consistent with the plan
period of the adopted Joint Local Plan.
• Inserting the housing allocation site and
viewpoints onto the Proposals Maps
• Removing the design criteria relating
to protecting neighbours’ views as it is an
established facet of planning practice that
the planning system cannot protect private
views across adjacent land. The Examiner has agreed that protecting neighbours
outlook is acceptable, as outlook is much
more related to the amenity of residents
from development which takes place close
to the site, such as the degree of enclosure
experienced or the over dominance of a
neighbouring building.
• Include in the plan a definition of “previously developed sites”.
• Removing design criteria regarding zero
emission buildings. A policy for the delivery of low carbon development is included
in the Joint Local Plan.
• Clarifying protection of employment
uses to those within Use Class B.
• Clarifying where tourist related development can be sited to include the hard-surfaced areas between the beach and Marine
Drive at Bigbury on Sea.
• Removing from the list of Local Green
Spaces the open spaces which are proposed on land in St Ann’s Chapel which is
still to be developed. These can be added
in when the Plan is reviewed, if these sites
have been developed.
• Deleting the policy on the Undeveloped
Coast and Heritage Coast, as it merely
duplicates a local plan policy.
• Introducing text to cross reference to
contributions required under the Joint
Local Plan to mitigating the impact of residential or tourist development on European protected sites.
The Examiner Mr Slater congratulated
Bigbury Parish Council on seizing the
opportunities presented by neighbourhood planning to allow the community to
shape its planning policies. He stated that
Bigbury is a parish in a stunning coastal location, whose protection will be enhanced
by the policies in this plan. New housing is
proposed in the most sustainable location
to meet the community’s own housing
needs and provides controls to ensure that
the new homes that are built will only be
used as “principal residences”.

Mr Slater considered that this was a locally
distinct neighbourhood plan, which seeks
to deliver on the expressed priorities of the
residents of Bigbury and will deliver on its
vision. He stated that the plan will provide
a sound basis for dealing with planning
applications in the Parish in the coming
years.
Mr Slater said that he was delighted to recommend to South Hams District Council
that the Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan, as
modified by his recommendations, should
now proceed to referendum.
The Plan is now being modified in accordance with the Examiner’s recommendations. If accepted by the South Hams
District Council the Plan will then proceed
to a referendum. This is likely to take
place early in the New Year.
It is important that as many people as
possible cast their votes at the referendum.
Both Salcombe and Thurlestone had an excellent turnout for their referendums with
Salcombe having a 33% turnout with 93%
in favour of their Neighbourhood Plan and
Thurlestone having an amazing 60.74%
turnout with again 93% in favour. Can our
parishioners in Bigbury do even better?
The Plan has taken nearly four years to
prepare and has been through extensive
consultations with the local community at
each stage of the process. This is a plan
prepared by and for the local community
to reflect their views and wishes and we
hope that the parishioners will turn out in
force to cast their votes at the referendum.
The date of the referendum will be
published on the village noticeboards,
in the Holywell Stores, on the community website and a notice put out on the
Bigbury Drums. Please do cast your votes
when the time comes. If 50% or more of
the voters are in support the plan this then
be adopted and will become a statutory
plan. Once adopted, the policies of the
Neighbourhood Plan will stand alongside
the Joint Local Plan and will have equal,
if not more weight, when considering any
future planning applications. The voice
of the local community needs to be heard
when considering new development within
the parish and the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan will help to ensure that this
happens.

Cllr Valerie Scott
Chairman, Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group
Email: valeriescott@bigbury.com
Tel: 01548 810336

AYRES HAYNES

ARCHITECTS
Planning advice
&
Full Architectural services

Tel. 01752 408051

Email. admin@ayreshaynes.com
Web. www.ayreshaynes.com

PROPOSED DEMOLITION AT THE ROYAL OAK, BIGBURY (first two weeks of December)
On 1st Nov 2019 residents who lived close
to the Royal Oak, Bigbury were sent a notice by Devon Building Control stating that
the property was to be demolished. As
expected, this did raise a few alarm bells
with the notice suggesting that the whole
of the building was to be demolished.
Valerie Scott telephoned Devon Building Control on 14 November to find out
whether the notice was correct and was
advised that they had been notified of the
proposed demolition by the building contractors, Bay Construction. She then telephoned Bay Construction and was advised
by them that only partial demolition was
being proposed. in accordance with the
planning permission for the change of use
of the premises to provide three dwellings
Application Ref; 2873/18/FUL.
Valerie Scott advised them by email the
same day that they should send a new
notification to Devon Building Control to
advise them of the fact that this was part
demolition only and that they should ask
Devon Building Control to send out a new
notice, as this was causing a lot of anguish by neighbours and also in the local
community.
Valerie Scott has been advised that a
corrected notice will be issued in due
course but at the time of writing this had
not been received. Valerie would however
like to reassure the local community that
it is not intended to demolish the whole of
the Royal Oak and she will keep pressing
the contractors to send out a new notification to Devon Building Control so that
a revised notice is sent out to the local
residents.
South Hams District Council’s Planning
and Conservation officers are also aware
of the error and are themselves taking
action to ensure that only demolition of
the approved parts of the building ie at the
rear and set back section on the southern
side, will take place.
The partial demolition is due to take place
in the first two weeks of December 2019.
Report (21 Nov 2019) by
Cllr Valerie Scott
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL - meeting minutes
13th Nov 2019 at Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel
PRESENT: Cllrs: E Huntley (Chair), G
Rosevear, V Scott, S Smith, S Watts, C
Case and Clerk R Matthews. C. Cllr. R
Gilbert was also in attendance along with
fourteen residents.
1..0 Apologies of absence were received
from Cllr S Edwards-Pratt.
2.0 No Declarations of Interest were
received from the Parish Councillors.
3.0 Minutes of previous meetings held on
October 9th 2019 : Cllr. Rosevear proposed
the minutes of the meeting held on October 9th 2019 be accepted as an accurate
record. Cllr. Scott seconded the proposal
and all Councillors present at that meeting
voted unanimously to accept the minutes,
which were duly signed by Cllr. Huntley.
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4.0 Matters arising from previous meeting
held on October 9th 2019
Observations from visit of Adam Keay
(Highways) are recorded as follows:
• Lose the free speed zone beyond Bigbury
green to make tourists think 30mph persists? No.
• Folly Hill by apartments, how to stop
cars crashing - paint strips, not rumble
strips because may cause cars to veer into
other side of road? No.
• Problems with exiting SHDC car park
because visitors assume villagers will turn
left into car park and therefore drive out
without looking behind. Why no STOP
sign in place? Write SLOW on the road
going up the hill? Write to CATHY at
SHDC Action Clerk
• Challaborough new by-pass road via first
turn off to left after yellow B&B en route
to Ringmore? No money available for this.
• Letter sent to Adam from Little Court re
turning left. Nothing can be done.
• Person in second house on slalom near
Bigbury green wants speed & vehicle numbers reduced. Sorry but no.
• POT HOLE top of slalom golf course
end, Adam will view
• POT HOLE Bottom of Challaborough
Hill. Cllr. Case will research this. Adam
will research.
• POT HOLES galore - Easton lane - not
mentioned.
• Would Highways allow tarmac of Lacombe Lane if development allowed there?
Maybe if for public use
• Challaborough Lane - John Simes.
Adam says if have access for big farm vehicles then have to have access for All vehicles
of that size.
• Speed limit please? No because it is a
rural road
• Passing places are not highways responsibility. Locals create them and they expand
over time.
• No mirrors allowed on highways exception
at St Ann’s Chapel
• Will look into drainage issue at bottom of
Challaborough Hill.

• Adam will sanction new St Ann’s Chapel sign if looks same shape as Bigbury village one - with or without AONB signage.
• Processes that are necessary before Highways can spend money: Need problem
with speed or speed related accidents. First
method of investigation is Speed investigated through SCARF, second method is
counting accidents. If neither of these are
pertinent, nothing can be changed. Will
never be able to afford a highway/ by pass
around Ringmore. County Council do not
sign parishes, only villages. So no requirement for signs at entrances to Bigbury
Parish. However, Parish can fund new
village signs, colour shape & text. Small
maintenance jobs – John Simpson authorised to buy white line marking paint and
complete work on Sedgewell Slipway and
Lay-by.
Last new notice board to be installed this
week. Thanks to Bob Smith and Bryan
Carson for agreeing to complete the installation.
Parish adoption of Ringmore Drive telephone box to be completed. Action Clerk
5.0 District Councillor’s report
In the absence of C. Cllr Gilbert, who was
late arriving due to prior commitments,
Cllr. Huntley brought the District Councillor’s update forward on the agenda. D.
Cllr. Taylor stated SHDC were to employ
a ‘Climate Change Emergency Officer’
in the near future and this individual
would liaise with Parishes, who in turn
would be encouraged to appoint a responsible person. There was a further future
consideration to introduce a ‘Community
Infrastructure Levy’ (CLI) on all new
developments. 25% of this levy would
be returned to the respective parishes for
re-investment. There would be further
updates in the coming months. With
respect to Christmas, D. Cllr. Taylor stated
no Christmas wrapping paper should be
re-cycled as all such paper contains unsuitable materials. Re-cycling of Christmas
cards was possible provided there was no
glitter on the cards.

of maintenance for the future (Retrospective). It was stated that representatives
from the Parish Council had visited this
site and Cllr. Rosevear proposed the application be supported. Cllr. Huntley seconded this proposal with was agreed to by all
Councillors.
TPO 1115393 Land at Nantucket. This
was for information and it was confirmed
this order had been put in place by the
Planning Dept. to protect the tree during
the construction phase of the development.
Update on Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr.
Huntley stated that John Slater had been
appointed as Inspector and went on to
thank Valerie Scott and everyone involved
in reaching this current milestone. D. Cllr.
Taylor added his congratulations as well.
Cllr. Scott gave an update on the current
status as follows: Examination of Bigbury
Neighbourhood Plan.
Please see page 28 for
Cllr Valerie Scott’s Report on
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum.
Mr Smith also advised that the Neighbourhood Plan now has substantial weight
in the decision making process since the
Examiner’s letter has been issued.

7.0 County Councillor’s report : C.
Cllr Gilbert had arrived from a previous
meeting and gave the following update:
A new Road Permit procedure had been
passed by DCC Cabinet and was designed
to govern how Utility Company’s worked
within the region. Updated information
on the road closure between Edmeston
and Modbury would be made available to
all as soon as more details were known.
C. Cllr. Gilbert thanked those who had
facilitated the visit of Adam Keay including the excellent presentation given by
John Simes. As previously minuted the
outcome is detailed in appendix ‘a’ but
Cllr. Gilbert added there were many things
already in place that could not be repeated or recreated under current guidelines
and legislation. There was no reason that
local farmers could not widen the road but
6.0 Planning related matters
3372/19/HHO Courtlage Aveton Gifford if it involved the movement of a Devon
Bank, planning application would need to
TQ7 4NN Proposal for single storey rear
be sought and approved. However, DCC
extension. It was stated that representawould still not be in a position to maintain
tives from the Parish Council had visited
the road edges as these would effectively
this site and Cllr. Smith proposed the
be on private land. Highways would only
application be supported. Cllr. Huntley
seconded this proposal with was agreed to become involved if there was an identified safety concern, probably generated
by all Councillors.
as a consequence of a number of accidents. Although not a wholly satisfactory
3359/19/FUL Lincombe, Lane to Hexapproach, this was the over-riding system
down Farm TQ7 4BD Part change of use
currently in place. C. Cllr. Gilbert advised
of field to garden and retention landscaping works to garden to ensure compliance that a school bus consultation document
with The Private Water Supplies (England) had been issued and this was to be circulatAction Clerk
(Amendment) Regulations 2018, and ease ed to all Councillors.

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL - meeting minutes
13th Nov 2019 at Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel
In response to a question from Cllr, Case,
C. Cllr. Gilbert stated he was not aware of
any discussions to change school holiday
dates. Clerk to follow up on Gigaclear
role of Bigbury parish broadband roll-out.
Action Clerk To conclude, C. Cllr. Gilbert
stated he would not be attending the next
meeting as it was scheduled for the day
prior to the upcoming General Election
and with that in mind wished the attendees
Merry Christmas.
8.0 Open session
Resident A thanked the Councillor for
providing an old notice board for use by
the Church. Clerk confirmed this had no
financial value. In response to a request
in an earlier meeting Resident A confirmed
the heating in the Memorial Hall could
not be adjusted as the timer was very old
with limited setting options. Resident A
requested that a road sweeper be deployed
in the Parish as had been the case in prior
years.			Action Clerk
In response to an open question, resident B
confirmed the election on December 12th
would not impact on the Parish meeting
scheduled for December 11th.
Resident B asked if the Post Box would be
re-instated at the shop. Cllr. Scott advised
that this would happen.
Resident B raised concerns that a letter
received by some local residents intimated
the Royal Oak was to be demolished. This
was NOT the understanding of the Parish
Council. Action Cllr. Scott
Please see page 29 for
Cllr Valerie Scott’s Report on
Demolition of (part) Royal Oak
In response to questions raised in respect
of Hingston Rise by resident C, D. Cllr.
Taylor stated the Enforcement team had
reviewed the matter and confirmed the
street lights did not need planning permission; a point disputed by Cllr. Scott,
and the street name sign was of an appropriate height.
Cllr. Watts asked if the Enforcement Team
had reviewed the Herb Heaven planning
application. D. Cllr. Taylor said it had not
been reviewed to date.
Cllr. Smith observed the Parish notice
boards were being misused and Resident
A kindly agreed to take this matter up with
the owner of Holywell Stores.
Resident B asked when the St Ann’s
Chapel planning application would be
discussed. Clerk confirmed this would be
Action Clerk
the December meeting.

9.0 Finance: Approval of payments to be
made and presentation of finance statement. Cllr. Smith proposed the financial
statements and recommended payments
presented be accepted which was seconded
by Cllr. Huntley and all councillors agreed.
Clerk showed a slide of the current cash
book and bank reconciliation statement
showing a balance of £33,577.93 as at
October 31st 2019

Correspondence received
12.0
In addition to items already covered in this
meeting, Clerk confirmed a request had
been received from Bigbury Golf Club,
giving them the opportunity to give a
presentation on the proposed development.
Clerk confirmed there was insufficient
scope to allow the presentation this month
but it would be given due consideration for
the December meeting.

Clerk showed a statement of restricted
and reserved funding with a balance of
£11,248.93
Clerk stated internet banking introduction
was progressing.
Clerk to raise the following payments:
£187.96 P Bush Replacement wheel for
beach wheelchair
£100.00 Royal British Legion Donation
£ 30.00 Bigbury Memorial Hall - Hall hire
charges Q3 2019
£ 36.00 CPRE Annual subscription
£ 16.00 S Smith Wreath for Remembrance Day
£ 33.48 BT – line rental and broadband
access Memorial Hall Paid by direct debit

13.0 Agenda Items for consideration at
future Parish Council meetings
Report from St Lawrence Church, Update
on kerb-side refuse collection service, Golf
Club development proposal and broadband. It was also agreed to invite, over the
course of the year, representatives from
bodies such as Burgh Island, AONB, and
the History Society etc. to the meeting.
All subject to priorities determined closer
to the meeting date
NOTE All supporting documents are
shown in full within the ‘Information file’
uploaded to the Bigbury Community
Website (Parish Council / Meeting Minutes)

Clerk advised Councillors that a date needThe meeting closed at 09:15pm.
ed to be set for the Precept discussion.
Action Clerk
The next meeting is to be held on
10.0 Update on Parish signage
Wednesday December 11th 2019 7:30pm
Following the visit of Adam Keay (HighWednesday January 8th 2020 7.30 pm
ways) it was suggested the ST Ann’s
Chapel gateway sign be replaced as it was
in a poor state of repair. Cllr. Rosevear
proposed this be completed, a proposal
that was seconded by Cllr. Huntley and
agreed to by all Councillors. Action Cllr.
D. Cllr. Taylor stated no Christmas wrapWatts
ping paper should be re-cycled as all such
paper contains unsuitable materials.
Cllr. Smith reminded the Council of a
comment received for a parishioner last
BUT - Holywell Stores sells
year – highlighting the lack of a commembrown paper in rolls - suitable
orative wreath at St Lawrence church.
for eco-christmas wrapping paCllr. Smith felt the placement of a wreath
would be appropriate and acknowledged
per!! Decorate it yourself!
the service was only held there once every If you want a lot of brown wrapthree years. Resident I reminded the
ping paper, it may be wise to ask
Council that the wreath should be blessed
as part of the service itself and should not Jas to order you some extra rolls.
just be placed on the memorial.
Cllr. Huntley proposed the Parish Council Re-cycling of Christmas cards is possible
meet the cost of this wreath. Cllr. Rosevear provided there is no glitter on the cards.
seconded this proposal which was agreed
Recycling of christmas crackers is possible
to by all Councillors. Cllr Smith is to
if they are not metallic or have glitter on
Action Cllr. Smith
arrange this.
them. Remove plastic items. Same goes
for advent calendars.
11.0 Royal British Legion – Remembrance Day wreath Cllr. Watts thanked
Please take care when recycling Christmas
Cllr. Smith for her action in procuring a
packaging. Take time to sort it properly.
wreath and ensuring it was placed on the
war memorial. Cllr. Rosevear seconded
the proposal which was agreed to by all
Councillors.
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THE SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY
The South Hams Society is an influential
and important local charity which exists to
enhance and protect the South Hams Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
April of this year saw some changes at our
AGM and a new Chair, Vice Chair and
committed team of volunteers came on
board with the aim of making the charity
fit for purpose in the 21st century. Now
we are seeking new members to join us
and help us achieve our aims to protect the
South Hams heritage and natural beauty,
a task which is even more important today
as we face strong external pressures.
Since its founding in 1962, the SHS has
built up a well-deserved reputation as the
‘go to’ charity for advice on local planning
matters. We work to secure the protection and improvement of the landscape,
features of historic interest and public
amenity and to promote the conservation
of the South Hams as a living and working
environment. We encourage high standards of planning and architecture that
respect the character of the area.
Whist our work on planning is perhaps
what we’re best known for, this is by
no means all that we do. We also run a
lively events programme. In addition to

monthly beach cleans, we’ve started a
programme of Farm Briefings as part of
our commitment to the South Hams as a
living, working environment. We also hold
wildlife events, talks on local heritage and
we are hoping to develop a more diverse
programme of social activities to appeal to
a wider audience.
We are not against change and are keen
to support genuinely appropriate development in the area. To this end we liaise
closely with the planning department of
the local authority who in return take our
input and collective comment seriously.
We have built an enviable reputation in
this regard and our membership of over
250 people know that the SHS is always
monitoring and responding to development proposals and breaches of the planning rules on their behalf.
Never has the South Hams been under
greater pressure from the push for new
housing. This year alone we have helped
to prevent ‘development creep’ at various
locations across the area. We can tell you
more if we come to speak in person. We
have also identified and followed up on
numerous applications or works on trees

which should be protected by Tree Preservation Orders.
Obviously we are not alone. Wherever
possible we work in partnership with other
like-minded organisations. This year we
have worked with the South Devon AONB
Unit on Estuary health and the local
Tree Wardens Network to strengthen and
protect our beautiful woodlands and iconic
trees.
Last but not least we are there for local
residents, to help them navigate their way
through an increasingly complex and often
stressful planning process. You may be
aware that we recently provided free, expert advice to Ringmore residents as they
opposed a proposal on the edge of their
village. This is an important role, we feel,
to offer this service to those who need it.
That’s why feel that joining the SHS is a
‘must’ for anyone who cares about this
area and wants to keep it special.
For more info please go to:

www.southhamssociety.org
or visit our Facebook page.
OR come and talk to us

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
www.recycledevon.org/at-home/junk-mail-getting-you-down
Opting out from Royal Mail Door to Door
stops all unaddressed items from being
delivered by them. Election material is not
delivered by the Door to Door service and
is therefore not affected by this opt out.
Opting out means no one at the address
will receive unaddressed mail items so
make sure this is acceptable to everyone
living at the property.
Register with the Mailing Preference Service (MPS): www.mpsonline.org.uk
The MPS can remove your name from up
to 95% of Direct Mail lists and is supported by the Royal Mail. It will not stop mail
that has been sent from overseas, unaddressed material or mail addressed to “The
Occupier”. It may take up to 4 months for
it to have full effect.
Say No to Junk Mail Without an Address
Register with the Royal Mail’s Door to
Door Opt Out Service by contacting them
via email optout@royalmail.com or by
post:

Say ‘NO’ to flyers and Circulars
Put a No Flyers or Circulars sticker on
your letterbox! Get your hands on one
of our free letter box stickers by visiting
the request publication page on the above
website (Recycle Devon)
Plus, don’t forget to tick the box
Many forms contain an option to opt out
of further marketing. If you sign any form,
check for the box.
If you only receive junk mail from one or
two companies, contact them directly.
Unwanted UK telephone calls: Register
with the Telephone Preference Service
by calling 0845 070 0707 or online www.
tpsonline.org.uk

Freepost,
RSTR-YCYS-TGLJ,
Royal Mail Door to Door Opt Outs, Unwanted facsimiles: Register with the
Kingsmead House,
Facsimile Preference Service by calling
Oxpens Road,
0845 070 0702 or online
OXFORD, OX1 1AA.

www.fpsonline.org.uk
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The Royal Mail will send you a registration form to fill in and return to them.

I

If you feel you require further advice
on junk mail or simply want to
report the matter please contact:
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline
03454 04 05 06
Devon & Somerset Trading Standards

Action Fraud 0300 123 2040
Information Commissioner

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?

KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wed 11th Dec 4.15 - 6.15 pm

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist
Looking for more from your holiday
cottage agency? Then speak to
award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.
Our experienced team of property
managers have the knowledge to
ensure that your investment fulfils its
potential throughout the year.
Call us now for free and honest advice.

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

CONTACT

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
for advertising rates

HOLYWELL

STORES
Amazing Value Locally

Your one-stop shop

CHRISTMAS
It’s that time of the year again!
We are taking Xmas orders if you’d like to place any. If so, please contact
Holywell Stores.
♣
Scobbiscombe Turkeys
♣
Aune Valley meats
♣
Orchardlea Cheese
♣
Emily’s mince pies
It’s been a year here now and we’d like to thank everyone for their support
and warm welcome last year upon moving to St. Ann’s Chapel. We’d also
like to thank everyone for helping with the shop refitting and all the
positive feedback we’ve been getting for it.
We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

CONTACT

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
for advertising rates

Holywell Stores & Post Office, St. Ann’s Chapel, Bigbury
Shop Open
Mon - Sat 7am - 7pm and Sun 8am - 5 pm
Post Collected: Mon-Fri 3.45 pm & Sat 11.45

am

Post Office Open: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are traditionally reared
and prepared in the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece of your
Christmas table. They meet the Golden Promise
standard with welfare a top priority.
For further information or to place your order please

phone the Walters family in Kingston on
(01548) 810259 or order online.
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and other
meats also available to order.
Potatoes now available from Whympston Farm,
Modbury and Scobbiscombe Farm, Kingston

Free Car Parking behind the shop
Tel: 01548 810308
Email: holywellstores@outlook.com
www.holywellstores.com

