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Letter from the Editor

of  value to the community and this is 
your chance to have your say.  The NHP 
is being drafted by volunteers with com-
munity spirit. They need our support!  
The suggestions box is at Holywell 
Stores and the deadline for your sugges-
tions has been extended to 20th April.   
Rememeber any photos of  views sent to 
Valerie must not be from private prop-
erty or open fields - only from inside 
the boundary line of  public footpaths or 
roads.  I am among those who have not 
put a suggestion in the box! I am going 
to address that. What about you?  

Steve Comely is another volunteer who 
works hard to keep the community safe 
by informing us of  security risks and 
actions needed.  Together with volun-
teer First Respinder, Nigel Toms, he has 
organsied a Re-start a Heart’ training 
at 1100hrs on Saturday 21st April 2018 
at the WI Hall, Ringmore.  The more 
people who know how to perform CPR 
and the use of  the defibrillator the more 
chance we have of  saving someone’s 
life.  The local Neighbourhood Polic-
ing team will also be there and it could 
turn into a very enjoyable and useful 
event.  Lets support these people who 
care about us.  Together we can make a 
diference. You could save a life.  

Charles Harrington and Sally Watts 
diligently organise the events at the Me-
morial Hall.  Sally is helping the Editor 
check all events dates to avoid blunders 
like those in the March issue. Apologies 
for any inconveneience caused.  In April 
we look forward to the talk by the Na-
tional Trust about their local properties 
on Thursday 12th April 7.30pm. The 
regular events are in the Bigbury Life 
section.

Beth Huntley has a new date for the 
fund raising Nepalese Supper following 
the weekend when the Himalayan snow 
all moved to Bigbury on the same day 
as the intended event! The new date is 
Mon April 16th at 7 pm. 

Beth posted a notice on Charterlands 
Chatter, from a news item outside of  
Bigbury about the death of  two horses 
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See page 6 and feature “Crews that 
keep us cruising’ on page 8 

Dear Readers, 

No sooner had the front cover of  the 
March issue featured nodding snow-
drops, heralding the onset of  spring, than 
Storm Emma decended upon us with 
a vengance.  The way that our commu-
nity worked together to overcome this 
onslaught is celebtrated in the ‘Crews 
that keep us Cruising’ feature.  It also 
highlights the gaps in our responses and 
suggests what preparations might be 
helpful in future. Do we need to reinstate  
Snow Warden?

There is an update to read on progress 
from Valerie Scott on the Neighbourhood 
Plan and the Heritage Asset list.  Bare-
ly anyone has bothered to respond to 
Valerie’s request for photos of  vistas and 
views worth protecting or buildings of  
local historic value. The Neighbourhood 
Plan will be a powerful tool to ensure the 
protection of  our important views, build-
ings and the appearance and character of  
our parish.  We should work together to 
ensure that we have included everything 

Contributors:Trish Bagely, Norman 
Botton, Pete Marsh, Sally Watts, Charles 
Harrington, Steve Comely, Beth Huntley, 
Valerie Scott, Rita Baker, Yvonne Klidjian, 
Sally Errett, Rev Matt Rowland, Rose Owen, 
Hazel Osborne, Venus Cafe, Juliette Jackson, 
Lucinda and Aidan Ellis, Claire Banks,      
Ursula Phelan, Lorna Sherrif, The Weather-
man and the Editor.  
Photo credits: Sharon Smith, Cathy Case, 
Mike Wynne Powell, Louise Pitt, Lynn His-
cock, Hans Van Der Heiden
Thanks to all of  you! Sorry if  I have left 
anyone out.  Pls remind me. 

Contact the Editor if you have 
an article to offer about Bigbury.                                  

Total Donations 2018
£122 from 5 individuals.
Total Postal Subscriptions 2018
8 subscribers 
Total Bigbury News FREE distribution 2018
1500 copies.
All funds received and earned  by Bigbury 
News, in excess of  production costs, will be 
allocated to Bigbury Charities in proportion 
to the amounts raised during 2018 by local 
people who have raised funds for a range of  
charities (see p 10) 

due to feeding on bags of  dog poo 
thrown in the hedgerow by irresponsible 
dog owners. Bigbury News featured the 
toxic nature of  dog poo in the last issue. 
Although this did not happen in Big-
bury - it could happen here. Trish Bagley 
our footpath warden says this is a local 
problem. Let’s put a stop to this. Perhaps, 
people who employ dog walkers should 
ask them to bring the evidence that they 
have properly collected the dog poo by 
bringing the sack home for disposal.  To 
report dog fouling go to: https://apps.
southhams.gov.uk/webreportit  There is 
an £80 fine for each offence and if  this 
is not paid - a £1000 fine can be applied.  
Stuart Watts laments that we used to 
have a Dog Warden but this post may 
have been lost due to cut backs.                         
Louise Wainwright



4

JIGSAW EXCHANGE
Alice Taylor
01548 810864
enquiries@silchestercellars.co.uk

The standard for living

MIKE MARTIN
ASSOCIATES Tel: 07836 782801     www.mma.consulting 

BUILDING YOUR DREAM HOME 
FROM THE GROUND UP…

Our plant moves heaven and plenty of earth too, 
getting the hard work done. Available to hire 
with or without our fully trained operators.

If you would like to find out more about our 
range of services, we’d love to hear from you.

MMA Bigbury Jan Ad Set March.indd   3 15/03/2018   08:07

View from Bigbury Golf  Course (top)

See Report Ninteenth Hole. (page 6)
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as the exceptional chef  she obviously 
is.  Fine dining at The Dinner Service in 
Bigbury is a jewel in the crown of  this 
parish.  Curious?  Better go and test it!  
They are open for breakfast from 9.30 pm 
and close when you leave after dinner.

Jason joined as General Manager in 
February 2017, with a business back-
ground. He was invited to take on this 
role after he sold his local business which 
involved the development and production 
of  compostable packaging – a topic he is 
passionate about. Jason extolled the mor-
als, ethos and environmental awareness 
of  another Bigbury business – the Venus 
Café. 

Bigbury Golf  Club will celebrate its 
centenary in 2023. It began its life as the 
Hexdown and Bigbury on Sea Golf  Club 
in 1923 when local landowner, Com-
mander Evans, gave in to the badgering 
from a few local lads wanting to play 
golf.  In the early days, the course was 
used almost exclusively by high society 
hotel guests staying at the art deco hotel 
on Burgh Island.  

It is thought that the Duke of  Windsor 
and Mrs Simpson as well as Noel Coward 
may have played on the course.  Fortu-
nately, things have changed. The serenity 
and outstanding natural beauty of  the 
coastal setting of  this unique club is now 
shared by many in the same way as the 
air we breathe. 

The peace was destroyed abruptly on 
13th August 1964 when convicted arson-
ist, Michael Anthony Minards set fire to 
the clubhouse, completely destroying it. 
That day a cornfield in Ringmore and 
a field of  straw in Bigbury on Sea had 
also been torched by him.  Minards was 
arrested on the bus going home to Plym-
outh by Constable Pryce.  

When it was later rebuilt Commander 
Evans, who re-opened the new clubhouse, 
declared golf  as a ‘healthful, moral and 
ancient game’.  The open and equal op-
portunities afforded by the club certainly 
make it a deserving accolade even now.   

The Evans Estate continued as the land-
lord of  the golf  club until 2015 when it 
was acquired by Nicholas Johnston in 
2016 as part of  the Bantham Estate.  

Recent posts by Richard Adcock and Ste-
phen Price, on the Bigbury Community

Golf in the heart of Bigbury

About an hour before Storm Emma 
descended to whitewash all the greens, 
I met with General Manager of  Bigbury 
Golf  Club, Jason Pheasant, to learn more 
about the club, the team who run it and 
the person who owns it.  

Against a backdrop of  local pubs, shops, 
cafes and post offices closing, our com-
munity needs to support businesses with 
facilities where people can meet, build 
new relationships and re-inforce old ones.  

Jason explained, “Golf  is changing. Twen-
ty years ago, it was a member only club but 
it has evolved into a very friendly, member 
owned community asset where non-members 
and social members are made welcome. It is 
registered as a Community Amateur Sports 
Club and is audited annually to maintain this 
status, which it does by providing at least two 
monthly events that are open to all members of  
the community.  You don’t have to like golf  to 
be a member!” 

Jason is rightly proud of  the 7 full time 
staff  who help make the club work.  He 
says, “Our club professional, Tracy Lovey, is a 
tremendous asset to the club. In spite of  having 
won the prestigious national WPGA club pro-
fessional championship four times and being 
the West Region WPGA Champion twice, 
Tracy is really approachable.  She is happy 
to book a few warm up sessions for people 
returning to the game in retirement or thinking 
of  taking it up as a novice.  The assistant club 
professional, Adam…….., lives in Bigbury 
and there are many very talented golfers who 
regularly play here.”   

The club now has about 600 members, 
including both the social and golf  mem-
bers so it could be the largest social group 
of  local people in the area.  Social mem-
bership costs £20 per year and entitles 
the member to a 15% discount at the bar 
and waives the need to be signed in by a 
member on each visit.   This is indeed a 
community asset.

The club is a frequent venue for local 
events and celebrations and the envy of  
other golf  clubs now that Liz and Howard 
Turner have become the Club’s resident 
caterers.  Liz’s catering career started with 
a chef ’s apprenticeship with the Roux 
brothers at their London restaurant ‘Le 
Gamin’. Liz was soon working at the 
Roux’s premier restaurant ‘La Gavroche’ 
where she learned to believe in herself

KEEPING BIGBURY BUSY
website, strongly denounce any rumours 
that the new landlord is anything other 
than full supportive of  the continuation 
of  the land use as a golf  club.  The post 
states, ‘He specifically has no intention to use 
the course to extend the pheasant shoot, or for 
building purposes or any activity that would 
interfere with golf  in any way.’  The commit-
tee are working with Nicholas to develop 
an entirely new long term lease over the 
coming months which will be of  mutual 
benefit to the club, community and the 
Bantham Estate. 

In return for rent reductions and other 
financial incentives, the Bantham Estate 
reserves the right to limited residential 
developments outside the boundaries of  
the golf  course.   

When this task is completed, all out-
standing deferred rent payments will be 
cancelled and as an interim gesture of  
good will to both the club and the local 
community, Nicholas has agreed to an ad-
ditional rent reduction and permitted the 
permanent use of  land as a night landing 
site for the Devon Air Ambulance.  

The club even has a holiday bungalow 
overlooking the sea and the golf  course. 
The let includes unlimited golf, but this is 
not compulsory.  

What an invitation is extended to the 
local community. I admit that I have not 
been there often enough and intend to put 
that right in 2018.  Hope to see you there 
too!

ACTION STATIONS!

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB is 
OPEN to 

NON-MEMBERS
ask about Social Membership

6 berth caravan to let
CHALLABORUGH

Level ground near the sea
3/4/7 night stays 

Call Park Dean Resorts
01548 810771

or
Thelma Mann 
01548 810673
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What a month of  weather we have had 
since I last wrote!  Snow – bucket-fulls 
of  the stuff  with the Golf  Club being 
cut-off  on both occasions and then, just 
occasionally, beautiful warm sunny days.  
Inbetween we have had rain, gales, mist 
and drizzle!

Linda Hanbury was belatedly presented 
with a trophy for her hole in one on the 
3rd hole at Bigbury on 5th December.  
We ladies don’t often get ‘a hole in one’ 
so this is a very special achievement and 
well done Linda!

The Men’s March Midweek Stableford 
Competition on Wednesday 7th March 
attracted a large field of  entrants.  67 men 
played in the competition and good scores 
were recorded as follows:  Division 1 – 1st 
Phil Towner (12) – 40 points, 2nd Owen 
Roberts (14) – 34 points and 3rd Stephen 
Smith (12) – 33 points.  Division 2 – 1st 
on countback, Nick Hanbury (16) – 38 
points, 2nd Bryan Newitt (15) – 38 points 
and 3rd David Thrush (17) – 36 points.  
Eight two’s were scored with Phil Town-
er getting 2 of  them on the 5th and 17th 
holes.
Moulding did just that – by quite some 
margin!  Fortunately Adam and Sally 
only recorded the one defeat, trouncing 
though it was!

Finally, an  integrated stableford compe-
tition was held on Saturday 10th March 
and some very hardy folk took part in it!  
Along with the biting cold, the heavens 
opened, and some drowned rats later 
re-appeared at the 19th hole!  The com-
petition commenced, was temporarily 
stopped due to fog, then restarted to get 
the winners!  In first place was Keith 
Naylor (12) – 37 points, second place 
Steve Ryder (7) with 36 points and third 
place, our Captain, Liam Kimber (10) 
with 35 points.  Two 2s were recorded 
– Andrew Ware on the 3rd and Chris 
Wilcox on the 10th.     The ladies result 
saw Melanie Adcock (19) in first place 
- 35 points, Vanda Irish (21) – 26 points 
in second place and Linda Hanbury (19) 
– 25 points in third place.  Well done all 
the competitors who managed to keep 
going for the 18 holes in absolutely awful 
weather.

The Mixed Babbage Competition winners 
have received their trophies in respect of  
2017.  The Assistant Pro Adam Keats, 
along with the Lady Captain of  the year 
(2017) Sally Errett, take on mixed cou-
ples in a match-play competition.  The 
winners are the opponents who beat the 
Pro and Lady Captain by the biggest mar-
gin!   Jane Rickman and Dave Moulding 
did just that – by quite some margin!  

Fortunately Adam and Sally only record-
ed the one defeat, trouncing though it 
was!

Photos - 
Mixed Babbage Winners – left to right – 
Sally Errett (Lady Captain 2017), Dave 
Moulding, Jane Rickman and Adam 
Keats (Assistant Pro).

Linda Hanbury receiving her ‘hole in 
one’ trophy from Lady Captain Marlene 
Johnson

NINTEENTH  HOLE

I was very interested to receive your letter 
and copy of  the current Bigbury News.   
What a professional, illuminating and 
interesting February issue you have sent 
to me.

You say you are interested in my con-
nection with the Bigbury News.  Well, 
my late husband and I moved to Bigbury 
back in 1987.  We moved into The Coach 
House, at Easton and as well as renovat-
ing the house and barn there we took over 
the Bigbury News, from our then neigh-
bour Mary Smallwood who lived in the 
Small House opposite us.   Such a talent-
ed, artistic and locally involved Bigbury 
resident of  long standing, was at that time 
starting the Bigbury News and producing 
it on an old Roneo machine.   This was 
before the digital age and computers were 
just becoming available.   Mary, however, 
was struggling every month to create a 
magazine for the locals on her own.   My 
dear husband Terry Phelan generously 
said to Mary one day if  she wanted any 
help with the newsletter to let him know. 
The very next day, Mary was on our   

we had made a contribution to the village.   

David Gay kindly agreed to take over 
the Bigbury News from Terry and I, but, 
at present, I can’t remember what year 
that would have been.  I am sure he will 
know. That basically is how we became 
so involved.   I don’t know if  you have 
seen any of  the early editions that we 
produced, I would like to think so.   Very 
sadly I have looked and looked but am 
convinced that I haven’t got any early 
editions any more.   We moved to Totnes 
and quite early on a flooded basement put 
an end to many of  our possessions and 
I think our Bigbury News copies were 
included in this and had been destroyed.

I still come often to Bigbury as my young-
est son, Bernard, bought, with his wife 
Rebecca, one of  John Tucker’s converted 
barns.   A wonderful spot and now a  
lovely home, for them to bring up their 
family in.  
Hopefully, one day we can meet and con-
tinue these reminiscences!
All best wishes,                 Ursula Phelan

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB is 
OPEN to 

NON-MEMBERS
ask about Social Membership

OUR POSTBAG
doorstep and wanted to know if  he really 
meant it!

We were a family who had come from 
Kent to lead a more relaxed life after Ter-
ry’s early retirement of  being an engineer 
in London for 30 or more years.
We had a house and barns now to ren-
ovate, our two youngest sons were with 
us and were needing to be transported 
everywhere and everything was new for 
us.   Exciting in many way and challeng-
ing from the beginning.   I was also roped 
into running the local youth club as the 
current leader was moving away.

Well, Terry said he would try to develop 
and produce the local newsletter and 
deliver it around to the outlying hamlets, 
like Ringmore and Kingston.   It was a 
much quieter neighbourhood then with 
fewer holiday homes and before the large 
car park area in Bigbury on Sea existed.   
We both felt it was a good way for us 
to get to know, and be accepted, by the 
locals.   A few years later I was also voted 
on to the Parish Council so we both felt
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Providing renewable energy solutions that don’t cost the earth 

Come and see our working heat pump and solar panels in the office 

Unit 10c New Mills Ind Est Modbury PL21 0TP 

Contact us: info@econrguk.com 

We are  the South Hams leading installers of 

 HEAT PUMPS 

 SOLAR PANELS 

 BIOMASS BOILERS 

 LED LIGHTING 

 CAR CHARGING POINTS 

 UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

     We can help to reduce your energy bills 

New builds, renovations or simply upgrading we 
do them all so give us a call :      01548 831890 

The standard for living

MIKE MARTIN
ASSOCIATES

PEACE OF MIND 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT…

We look after your property, so that you can 
relax, knowing it will be in very safe hands.

If you would like to find out more about our 
range of services, we’d love to hear from you.

Tel: 07836 782801     www.mma.consulting 

MMA Bigbury Jan Ad Set March.indd   1 15/03/2018   08:07

The new Editor of  Bigbury News,
Took the job without hitting the booze!
Louise was her name,
More subs was her game,
Let’s hopes she does not blow a fuse!

Thanks to Claire Banks for this limerick. 
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Bigbury-on-Sea was cut off  for five days 
during the blizzard. Of  late we’ve grieved 
the loss of  Community but this trying 
period proved that is not so.  I received 
much kindness and help from the few 
neighbours I have left when I had no cen-
tral heating.  Devon Fuels were unable 
get further than the Golf  Club and were 
forced to turn back. 

Kind souls lent me several portable 
heaters  My heart felt thanks to Sheena 
Wilson, Ulrick Bennet who came up 
through the deep snow to deliver Sheena’s 
oil radiator.  When Sheena was able to 
get into the village via ‘The Cresta Run’, 
thanks to Dane Vanestone’s advice, she 
brought round another!!  

Jill and Vic Gubbins  kept an eye on me 
throughout bringing another much need-
ed fan heater. The joy of  beginning to feel 
warm!!  This coupled with my trusty hot 
water bottle and electric blanket made 
life bearable.  However, the few hours 
the power went off  rather put paid to 
that, along with no outside contact when 
telephone and WiFi disappeared.  Thanks 
to those wonderful National Power chaps, 
who worked tirelessly in most atrocious 
conditions, this didn’t last as long as 
feared.

Sincere thanks to Trish Bagley who 
stopped by on Thursday to see if  I was 
all right. Don Dykes took time to ring, 
despite having water pouring down his 
drive when the pipes in his garage burst!  
Having to turn off  the water he only had 
the water in his header tank to make hot 
drinks!  

Iris McSherry’s lovely son Kevin and 
daughter Jo came to see if  I was all right 
despite having rushed down from London 
to take care of  Iris who had been taken 
into Derriford. Thank goodness they were 
with Iris during this terrible weather. Iris 
is progressing slowly but surely, much to 
everyone’s relief.   Pat and Jim Chadwick 
delivered a birthday card without  falling 
and breaking a limb.!   

So my heart felt thanks go to all you   
wonderful friends and neighbours, 
proving we’re here for each other when       
needed.                              
Gill Middleton

CREWS that keep us CRUISING

OUR POST BAG
The on slaught of  Storm Emma and the 
Beast from the East forced heavy snowfall 
between the narrow hedge-bound lanes.  
Busy Bigbury had to dance to a differ-
ent tune dictated by the severe weather 
conditions.  There was an impregnable 
frozen barrier around the parish.  Fuel, 
food and water were not as easy to obtain 
over these days, particularly for the less 
robust members of  the community.  The 
Siberian conditions prevailed for about 
four days and left some people feeling 
vulnerable and exhausted. 

However, the ill wind also breathed life 
into the Community as farmers and 
neighbours came forth to help clear roads 
and get food and warmth to those unable 
to get out of  their homes themselves. 
Neighbours talked to each other to check 
they were alright. 

Frozen pipes put the lives of  young calves 
at risk and farmers helped each other to 
draw water from warmer wells and take 
water in bowsers to the calf  pens. Sheep 
food was also in short supply in the South 
Hams but farmers worked hard to ensure 
the health and welfare of  their animals 
including many newborn lambs.  Free 
range pigs were pleased to see the farmers 
appear through the heavy snow with feed 
and water.  

All our farmers not only rose to the 
challenges of  caring for their livestock but 
they worked tirelessly to clear roads and 
assist people whose vehicles were im-
bedded in deep snow drifts. John Tucker 
used his experience of  working in treach-
erous conditions to spread salt on roads 
to keep some of  the less snow wedged 
roads passable.   

It became clear that Facebook Charter-
lands Chatter was an important com-
munication channel for updates about 
road conditions. Dane Vanstone was well 
placed to post information about road 
conditions. He was in regualar contact 
with suppliers for Holywell Stores unable 
to get vehicles through to St Ann’s Chap-
el.  Johnny Morris was also posting up-
dates and photographs on Charterlands 
Chatter. Thanks tto he many others who 
kept Facebook up to date.

Charterlands Chatter was also an oppor-
tunity to share some stunning snowscape 
photographs of  waves of  snow suspended 
above the crown of  hedgerows and Burgh 
Island covered in snow.  

Mike Wynne Powell and Annika Con-
nolly shared some of  their photos on 
the page opposite.  Ask to join Facebook 
Charterlands Chatter, started by Beth 
Huntley, to see more awesone photos as 
well as share your own photos.  Bigbury 
News has put its Instagram on the back 
burner to support the Facebook group so 
as not to dissipate the effort to improve 
communication within the community.  

Not all our snow heroes have been 
thanked here because the Editor did not 
have this detail. Gill Middleton speaks 
for many of  us in her letter (opposite) 
thanking all those who helped her. 

Not everyone asked for help or did not 
know who to ask. Korniloff was cut off  
without supplies and unable to get staff  
from Kingsbridge in to help look after res-
idents. Gordon and Gina worked round 
the clock with the few available staff, and 
with little respite, to ensure the residents 
were well cared for.  Could we have done 
more to help them?  Without a four wheel 
drive vehicle at their disposal they were in 
difficulties but succeeded in spite of  the 
odds.  Gina was delighted when neigh-
bours whom they barely knew, called in to 
ask if  they could help. 

Bigbury no longer has a snow warden, a 
position appointed by the Parish Council.  
Although such weather conditions are 
very rare, perhaps we should proactively 
seek to recruit a suitable person for this 
position.  The role of  a snow warden is 
to coordinate the community self-help 
interventions and report to regional bod-
ies about the road conditions.  The snow 
warden would also coordinate activities 
during severe gales and flooding. In Plym-
outh teams of  people owning 4WD vehi-
cles volunteered to take staff  into Derri-
ford hospital. Are there owners of  4WD 
vehicles in Bigbury who would be willing 
to be on call in emergency situations? 

If  there was a formal position of  a snow 
warden and a defined role, perhaps those 
people who need help would feel able to 
ask for assistance. 

 Let’s keep being 
 good neighbours 
 all year round.



9

The West Country is Stags Country

Wadebridge

Truro Plymouth

Kingsbridge
Dartmouth

Totnes
Torquay

Launceston

Okehampton

Bideford
South Molton

Tiverton

Exeter Honiton

Wellington

Bridport

Yeovil

TauntonDulverton
Barnstaple

London

Tavistock

1 The Promenade, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1JD  |  01548 853131  |  kingsbridge@stags.co.uk  |  stags.co.uk 

Experts in: Residential Property Sales, Residential Lettings, Waterside,  

Holiday Complexes, Property Auctions and Development Property.

n The West Country covered

n Links to national network of buyers

n Bespoke property marketing

n Guaranteed quality of service 

Our reputation is your guarantee

Hesse family delivered the first small bundle of  
Bigbury News on a sledge to Holywell Stores.  
The Editor grounded her car on an embarras-
ingky small snowdrift on the way to deliver 
Bigbury News to Holywell and had to be dug out 
by Lucinda and Aidan Ellis. Bryan and Angie 
Carson took the bulk of  the magazines a day lat-
er by 4WD.  It was some time before the delivery 
team could get to Holywell Stores to collect their 
bundles.  Once again Dane Vanstone delivered 
most of  the bundles of  magazines to the distri-
bution team who braved the awful weather to get 
your Bigbury News to you.   Three Cheers!!!

http://tinyurl.com/mike-wynne-powell

Charterlands Chatter
closed group for use by local people
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We need more practical hands on care 
so that people can come home from a 
hospital stay or prevent them from need-
ing to go in the first place. 

One solution the CCG would like to ex-
plore is increasing the number of paid 
carers by supporting people to become 
personal assistants. There will be more 
information on the planned open day 
about training, pay, benefits, fewer flex-
ible working hours and close to home.  
We will also discuss at the event how the 
community can recognise when some-
one might need our help.   Often people 
don’t ask for help even when they are 
in a crisis.  So what can individuals do 
just as a neighbour to help out?  Could 
you cook a meal to help out ‘Mrs Smith’ 
who is caring for her husband?

Or  do other volunteer/community 
groups that aren’t involved in caring 
want to be part of  a compassionate net-
work to help out together when the time 
comes?  Or is there another solution? It’s 
these things that will be discussed and 
explored on the day. It doesn’t commit 
anyone to a particular action but gives 
the local community the chance sign up 
to what they would be willing to do if  
they are interested.     
 
Abenaa Gyamfuah-Assibey
Community Development Worker
St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth
Tel: 01752 964250  Ext 271
Mob: 07971 674374

St LUKES HOSPICE 

CAN YOU
RESTART A HEART 
in time to save a life?

Over 3,600 people are resuscitated by 
ambulance staff  every year in the South 
West because they suffer a pre-hospital 
cardiac arrest. For every minute that 
passes once in cardiac arrest, a person 
loses a further 10% chance of  survival, 
and with this dramatic loss in chance 
of  survival, there is a need of  a defibril-
lator every 4-5 minutes walk. Without 
doubt this would improve cardiac arrest 
survival rates.

A defibrillator is a device used to give an 
electric shock to help restart a patient’s

heart when they are in cardiac arrest. If  
there were more public access defibrilla-
tors, more people could get a life-saving 
shock as quickly as possible, ahead of  
an ambulance giving them the best pos-
sible chance of  survival.  

When someone suffers a cardiac arrest, 
the heart stops and blood is no longer 
pumped around their body. The longer 
they go without emergency life-support, 
the harder it is to restart their heart. 

This is where you and your community, 
organisation or business could make a 
difference.  Come to the CPR training at 
Ringmore in April.            
Steve Comley 
Neighbourhood Watch Chairman
07871 310987
facebook.com/kingsbridge2017
stevecomley@hotmail.co.uk        

St Lukes is helping to organise a free 
event ‘Who cares in South Hams?’   It 
is designed to make communities aware 
of  how to identify people in need, know 
what care is available and how they 
might help vulnerable people.  Opportu-
nities for paid part time social work with 
short, flexible hours, close to home, will 
also be discussed. St Lukes is working 
on behlaf  of  the Eastern & West Devon 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG).   

19th April
Kingsbridge Library

Booking is essential.  01752 964250 
Spaces limited to 40 persons.
Free buffet lunch.

St Luke’s Hospice, Plymouth is an 
independent charity providing special-
ist advice and support to people with 
progressive life-limiting illnesses in 
Plymouth, South West Devon and East 
Cornwall. We believe that everyone 
deserves quality end of  life care.  Last 
year St Luke’s cared for 3,480 patients 
in their homes which included patients 
from the South Hams. 

The South Hams shares similar chal-
lenges to most rural areas such as limit-
ed access to home care agencies because 
of  the distance from bigger towns and 
people living away from their families 
when they retire. South Hams is a caring 
community willing to support people 
but there is only so much they can do. 

        BIGBURY CARES

Many parishioners have been involved 
in fundrasing activities in 2018 raising at 
least £7496 by the end of  March.  To cel-
ebrate these efforts and inspire even more 
initiatives, Bigbury News will publish a 
monthly update.  Please can fund-raisers 
continue to provide updates throughout 
the year.  bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 

Macmillan Cancer Care    £3033
Fiona Dukes
01548 811188  
fiona@fionadukeshr.co.uk
Motor Neurone Disease Ass.
Multiple Sclerosis Society    £3500
Cllr Beth Huntley   
01548 810385
Cllr.Huntley@swdevon.gov.uk.
Blood Bikes                     £750
Golf  Captains Charity Team
Sally Watts, Cathy Hamilton
Friends of St Lawrence    £
Alice Taylor (Treasurer) 
enquiries@silchestercellars.co.uk
Modbury Caring      £213
Korniloff  Event (March)
Surplus funds from 
donations and print-
ing projects carried 
out by Bigbury News 
will be allocated to 
the above charities 
in accordance with 
the percentage of  
the total raised by 
the end of  2018.                               
Editor

CPR & Defibrillator Training
Saturday 21st April 11.00 am 

WI Hall, Ringmore.                 
ALL ARE VERY WELCOME.

Training provided by Nigel Toms 
the unpaid local volunteer 
Community First Responder for 
South West Ambulance Service.

£7,496
March 
2018
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             GRAND 
          SUMMER RAFFLE

St. Lawrence Church Bigbury is going 
to run a Grand Summer Raffle to 
raise funds for the tower and bell fund 
which are in need of  significant works.  
The tickets (£1 each) can be purchased  
from Michael Holness

The draw will take place on 
Wednesday 8th August 
St Anns Chapel, Memorial Hall.  
We need generous donations please 
A.S.A.P – and also lovely prizes!

Michael Holness           01548 810116

HE KNOWS

All the people who had ever lived were assembled before God’s throne.  They 
were sullen, complaining and murmured “Who does God think he is, anyway?” 
One of  the groups was composed of  Jews who had suffered in gas chambers and 
concentration camps: how could God know their suffering?  Another group were 
slaves, people branded who had suffered indignities at the hands of  cruel men.  
What could God know about their plight?  There were long lines of  refugees – 
people driven from their homes, sick, suffering, each with a complaint against 
God.  What could he know of  what human beings were forced to endure?

From each group a leader was chosen, and a commission appointed to draw up 
the case against the Almighty.  Instead of  God judging them, they began judging 
God.  And the verdict was that God should be sentenced to live on earth as a 
human being with no safeguards to protect his divinity.  Let him be born a Jew 
and born poor.  Let even the legitimacy of  his birth be suspect.  Give him hard 
work to do and poverty that he might know the pinch.  Let him be rejected by 
his people; let him be betrayed by one of  his friends.  Let him be arrested on false 
charges, tried before a prejudiced jury and convicted by a cowardly judge.  Let 
him be abandoned by his friends and see what it is to be terribly alone.  Let him 
be tortured, and then let him die at the hands of  his enemies.

As each group announced its sentence on God, roars of  approval went up.  When 
the last had finished, the raucous noise had become almost deafening.  Everyone 
turned towards the throne.  Suddenly, heaven was filled with shocked penitent 
silence.  For where there had been a throne, now could be seen a cross.  God does 
indeed know, and by the death and resurrection of  Jesus, brings salvation, resto-
ration and the unbridled joy of  heaven to all who believe.  That’s the message of  
Easter.                                                                                                  Matt Rowland

Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday)
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73093), Michael Tagent (810520)  www.modburyteam.org 

LETTER from 
MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

THE FILLING STATION  
In need of  spiritual fuel?    

Top-up here.

Meets 3rd Thursday most months at 
Memorial Hall                   TQ7 4HQ

Next meeting
Thursday 19 April at 7.30. 
Speaker  Rev Stephen Beach from 
Plymouth. The talk will be on the 
Authority and Power of  Scripture. 

The Filling Station is a new infor-
mal way of  expressing the Christian 
faith using local mid-week monthly 
celebration meetings in a cafe-style 
setting. In a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere with tea, coffee and cake.  
We have a worship time and a speak-
er. Prayer Ministry is always available.  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
Filling Station is an inter-denomi-
national fellowship which hopes to 
benefit the local church.  

FRIENDS of ST LAWRENCE
At last, some news to give you lovely peo-
ple who have been steadfastly donating 
to the cause.  You will know that we have 
been making an application for Heritage 
Lottery Funding for the Tower and Spire.  

The process has changed and, instead 
of  being an application for a Grant for a 
Place of  Worship, it has now become a
Heritage Grant and the scope for funding

is much greater.  However, recent news 
about the lottery reveals that there are 
less funds to spread around as fewer of  
us are buying lottery tickets.   

We have achieved the preliminary stage 
and are now awaiting advice on the next 
steps, but are quite optimistic about this.
Alice Taylor  Treasurer (FoSL)

COPY DEADLINE    
for MAY ISSUE 
is 23rd APRIL 

Everyone’s cooperation 
is helpful

 CHURCH BAZAAR
May Bank Holiday Monday

Mon 28th May
at Memorial Hall

Funds rasied for St Lawrence 
and Memorial Hall
More details in next 

Bigbury News
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By the time you read this, we shall have 
already staged the latest in our popu-
lar series of  Film and Food Nights on 
March 28th. The film was “The Moun-
tain Between Us” with Idris Elba and 
Kate Winslet. Tickets had sold well and 
many thanks to Kate@Folly for the food.

The other event in March, earlier in the 
month, was a great evening of  virtuoso 
guitar from internationally renowned 
guitarist Claude Bourbon. Despite the 
wintery conditions, which threatened 
to cause a cancellation at one stage, 25 
hardy souls managed to make it to the 
Hall and were treated to Claude’s unique 
blend of  blues, medieval music and 
Spanish style.

As Spring creeps unwillingly towards 
us the National Trust is getting ready to 
open its doors for another season. In the 
South West have some remarkable build-
ings and stunning coastline.  Now is the 
perfect time to hear what the Trust has 
in store. On April 12th at 7.30 p.m. 

we welcome Belinda Smith, Market-
ing Manager for the Trust’s ‘English 
Riviera Portfolio’. Belinda’s illustrated 
talk will focus on all aspects of  the prop-
erties in the South West emphasising 
the history and special events in South 
Devon. Find out about Otto Overbecks’ 
remarkable house and sub-tropical 
garden at Salcombe, Agatha Christie’s 
atmospheric house at Greenway and 
the unique home of  the Doyly Cartes 
at Coleton Fishacre. It promises to be 
a fascinating evening. This is a FREE 
event. So roll up! 

We now have five fitness classes, plus 
yoga, zumba, South Hams Shrimps, 
Youth Club and (once a month) the Fill-
ing Station. Details in events calendar.

Improvements will be carried out to the 
hall over the next few months - replace-
ment of  facias and rainwater goods 
together with a new roof  on the rear ex-
tension. Opening of  the hall will not be 
affected.               Charles Harrington
Tel. 810023 charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk 

BIGBURY LIFE 

COMING UP 

Thursday 12th April 7.30pm. Talk 
by the National Trust about their 
local properties.  See poster in this 
issue.

Friday 1st June 2018 - 7 pm         
Barn Dance at Memorial Hall
Friends of  St Lawrence
 
Wednesday 11th July - 3 pm -        
Victorian Tea Partyt Holywell Stores
Friends of  St Lawrence
 
Friday 2nd November - 7 pm -      
Musical Evening in the Church

      HIMALAYAN 
EVENING
New date

Monday 16th April, 7pm

The snow has passed and fingers 
crossed, we have a new date for the 
fund raising evening for the charities 
fighting Multiple Sclerosis and Motor 
Neurone Disease. Please can all 72 
people who have tickets make a note 
in their diaries. More welcome. 

Supper cooked by Nepalese chef, quiz, 
trekking images of  Annapurna base 
camp, raffle and auction.

BYO wine, nibbles and glasses. Please 
spread the word. Tickets from Holy-
well Stores  or Beth Huntley 810385

Promoted by Dane Vanstone. Tickets 
for 2018 are all sold!  50% of  the money 
goes in prizes & 50% to Memorial Hall. 
Do not miss out in 2019.  Get your 
tickets early.  Watch out for the advert in 
Bigbury Life at the end of  this year.

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

50:100 CLUB
£££  MARCH WINNERS  £££

Valerie Scott (£25), 
R. Bristow (£15)  
Louise Wainwright (£10)

For more information 
and updates on social 
activities go to:

COMMUNITY
www.bigburycommunity.co.uk

OR
Check Notice Board outside 
HOLYWELL STORES

CHARTERLANDS CHATTER
https://en-gb.facebook.com/Charter-
lands-Chatter-
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           KINGSBRIDGE
            ARTS SOCIETY  

      Kingsbridge Methodist Hall
      Wednesday 7 for 7.30 pm
      Thursday 10 for 10.30 am

All welcome on payment/donation 
of  £8. Tea/coffee available.

APRIL Wed 25/Thurs 26
Foreigners in London 1520-1677
Speaker: Leslie Primo
Why were foreign painters preferred to 
English painters by London aristocra-
cy? 

MAY Weds 30th /Thurs 31st 
The Aztecs and their Civilisation
Speaker: Chloe Sayer

JUNE 27/28   Elgin Marbles Steve 
Kershaw

VISITS : April 17th Exeter Royal 
Albert Memorial Museum: June 19th 
Hestercombe house & Gardens

Organiser:                     Gill Markham
01548 714364  gill.markham@talk21.com    

BIGBURY LIFE 
           
                      BIGBURY 
           BOOKWORMS

We met at Pat’s house on March 7th 
and the book discussed was “The 
Keeper of  Lost Things” by Ruth Ho-
gan. With one exception we all loved 
this book. It said on the cover  that it 
was “charming” and it was just that - a 
wonderful book to be snowed up with!!  
The one member who read it, but was 
not too keen, thought it was implausi-
ble and too “chick-lit’”  The beauty of  
our Book Group is that we all like dif-
ferent types  of  books and  that it what 
makes for interesting discussion.

Our book for April is “Reservoir 13” 
by John McGregor and this will be
discussed when we meet on the first 
Wednesday of April at Jo’s  house.
New Members welcome. 
Call Iris 810365 .          Hazel Osborne

       
        KINGSBRIDGE &       

                SALTSTONE CARING 
    Needs Volunteers!

Formerly Saltstone Caring - we are a 
charity based in Kingsbridge helping 
vulnerable and isolated local people 
in surrounding parishes.  Our volun-
teers take their clients out to get a cup 
of  tea, go to a garden centre, visit the 
sea or go somewhere else locally for a 
change of  scenery along with helping 
some to do their shopping.  

This massively impacts the way a 
person feels who is lonely at home 
because mobility issues are making 
it hard for them to venture out.  A 
friendly face makes all the difference 
to a person’s life and sense of  wellbe-
ing and the feedback we get from our 
clients echoes this.  Our volunteers 
also enjoy their visits and find that 
helping others is rewarding. We ur-
gently need volunteers.  

Please contact: Julie Best-Clark, 
Support Co-ordinator    01548 854588   
julie@saltstonecaring.org.uk

KORNILOFF 
             COFFEE MORNING

Korniloff  Coffee Morning raised £213 
for Modbury Caring On Wednes-
day 7th March,  It was lovely to see 
so many supporters after the snowy 
weather. 
Many thanks to Michael who told us 
about the car service and befriending 
of  Modbury Caring plus all of  you 
who gave so generously.

On Wednesday 4th April we will be 
supporting Hope Cove Lifeboat so 
we hope to see you between 10.30 and 
noon.  Then on Wednesday 2nd May 
we will support South Hams Shrimps.

Our grateful thanks as usual to Gina 
and Gordon, their staff  and of  course 
the residents of  the Korniloff  for wel-
coming us into their lovely home and 
for their continuing support.
Jean and Yvonne

                   BIGBURY LADIES

The Bigbury Ladies outing in March 
was to the Riverford Field Kitchen 
for lunch.  Seven ladies plus honorary 
members Grant and Mike enjoyed 
a novel and interesting selection of  
dishes all cooked from locally grown 
organic ingredients and finishing with 
an array of  wonderful desserts.
 
Next months’ meeting will be on 
Wednesday 18th April when we hope 
to visit the Devon Rural Archives at 
Shilston for either lunch or afternoon 
tea.  Lynn will be emailing details or 
please ring her for more information 
on 810635.
Rita Baker

                                
                             MND CHARITY  
                         LUNCH

Pat Chadwick of  BoS, was expecting 
a delivery from the Donald Russell 
Purveyors of Quality Meat company, 
of  a turkey crown for Christmas Day.  
Imagine her surprise when a whole 
turkey weighing 5 kg was delivered. 
The bill was for a turkey crown. She 
thought, ”We are never going to be able to 
eat all that!” After a lengthy telephone 
conversation, the firm explained that 
they couldn’t take back the turkey but 
there would be no charge for it.  They 
would also refund the cost of  the tur-
key crown ordered. 

When Pat was asked what she would 
like to do with the whole turkey, she 
replied “Perhaps I will do a dinner for 
charity.” She knew about plans t=o 
raise money for Motor Nerone Disease 
in BoS. The firm of  Donald Russell 
was delighted with this suggestion. On 
11th February, for a nominated sum, 
eleven people sat down to dine on this 
unexpected gift. Everyone said how 
enjoyable the occasion was. 

Hans & Rose organised an excellent 
raffle beforehand. The sum of  money 
raised was £220.  Pat would like to 
thank all those who participated and 
gave so generously and the sous chef, 
Rose Owen. 

COPY DEADLINE    
for MAY ISSUE 
is 23rd APRIL 

Everyone’s cooperation 
is helpful



14

UNWIND IN BIGBURY

It’s our 3 year anniversary!! There are not 
many people that can say they love their 
job but I am one of  them!  Thank you 
to all my clients for taking the leap and 
trying me out at Unwind.  I am doing my 
best to cover all aspects of  beauty therapy 
to cater for all my client needs. 

During April we are introducing a make 
up range called Mii. Please pop in to try 
out the testers. I also have new Aromatika 
natural skin care and several new gel and 
polish colours ready for spring! 

We are now open Monday to Saturday 
offering completely flexible hours includ-
ing early mornings, evening and Saturday 
appointments. 

BARBER SHOP DROP IN 
Wednesday 25th April 12 -3 pm

free parking
Men only

Cut, brow, beard, nose trim 
and a coffee for only £10! 

Lesley, our foot health care practitioner, 
will be working on some Fridays during 
April.  Appointments   07712 472932

KRISTA on HALF MARATHON

Krista, our hairdresser, has once again 
decided to run the Plymouth half  mara-
thon in support of  a local charity.  Read 
all about Krista’s journey and the Jamie 
Procter Foundation online by typing in 
the link on the poster.             Louise Pitt
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Easter bookings also being taken now 
                         

We are looking for part-time staff

VENUS CHAT
On the grounds that nobody’s meant to 
understand April’s weather – other than 
it’s predictably unpredictable – we won’t 
waste a moment on the topic this month.

As we’re a café and not a branch of  the 
Met Office, we’ll focus instead on the 
food and drink. April signals the start 
of  our new menu, which will feature, in 
addition to a battered chicken fillet, a new 
beef  burger. Not just any new beef  burger, 
mind, this one comes with a jalapeno 
chilli and bell pepper cheese.

Making their Venus debuts are two new 
ice cream flavours: strawberries and 
cream and a blackcurrant sorbet. They’ll 
be joined soon by a gluten-free, vegan 
lolly from Swedish Glace.

Try our amazing milkshakes. We use 
local, Salcombe Dairy ice cream in the 
mix, along with natural flavours, no pre-
servatives and pieces of  real strawberries. 
And if  you were wondering, no, you can’t 
have a straw for that, sorry, but you can 
help yourself  to its sumptuousness via a 
wooden spoon.

Finally, while we’re welcoming new 
food and drink we’re saying goodbye 
to Martin. He’s leaving after 15 years’ 
service with Venus, mainly at Bigbury. 
Piloting the good ship Bigbury from here 
on are Andy and Suzanne, who both look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Martin, Andy 
and the Bigbury team.

BEACH SCHOOLS South West
Easter Holiday fun at the Beach!
Beach Schools – Silver award winners of  the Green Apple awards for Environmental 
Education are offering sessions on Bigbury Beach during the Easter Holidays

 Tues 3rd April 10 am – 3 pm
 Fri 12th April 10 am – 3 pm

Fun activities include shelter building, looking into rock pools, beach scavenge, fire 
making and marshmallow toasting! Children 6-14 welcome.
Questions/booking?   Ali Murray  0757 0040470  ali@beachschoolssouthwest.co.uk

BEACH BANTER
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The standard for living

MIKE MARTIN
ASSOCIATES

QUALITY BUILT IN 
DESIGN AND BUILD…

Craftsmanship, expertise and unrivalled attention 
to detail. We are creating dream homes all 
around Devon.

If you would like to find out more about our 
range of services, we’d love to hear from you.

Tel: 07836 782801     www.mma.consulting 

MMA Bigbury Jan Ad Set March.indd   2 15/03/2018   08:07

 

• • •

Avon Mill   
 

Garden Centre • Café • B&B 
Art & Crafts • Boutique • Florist 

  Woodland walks • Dogs welcome 
Independent shops • Plenty of parking   

Breakfasts, lunches & ‘ Devon Cream Teas ’   

Terry Edgecombe (top) with two honey 
frames, showing a frame full of  honey 
comb on rthe ight and a starter frame on 
the right  

StuartWatts (bottom) in bee suit  
removing a swarm from a bush. 
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FARM GATE

Bigbury has at least three beekeepers, 
Terry Edgecombe, Stuart Watts and An-
gela Holt. Bees make life happen. There 
are also many wild bees that provide 
the pollination needed for the wild and 
cultivated fruits, flowers and nuts in our 
parish and beyond. Bees are our volunteer 
Pollination Wardens and work tirelessly 
because they were born to this mission. 

Our farmers and gardeners need bees to 
be healthy and busy so that their crops 
and livelihoods are also robust.  Farmers 
contact local bee keepers if  they are going 
to spray chemical pesticides, as they are 
required to by law.  Normally spraying 
happens in the early evening when bees 
are inside the hive.  Locally this seems 
to work very well and neither of  the 
beekeepers I spoke to (Terry and Stuart) 
thought there was a local problem with 
pesticides and bee deaths. This is not the 
case internationally where neonicotinoid 
pesticides are known to have contributed 
to cololny collapse disorder and have 
been banned from use.  

Terry believes that any local problems 
with hive deaths are due to failure of  
bee keepers to judge whether they have 
enough food. Bees are fed by beekeepers 
in special chmabers in the hive where the 
bees can sip sugar water to supplement 
the nectar they have collected from flow-
ers.  “The best way to tell if  there is enough 
food in the hive’ says Terry, “is to pick up the 
hive when the bees are all shut inside at night, 
to judge whether it weighs enough.” During 
cold weather beekeepers need to feed 
their bees.
.  

he has had good success by dusting 
the hive with icing sugar.  He believes 
this may act as a lubricant for the bee’s 
body, making it difficult for the var-
roa mite to hold on. “Dead varroa fall 
through the grid at the bottom of  the hive, so 
it must be working’ says Stuart.   Neither 
Stuart nor Terry use insecticides with 
their bees for varroa control.

I was facinated to hear both these 
beekeepers describe with great passion 
and intrigue, the way that the worker 
bees and drones work as a community 
for the survival of  the hive.  A good 
beekeeper is very much in tune with the 
local environment, seasonal flowering, 
and the behaviour of  the bees. The 
production of  royal jelly, propolis and 
honey are the products of  their com-
bined labours.  

An old myth associated with bees re-
volves around having to tell bees about 
good and bad happenings in the family.  
perhaps they are as interested in us as 
we are with them.  

Terry has been a mentor for a number 
of  local bee keepers and tells me he 
would be willing to meet up with local 
Bigbury people who are thinking of  
taking up bee keeping.  Please make 
contcat with the Editor if  you would 
like to take him up on this offer.

Bee nice to bees.
Editor

When the countryside whites out 
and spring flowers are smothered in a    
sub-zero blanket of  snow, what happens 
to the bees?  

Veteran beekeeper, Terry Edgecombe, 
explains that the hives shut down and the 
drones surround the queen bee to insulate 
her from the deathly cold.  As the drones 
on the ouside edge of  this shimmering 
huddle of  bees begin to cool down, they 
shuffle back towards the middle of  the 
group to warm up, displacing the warm 
bees in the centre who need to take their 
turn on the cold front

For the few hours during Storm Emma, 
when blue skies seeped through the white 
shroud  of  snow laiden clouds, Terry’s 
bees came out to bask in the sunshine.  
Of  course there were no flowers visible.  
Perhaps this sunshine had just enough 
warmth in it to share with these cold 
blooded insects so that they could return 
to their duties in the hive.    

Stuart Watts decided to take up bee 
keeping when he retired to Bigbury.  As a 
biologist he was facinated by the be-
haviour of  insects and thought it would 
be an enjoyable countryside activity.  Stu-
art attended an evening course at Hadlow 
College in Kent to get himeslef  started.  
Both Stuart and Terry remarked that the 
pesonality of  the entire bee hive is dic-
tated by the personality of  the queen bee 
because they are all genetically identical. 

When asked about how he copes with the 
dreaded varroa mite, Stuart revealed that

HAPPY 65th BIRTHDAY
13th April

LINDA OSMOND

Still really cute! 
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The Holywell
B E D  &  B R E A K F A S T

Dane & Hilary Vanstone
St. Ann’s Chapel, Kingsbridge TQ7 4HQ  T: 01548 810308
www.holywell-bigburybedandbreakfast.co.uk

3 Comfortable bedrooms available all year round,
with stunning views overlooking Dartmoor and

surrounding countryside.
Near to beaches and local facilities.

8

L  -   1.42 pm  

L -    5.39  pm

L -  12.31 pm 

L -  5.17 pm    

L -  12.35 pm

L -   6.28 am   

L -    1.11. pm  

L -    6.29 pm  

L - 1.16 pm     

L -     2.20 pm  

L -   7.47 am   

L -  1.50 pm    

L -  7.21 am    

L  -   2.54  pm 

L -    9.03 am  

L -     2.27 pm 

L -  8.57 am    

L - 3.24    pm 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

1

8

15

22

29

9

16

23

30

2

10

17

24

3

KORNILOFF COFFEE  
10.30 - noon

SHRIMPS  
9.30 -11.45 MH

Fishermans Rest 6.30 pm
KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ

YOUTH CLUB 
17.30 -19.30 MH

BRIDGE  MH
1.30 - 3.30 pm

BEACH SCHOOL
10 am – 3 pm

BRIDGE  MH
1.30 - 3.30 pm

UNWIND 
BARBERS SHOP Drop IN 
12 - 3 pm

St Lawrence Service 
11.00 am 
Holy Communion

St Lawrence Service 
11.00 am
Sunday Service

Korniloff, Bigbury-on-Sea
Holy Communion
2.30 pm

St Lawrence Service 
11.00 am
Sunday Service

HIMALAYAN EVENING
7 pm  MH

St Lawrence Service 
11.00 am 
Holy Communion

APRIL 2018 BLACK bins 

April Fools Day

EASTER DAY

BLACK bins 

BLACK bins 

BROWN bins 
RE-CYCLING

BROWN bins 
RE-CYCLING

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am
 
YOGA  MH
7.00 - 8.15 pm

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

Ringmore Church
10.30 am 
Team Servicce

National Trust Day Out
East Soar Farm
11am – 3pm

Key: MH = Memorial Hall

ADVERTISE HERE
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

75 w x 45 h

£ 120 / 12 issues 
content can change each month    OR
£ 20 for one month only 

ADVERTISE 
HERE

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

45 w x 75 h

£ 120 / 12 issues 
content can change each month   
 
OR

£ 20 for one month only 

FRYER TUCKS  re-opens 

INDOOR BOWLS  MH
7.30 - 9.30 pm
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BIGBURY NEWS 
accepts no responsibility 
for errors in the calendar.  

Check tides before
journeys.  
Check with organisers 
about tickets & times.

8

L -    9.03 am  

L -     2.27 pm 

L -  8.57 am    

L - 3.24    pm 

L -   10.09 am   

L -    3.04 pm  

L -    10.08 am  

L -   3.51   pm

L -     11.02 am 

L -  3.42 pm    

L -     11.04 am 

L -    4.18  pm

L - 11.48 am     

L -  4.25 pm    

L -  11.52 am    

L -  4.48   pm 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

11

18

25

4

12

19

26

5

13

20

27

6

14

21

28

7

 LOW TIDES 
 Bigbury-on-Sea

PICKWICK QUIZ  8 pm

PICKWICK QUIZ  8 pm

PICKWICK QUIZ  8 pm 

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING

WI Hall Ringmore
11.00 am

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

FIT 2 GO   MH
Aerobics 9.15 am
Pilates 10.05 am

KORNILOFF COFFEE  
10.30 - noon

SHRIMPS  
9.30 -11.45 MH

BEACH SCHOOL
10 am – 3 pm

UNWIND 
BARBERS SHOP Drop IN 
12 - 3 pm

BIGBURY BUYS 
LOCALLY 

DO YOU?

FILLING STATION   MH

ADVERTISE 
HERE

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

45 w x 75 h

£ 120 / 12 issues 
content can change each month   
 
OR

£ 20 for one month only 

Holywell Stores stock 
of  clear and blue 
recycling bags so that 
residents can restock 
easily without having to 
contact South Hams.

ADVERTISE HERE

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

75 w x 140 h

£ 300 / 12 issues 
content can change 
each month  
  
OR

£ 50 for one month only 

 
 

	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	

																		
	
																																																									
	

																																																																																						www.restassuredproperties.co.uk  
 

 
Do you have a holiday home in Bigbury? 

Rest Assured Properties are looking for more 
rental properties to satisfy the high demand. We 
promise a low commission rate so you can sit back 

and earn a great income. 
	

Call Patsy on 01752 830409 or 07722294060  
or email restassured@hotmail.co.uk 

for more information                                                                        

 
 

Flexible, Friendly & Affordable 	
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Whether or not you believe that plants 
can predict the weather, British folk law 
is littered with sayings on the same.  

Very topical in late March and early 
April is the saying: “Ash before Oak 
- we’re in for a soak, Oak before Ash - 
we’re in for a splash. This refers to the 
time of  first leaf  of  the two trees as an 
indication of  the coming summer.  The 
study of  such phenomena is referred 
to as phenology which is “the study 
of  periodic plant and animal life cycle 
events and how these are influenced by 
seasonal and interannual variations in 
climate”.  

So how have they done historically?  
The UK Fields Studies Council in a 
news item of  29 March 2016 reports 
that in recent times the oak is winning 
but back in the late 1700’s Robert Mar-
sham (sometimes called the Father 
of  Phenology) recorded the Ash more 
often coming into leaf  first.  

What has changed?  More warm, dry 
springs tend to help oak advance more 
quickly.  The average temperature (Jan 
- Apr) for the years 1751 – 1787 was 
4.7°C, for the years 2000 – 2015 it was 
6.3°C.  The only two recent years when 
Ash came into leaf  earliest stand out as 
ones with cold, late springs.  However, 
at the time of  writing the temperature is 
close to zero so may be the Ash might 
win this year!  I hope so.  

Of  course, this still does not answer the 
question -  is this phrenological event a 
good predictor of  the rainfall to come? 
Well I am very sorry to report that I do 
not have an answer nor does anyone 
else I suspect.  Verdict – keeping check-
ing the seven-day weather forecast for 
rain.

However, do not confuse this with frost 
in late April and early May when the 
flowers are fully open and they can be 
seriously damaged by frost.  As a result 
of  the cold temperatures we are expe-
riencing currently (late February and 
early March) the prediction is that we 
should be in for a good apple harvest.  
Oh… and this is a scientifically estab-
lished fact and not a country saying. 
 Good weather watching!

MAY BE 
MAYBE NOT! !

           TAKE A WALK
           on the WILD SIDE
Bigbury volunteer footpath wardens, 
Norman Botton and Trish Bagley are 
updating David Gay’s footpath booklet 
which he wrote when he was the footpath 
warden and editor of  Bigbury News.  

We will publish a route each month and 
later collate these into a new booklet to 
be published by Bigbury News. Colour 
adverts from businesses mentioned in the 
description of  the walks will pay for the 
printing. Local business offering refresh-
ment or accommodation to walkers 
should get in touch with the Editor to 
reserve advertising space. Any profit will 
be donated to local charities. 

Get walking!
A walk along the beach is possible 3 
hours either side of  low tide. Check the 
low tide tables in Bigbury News Calendar.
 
1. Starting in car park you have a fine 
view of  the island with the art deco hotel, 
completed in 1930s, next to and above 
the original green wooden hotel. If  the 
outside lights are on, the Pilchard Inn is 
open, if  not the Venus Cafe is in the low-
er car park or you might get coffee and 
cakes from the tuk tuk on neighbouring 
Sedgewell Beach.

2. Walk up the peaceful estuary to Cock-
leridge Ham. Look for egrets, herons, 
warblers by the water and raptors above.

3. Turn inland at the point where the 
summer ferry to Bantham departs - 10-
11am and 3-4 pm only. You will have 
passed by the remains of  2nd World War 
defences on the beach.

4. Follow signs back across the “Ham” 
towards the footpath up the hill. Rest on 
the stone seats with stunning views across 
Bigbury Bay to Hope Cove.

5. At Folly Farm take care crossing the 
road and continue beyond the burger van 
and through the camp site field to the 
brow of  the hill. Nice views to the edge of  
Dartmoor. Turn left down the hill keeping 
the Huers hut on the island in front of  
you as your guide.

6. The last part down back to the car park is 
by road but why not then cross the spit (the 
proper term is tombolo) and follow the 
paths up to the Huers Hut, where a notice 
board tells you why it was built!
You have earned a drink by now!

Snow and the constant wet and stormy 
weather has delayedour conservation and 
improvement works.  Storm Emma also 
caused severe damage to Wembury Point 
slipway and a footpath being washed 
away at Hallsands. Due to the damage to 
the slipway at Wembury Point we have 
had to close the access at that point to 
ensure visitor safety. The structure is being 
assessed and works will happen to make 
the area safe again. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the Ayrmer Cove beach clean. This beau-
tiful little cove does seem to collect sea-
borne rubbish.  It costs our team £1000’s 
each year to remove beach litter and these 
funds come out of  our vital conservation 
budget so we always promote the take 
your rubbish (including dog waste) home 
with you.

Our new Land Outdoors and Nature Proj-
ect officer is Ken Neal who will cover the 
Bolt Head to Bolt tail area near Salcombe.  
Ken will manage a project on landscape 
scale change for the benefit of  nature and 
the environment.  I will keep you updated 
as the project develops. 

National Trust EVENTS
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events

29th April 2018, 11am – 3pm
Day Out on East Soar Farm. 
Join the Trust Rangers and South Devon 
AONB team for a fun day at East Soar 
Farm. See the farm animals, enjoy a farm 
trail, bug hunts, pond dipping, storytell-
ing, children’s activities, refreshments in 
the walkers café, BBQ with Holsome Park 
Quality Meats and more!

13th May 2018, 10am – 4pm 
Family Fun on the beach – Wembury. 
Fun activities for all ages. Check out the 
crazy creatures in a rockpool, make your 
own kite, make some wild art and more… 
Organised by the National Trust, Devon 
Wildlife Trust Marine Centre and South 
Devon AONB.                  
Lorna Sherriff                 01548 562344
Area Ranger
South Devon National Trust
lorna.sherriff@nationaltrust.org.uk
Twitter: @NTSouthDevon
Facebook: National Trust South

ENVIRONMENT  
MATTERS

NATIONAL TRUST
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ADVERTISE

If  you are a business that would like to advertise 
in the new ‘Take a Walk on the Wildside’ booklet 
(published in 2019) - please get in touch with 
the Editor and reserve your place.

We will be promoting local businesses on the footpaths 
in the booklet. 
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I was intrigued by the advert above and 
asked Beth Huntley to explain what it was 
all about.  Her full explanation will be 
available on the Bigbury News 
section of  the comminity website - when 
I have time to re-design this with Stuart 
Watts the website editor. In the meantime 
- here is a short insight that I have edited.  
We have amazing people in Bigbury!

Beth explains there is a flow of  energy 
around every living body, similar to the 
flow of  blood through the veins. Some-
times bodies have a blood blot sometimes 
they have an energy clot or block, caused 
by physical or emotional issues. Healing 
can enable the dispersal of  this block as 
aspirin can disperse a blood clot, there-
fore enabling the stream of  energy which 
keeps us alive to continue to flow to every 
part of  the body. 

h This energy is available through the 
hands and sometimes the eyes of  a healer, 
but the clients body has to draw it through 
the ealer into their own body. If  it doesn’t 
want it, it doesn’t suck it through. The 
healer is a conduit, a straw,  not a donor, 
the healing is available through him/
her but it is not the healers own energy. 
Sometimes the client can feel the heal-
ing entering their body, some people feel 
warmth others alternative sensations, 
some sense nothing. Often the person will 
feel sleepy as the energy spreads through 
their body, reaching each part in turn 
according to its need, the body prioritises 
which area most needs healing. A quick 
4-6 minute ‘fix’ can usually shift a head-
ache but for a proper treatment, a client 
should experience a number of  1-1.15 hr 
sessions all of  which are free.

CASUAL VACANCY
PARISH COUNCILLOR

Bigbury Parish Councillor
Contcat Parish Clerk

clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Update March 2018

Strategic Environmental Assessment - 
Draft Scoping Report now prepared.

Geophysical Report of  site of  Com-
munity Led Housing Scheme finished.  
Does not show any anomalies which 
might be of  concern.

Drainage, transport, archaeological and 
ecological reports in progress.  Topo-
graphical Survey being carried out.

Views and vistas - Very little response 
from parishioners but Steering Group 
have prepared assessment which will be 
subject to consultation.

List of  local assets - Very little response 
from parishioners.  Studies by youth 
of  Parish need to be postponed until 
Valerie can walk without crutches ie 
at least 6 weeks.  Steering Group have 
prepared initial list for consultation.
Valerie Scott
Chairman of  Bigbury Parish Neigh-
bourhood Plan Steering Group  
01548 810336  Glen Cottage
Bigbury, Kingsbridge  TQ7 4AP
valeriescott@bigbury.net

HANDS ON ENERGY HEALING
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Super( Ultra) fast Broadband Update
 
BT Openreach have lost the contract to 
carry out Phase 2 of  the Superfast Broad-
band rollout. GigaClear, an ‘Ultrafast’ 
company have been awarded it instead. 

This means that customers will receive 
a ‘Fibre to the Premises’ (FttP) service 
instead of  ‘Fibre to the Cabinet’ (FttC). 
According to the Rollout schedule on 
their website, they are due to start work in 
our area during Q2 of  2018.

 https://www.gigaclear.com/
 
As it’s a different method of  delivering 
the internet there’s no need to install a 
new green DSLAM- Digital Subscriber 
Line Access Multiplier- cabinet in the 
villages. Fibre cables will be laid in the 
road and each property will have its own 
dedicated fibre ‘pot’ outside. 

Another fibre cable is run into the house 
direct from that, hence the ‘Fibre to 
the Premises’ moniker. They then give 
customers a choice of  how fast they want 
their broadband speed to be- 50 Megs, 
100 Megs, 200 Megs or 1000 Megs (at a 
cost).
 
I’d recommend residents visit the Giga-
clear website and register their interest- it 
will show a demand and place greater 
importance on our locality.
 
I’m happy to provide advice should it be 
required.                                   Phil Shea

TGO Web Services Ltd
01548 810628                  07777 665872
phil@tgoweb.co.uk

BROADBAND

BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Iris McSherry                               810365

BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle                                      

MEMORIAL HALL CHAIRMAN
Charles Harrington                        810023
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

KORNILOFF COFFEE MORNING
Yvonne Klidjian
Jean Wright

HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington                        810023

CHAIRMAN
Valerie Scott                      01548 810336                
valeriescott@bigbury.net                          

CHAIRMAN
Steve Comely                    07871 310987
facebook.com/kingsbridge2017
stevecomley@hotmail.co.uk                          

VICE CHAIRMAN
George Rosevear 
CllrRosevear.bigburypc@gmail.com                               

CHAIRMAN
Bryan Carson                       01548 810296
CllrCarson.bigburypc.@gmail.com

PARISH CLERK
Richard Mathews    
01752 896266 or         mob 07967 130599
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com
FOOTPATH WARDEN
Trish Bagley  
trishbagley@icloud.com

FOOTPATH WARDEN
Norman Botton   
normanbotton@hotmail.co.uk
REPORT DOG FOULING
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/webre-
portit

COUNCILLOR
Cathy Case                          01548 810079
CllrCase.bigburypc.@gmail.com
COUNCILLOR
Hannah Getley  
CllrGetley.bigburypc@gmail.com                             

COUNCILLOR
Sharon Smith                      01548 810115
CllrSmith.bigburypc@gmail.com

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Beth Huntley 
CllrHuntley.bigburypc@gmail.com                               

BRIDGE
Jan Lucas                                     810335

MODBURY PRE-SCHOOL
Kate Peakman Modbury       PL21 0RB
                                           01548 831477

COMMUNITY
www.bigburycommunity.co.uk

CHARTERLANDS CHATTER
https://en-gb.facebook.com/Charter-
lands-Chatter-

WAVES YOUTH CLUB
Louise Pitt -                       07786 860440

SHRIMPS - TODDLERS 
Rebecca Phelan  bexwells2002@yahoo.

YOUTH MATTERSUTH

SOCIAL MEDIAUTH

LOCAL INFO WEBSITESUTH

SOCIAL GROUPS

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Can you find any errors 
or ommissions? Please let 
Editor know. Thank you

BIGBURY 
CONTACTS

BIGBURY ON SEA HOLIDAYS
www.bigburyonsea.co.uk

VENUS
www.lovingthebeach.co.uk

DISCOVERY SURF
www.discoverysurf.com

BURGH ISLAND
www.burghisland.com

THE CAUSEWAY LEISURE CLUB
www.burghislandcauseway.com/Enter-
tainment.html

CHALLABOROUGH PARK
https://www.parkdeanresorts.co.uk/
entertainment/

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

PICKWICK INN
thepickwick.co.uk

HOLYWELL STORES
https://holywellstores.2day.uk

UNWIND
www.unwindinbigbury.co.uk

MOUNT FOLLY FARM
https://www.bigburyholidays.co.uk
MOUNT FOLLY FARM
https://www.bigburyholidays.co.uk

OYSTER SHACK
www.oystershack.co.uk

JOURNEYS END
www.thejourneysendinn.co.uk

THE DOLPHIN INN
www.dolphininnkingston.co.uk

CALIFORNIA INN
https://thecaliforniainn.co.uk
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07856 550 239
devoncowone@gmail.com
www.devoncow.co.uk

Adverts • Artwork
Banners • Brochures • Branding
Business Cards / Stationery
Digital Art  • Flyers • Invitations
Labels • Leaflets • Logo Design
Menus • Posters • T-Shirts
Wedding Stationery and more!

find out what the moo can do for you…

…in the South Hams and beyond

graphic design
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    BIGBURY ART BEAT

Why not enjoy some painting 
during the easter holidays and 
paint some of  the letters of  the 
alphabet for the 
BIGBURY ALPHABET 
POSTER?

Choose from any of  the sugges-
tions below.

 A   agriculture
 B   beach
 C   caravans, camping
 D   doormouse.
 E    estuary 
 F    fishing, footpaths
 G   golf  course 
 H   Holywell 
 I     Burgh island
 J     jackdaw
 K    kingfisher
 L    St Lawrence
 M   Memorial Hall
 N   neighbours
 O   Oysters 
 P    Pilchards
 Q   Quercus (oak) 
 R   River Avon 
 S    surf, swimming 
 T    tidal road
 U   Umbrellas
 V   Violets
 W  willows & wildflowers
 X   cross roads
 Y   yacht
 Z   zumba   

Do you want to help me with the 
BIGBURY POSTER?  I need 
some help to choose which of  the 
entries go in the final poster. Call 
01548 810991 

We offer space in ART BEAT for 
local artists to exhibit their works 
for sale in colour. A small fee 
applies. 

I am actively seeking advertisers 
who will sponsor this page.  Can 
you help me find sponsors and 
advertisers? 

ADVERTISE HERE
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com



26

BIGBURY NEWS 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

FREE COPIES
Bigbury News - to 450 homes in Bigbury

thanks to volunteer DISTRIBUTION TEAM 

DONATIONS
welcome all year round
cheques ‘Bigbury News’ 

BACS :Lloyds Bank  Sort Code  30-99-12

Acc No: 29305568  Acc Name Bigbury News

SUBSCRIPTIONS
2nd class post to UK mainland 

£30 per year (12 issues - colour version)
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

01548 810991 

BIGBURY 
REMINISCENCES

Please send the Editor your 
reminiscences about past life in 
Bigbury.  Maximum 250 words.

Second home owners and local 
residents are equally welcome to 
contribute.  

If second home owners would like 
to keep in touch better and plan 
their trips to Bigbury to coincide 
with local events - please consider 
subscribing to Bigbury News.

The local History Society and Jenny 
Very have generously allowed Big-
bury News to archive the old copies 
of Bigbury News. We almost have a 
complete set.  Thank you.

The Editor will advise on miss-
ing copies and request Readers to 
donate any missing issues to the 
archive.

We will publish extracts from the 
archive copies in the current Big-
bury News.  Perhaps it will encour-
age you to reminisce? 

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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BIGBURY  ALBUM

POSTCARDS to BIGBURY

POST CARDS to BIGBURY

While Bigbury was shivering 5 of  its res-
idents were at Playa Blanca, Lanzarote 
nicely warm.  David and Sandy Gay at 
the front, Lynn Hiscock, Angie Bond, 
and Sheila Harrison at the front.  We 
met up for a meal. 

BIGBURY ALBUM
Cauliflower auction (donated by John 
Tucker) at the Conservative AGM - 
Bigbury Golf  Club (top left).  Claude 
Bourbon evening was brought forward 
to 5.30 pm during the second snow 
weekend but many people braved the 
snow to experience this enchanting gui-
tar recital.  (botoom left and top right). 
Burgh Island was also snowed in - photo 
Annika Connolly (mid left). Snow man 
- photo Johnny Morris (guess which 
one). 
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Time to take a trip to our 
advertisers businesses?

Avon Mill
Holywell Stores
Turtle Farm

Check out what seeds and 
plants they have for sale.
  
Please tell them you saw 
their advert in 
BIGBURY NEWS.

Well, what a March we have had! The 
cold weather will have certainly knocked 
back the slugs and snails, but don’t under-
estimate their tenacity.

I hope you’ve managed to prepare some 
ground .The frost will have helped break 
up the ground  ready for raking. Now, 
have you drawn your veg plot plan? It re-
ally is important. This month I’m talking 
about how to maximise your veg produc-
tion with double cropping, inter cropping 
and succession cropping. You will need to 
keep a record of  crop rotation . Here is a 
diagram that illustrates my planting plan 
for 2018. 

INTERCROPPING    
1.Sowing radish seeds and parsnip seeds 
at the same time in the same row.  Start 
with the parsnips.  Sow 5 seeds 150mm 
apart along the row. Then sow the rad-
ish seeds between the parsnips in the 
same drill. They germinate early and  are 
harvested before the parsnips need all the 
space. 

2. Plant lettuce plants between potato and 
brussel rows. Again, the lettuces will be 
harvested early.  

SUCCESSION CROPPING   
Harvest your early potatoes as early as 
possible to free up space for growing 
sweetcorn, squash, broccoli etc.   Develop 
these follow on plants in pots or modules 
or seedling beds.  

CROP ROTATION 
Try to rotate your crops so that next years 
plants benefit  from the previous crop. 

Generally, brassicas follow potatoes
[brassicas like lime added to the soil just 
before planting, but potatoes do not.]   
Avoid sowing the same type of  crops in 
the same location.    

SOWING SEEDS   Prior to sowing your 
first seeds, it will pay you  to use some 
horticultural fleece or plastic sheeting to 
warm up the soil to help germination.  

SETTING OUT   Setting out is vital. Lev-
el the soil with a rake and timber levelling 
batons. Define locations with marker 
sticks. Use a line to ensure the rows are 
perfectly straight and follow the sowing 
instructions on the packet. Sew the seeds 
with the ultimate care on a non windy 
day. Plant thinly.    

ASPARAGUS    If  you have the space 
the vegetable I like the best is asparagus.
It grows well in Bigbury and it does grow 
wild (only I know where!).  April is the 
best time to plant  asparagus crowns. 
Ensure that you have some well rotted 
manure for the base of  the trench.  Mulch 
with Bigbury seaweed which will keep the 
weeds down and feed the plants. You will 
have to wait until next year for your first 
harvest and it will be in full production in 
3  years.  

Lots to get on with then after the slow 
start. A few vegetables that I would 
recommend are----potatoes---kestrel     
beetroot---pablo    tomatoes---sungold   
carrots---romance   Look forward to the 
excitement of  seeing the first green shoots 
created by your energy.  Keep at it !  
Peat Marsh

It’s that time of  year again when farmer, 
John Tucker, turns into the cauliflower 
king of  Bigbury!  It is quite a challenge to 
think of  things to do with a mountain of  
generously donated cauliflowers.  Help!

Please share your recipes in Bigbury Bake 
Off for caulifowers and carrots. From 
now on we will feature recipes from local 
people using local produce. Please start 
thinking about recipes for honey, lamb, 
pork, beef, milk, eggs, oysters, crab, fish 
and cheese.  

What have I left out?                                          
Editor

GARDEN GATE

COMMON 
GROUND

BIGBURY
BAKE OFF

How many elephants are there 
in Bigbury?  

The Editor knows of  three homes in 
Bigbury which have at least 230 elephants 
inside them!  

If  you also have alot of  elephants please 
let the Editor know and this will be the 
fun topic for Common Ground in May 
issue.

Please contact the Editor if  you have a 
topic for Common Ground.                 
Editor



29

Waterside Property

We Let Our Clients 
Do The Talking...

“You have been brilliant through the whole 
process”

3 Church Street
Modbury
PL21 0WD
01548 830831
modbury@luscombemaye.com

“We were so 
impressed with the 
photography, 
marketing and 
honesty of your team”

“Just to thank you 
for your enduring 
patience in the 
sale of our house”

“Thank you for your work and patience”

“Modbury, have been fantastic, 
very patient and understanding, 
helpful and professional”

Organic and Vegan; Gluten, Wheat & dairy - free
Available from HOLYWELL STORES

John Tucker in a jovial mood at last year’s 
Harvest Festival!

 

Computer Problems? 
Call 

 

Web Services Ltd 
 

Locally Based, Quick Service, 
Reasonable Rates 

 
We can help with: 

•  New/Replacement PC's and Peripherals • Laptops • PC repairs • 
• Broadband Installation • Hardware Upgrades • Web Design  • 
•  Virus Removal • Data recovery • Online Safety • Lessons •  

•  Laptop repairs • Computer Tune-ups • Wireless Help  • 
•   PC  Healthchecks  •  Network Troubleshooting   •  

•    Authorised AVG Internet Security Reseller  • 

Affordable and effective  
computer repairs & support.  

Fast, reliable Service. 
Clear, helpful advice. 

 
Call Phil on 01548 810628 or 
E-mail: phil@tgoweb.co.uk 
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Minutes Bigbury Parish Council 
Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel on 
Wednesday 14th March 2018 at 7.30pm. 

PRESENT: Cllr. B Carson (chair), Cllrs: 
C Rosevear, S Smith, E Huntley, and 
Clerk R Matthews. C.Cllr Gilbert and 
thirteen residents were also in attendance.

Declaration of Interest

The Chairman read out a statement in 
respect of  Declaration of  Interest. The 
following was recorded – Cllr. Carson de-
clared an interest in planning application 
8c and Cllr. Case, although absent, asked 
that her interest in planning application 
8e also be recorded.
 
1.0 Apologies for absence:  
Cllr. Case and Cllr. Getley

2.0 Minutes previous meeting Feb14th ‘18 
Cllr. Carson asked for amendment to the 
minutes – paragraph 5.0 County Council-
lor’s report. The annual cost of  £700,000 
related to the District, not the County. 
This amendment was made. Cllr. Smith pro-
posed the minutes be approved Cllr. Huntley seconded 
Councillors voted unanimously to accept the minutes, 
which were duly signed by the Chairman.

3.0 Matters arising (actions) from last 
meeting and not covered  this agenda: 

Timely grass cutting is still to be resolved. 
Cllr. Carson agreed to monitor this and 
advise SHDC when cutting was needed.

The application from Venus Café appli-
cation to amend their licence to serve al-
cohol had been approved by the licencing 
authority but not the change of  condition 
and alcohol could still only be sold in 
conjunction with food. 

P3 funding request had been submitted 
on time.

Planning application for Air Ambulance 
night landing site had been registered 
with the planning authorities although 
the application fee was £117.00 and not 
£95.00 as previously stated.

4.0 Challaborough Holiday Park – an 
update from Mr Steve Radford

Mr Radford shared the following infor-
mation: Email with all upcoming events 
would be sent to the Clerk shortly (for 
onward distribution).

The organisation of  the fun run was being 
taken over by staff  at the Pickwick Inn 
although the Holiday Park would con-
tinue to support the event. The issue of  
car parking was to be resolved.  £40,000 
had been invested in the swimming pool 
and local residents can make use of  this 
facility off  season.

The neighbourhood plan from Ringmore 
had been shared with the park manage-
ment.  There was an expectation that the 
beach would achieve blue flag status.
Beach cleaning was taking place daily and 
twice daily in peak season.

The Waterfront restaurant has a new 
menu with competitive prices. This facili-
ty was open to local residents.
There had been no significant issues with 
caravan movements in the last year.

A tree survey had been completed as part 
of  a three year cycle.  Farmer Tucker’s 
field was available as an overflow car 
park (maximum 27 day availability per 
annum).
The introduction of  a triathlon would be 
considered in future years.

The holiday park continues to pay to keep 
the public toilets open. SHDC reduced 
their funding for RNLI and the holiday 
park now pays £11k towards the RNLI 
cover.

Planning approval for changes to the 
restaurant was given but the work is cur-
rently on hold.  All members of  the local 
community are welcome to visit and use 
the facilities, although there may be some 
restrictions at peak times.

Mr Radford asked if  it would be possible 
to use the side wall of  the bus shelter as 
advertising space for the holiday park and 
he would ensure whatever was placed 
there would be suitable. SHDC planning 
restrictions may apply. Action Mr Rad-
ford

5.0 Open session
Resident A expressed strong views and 
concerns in respect of  the Waves Edge 
planning application. Chairman agreed to 
bring the discussion forward (see agenda 
item 8b). Many residents affected by this 
development attended the meeting and 
shared their views, which relate to: signif-
icant increased mass of  the development, 
a design that resulted in the property                                      

Shearwater being significantly over-
looked, failure of  the architect/owner to 
lower the roof  ridge line, ensuring it was 
no higher than the existing building. This 
specific point remained a major concern 
as the Parish Council have previously ob-
jected to the height, this had been upheld 
by the District Council and furthermore 
had also been upheld by an independent 
review panel. No discussion had taken 
place between the applicants and resi-
dents who were further concerned that a 
new Planning Officer would just look at 
the drawings presented (showing 0.3mtr) 
increased height and approve the develop-
ment as this being a non-material change. 
The Councillors acknowledged the ongo-
ing concerns and Cllr. Rosevear proposed 
a further (and ongoing) objection to this 
development. Cllr. Smith seconded the proposal 
and the Councillors unanimously agreed.

Resident B was very concerned about 
the appeal decision in respect of  St Ann’s 
Chapel – APP/K1128/W/17/3182/00, 
asking that the following be formally 
recorded:
I was shocked and cannot believe the 
Secretary of  State appeal has approved 
the construction of  this new road. They 
seem to think it will improve the Pickwick 
junction when in fact it will only create 
a worse problem at the proposed new ‘T’ 
junction on the B3392. It does not have 
two-way traffic because of  its width and 
it will also redistribute the flow of  traffic 
in the area and as far as I can see cause a 
build-up of  traffic in both directions on 
the B3392. The visibility does not meet 
the required standard for pedestrians and 
will increase the speed of  traffic which 
already does not adhere to the 30mph 
speed limit.

The speed survey was not undertaken 
to DMRB standards. I have never felt so 
strongly about something in my whole 
life and fear there will be a fatality if  it 
goes ahead. I shall probably end up being 
buried under the new road but I will have 
done my part in trying to prevent this 
unnecessary road as we do not need any 
more houses which will become second 
homes! Why will the powers that be not 
listen to local opinion from people who 
live here? They really do not know our 
roads and our traffic problems, especial-
ly in the summer. If  it does go ahead I 
sincerely hope you, the Parish Council, 
will ensure the schedule of  conditions is 
strictly followed.
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CASH in the ATTIC

Time to clear out that garage and attic!   Limited 
space to advertise items for sale -  first come first 
served.  Bigbury residents only.  Adverts free of  
charge for items less than £250 in value. Adverts 
for items over this value will cost £10 per entry.   
Each Advert 4 lines: short description, contact 
telephone & name.  

Sagemcom DTR94500S 500GB HD 
Satellite Digital TV Recorder + free-
sat+power supply & controller.     £50     
Stuart Watts                  01548 810373  

Garden furniture, oblong mesh dining 
table and 6 high back reclining chairs 
with cushions. Needs some tlc.    £50
Fiona Dukes                 01548 811188

COME & GET IT

Someone may want your unwanted items and be 
pleased to come & get it from you. These items 
would be free of  charge.  Adverts for Bigbury resi-
dents only.  Advert free too.      Action Stations!

ADVERTISE HERE
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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This is the second year that British 
Science Week have funded activities at 
youth club.  This year they have fund-
ed  a science trip - more about the trip 
nearer the time....but we are hoping for 
a rather special visit to the National 
Marine Aquarium.  It would be great 
to have more of  the youth in Bigbury 
joining in the local Bigbury youth club 
activities and making new local friends. 

During this week’s celebrations we 
carried out a selection of  Seadream’s fa-
vourite science activities. Ruby is learn-
ing about the chemistry and biology of  
slime whilst having a great time making 
it herself. Matilda has made her own 
universal indicator and is now testing 
the acidity/ alkalinity of  various sub-
stances. The huddle of  kids are making 
bath bombs.

By the look on Geoff ’s face I think he 
was looking for the element of  surprise 
and was pleased to find gold.
Best wishes to everyone.
Juliette Jackson

Why Join Youth Club?

We try to entertain them. We have 
sessions doing crafts - making badges, 
decoupage on boxes and pots, painting 
egg cups: science tables making tooth-
paste (horrible taste), bath bombs and 
green gunge (yuk) and cooking sessions 
for cakes and pancakes (lovely)

Then there are games - a pool table, ta-
ble football, table tennis, indoor hockey 
and the playing field is  outside when 
the weather allows (we all enjoyed the 
snow!). Plus many more games that the 
youngsters make up themselves.

And that is what it is really about - it is 
their club and they can  join in whatev-
er they wish. It is a chance to socialize 
with their friends from school and make 
new friends; to play and have fun away 
from school and parents - and televi-
sion and mobiles. Those that come love 
it - they must do for they keep coming. 
We do have rules that insist that they 
respect and are kind to each other.

Youth Club is every Tuesday in term 
time from 17.30- 19.30  (Apologies to 
parents but we helpers can only cope 
this long!)                  Geoff Edwards

WAVES YOUTH CLUBBIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES (cont from p 30)

Cllr. Carson agreed with the views but 
stated the Parish Council did not have suf-
ficient funds to support taking this matter 
to a Judicial Review.

Resident C expressed concerns about the 
lack of  maintenance to trees and bushes 
on the roads around Ringmore, adding 
this was National Trust property. Cllr. 
Huntley stated that the Chairman of  
Ringmore Council had met with a repre-
sentative from the National Trust earlier 
today to discuss this problem. However 
the outcome of  that meeting was not yet 
known.

6.0 County Councillor’s report

C.Cllr Gilbert stated there was a backlog 
of  pothole repairs and the current spell 
of  bad weather was making the overall 
situation worse, compounded further by 
the fact that the normal repair teams had 
been re-deployed to snow related tasks. 

C.Cllr Gilbert stated he had access to 
investment funds to support local projects 
and would support the installation of  a 
new defibrillator in Challaborough – a re-
sponse to a question raised by Resident D.

C.Cllr Gilbert stated the Council Tax in-
crease included a percentage for the care 
of  the elderly, adding that this particular 
part of  the budget was ring-fenced.

C. Cllr Gilbert reminded the Parish Coun-
cil that is unable to attend every meeting 
but that he always monitors and responds 
to e mails.

7.0 District Councillor’s report 

D.Cllr Huntley shared information that 
there may be a potential transfer of  own-
ership of  Burgh Island.

The demolition of  Warren Cottage prior 
notice has been postponed until 29th 
March. She asks /advises the community 
that we are seeking £250,000-£300,000 
to add to the £550,000-£650,000 that 
Charles Clowes can provide in order to 
make an offer to Galion near the amount 
they paid (£950,000) so they sell on 
the site and not demolish it. Nick from 
Galion said ‘we just want our money 
back’ so they will sell. Crowd funding/a 
single benefactor who wants to support 
the cafe part with front and side garden 

for car park or a house or two. The Plan-
ning Officer has suggested the cafe area 
can be extended. 

If  demolished, no hoardings will be put 
up around the site and it will re-seeded 
with grass – there will effectively be a 
field in middle of  Bigbury-on-Sea, which 
another developer will spot and we’ll 
start all over again. With potential for an 
upgrade on Burgh Island upgrade, this 
location will become one of  the most 
desirable on the mainland. So if  anyone 
is interested in supporting this financially 
could they please let me (Cllr. Huntley) 
know.

Himalayan event fundraiser for MS and 
MND from which Prof  Stephen Hawking 
died this morning had been postponed 
because of  the snow and is re-scheduled 
for Mon April 16th at 7pm. 

8.0 Planning applications/related matters:

Bayview, Bigbury-on-Sea – Application 
for an extension, replacement windows / 
roof, roof  lights and external landscaping. 
The Parish Councillors had undertaken 
a site visit and concluded the large area 
of  glass on the western elevation to be 
a significant source of  light pollution to 
the surrounding area and recommend the 
three higher level triangular panes be re-
placed with a solid finish to be in keeping 
with the rest of  the property.

When considering the three large rect-
angular panes of  glass (of  equal size) 
at ground level, the Parish Council are 
concerned that the supporting framework 
is too thin / narrow and ask that consider-
ation be given to making the frame more 
substantial which will in turn make the 
remaining ground floor aspect look less 
like one single large pane of  glass.

On this basis Cllr. Smith proposed the 
Council object to the proposal. This was 
seconded by Cllr. Rosevear and unani-
mously agreed by all Councillors.

Waves Edge, Challaborough – 4416/17/
FUL – Erect replacement dwelling 
(re-submission of  1621/16/FUL). Cov-
ered in open session (agenda item 5).

continued on p 34
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SOUTH HAMS’ 
LEADING 

ESTATE AGENT

Sailing ahead.

marchandpetit.co.uk

For customers who expect more 
from their estate agent.

PRIME WATERFRONT 
& COUNTRY HOUSE

01548 855590
TOTNES
01803 847979

LETTINGS
01548 855599

SALCOMBE
01548 844473

NEWTON FERRERS
01752 873311

MODBURY
01548 831163

KINGSBRIDGE
01548 857588

DARTMOUTH
01803 839190
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES (cont from p 32)

10.0 RNLI – request for site positioning 
summer season 2018

Cllr. Carson proposed this request be 
granted as it was an important safety mat-
ter. Cllr. Smith seconded the proposal and 
the Council voted unanimously to grant 
this request.

Cllr. Smith further proposed this op-
tion be accepted for a three year period 
(2018/2019/2020) provided RNLI made 
no changes to the position of  their tempo-
rary building. Cllr. Rosevear seconded the 
proposal and all Councillors unanimously 
agreed.

11.0 Proposal for a Civic Day – general 
housekeeping of Parish 

After general discussion and with lack of  
knowledge in respect of  suitable dates, 
it was agreed to review this option and 
report back at a future meeting. 

A small committee consisting of  the 
Clerk, Gill Gubbins and Louise Wain-
wright (on behalf  of  Bigbury News) work 
on a plan.

12.0 Celebrations Royal wedding

The Chairman stated that in general dis-
cussion within the community there had 
been no interest shown in such an event 
and it was therefore not worth pursuing, 
which was agreed by all Councillors.

13.0 Playground

Cllr. Case was unable to attend the meet-
ing but had provided one set of  quota-
tions from Rhino Play. It was confirmed 
a second set of  quotations / options was 
needed in order for the Council to make a 
decision on the next steps.
The availability of  funds (OSSR and oth-
er) both currently available and secured 
against further developments was to be 
checked with SHDC.     Action Clerk

14.0 Signage Bigbury-on-Sea car park

Cllr. Getley was absent from the meet-
ing but Chairman confirmed it was the 
responsibility of  SHDC to maintain and 
replace these signs as it was on their prop-
erty. Cllr. Huntley stated there was a sig-
nificant backlog of  signs to be produced 
at SHDC. It was agreed to produce a

complete list of  signs to be replaced, 
upgraded, moved etc. and this was to be 
sent to SHDC with photos to ensure the 
issue was a) registered at SHDC and b)the 
signs needed were out in the queue to be 
produced.                  Action Cllr. Getley 

15.0 Finance: Approval payments to be 
made /presentation of finance statement
Clerk presented the following for pay-
ment. Cllr. Smith proposed this be accept-
ed which was seconded by Cllr. Carson 
and all councillors agreed. Clerk was to 
raise cheques.  £50.00 – Modbury Caring 
– annual donation  £36.00 – CPRE – an-
nual membership fee  £38.28 - BT group – 
rental cost line and broadband Memorial 
Hall. Paid by direct debit  Clerk showed 
a slide of  the current cash book and 
bank reconciliation statement showing 
a balance of  £24,412.43 as at February 
28th 2018.  Clerk showed a statement of  
restricted and reserved funding with a bal-
ance of  £9,517.49 which included a sum 
of  £6,427.43 (grant for Neighbourhood 
Plan)  Clerk showed details of  S106 funds 
held by SHDC - £97,578 for affordable 
housing projects and £26,882 for OSSR

16.0 Correspondence

Full details of  all correspondence can be 
found on the Bigbury Community website 
but for reference the summary of  docu-
ments received is as follows:
Request for information about Archibald 
Nettlefold;  Beach clean at Bigbury;
Council Tax on-line drop-in sessions
Road closure Challons Combe to Bowls 
Cross; Event – outdoor swimming society
Survey SHDC – affordable housing
BBC cookery show

17.0 Dates of upcoming PC meetings
April 11th - May 16th re-scheduled from May 9th - 
June 13th - July 11th - September 12th - October 10th 
- November 14th - December 12th 

 
18.0 Agenda items for next meeting
Playground, Civic Day, Signage and 
investment funds (agenda item 6) to the 
agenda of  the April meeting. Meeting 
closed 09:25 pm. Date of  next meeting is 

WEDNESDAY April 11th March 14th at 
7:00 p.m.  

NOTE – early start as this meeting will 
close at 8:00pm to be followed by the 
Annual meeting of  the Parish Council.                                
End

Bigbury Court Farmhouse – 0372/18/
LBC – consent to replace existing win-
dows and doors with larger glazed wall 
and doors. Clerk stated there were no 
drawings available showing the revised 
plans (only existing views). In such 
circumstances there was no option but to 
object to the proposal.

Bay Café – covered by District Councillor 
(agenda item 7)

Trevistas, Warren Road, Bigbury-on-Sea 
– 0507/18/HHO – application for side 
extension over existing balcony, dem-
olition and replacement of  garage and 
re-modelling of  existing roof.
A site visit is to be organised before a 
decision could be made.   Action Clerk

9.0  Neighbourhood Plan

Valerie Scott was unable to attend the 
meeting but provided the following up-
date:
Strategic Environmental Assessment - 
Draft Scoping Report now prepared.

Geophysical Report of  site of  Commu-
nity Led Housing Scheme finished.  This 
does not show any anomalies which 
might be a concern.
Drainage, transport, archaeological and 
ecological reports in progress.  Topo-
graphical Survey being carried out.

Views and vistas - Very little response 
from parishioners but Steering Group 
have prepared assessment which will be 
subject to consultation.

List of  local assets - Very little response 
from parishioners.  Studies by youth of  
Parish need to be postponed until I can 
walk without crutches  (i.e. 6 weeks).
Fees - I will chase up on the invoices.  I 
have a few expenses.  

I will ask Karen Lawrence to send in her 
fees for publishing initial draft plan.  

Other fees will be for transport, to ecolo-
gy, archaeology, geophysical, topograph-
ical and drainage.  They all know that 
invoices need to be submitted before the 
end of  March. 

 I assume that payment is not required 
before the end of  March.  
Please confirm.



Visit the Nkuku Lifestyle Store and Café
At Nkuku we create beautiful 
homewares, accessories and gifts. We 
work with artisans throughout the 
world, combining timeless design 
with traditional skills and natural 
materials.

The Nkuku café serves the finest 
artisan, wood roasted coffee; served 
by an experienced barista each blend 
has been personally curated ensuring 
a delicious flavour. The café serves 
brunch, cakes and light lunches.             

The pretty courtyard features a 
covered seating area; the perfect 
spot to while away an afternoon.

Free parking and Wi-Fi available.

VISIT US
Nkuku Lifestyle Store and Café
Brockhill Barns
Harbertonford
Totnes
Devon TQ9 7PS
Tel: +44 (0)1803 465365

OPENING HOURS
Monday – Saturday  |  9am – 6pm
Sunday and Bank Holidays  |  
10.30am – 4.30pm
www.nkuku.com

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

Thinking of letting your  
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist

Looking for more from your holiday  

cottage agency? Then speak to 

award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.  

Our experienced team of property  

managers have the knowledge to 

ensure that your investment fulfils its 

potential throughout the year.  

Call us now for free and honest advice.

DONATIONS
If  you value your free Bigbury News, 

please consider a 
regular annual donation. 

All proceeds, above production costs, 
-  to local charities.

Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to Editor. OR
BACS :Lloyds Bank  Sort Code  30-99-12

Acc No: 29305568  Acc Name Bigbury News

SUBSCRIPTIONS
2nd class post to UK mainland 

£30 per year (12 issues)
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

01548 810991
Do you know anyone who lives away from Bigbury 

who would value a regular copy?   
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COMING in MAY

    BIGBURY JESTER
     send in your jokes - make us smile

    BIGBURY TRIVIAL PURSUITS 
     send in your quiz questions  - have a go.
   
   BIGBURY NATURE WATCH 
     Send in your reports and sightings of  flora 
     and fauna (max 100 words + high res photos)

   ENVIRONMENT  MATTERS
   Expert reports on current issues and actions. 
    Do you have a question? Send it in!

   OLD BIGBURY  
   Gems from Bigbury archives or your own old  
    family photos and local knowledge.  I can help 
    if  you need someone to help you get this 
    togther.  It would be great if  you could share. 

WANTED SHOP ASSISTANT FOR WEEKENDS 
CONTACT HILARY OR DANE FOR MORE DETAILS 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW RANGE OF  
WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS & CIDER 

NOT QUITE AS BIG AS THE BIG BOYS BUT 
PRETTY IMPRESSIVE FOR YOUR LOCAL SHOP 

NOW STOCKING DELI FARM CHARCUTERIE DRIED MEATS 

ADVERTISE HERE

£150 per year 
(12 issues)


