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CRACKIN' LOCAL
SUSTAINABLY-CAUGHT
SEAFOOD

Daily hand-crafted menu | Taster menu
Children's menu | Sunday Roast
Al fresco eating, BBQ & wood-fired oven
Food made with love | Friendly & relaxed
Visit our website for our opening hours and events

Book online at www.oystershack.co.uk
Or telephone 01548 810876
Milburn Orchard Farm, Stakes Hill, Bigbury, TQ7 4BE

LETTER
from the EDITOR

COVID-19 : Devon County Council is prepared to meet any Second
Wave of Covid-19? Find out how here:

www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/lomp/
Dear Readers,
What an interesting investigation it has
been to uncover exactly what is on offer
in Bigbury (p 14,15,16,17) and whether
it’s worth holding our breath regarding an
improvement in Connectivity! Thank you
to those who took the trouble to reply to the
request from Bigbury News for a review of
your local connectivity. I have chosen a few
of these to illustrate the local issues.
Few people will have heard the update from
Cllr Rufus Gilbert at the Zoom-meeting for
Bigbury Parish Council (see minutes p 31).
Cllr Rufus Gilbert is on the Committee
of the Connecting Devon & Somerset
(CDS) which is the agency responsible for
rolling out optic fibre cable to all homes
in Devon & Somerset. I had to double
check the minutes with the BPC as what I
read contradicted what I had been told by
GigaClear. Cllr Rufus Gilbert confirmed
that GigaClear would connect all homes
in Bigbury where they have already dig
up the roads and provided junction boxes
outside houses.
It was a struggle to discover who was
responsible for the yellow arrows on the
tarmac road going through Easton, pointing
to the GigaClear junction boxes. Thanks to
Cllr Stuart Watts who has been assisting in
this investigation. The penny has only just
dropped - moments before Bigbury News
went to press!
If, like me, you have recently (8th July)
put your postcode into the enquiry form
on the GigaClear website to “find out when
you can expect to get connected” - or you
have contacted GigaClear by email - you
may also have also received the following
message.
“I have looked into this for you and
unfortunately it appears that we are no
longer looking to provide service in Bigbury
at this moment in time.
Our contract with CDS allowed hard-toreach properties to be connected using state
aid funding, however as we are no longer
in contract, we have taken the difficult
decision to review and re-plan the areas
which we are currently building in, as well
as future areas for full fibre broadband
network coverage. The revision of the rollout plan has affected your area and, after
due deliberation, we regret to advise you
that we will no longer be expanding our
network to your community. We appreciate

that this news will be disappointing to many
residents and businesses in the area and we
would like to thank you for the interest and
support shown towards our work to roll
out full fibre broadband to rural Devon and
Somerset.
Ebonie O’Connor | On-boarding
Experience Advisor – South West
www.gigaclear.com
networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com
BUT - if you do the same thing today you
will get a different message!
“ We are currently working to extend our
ultra fast broadband to Bigbury. Please
contact Network Build Care for further
information about the date work will be
complete and to Register an Interest”
Updates in Bigbury Drums and September
Bigbury News. Depending on your location
you may have connection options using
Fixed Wireless Access systems which are
already available locally, There are two
local service providers: SkyLight Broad
Band and Bush Broad Band. (p15).
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There is a Gigabit Voucher Scheme
funded by HM Government but it
is (currently) less relevant for rural
households beacuse it has a minimum
delivery requirement on day one of
100Mbps with the ability to provide 1Gbps
if requested. It is more relevant for rural
business parks. Rural residential homes
would normally be looking for solutions
that are able to provide from 20 to 45Mbps.
It is always useful to get more than one
quote from any service provider. I hope
that some of the information provided in
the Bigbury News Connectivity feature
will help individuals and even groups of
neighbours to ask more direct questions
of potential suppliers about reliability and
technical support as well as the speeds
promised. Don’t shoot the piano player!
Events
There are more outdoor events and even
some indoor events planned for August
and September. See p 2 - 10.

BIGBURY

SOCIAL MEDIA ABUSE
If you need to think twice about
unpleasant posts on social media - please
do not share it or ‘Like’ it.
Have you considered the impact of ‘UNfollowing’ people who post unpleasant
statements about individuals?
By continuing to support the egos of such
people, by Following them, you may be
encouraging them and adding to the hurt
already endured by innocent people who
live in Bigbury.
If the situation persists please report the
abuse to FaceBook who may close down
their account.
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BIGBURY CSG Coordinators are:
Valerie Scott (Bigbury & St Ann’s) 810336
valeriescott@bigbury.net

Let’s continue to Carry On Bigbury, Stay
Alert, Follow the Guidelines, Be Kind,
Don’t Judge and think before you share
information found on social media..

Beth Huntley(B-o-S & Challa) 810385
bethhuntleyb@gmail.com

Louise Wainwright

Stuart Watts (Easton, Combe, Kennedon)
810373 sdmw2@btopenworld.com

Editor Bigbury News & Bigbury Drums

Keely Holland (B-o-S & Challa) 810891
keelyholland3@gmail.com

Editor Louise Wainwright bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 07908 525663 (01548) 810991 Long Easton Bigbury TQ7 4AN
Treasurer Henry Wainwright; Production Manager Henry Wainwright Distribution Managers: Dane and Hilary Vanstone; Committee: Stuart
Watts, Valerie Scott and John Davies; Distribution Team Simone Stevens, Jim Bennett, Don Dyke, Peter & Gill Cook, Trish Bagley, Jill Gubbins, Suzy
Owlett, Danny Grace, Burgh Island Causeway, NISA shop, Park Dean, Noel & Ursula Thornton, Sally Watts, Margaret Singleton, John Simes, Elise Wilson,
Jenny Very, Jane Tucker, Burgh Island, Pickwick, Hexdown, Oyster Shack, Venus Cafe, Jas & Jaswinder Kooner at Holywell Stores.
Advertising Marina Leadbetter.
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together
The Hall Committee met on 7th July
to discuss, among other things, the
timetable for reopening the Hall.
We decided that this will be done in
stages. The first of these will be the
resumption of the regular user groups,
such as fitness classes, the youth
club, table tennis, coffee morning,
and the Filling Station. These are, by
definition, closed events. Obviously
individual groups will have to decide
for themselves if and when they wish to
resume meeting up.
We’ll see how this goes before deciding
when to allow casual bookings and
public events. A Risk Assessment is
being prepared and users will have to
sign up to amended terms of hire.
At the moment the Bigbury Produce
Show is still on for 6th September. It
may be, of course, that public viewing
of the entries will have to take place
outside or not at all if the weather is
unfit. The list of categories is contained
in this edition of Bigbury News. So
keep on growing !
Later in September, on the 23rd at 2.00
p.m., we shall be belatedly holding the
Hall’s AGM. In all probability this
will only be available to the public on
Zoom. If you’d like to attend, please
email me and I’ll let you have the link
and the agenda.
I hope it won’t be too long before we
have the pleasure of welcoming you to
a Hall event.

Charles Harrington.
810023.
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

What you need to do if you fall ill with
COVID-19 symptoms whilst visiting
If you develop COVID-19 symptoms during
your visit, do not ignore or try to hide
your symptoms. It is important you act
quickly to help yourself and protect those
around you. It is your responsibility to stay
safe and keep others safe.

COVID-19 symptoms are:

If you feel unwell and experience
any COVID-19 symptoms you must:
n

Stay indoors and self-isolate

n

Arrange a test using your holiday address

BIGBURY

A new, continuous cough

n

High temperature

n

A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

What should I do if my test is
positive?
If you feel well enough to travel and do not need
to use public transport, you should return home as
quickly and directly as you can

Do not ignore your symptoms: self-isolating and
getting tested quickly is the best way that you can
stay safe and protect others.

If you feel so unwell that you cannot travel or
cannot avoid public transport, you should continue
to isolate and call 111 for further advice

You MUST notify your accommodation provider.

It is important that you do not use public
transport. You must also tell your accommodation
provider that you have tested positive.

If you need medical advice while you wait for your
test results please contact your regular (home) GP
or call 111.

I
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If you are staying or travelling with others, they
must also self-isolate and take appropriate action
based on your test result.

If you are unwell and cannot return home,
you will be expected to pay all costs to your
accommodation provider.

My test was negative, can I stay?

BIGBURY
MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

WINNERS of 50/100 DRAW
Hoards of Onlookers cheered for the End
of Lockdown or maybe it was The Bigbury Draw which took place on the same
day! This is not Fake News, this month’s
winners are:1st Prize		
£25
Sally Errett
2nd Prize
£15
Helen Smith
3rd Prize
£10
Geoff Ross
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Peter Cook

How do I book a test?
n

Online: www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

n

Call: 119

Please use the address of your holiday destination:

INSERT HERE

Test results are issued by text or email so you do
not need to wait for your results if you are due
to return home before your result may arrive.
You must return home the most direct way and
do not use public transport.

Further advice on COVID-19:

Stay and enjoy your visit as planned but if you
need medical assistance please call your own
regular GP or 111.

Who to contact if you’re unwell?
n

If you are ill and need medical advice,
call 111 or your own GP

n

In the event of a medical emergency, call 999

Produced in partnership with the
COVID-19 Health Protection Boards of
Devon & Torbay, Cornwall & Isles of
Scilly, Dorset, Somerset and Plymouth

NHS: nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
UK Government: gov.uk/coronavirus

FREE COPIES

Bigbury News - to 450 homes & businesses
in Bigbury

ANNUAL DONATIONS
from supporters welcome/needed!

Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to
The Editor, Bigbury News, Long Easton,
Easton, TQ7 4AN.
OR ask the Treasurer for BACS details
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

FREE DOWNLOADS
www.bigburynews.com

Contributors: Ian Bramble (Parish
Minutes), Marlene Johnson (Nineteenth
Hole), Alice Taylor (Hedgerow News),
Monty (The Pub Cat), Gary McGuire
(McBars Jars), Craig Halford (Letter from
America), Carados Doy (Bigbury Stories),
Vic & Jill Gubbins (St Lawrence Matters and
Inspired Appeal)
Event Reporters: Sally Watts and Charles
Harrington, Michael Tagent, Hazel Osborne,
Pam Trundle, Julia Stuchfield, Jean Wright
and Yvonne Klidjian, Photo credits: Louise
Wainwright, Marlene Johnson.

DISCLAIMER
Bigbury News and Editor cannot be held responsible for
any loss or inconvenience caused by any inaccurate information contained within this magazine. Please contact
the relevant party directly to confirm the details of any
information or event. Inclusion of a business advertisement does not imply a recommendation by Bigbury News
or the Editor. Please take up references of previous clients
or customers before enlisting the services or products
advertised herein.

Tourist Charter
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1. Stay at home

and don’t travel if already ill –
don’t try and hide symptoms.

2. Stay at home

and don’t travel if Test and
Trace has contacted you.

3. Think ahead

Book accommodation, read the
terms & conditions, heed advice.

4. Pack

plenty of hand sanitiser, a face
covering, your own GP details
and any medications you need.

Please encourage all local friends and
neighbours to subscribe to Bigbury
Drums which will be providing regular
updates on local support and action
needed during the Covid-19 Emergency.
These alerts will come directly to your
in-box. Subscribe on line:
www.bigburynews.com/home
or email Editor:
bigburydrums@gmail.com

5. Keep your distance
socially and in public.

#WelcomeBack #KnowBeforeYouGo
3

SOCIAL GROUPS
BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Hazel Osborne (temporary contact)
hazel.osborne6@btinternet.com
BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle

01548 810719

HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington

01548 810023

BIGBURY COFFEE MORNING
Yvonne Klidjian and Jean Wright
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com
01548 810029
MEMORIAL HALL CHAIRMAN
Charles Harrington
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk 01548 810023

BIGBURY
COFFEE MORNING
An enormous thank you to everybody
who gave so generously to Children’s
Hospice S.W. We raised £302. Well
done! Jean will repeat her home baking
for the South Hams Hospital League of
Friends whose coffee morning would be
on Wednesday 5th August. Please place
orders by Wednesday 5th August by
phoning 810029.
CAKES:- fruit £3, lemon drizzle or
orange drizzle or coffee or chocolate or
yogurt £2.50 SAVOURIES:- Homity
pie £1.50, Mediterranean squares £1,
Individual quiche £1 cheese or bacon
& mushroom or spinach &ham. Cheese
scones 2 for50p.
We will be supporting Devon Air
Ambulance on Wednesday 2nd
September hopefully back in the
Memorial Hall.
Stay safe and healthy.

Jean and Yvonne.

BIGBURY
LADIES
It has obviously been all quiet
Future visits will be confirmed nearer
on the “ Ladies’ front” since the
the time and any changes will appear in
Bigbury News.
pandemic hit us but as things stand
at the moment Gill Peet is happy
to host the planned get-together on Wednesday 19th August
Wednesday 19th August from 11.0
At Gill Peet’s Bigbury on Sea for
“Bring a Plate” lunch
onwards.
and flower arranging

Please bring a plate of food and your
Tuesday 8th September
own glass, and perhaps your own
Widecombe Fair by Tally Ho
cutlery. I am afraid that because of
tbc
social distancing numbers will have Wednesday 14th October
Cockington Village
to be restricted to no more than ten
tbc
people so if you hope to attend,
Wednesday 18th November
please let Gill know on 810610.
Obviously, I stress that these plans
are as, previously stated, at the
moment.
Pam Trundle

Sloop Inn, Bantham for lunch
tbc
Wednesday 9th December
Christmas Lunch at St Elizabeth House,
Plympton
tbc

GET YOURSELF
‘FIT TO GO’
WITH JILL

MONDAYS at
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

AEROBICS
9.30 – 10.10
PILATES
10.15 – 11.15
STRONG & STEADY
11.30 – 12.10 + tea

TUESDAYS at

WEDNESDAYS at

BURGH ISLAND CAUSEWAY
LEISURE CLUB

MARS PAVILION, MODBURY

AQUA FITNESS
(Club members only)

PILATES
9.15 – 10.15

THURSDAYS at
BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL

PILATES
9.15 – 10.15

STRONG & STEADY
10.30 – 11.10 + tea

Locals & visitors, all welcome in friendly, mixed, good value, pay-as-you-go classes!
Experienced qualified teacher. Equipment provided.
For more details, please call JILL on 01548 810651

FITNESS SO CLOSE TO HOME!

ALL CLASSES CANCELLED FOR NOW – STAY WELL & ACTIVE - SEE BIGBURY TV on YOU TUBE!

BIGBURY
COFFEE MORNING
The ‘off the shelf ’ book stall at the Community Coffee
Morning is now at Hazel’s house! Hazel is still welcoming
donations of books to help contribute to the monthly charity
along side Yvonne & Jean’s ‘home delivery initiative for their
cake stall.
If you would like to see these books Hazel is happy to bring a
couple of bags to your house, leave them with you to go through
and collect them again at a time to suit you.
Any donations would go to the local charity that would have
benefited by our Coffee Morning i.e. South Hams Hospital
League of Friends in August and Devon Air Ambulance in
September. Please phone Hazel if would like to see a selection
of the books available. 01548 810611.
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“Look forward to hearing from you”
Hazel Osborne

DANE & HILARY
ARE HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ALL THOSE JOBS
THAT YOU JUST CAN’T FIND TIME TO DO
HOUSEKEEPING – SMALL DIY PROJECTS
ONE OFF CHANGEOVERS – HOUSE SITTING
PAINTING & DECORATING – GARDENING
DOG WALKING – SHOPPING TRIPS
NO JOB TO SMALL, REASONABLE RATES
DANE – 07563110009
HILARY - 07746072749

NINETEENTH HOLE
Bigbury Golf Course has been very busy
with members and some visitors wanting to
enjoy playing in these continuously difficult
times; playing golf is helping with a sense
of normality. The course is looking great
and playing on it is particularly enjoyable.
The Club has set up some socially
distanced, controlled, outside catering “The Snack Shack”. This is proving very
popular and it is good to once again be
able to join your fellow golfers for simple
refreshments after playing.

Photograph: Left to right, Dave Bogue, Mike Heath,
Jason Holtom and Keith Naylor

Some competitions are being introduced,
and these are all being played in accordance
with the guidance of England Golf.
Indeed, there had been a wait of almost
four months for the Seniors to play their
finalists match for the coveted Jim Daws
Trophy. The format for this Trophy is a
4Ball Better Ball league; this year there
were four leagues each played as a knock
out. The winners of each league then play
knock-out matches to the final. Reaching
the final this year were Mike Heath (Seniors
Captain) playing alongside Dave Bogue.
Their opponents were Keith Naylor (Seniors
Vice Captain) partnered by Jason Holtom.
Their match was played in pleasant weather
on a course that was behaving generously.
The winners were Mike and Dave and
congratulations to them. Keith said “Jason
and I tried our best but we were beaten by
the better team on the day”. Their efforts
were thwarted by Dave who managed two
2’s on the day! All four players enjoyed
the match, as well as refreshments at the
“Snack Shack” afterwards.
The members are truly enjoying the
reintroduction of their competitions, and
there have been a plethora of handicap
reductions with many players receiving a
two shot cut from one game.
Our Lady Captain, Jane Rickman, was
able to host an alternative purely fun Lady
Captain’s Day, along with special cake.
While on the day there were fierce gusting
winds and rain showers, nonetheless the 48
ladies who played enjoyed being out there.
Laughter was heard and smiling faces
were to be seen from around the course.
Jane was able to thank all the ladies who
braved the weather on the day and was very
pleased with the £220.50 that was raised for
her chosen charities, Cancer Research and
the Triangle Centre.
The alternative Lady Captain’s Day proved
to be most enjoyable with creative social
distancing measures in place and well done
Jane.

Marlene Johnson
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ST LAWRENCE MATTERS REPORT
In the good old days, or the old days
anyway, there was a “silly season” in the
Summer when there was a lull in political
activity, nothing much of note happened so
trivia became the subject of the news – you
know the sort of thing “man digs up potato
that looks like Wayne Rooney”, (thinking
about it, doesn’t everyone?) Anyway, with
Covid, Brexit, Hong Kong, BLM and
statues falling everywhere how those more
peaceful times seem far away, in fact last
February seems far away.
As far as St Lawrence church is concerned
there is good news, the church is opening
for worship on Sunday 12 July. To do this,
we have had to carry out a Risk Assessment
so we can worship in as safe a way as
possible. Physical distancing has been
arranged and it has been decided to open
the church only twice a week – Sunday
morning and Wednesday afternoon –
such that there will be at least 72 hours

between openings. This means that any
virus introduced will be dead by the next
opening, thus making the task of cleaning
the church much easier and rendering the
church Covid sterile each time it is opened.
This means that we will have Matt “as seen
on TV” giving live performances once again
as he takes his one man show on tour.

Please read the appeal letter on the church
page of the Bigbury News website to see
how you can donate to the restoration of
the Tower and Bells, and contact Bryan
Carson (01548 810296) and myself, on the
PCC Building Sub Committee, to discuss
the project and any financial and practical
help you can offer.

The opening of St Lawrence church is a
step towards normality, there are several
more steps to take before we can get back
to church services as we used to know
them, but at least collective worship is now
possible in our fine church.

Until the next time,
Vic
Gubbins
01548 810651
vic.gubbins@homecall.co.uk)

On the funding front we’ve had a bit of a
setback, in that our application to Viridor
has been turned down, the fund is closing,
as the company has been taken over, and
our project is now outside their time-scale
for funding allocation.
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The ‘inSPIREd apPEAL’
for the Restoration of the Tower and Bells at St Lawrence!
Apologies to regular readers but this is
an updated repeat of July’s report for our
August audience, including our second
home swallows and holiday visitors, to
outline what this appeal is all about.
The ring-fenced appeal is to raise about
£175,000 to repair the Grade 2* listed
church’s tower, where water ingress has
damaged internal wood and steel structures,
making it unsafe to ring the bells for many
years now; these will also be restored as part
of the long overdue works. Please do take a
look at:
www.bigburynews.com/church
where you can find more details about the
project, the church itself and how to donate,
or contact me as below. I got involved as
my husband Vic, a PCC member, started
to undertake the arduous task of applying
for grants, and we realised that the broader
community has to show itself committed
to the project if outside organisations are to
award the substantial sums needed.
Bigbury is a widespread rural/coastal
parish, with only a small regular
congregation. St Lawrence itself does not
sit in the centre of housing, as in Ringmore,
Kingston and Modbury, so visitors have to
seek it out a little. So, the work of raising
interest to contribute to the restoration
was likely to be tougher than elsewhere,
and needs to involve everyone who loves,
appreciates, and feels connected to our
beautiful parish. Hopefully, that includes
YOU!
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I don’t now have to ask you to imagine
the church standing there, simply a closed
building – Covid-19 has given us a taste

of that scenario, and it has shown it is not
about the building being there, it is about
the people it brings together for all sorts of
reasons – for not only worship but other
ceremonies, memorials, family and local
history, architecture, nature and not least
personal well-being.

want to see more contributions from
the community before considering St
Lawrence’s applications – it seems at times
very much a vicious circle. Our small
community really does need the support of
our swallows and visitors if this vital project
is to proceed after setbacks in the past.

The restoration will provide opportunities
to expand the communal activities the
church can offer. The church doors are
open again now, even if with limitations –
please do go and spend some time looking
around there.

Sadly, I am not being over dramatic in
saying that Covid-19 could lead to the
demise of St Lawrence if we don’t give it
the life support it now needs. I appreciate
it seems like there are always demands
on your money, but your generosity will
make all the difference to this restoration
happening or not. Please get in touch with
any ideas and offers of help you can give to
the appeal, especially if you wish to discuss
a significant donation and how it could be
recognised.

This health crisis has driven a coach and
horses through the fundraising for the tower
and bells. Exeter Cathedral recently put out
an £800,000 appeal to cover their £5,000
per day running costs shortfall during
lockdown; they received £695,000 in March
from the Heritage Lottery for restoration
Take care and thank you!
work there. St Lawrence is small fry by
Jill Gubbins
comparison (running costs £20,000 per
07745 990270
year) but is just as central to our parish
and community as the cathedral to Exeter,
and if we don’t support our heritage we
cannot expect the Lottery and other grant
givers to back us. The Church of England
CHURCH FUND RAISING
does not help the church financially. The
EVENTS 2020
Government has provided large grants
Events tbc nearer the date
to various businesses, including holiday
FRI 30th OCTOBER
accommodation providers, during this crisis,
Friends of St Lawrence Musical
but nothing to churches.
Evening St Lawrence Church
The overall fund in hand for the restoration
NOV - DEC
stands at about £40,000, and a good deal
Community Christmas Card
more is required to attract support from the
organisations. Vic has been and is applying
WED 2nd DECEMBER
to for funds. As noted in July’s St Lawrence
Community Coffee Morning for the
Matters report, two such organisations
church Bigbury Memorial Hall

ST LAWRENCE
FUND RAISING
UPDATE
2020

LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

DEVON HISTORIC CHURCHES
TRUST Jan 2020
£4000
SOUND & VISION 6.5 EVENING
March 2020
£272
PILGRIM TRUST
May 2020
£1800
WOLFSON FOUNDATION
June 2020………………..
£5000
(above awarded when work starts)
‘inSPIREd apPEAL’
March
April
May
June

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST

£860*
£110
£300
£82

TOTAL TO DATE:
£12,424
* including donations made at the
Sound & Vision evening
All monies above were raised for the
Tower & Bells Fund
Thank you, all much appreciated!

www.modburyteam.org
Rev Matt Rowland

01548 830 260
matt.rowland@modburyteam.org
Filling Station is not meeting in the
normal way but members are keeping
in touch with personal messages to each
other. Email James if you want to join
in:

jamesrcspencer@aol.com
This message was shared by a local
resident:
LET NOT YOUR HEARTS
BE TROUBLED,
NOR LET THEM BE AFRAID
John 14 v 27

Aveton Gifford
11.00 am

Bigbury
11.00 am

Kingston
9.30 am

Modbury
9.30 am

Ringmore
9.30 am

2nd

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

9th

Communion

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

16th

Morning Prayer

Sunday Worship

Communion
(11 am)

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

23rd

Communion

Evening Prayer
(6 pm)

Village Service

Sunday Worship

Communion

30th

Sunday Worship

Communion

Sunday Worship

Sunday Worship

Communion

Back to church - Back to the future
The 15th of March was the time when, by order of the government, we closed our church doors
for our last Sunday service for three months. Over that period we have had to innovate:
podcasts, online You Tube services, services over phonelines, social media video clips and
zoom prayer meetings.
If you had asked me a year ago, would the rural church keep going with its building doors closed
for nearly a quarter of the year, I’m not sure I would have confidently said yes! However, we
have had more people watching our online services than would normally join us on a Sunday. At
Easter we had over 700 views for our online service.
We are now at the point where we are reawakening our church buildings for Sunday services.
We will continue to offer an online service as not everyone will be able to join us physically. If
you have got out of the habit of local church going, this is the prime opportunity to get back to
the local church or come along for the first time after seeing what it is like online.
Opening up our church buildings is also going back to the future. Every time a local church
meets together is a little pointer to the future. As Christians hear the scriptures read, pray the
Lord’s Prayer, listen to sermons, take bread and wine or watch a baptism, it reminds them that
Jesus promised that his Kingdom will be the only kingdom that will last. That is why we want to
get back to gathering as a people, because to be a Christian is to belong to Jesus’ kingdom and
his people looking to the future. Looking to the world we all long for. You would be more than
welcome to join us on any Sunday, and of course at anytime I would be happy to meet to talk
over some of these things further.

Revd Matt Rowland
Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday)
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73370), Michael Tagent (810520)
Website: www.modburyteam.org

Appeal co-ordinator: Jill Gubbins, (01548 810651 / jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk / 07745 990270) Please complete the form below,
for cheque or bank transfer gifts. Please gift aid your donation if possible, (your postcode is necessary). THANK YOU !

I enclose a cheque for £__________ payable to St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Account, or
I have transferred £__________ with my name as reference, into 30.94.72, 25038468, the fund above.
GIFT AID DECLARATION: I should like St Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, to reclaim tax on all donations I make now or at a later date. I understand that I must pay an amount of UK income or capital
gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed. Signed & dated:…………………………………………….
Name:………………………………………..Tel or email contact:………………………………………
Address:………………………………………………………………………………..Post code…………
THANK YOU ! Please return this slip to The Church Treasurer, c/o Jill Gubbins, Sea Cove, 2 Folly
Hill, Bigbury on Sea, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AR. Please tick here …. for us to acknowledge receipt of gift.
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THE BIGBURY QUILT
ONE WAY TO SUPPORT
THE ‘inSPIREd apPEAL’!

Photo: Quilters meet in a barn to decide on the layout of the individual quilted squares
for The Bigbury Quilt. Designed by Jan McLoughlin
A lot of progress has been made with The Bigbury Quilt which is now nearing
completion. It is hoped that the raffle tickets for the Grand Draw will be available in
August and an update will be provided in Bigbury Drums. Watch out for the posters
on local notice boards. This quilt is most definitley an heirloom piece and an historic
one too. It has been made my local people during a very difficult time in the history of
Bigbury and the United Kingdom. It’s a joy to behold and reflects all the good things
about the Community of Bigbury. Sale of the raffle tickets will benefit The Tower &
Bells Fund.

‘BIGBURY PAST & PRESENT’, a
fundraising idea from Henry Wainwright,
is an ideal ‘gift’ for yourself, family, and
friends, (think ahead to Christmas perhaps),
and a perfect coffee table book for guests to
enjoy whilst staying in our varied holiday
accommodations. Already over 150 copies
of this lovely book have been snapped up
by locals, swallows and visitors alike! The
roughly £1,500 sales profit generated so far
is not yet shown in the funds update box,
as Bigbury News and the PCC are waiting
for an opportunity to present an even bigger
cheque to the fund later in the year. Please
purchase copies directly from Holywell
Stores and The Beach Shop (thanks to Jas,
Jaswinder, Ellie and Jamie), or contact
Louise, Bigbury News’ editor, for postal
supply. All profits from the book sales will
go into the Tower and Bells Fund, so please
do buy a copy – or more!

Jill Gubbins

I

New Fundraising Book
‘Bigbury Past & Present’
Available to order now!
A nostalgic collection of over 100
photographs from c1890 to the present day,
accompanied by a descriptive narrative.

Burgh Island Hotel have generously offered to sponsor and host a Canopes & Cocktails
event for a limited number of people at the island, for the Grand Draw to take place
on 2nd November. Tickets are not yet available and can only be obtained from Angie
Carson. Please do not call the hotel. Burgh Island have also kindly offered a special
raffle prize of Bed & Breakfast at the Hotel. If other local businesses or parishioners
are able to offer prizes for this very important local fund raiser - please contact Angie
Carson. 01548 810296 If we pull together - we can make those bells ring again.

Created to raise money for the
restoration of the Tower and Bells of
St Lawrence Church, Bigbury. All
profits on the sale donated to this cause.
A unique hand-bound book.
A5 hardback format, containing 44 colour
pages.
Book features Bigbury Parish including:
Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-Sea, Bigbury,
St Ann’s Chapel & Easton.

An ideal gift for those who know
Bigbury or to add to a holiday let!

Louise Wainwright

Copies will be available to purchase in Holywell Stores,
direct or by post from Jill Gubbins : 01548 810651,
or by emailing : bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

BIGBURY WATCH

£19.95 (+ £3.90 P&P)

To receive crime alerts emailed
directly to your in-box from the
POLICE- subscribe to

Devon & Cornwall ALERT.

https://alerts.dc.police.uk
You can decide what topics you need
to know about (marine crime, householder issues, fraud etc.)
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LOCAL
BIGBURY WATCH
Eamonn & Linda Brynes
01548 811104
07790 485102

BIGBURY

Could you spare a few hours for the
Modbury Caring Befriending Service?
Or - perhaps you feel that you, yourself
would benefit from a few hours a week
from a Befriender?
Find out more from the Befriending
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison. 07554
997140 or modburycaring@gmail.
com. You can drop in to see her on
Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 noon at
the Modbury Parish Office by the Coop in Galpin Street, Modbury.
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BIGBURY

Book comes cellophane wrapped and
includes four printed postcards!

Get your copy from Holywell Stores,
Burgh Island Hotel, Fryer Tuck’s or
The Beach Shop.
We are now printing our third batch of
100 hand made books. If you would
like to reserve copies please email:
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
The next delivery to the outlets above
will be highlighted in Bigbury Drums
weekly email news. To subscribe to
Bigbury Drums:
www.bigburynews.com/home

BIGBURY STORIES
For many years my grandparents
lived at Bigbury-on-Sea and the
surrounding villages and were very
much part of the local community in South
Hams. They were Raglan Vine (19111998) and Cicely Y. Vine (1909-1995),
referred to affectionately as Rags and Cis.
After The Second World War and a career
in the merchant and then Royal Navy, my
grandfather became a fisherman in Bigbury
Bay for a few years, basing himself on
Burgh Island from where he would fish
around the bay supplying lobsters, crabs
and other catch to the island hotel and
others. He wisely named his tender Cicely
and his main fishing boat Yvonne after his
wife and my dear grandmother.
Following his fishing years he joined
the Coastguard and they were sent to
the Coverack area in Cornwall for a few
years before returning to the Hope Cove
Coastguard Station where my grandfather
finished out his career, later becoming
Harbourmaster there during the 1980s.
Following several years of monitoring
the harbour in all weathers, and now an
elderly man, my grandmother successfully
campaigned for a small hut for him to
shelter in, which the local council erected
and still sits on the Quay today.
They also happened to be living in Slapton
in 1944 at the time of the disaster at
Slapton Sands; what we now know was
Exercise Tiger. They were ordered to leave
the house they were living in as the whole
area was being sealed off for the military
to rehearse D-Day preparations. Only
many decades later were we to learn about
that failed rehearsal, but that’s another
story!
My grandmother’s final years were spent
being cared for at Overbecks Nursing

Home in Kingsbridge. Although she was
now bed bound, her wonderful memory
and vivid imagination helped maintain
her free spirit. During this period she
wrote some clever and amusing poetry for
the family which I would like to share. I
presume she jumped off the bus at Aveton
Gifford following a routine weekly trip
to Kingsbridge for essentials. Here is a
warning for those using The Tidal Road
between Aveton Gifford and Bigbury.
The Tidal Road
Weary from a shopping trip
By ‘bus I was returning
To leave the ‘bus and take a walk
I had a sudden yearning
The route would be a short cut home
A prospect that did please
I had a need for solitude
My jangled nerves to ease
Deserted was the tidal road
With not a human sound
Just melancholy piping notes
From birds on feeding ground
The stately swans were gliding by
With cygnets close in tow;
Gently bobbing up and down
In regimental row
At water’s edge the heron stalked
And with unerring aim
His beak he stabbed his fishy food
His rightful share to claim
The moorhens scuttled in the reeds
As playing hide and seek,
So many birds to see and hear
When wandering by the creek
At intervals I stopped to pick
Some rosy berried spindle;
Forgetting all about the time
Now I began to dawdle

Until I heard a trickling sound
The one of water flowing
And realised the sea had surged
Where I intended going
Removing shoes and hose in haste
I made a sudden dash,
But the tide approached so rapidly
It met me with a splash
So quickly did the waves appear
It took me by surprise,
As did two strong and stalwart men
With sea-boots up to thighs
Relieving me of shopping bags
They guided me before them.
My skirt I grasped above me knees,
Abandoning decorum!
Their house was perched high on the hill
And they had seen my plight,
How glad I was of action prompt
And I within their sight
My feet were scratched by stones and grit
Small penalty to pay,
My purchases were dry, and I
Was safely on my way
Perhaps there is a lesson here
Like “look before you leap”
Or “don’t day-dream on the tidal road
Your wits about you keep”.
All this happened long ago,
As swimming I was able.
Much wiser now, when setting out
I study the Tide Table.

Cicely Y. Vine (1909-1995)
Photo: My grandparents by the Old
Lifeboat House in Hope Cove in the 1980s.
Yours, Caradoc Doy

Organic and Vegan; Gluten, Wheat & dairy - free
Available from HOLYWELL STORES
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MCBARS JARS
My, what intriguing times we live
in. Apart from the complete and
utter destruction of British aviation,
I feel we got through this whole thing rather
well down here. Indeed, we seem to be in a
group of one with regulars and first timers
finding us via word of mouth or whatever
and what with the lockdown easing, I’ll
eat my new soft hat if there isn’t a spring in
our step again. We still have a few weeks
ahead of us still to partly recoup some of
the damage.

knew her grandparents! They stayed in the
hotel in 1861. General Charles Warburton
Christie D.S.O., Commander of the 24th
Sikhs at Lucknow during the Indian Mutiny
came from a family of bakers and enjoyed
his jaunts down here with his wife, Emily.
A terrible man, he used to shout and bully
the domestics when he was at home and
bored people to death with his experiences.
There were days when he was “not quite so
well” and on the day he died, the key to his
writing desk was found.

My, how the servants jumped as a cascade
of empty brandy bottles tumbled out.
Cartloads of them were dug up in the
garden too. Obviously buried at night. His
wife Emily, although a plain woman, was
an excellent half lock and could be found
in the middle of any rugby scrum, doing
intricate needlework. The General liked
them plain. “You know the worst at once
and they’re not going to be flighty”, he
would opine. Emily would reminisce about
the regimental dances of a more spacious
age: dancing classes as a young woman
with the Lancers; advance; retreat; hands
out; turn round twice; whirl round and so
But I’m digressing. What she never knew, in on. Her eyes would become misty and her
all the years I’d been having a quick round
budding moustache - the envy of many a
with her up at the Golf Club, was that I
young undergraduate - would twitch and
The island is back to a normalcy of sorts.
We just need people. They’re a bit thin on
the ground. We’re all keeping our distance
here - and sanitising of course. Our young
whizzkid mover and shaker Ethan Crane
is living testament to this. “Look at him
go”, they say. He does it so well. Before
she went all modern on us - and in between
her dalliance with the actor Bruce Willis
and her hilarious first drafts of “Evil Under
The Sun”, “Robocop” and the Hollywood
blockbuster “Antiques Roadshow” - I
wonder what Agatha would have made of
it all?

quiver as she told me. You see. You can’t
have it all. Anyway, a thought occurred
to me as I wolfed into my Pommes a la
Princesse Maud at the pub in Loddiswell:
my rambling on should be “Brambling On”
- a seasonal cocktail the recipe of which I
would like to share with you now;
Into a shaker with some ice, add 50ml of
Bombay Sapphire Gin, 25ml Lemon Juice,
a teaspoonful of local honey and 25ml of
Blueberry jam. Shake this all up and strain
into a martini glass. For garnish - and because
we’re posh down here - add a small teaspoon on
raspberry caviar.
Voila!
Don’t have too many of course. I let slip
with a forged cheque. The boss noticed it.
He cottoned on that I’d been appropriating
three quarters of the subscriptions which
pour in from all over the world for the
Burgh Island Cream Tea Club. It was my
cleverest swindle yet. Takes one to know
one though. Me? Stuck in pokey? A
collector of Victorian chinoiserie? A sedate
driver in the lanes? Remember where you
heard it first my friends. Time I was off.
They’re waiting for me. The van door is
open. Until we meet again. Fare Thee
Well.
Your long suffering barman,
Gary McBar xxx

THE PUB CAT SPEAKS
Solidarity with the
Shedless!
Top Animals in Lockdown
Latest!
Poor Fagin! Here at The Artful Dodger
pub, we have a crisis. Fagin, the landlord,
has ordered a new garden shed. But
apparently he has to wait for a YEAR
until he gets it. A whole YEAR! I mean,
who has been buying all these sheds?
People must have a lot of time on their
paws. Which, of course, they have. But
someone has clearly got more than his fair
share of sheds. Fagin already has a shed.
It has TV and a sofa in it and a beer fridge
for watching football! And it has a little
electric fire to maker it cosy. They say
every house in Ringmore has at least one.
But Fagin needs another shed….. I wonder
why?
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My friend Bruce – a very fine Persian
Blue – and I have noticed that some
creatures seem to be doing very well in
the lockdown. Take ants for example!
We have never seen so many teeming
everywhere, some in the pub, and whole
colonies out in the garden. Bruce and
I watched a video on MewTube about
‘National Flying Ants Day’. But did you

know why it is also called the ‘Nuptial
Flight’? It happens when the virgin queens
leave their colony, they mate with male
ants-who die shortly after. The fertilised
female then lands and chews off the
males wings and then starts a new colony.
Charming! I mean, I could never do that
to Bruce! Seagulls love to eat the flying
ants, but the acid in the ants makes them
tipsy and some just fall out of the sky!
Haha! Imagine that. Flopdown or what!
Wasps seem to be having a buzzy time in
their stripy jimjams. They look like Dennis
The Menace in yellow jumpers. Nancy, the
landlady, likes them. There is a nest of
digging wasps just by the vegetable patch.
The merry buzzy rascals are probably the
reason her veg patch is doing so well as
the wasps are marmalising the pesky pests
that try to eat her lettuces. Bruce and I
watched them. They go buzzy-buzz, then
take off like Spitfires and head straight for
the courgettes and raspberries. They come
back to the next with swag bags of aphids
and greenfly to feed their wasplets.
Then there is that Buzzy Bozza Johnson
and his friend Jack Frost! He keeps talking
to that funny woman Michelle Barnier
from the European Onion. I really hope
they sort out a pussport system for cats

– Bruce and I really do need a holiday.
There should be prefurrrential rates for
cats, don’t you think?
And I do hope our library van comes again
soon. Bruce and I love putting on our
catmasks and pawgloves, before settling
down for a good read! You see cats are
so good for humans. We make you feel
relaxed and happy.
A famous cat called Bob recently went to
cat heaven – he was the dear friend of a
street musician called James Bowen and
saved James’s life. You can find the film
on MewTube. Exciting news! A Japanese
activist and cat lover, Tsuyoshi Inaba,
is building ‘Bob House’ – a shelter for
homeless people where they can stay with
their pets. Isn’t that Catabulous!
Until next time pusspots!

Monty
PS. What do you call a cat that lives in an
igloo?
An eskimew! Haha!

Bigbury
Heating & Plumbing
01548 810313
07737 328495
24 hour callout
Oil - LPG - Gas
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VENUS REOPENS

(Lower Car Park, Bigbury On Sea)

Enjoy our new indoor seating
opening early summer available for parties and
private hire.
See our website www.lovingthebeach.co.uk
for opening times and full menus.
Café: 01548 810141
Watersports: 01548 810535

A golden cove to
call your own...
with holiday home ownership at
Challaborough Bay Holiday Park

A few of our
favourite things about
Challaborough Bay
Holiday Park...
• Set in the lush and
beautiful South Devon,
these are the most idyllic
seaside getaways
• Dogs are welcome
year-round and we have
a walking meadow just
for them
• A golden, gently shelving
beach is moments from
your door

holiday homes from

£18,995*
TQ7 4HU

take the first step on your ownership journey...
Give us a call on 01548 800 475
Or visit us online at parkdeanresorts.co.uk/own-cha
12

*Prices vary between models and Parkdean Resorts parks. Subject to availability. All prices include VAT. Images are for illustration purposes.

Pop our postcode
into your Sat Nav

Our new building is finally complete
opening Saturday 25th July – apart from the
inevitable snagging. COVID guidelines
place extra conditions on indoor seating
so to manage it professionally, we will be
opening it up in the summer only from
4pm every day (unless raining when it will
be open all day) with a small but delicious
evening menu including coconut prawns
with a guava mayo, chilli squid, a plant
based tapas and our new Ultimate burger.
We are licensed and will have beer and
wine (by the bottle) available to accompany
your meal. The regular menu will also be
available.
Ordering will remain at the counter. Our
opening hours are 9am to 7pm (last orders)
every day. Credit & debit card payments
only please. Please use the hand gel
provided and observe the socially distancing
tape.’

Mike Smith
The Venus Company

CONNECTIVITY
HEXDOWN
For many years we used satellite internet
(BigBlu / Tooway / Europasat) because
the BT internet at Hexdown was so slow
and unreliable. The satellite was very
expensive and we had a limited amount of
data allowance per month. Because we are
low down in the valley at Hexdown, the
mobile signal is very weak. Last summer
we were having some work done to our
roof and, while the scaffolding was up, I
installed an external 4G aerial high up on
one of our chimneys. This gives us about
2/5 bars of service and a download speed
of about 4 Mbps. That’s enough to stream
video or film but the reliability of the service is affected by the number of users so
I’m expecting speeds during summer to be
slower. Data allowance and cost is determined by buying a mobile SIM card.
As a community at Hexdown, we have
also installed a broadband system that is
beamed by radio signal from Thurlestone
supplied by Bush Broadband. James and
Tom did a survey to determine whether
they can supply a consistent signal and
then installed a master receiver and a local
transmitter for all of the properties here.
Download speed for this varies between
12Mbps to 20Mbps - plenty enough to keep
my two teenagers happy and they offer an
unlimited data package which has, I think,
a very reasonable price. Though there have
been a couple of issues with the signal,
Bush Broadband have been very good at
dealing with any problems.Signal strength:
4G - 4/10 Bush - 9/10 Reliability: 4G 6/10 Bush - 8/10

Petrus Lindique

Home Buddies
Premier Second Home Care
Thinking of letting your holiday home?
Free consultation service and letting advice
• Full changeovers • Laundry
• Property management and key holding • Maintenance and gardening
• Bespoke and flexible approach • Advice on which agents to use

Are you 100% happy with your
changeover/cleaning team?
We are a small family business with many clients in Bigbury On Sea and
surrounding areas. We are based in Ringmore… minutes away from Bigbury!
Please call Lesley for a friendly chat…
mobile: 07836 329188 or email: harwood247@hotmail.com
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CONNECTIVITY

Experts in waterside living
for over 150 years.

(Nearly) Everyone in Bigbury is
complaining about poor phone signals,
internet speeds and reliability of the
internet. It may be helpful to find out
more about what is available. This report
aims to fill in some of the gaps in our
knowledge about what is on offer and
understand more about the difference
between the various options. Any updates
will be published in the September issue
of Bigbury News. It is disappointing to
discover how difficult it is to get a complete
picture of the issues and opportunities
available in simple language! Please write
in to Bigbury News if you have further
clarifications or questions.
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
The maps (top left and right) are from the
OfCom website with their information
about local internet speeds. Some of this
information is slightly out of date due to
the Wireless Fixed Access systems being
rolled out in Bigbury because people are
fed up with waiting for GigaClear’s fibre
optic cable. OfCom is the government
watchdog which licenses service providers
Advice & Complaints:
0300 123 3333 or 020 7981 3040
www.ofcom.org.uk/complaints/complainabout-phones-or-internet-services

TYPES of SYSTEMS capable of
providing internet services.
If, like me, you are struggling with all the
terminology to do with the various systems
and equipment used to provide internet
access, this makes it even more difficult
to decide on which system is likely to
improve your connectivity. Should you
swap systems now and tie yourself into a
contract for two years if a little patience
will offer a better option soon? Here is a
simple explanation of the five main types
of systems available to Bigbury. This may
help you have some more meaningful
discussions with internet service providers.
Thanks to Phil Shea for checking this for
me before publication.

More than you’re looking for.
Savills South Hams
01548 800462
sjchick@savills.com
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savills.co.uk

1. Copper network (ADSL)
Basic broadband access uses a copper
phone line connected to the Exchange.
This is the normal BT phone line into your
home. Many people in Bigbury pay BT
for a phone line and also buy an internet
broadband service down the same line
from BT. These old copper lines were
not designed to carry a lot of data and
service provision can also be interfered
with by trees touching the overhead lines
and damaging the protective covering
of the wires. This is only fixed if the
trees are ‘dealt with’. Open Reach, now
independent from BT, maintains the
physical telecommunication network for

CONNECTIVITY
BT etc. They will connect new customers
to this system.
I met up with an Open Reach technician
who explained that the signals came
from the Exchange through a network
of cabinets (those green boxes on the
side of the road). The strength of your
signal will depend on your distance from
these cabinets and whether these cabinets
are served by fibre optic cables or are
just linked to the exchange by the old
copper network. Ringmore, Thurlestone
and Churchstow benefit from fibre optic
cable which enables local cabinets to
be upgraded. This system of delivering
signals to homes is still constrained by
the physical nature of the copper wire
network from the cabinet and the number
of customers using it. This is called Fibre
To The Cabinet. (FTTC) - see information
below.

https://checker.ofcom.org.uk/broadband-coverage

VOIP
Copper lines are not the only way to
receive a telephone line. Your Internet
Service Provider (ISP) may be able to also
offer a link to the telephone exchange via
Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP). This
is likely to be much very much cheaper
than a line rental from BT. The VOIP
system is also more flexible and easier to
scale up.

2. Fibre Optic Cable
Fibre Optic Cables connect you straight
to the ‘Exchange’ via cables laid in the
ground and usually requires roads to be
dug up. After all the confusion - the big
news is that GigaClear will be connecting
Fibre To The Premises (FTTP) in those
roads in Bigbury Parish that already had
the roads dug up and junction boxes
installed outside their premises. Next
month Bigbury News hopes to publish a
map of the areas which will benefit.
Yellow arrows to these junction boxes
appeared on the roads in Easton about 4
weeks ago. Clarification of the meaning
of this is hard to find - but Bigbury News
is on the case! Cllr. Rufus Gilbert has,
however, confirmed that Connecting
Devon & Somerset (CDS) have allowed
(cont p 16)
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CONNECTIVITY
GigaClear to complete this programme
even though they had their contract
terminated elsewhere due to failure to
meet contractual obligations. It is as yet
unclear when this will happen and what
the connection charges and subsequent
monthly subscriptions will cost and what
the size of the packages (MBps - Megabits
per second) will be. Bigbury News is
awaiting a statement from GigaClear.
There are other improved internet options
available now and GigaClear will have
to offer a competitive deal to attract
customers. The Fixed Wireless Access
systems appear to be the next best options
(currently available) to Fibre Optic Cable
services. An alternative is to adapt the
4G mobile phone network providing your
premises get a reasonable mobile signal.
See below for more information.

230777
GAS

Ringmore benefits from a hybrid system
which has Fibre Optic Cable to one of
the two cabinets in the village (FTTC Fibre To The Cabinet) and subsequently
links the incoming broadband into the
copper wire network. Fast speeds come
from the cabinet linked to the Fibre Optic
Cable provided by Open Reach. To
benefit from faster speeds linked to this
cabinet, customers have to identify an
Internet Service Provider (ISP) who will
connect them and pay for this service.
The reliability of this service depends on
how far your premises are to the Cabinet.
Signal strength begins to drop off if you
are ore than 100 meters from the Cabinet.
BT has just got a new contract from CDS
(see page 29) to provide FTTC over the next
two years for key facilities such as schools

FLAMES
HEATING & PLUMBING
RINGMORE

C7492

OIL

• LPG, Natural Gas & Oil Boilers
• Fitted and Serviced
• Landlord Gas & Oil Certificates
• Boilers, Hobs and Cookers
• Fires (brochures available)
• Hot and Cold Water Tanks
• Pumps
• Showers
• All General Plumbing
EX BRITISH GAS CONTRACTOR WITH MANY
YEARS EXPERIENCE

REGISTERED, QUALIFIED ENGINEER

CALL RICHARD

T: 07500 898745
E: richgas@live.co.uk
COVERING RINGMORE, BIGBURY, KINGSBRIDGE AND ALL AREAS OF THE SOUTH HAMS
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and hospitals. This could mean that there
will be more opportunities for private
households to piggy back on this network
of Fibre To The Cabinet through Internet
Service Providers who may be allowed to
use them.
3. Satellite
A few people in Bigbury, in deep valleys,
out of the Line Of Sight (LOS) from the
local 4G Transceivers, have used satellites
with varied success. A satellite service
typically has slow response times and
streaming can be affected by the weather.
This requires a large dish to be sited on
the roof. It is now not the only option for
many rural locations. See below.
4. 3G, 4G or 5G
The G stands for Generation and refers
to development stages in the transmitting
equipment that sends the signal to
customers. This technology is safe (see
diagram on back cover). It was developed
primarily for mobile phones and is being
adapted (in rural areas where there is no
fibre optic cable network) to also provide
internet access. This adaption is achieved
by using a special modem (receiver) in
your home that will convert the signal
to make it carry internet signals as well
as mobile phone signals. The special
modem will require a SIM Card from a
mobile phone provider (EE, Vodaphone,
O2 etc) which offers a broadband service
(ISP) using this system. Although you
can buy an ‘unlimited data’ package from
the mobile phone provider, in practice
the data available is limited by who else
is currently using it locally and whether
the provider (EE etc) are “having trouble”
with their transceivers (transmitter aerial).
Transceivers which serve Bigbury are near
Ringmore and Thurlestone.
The physical position of your router
(receiver) within your premises, in relation
to the local transceiver will influence the
reliability and strength of your signal.
Move around your home to find the best
mobile phone signal to identify where the
router might best be positioned to intercept
the mobile signal which you now intend to
adapt to use for the internet as well. You
may benefit from an additional external
aerial on the roof, linked to the router.
These aerials can be either directional or
multi-directional depending on how easy
it is to line it up with the position of your
local 4G transceiver. You are likely to get
a stronger signal from a directional aerial.
The speed of this type of service varies for
individual customers depending on how
many local users are currently using it and
what they are using it for. The bandwidth
being transmitted from the 4G transceiver
is limited and there is no ‘scheduling”

CONNECTIVITY
which means it is used up on a ‘first come
first served basis’. At any one time the
strength of your signal depends on who
else in the entire reception area is using it
at that time (not just the number of people
using it in your house). Live streaming of
movies uses up a lot of bandwidth. This
system appears to be a very useful stop gap
but it inevitably has a short useful ‘shelf
life’ as more people join it.
5. Fixed Wireless Access
The Fixed Wireless Access system is
already available locally but not enough
people know about it and continue to
suffering slow and unreliable internet
speeds as a result. There are two local
service providers: SkyLight BroadBand
and Bush Broad Band.
Bigbury Golf Club has allowed SkyLight
Broadband to use the clubhouse roof
to position a receiver and two small
transmitters which will bounce signals into
St Ann’s Chapel and the surrounding
areas. Jason Pheasant, GM at Bigbury
Golf Club, explained that they wanted
to benefit local communities as part of
their new style of business which is more
inclusive and welcoming of the local
community and non- members. Jason
confirms connectivity at the golf Club
has improved vastly as a result. I met
with local brothers, Carl and Andrew
Morell who have set up the locally based,
SkyLight.Broadband.
The map (opposite) shows the current
reach of the SkyLight Broadband service.
If your property is in the light green zone
they can connect you up very quickly.
They are offering installations from about
£150 per site if you are in the current
‘green zone’ (see map) and they suggest
that this could be achieved within 2
weeks of a site visit. When asked about
reliability, Carl explained that “ All the
radios we fit to customers’ homes operate
in the 5.8GHz frequency band which is
more tolerant to weather conditions. We
only install a customer if we are able to
satisfy certain performance conditions
on the day which indicate that there is
enough margin to cope with changes in
weather so that the customer’s experience
is not impacted. We also install battery
back up systems at key positions in the
network to cover for power outages in rural
communities”.
When asked about whether the Fixed
Wireless Access system would be able
to compete with Fibre Optic Cable in
the future Carl responded “The FWA
technology is also developing as it
recognises the need to compete with Fibre
Optic Cable”. (cont. p29)

Visit the Nkuku Lifestyle Store

A unique and inspiring space
Discover our unique collection of homewares,
furniture and lighting. Each piece is
handcrafted by artisans using natural and
sustainable materials, using traditional
techniques. Our beautiful store is packed full
of unusual pieces from reclaimed cabinets and
mirrors to elegant tableware and hand woven
cushions to armchairs and sofas. Be the first to
visit our brand new furniture showroom, just
across the courtyard from the store.

VISIT US
Brockhill Barns, Harbertonford
Totnes, Devon TQ9 7PS
Tel: 01803 465365
Free parking.

NEW OPENING HOURS
Wednesday – Sunday | 10am – 4pm
Our cafe is currently closed, due to reopen later
this year.
We have taken extra measures for the safety
of our staff and customers. Expect a warm
welcome and a relaxed atmosphere.
Discover more at NKUKU.COM

H O M E WA R E S · L I G H T I N G · F U R N I T U R E · S O FA S
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Ringmore Gardening Services







Grass Cutting
Strimming
General Tidying
No job to small
Local, reasonable rates
Good references

Call Cameron on 07810 641800
E: Camhar1234@icloud.com

Avon Mill
Garden Centre • Café • B&B
䢢

䢢

Art & Crafts • Boutique • Florist 䢢

Woodland walks • Dogs welcome
Independent shops • Plenty of parking
Breakfasts, lunches & ‘ Devon Cream Teas ’
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BIGBURY CHICKS

During Lockdown, a number of people
in Bigbury and nearby villages hve been
donating fresh eggs and vegetables to
friends, neighbours and even complete
strangers. They have left messages on
social media to invite people to help
themselves from the drop off points. Fresh
eggs are such a joy.
Peggy has been fostering a young chick
which hatched from an egg in her care.
The hatchling was named Bee. Peggy
managed to obtain a friend (Boo) to
befriend her until they went back to her
son’s farm.
Karen’s flock of thirty hens are all rescued
chickens from a national organisation
which organises the re-homing of battery
hens. A few of them have damaged legs
from their time in the cages. But they are
all now enjoying their new life in Bigbury!
Chickens need to be protected from
predarors such as foxes, buzzards and
stoats. Karen also needs to protect them
from each other. Her three cockrels are in
separate pens because they fight fiercely
over the hens! Females can also fiercely
impose a ‘pecking order’ by pecking the
back of the necks of ‘lesser’ chickens!

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL SHELTER

Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001

countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE &
FURNITURE REMOVALS
We collect furniture donated to our
charity for re-sale.
We need volunteers for our shops
and warehouse Donations of cat
food welcome in Tesco and Morrison stores in Kingsbridge
THANK YOU
Photos:
Right Peggy Edgcombe with Boo & Bee;
Left: Karen Marshall with her thirty
rescued chickens and three cockerels.
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BIGBURY BIO BLOG

I have a mini-meadow of cornfield
annuals and some perennial
wildflowers that I’m beginning to
introduce more widely across the
garden e.g. in a wildflower lawn
area and a wildflower border (see
photo opposite). It’s lovely to know
other people are growing them too.
Meanwhile, I’ve been keeping a
journal of my attempts to introduce
wildflowers to the garden (lots of
hard lessons learned!) and I’ve just
uploaded it to a blog I’ve created here:
https://wildflowergardenchallenge.
blogspot.com
Jan Davies
Photos (opposite top) Wildflower beds
at Bigbury Gof Club and Meadow
Banks at Long Easton

I planted this wildflower patch this Spring
during that lovely dry hot spell-remember?!
(see photo above) At present it’s mostly
grasses, ox-eye daisies, yarrow, pink clover,
self-heal, ragged robin and a pyramidal
orchid.

Rachael Bucknill

Group accommodation with flexible indoor
space, on the Cresta Run, TQ7 4AP.
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Contact Cathy
01548 810079
info@bigburyholidays.co.uk
www.bigburyholidays.co.uk

WILD

ABOUT

FLOWERS!

“They carried out a
number of viewings
in short succession
which resulted in a
swift sale.”

“Thank you for
going the extra
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic
advice on valuation, regular feedback on
viewings and progress updates through to
completion – exactly what you want when
selling!”

I showed them from seed - do the same
every year. (see photo above)

“A belated thank you to you
for all your help and support
in finding us our new home.”

Johnny Morris

“We just wanted to take the
opportunity to say a big thank you to
you all for all your hard work in selling
our house. We really appreciated your
friendliness, patience and that you
work so well together as a team.”

Landowners in the Avon Valley are part
of the Avon Valley Project which is
trying to enhance and link up islands
of wildflower meadows and woods for
wildlife. To find out more visit:

www. devonwildlifetrust.org
You do not need to have a large area
to contribute to the effort needed to
enhance local biodiversity. Bigbury
Gardeners have a lot to offer as these
photos show.

01548 830831

Waterside Property
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HEDGEROW NEWS
HONEYSUCKLE (Lonicera)
Honeysuckle – friendly in the wild and at
home, where it can go a bit wild.
The Latin name is after Adam Lonicer,
a German physician, who identified it
in 1555. The English word honeysuckle
comes from the tradition of children
sucking honey from their delightful
flowers.
Honeysuckle is pollinated by moths at
night, when the scent is strongest, in
particular by hawk moths. Both butterflies
and bees love them. Their flowers have
been used for many medical conditions
– lowering fevers, inflammation of the
skin, rheumatism and acute conjunctivitis
to name a few. However, the berries are
poisonous to us. Not so to birds, especially
thrushes, warblers and bullfinches and
blackbirds.
Honeysuckle walking sticks are very much
valued – the plant is trained around a
young straight branch, leaving a spiral
imprint. They guarantee good luck and
Scottish music hall performers prized them
(why Scottish particularly? Harry Lauder
used a variety of weird and wacky sticks!).
Growing Honeysuckle near your home
encourages love, luck and wealth. It is
claimed to help a good marriage and often
used at weddings.
The scent of Honeysuckle is said to clear
the mind and stimulate psychic powers and
generosity, also to sweeten one’s mood.
Over your door they symbolise fertility but
don’t let your daughter near them or she
might have suggestive dreams!

Alice Taylor
Hedgerow Correspondent

25 Burgh Island Causeway: 35 bookings for 2019

Join the South Devon
holiday letting experts
Following our strongest year of bookings on record, we are
looking for new holiday home owners to work with us.
Contact us today to find out about the outstanding level of
year-round bookings, bespoke property management service
options, and award-winning local support we could offer you.
Find out more | 01548 802179
Order a free Owners Guide | coastandcountry.co.uk
Meet our team | Visit us in Salcombe or Dartmouth
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•

Sailing ahead.

•
•

For customers who expect more
from their estate agent.

•
•
•
01548 550400
sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

SOUTH HAMS’
LEADING
ESTATE AGENT

marchandpetit.co.uk

DARTMOUTH KINGSBRIDGE MODBURY
NEWTON FERRERS SALCOMBE
TOTNES
LETTINGS
01803 839190 01548 857588 01548 831163 01752 873311
01548 844473 01803 847979 01548 855599

PRIME WATERFRONT
& COUNTRY HOUSE
01548 855590

GREAT PRIDEAUX FARM
We are
based in
the South
Hams

Local Organic Beef Boxes

Plumbing • Heating

Plumbing & Heating Service
& Repair Boiler Replacement
Long experience of installing and servicing
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer

Delivered to your door

Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area

Tel: 01752 872 815 / 07973 427 602

Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com
Oftec Number C5324 Gas Safe Number 569656

j.sherrell@btinternet.com
Great Prideaux Farm, Membland, Newton Ferrers, PL8 1HP
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BEACH BANTER

We are now open at all 3 of our locations
- Bigbury kiosk, Causeway beach trailer
and Challaborough (Parkdean).
We’ve now got our XLSUP available for
hire too - from the beach trailer.
Family fun on the XLSUP. We have 2
available to hire It costs £60 for an hour
is is great for up to 8 people. It’s available
when we have calm conditions and we
give you a safety run down before you go
out.
All the best -

Annika and Martin
Discovery Surf
01548 810535 / 07966 849986
www.discoverysurf.com

Discovery Surf School

RNLI

Community
Life Saving South Hams

Coast to Coast
Water Safety
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Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island and Discovery Surf. Thank you.

BEACH BANTER
Photos: (below) Solar powered transceiver for
beach wifi from Bush Broadband allowing
contact-less payments at Discovery’s Beach
Trailer and the Beach Barista.

Photo: (above) Discovery Beach Trailer

Bigbury Car Park
contact-less payment code

3476

This year due to Covid-19 there will be
no RNLI lifeguards on the Causeway
side at Bigbury, however the lifeguards
at Sedgewell are doing their best to still
keep an eye as and when they can. We
recommend if going in the water head to
the flagged area on Sedgewell side.
With more people destined to stay in the
UK this year we are getting ready for a
busy season in the South Hams.
So far there have been some notable
first aid and rescues due to warm sunny
weather and at times high seas. This has
been a good test to our lifeguards early
on, quickly and successfully adapting to
working under new Covid guidance, with
extra PPE and precautions to pay mind
too.

Photo: (below) Ivan and Seb, RNLI life guards at Challaborough
keeping a close watch on people having fun in the water.

If visiting the beach please remain mindful
of social distancing, keep your distance
from lifeguards and their equipment unless
necessary. That said we are still here to
give advice and help when needed.
Swim and body-board between the red
and yellow flags, enjoy your self and stay
respectful to others around you.

Kate Doison
RNLI Lifeguard Supervisor

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island and Discovery Surf. Thank you.
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devoncow

.

graphic design

..

c-HAIJABOROUGD BAY
· . Tel: 01�48 81042:i
.

A friendly, fast, efficient, one-on-one design service.

Award-winning

Helping you to get the best from your
business or project.

FISH & CHIPS

• Adverts • Artwork • Banners • Branding
• Business Cards / Stationery
• Digital Art • Flyers • Invitations • Labels
• Leaflets • Logo Design • Menus • Posters • Signs
• T-Shirts • Wedding Stationery and more!

Pasties - Pizzas - Pies
.

Salcombe Dairy Ice Cream

Find out what the moo can do for you!

Beach Goods - Wet Suits

··

Dally midday to 1 Opm

'

Please take a mooch
at devoncow’s facebook page.
Regularly updated with
the latest projects and
creative ideas.

☞

I
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This service if free of charge only to
those who have made an
ANNUAL DONATION
to Bigbury News. Please contact
Henry Wainwright for information
about how to do this.
henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

Boards for -Hire

HOURS OF OPENING 1st April-end Oct
'

Maximum of 20 words description,
contact tel number and name to:
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

✆ 07856 550 239

✉ devoncowone@gmail.com
devoncow graphic design

LOCAL BUSINESSES

K I N G S B R I D G E
EYE CARE GROUP
1, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.

Tel: 01548 856854

Clinical Excellence
Full Eye Health Examinations
Contact Lens Specialists
Retinal Photography & Macula
Pigment Density Scan
Glaucoma Examinations
OCT Eye Scanning Examination
FREE Hearing Assessments
Luxury Designer Brands
Nigel Frost Optometrist
3, Chene Court
Modbury
01548 830944

Salcombe Eye Care
84, Fore Street
Salcombe
01548 843207

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk
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AYRES HAYNES

ARCHITECTS
Planning advice
&
Full Architectural services

Tel. 01752 408051

Email. admin@ayreshaynes.com
Web. www.ayreshaynes.com

I
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BIGBURY

CONNECTIVITY - (continued from p 17)
Skylight Broadband currently offers the
following packages: 45 Mbps at £50 per
month and 30 Mbps at £30 per month with
unlimited access data usage.
Unlike the 4G systems which comes from
mobile phone masts use the copper wires
and are not ‘scheduled’ (so its first come
first served) - the FWA systems has been
purposely developed for scheduled access.
This means that you get what you pay for
and access is much more reliable. To avoid
unnecessary complaints, SkyLight have
invested in the top of the range equipment,
using the Cambium Network systems
known for its reliability. SkyLight works
with a third party to provide a telephone
line via Voice Over Internet Protocol
(VOIP). This costs about £2.50 per month
for the ‘line’ rental, whereas the BT line
rentals are about £18 per month. Your
existing land line number can be simply
transferred to VOIP.
I also met up with Bush Broadband who
set up the Hexdown network (p13) to find
Tom Hills who was setting up a contactless payment system for the Tucker’s
car-park field at the bottom of Folly Hill.
They were using a line of sight wireless
connection from an aerial above the beach.

Photo (above) Andrew Morrell (left) Carl Morrell (right)
at Bigbury Golf Club - see area distribution aerial and area receiver on roof:

Photo (below) Compact equipment needed at a domestic dwelling.

Another (solar powered) transceiver in
the area allows Discovery Surf and other
vendors to receive contact-less payments.
It also provides a public wifi service on
the beach (£1.20 for the first hour and less
hourly for a longer periods). T
Tom believes they can devise a system
to reach anywhere in Bigbury Parish to
deliver 15 to 20 MBs.
Installation costs per household are usually
£350 plus VAT but could be as high as
£2000 for more difficult locations.

I hope the Connectivity information in this
issue helps Readers find a better solution
soon.

Louise Wainwright

Photo (right) : Tom Wills
Bush Broadband
www.bushbroadband.com
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SOUTH HAMS HOSPITAL - LEAGUE of FRIENDS
Donations of Face Masks
Alison Seldon (centre) together with
Jenny Field set up a project in Loddiswell
to make Face masks. They have now
distributed approaching 1,500 masks
to the local community. Judy, who has
been helping with this project, arranged
for masks to be delivered to the hospital.
These masks are being given to anyone
arriving without one and protects valuable
hospital supplies. The Friends are
donating to this project as a contribution
towards the purchase of materials, and
thanks go to everyone who has given up
their time to make these masks.

At the start of the pandemic South Hams
Hospital in Kingsbridge was put on
standby to receive additional patients from
Derriford and many extra inpatient beds
were installed. Fortunately the additional
beds were not needed for the pandemic and
our 12 beds continued in use as normal.
However, the extra beds have been retained
as a precautionary plan in case of a need
in the Autumn. It is obviously hoped this
will not happen, but better to be prepared.
The Minor Injuries Unit continues to be
used as normal. Hours are 7 days a week
9a.m. to 5 p.m. and saves our patients the
long trip to Derriford. Anyone needing

to use this facility outside of normal
hospital opening hours should go
directly to the unit, to the left side of the
hospital, press the intercom and wait for
instructions.
Outpatient departments are slowly
returning, hampered by the current need
for social distancing. Some clinics are
using tele-consultations by telephone or
video link, which minimises physical
contact and can be more convenient to
the patient. We do suggest patients who
attend clinics check if they can be seen at
Kingsbridge to save them the long trips
elsewhere. This is not always made clear.
The Friends are very pleased to
announce that the Land we have been
able to purchase for extra car parking for
staff is now in use. This has been a long
project in order to buy the land, obtain
the necessary permissions, and ensure all
the safety aspects including insurance,
signage and lighting are in place. It does
provide parking for 8 cars and releases
extra parking in the main parking area
for the public. There will be a formal
opening of the Car Park and we will
publish more details in due course.
Through the generosity of the people of
the South Hams the Hospital Friends
are proud to be able to continue to invest
money into the much valued facilities at
South Hams Hospital.

Daphne Jefferson
The South Hams Hospital League of
Friends Chairman

Colin Pincombe
colinpincombe@gmail.com
www.shhlof.co.uk
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL - meeting minutes
14th July 2020 at 7.30 pm via video link (ZOOM)
PRESENT: Cllrs: E Huntley (EH) (Chair),
G Rosevear (GR), S Smith (SS), C Case
(CC), V Scott (VS), S Watts (SW), D. Cllr.
R. Gilbert (RG), Cllr. B Taylor (BT), Clerk
I. Bramble, (IB) and Richard Mathews and
five other members of the public.

hard to restart, regrow and reset Tourism,
Retail, Construction and Agriculture Food
and Drink.
BROADBAND
Mobilisation of new CDS Devon and
Somerset contract set for early 2021. There
are six lots to tender for individually or as
1.0 Declaration of Interest
a group. There is plenty of interest with
CC declared an interest in agenda items
contract completion by December 2024.
9a, 9b and 9d. No further declarations of
BT Gainshare has provided £6 Million to
interest were noted at this point.
date which has allowed an additional 2,000
hard to reach properties to be connected.
2.0 Apologies for absence: KH
The take up has been 65% as against
the national average of 61% which has
3.0 Approval of Minutes of previous
improved the Gainshare monies. I am not
monthly meeting held on June 6th, 2020
sure any of this is applicable to Bigbury as
VS proposed these Minutes be accepted as a you are being connected by Gigaclear. Still
true and accurate record. SS seconded this
it may be of interest. Finally, I’m not aware
proposal which was duly agreed to by all
of any outstanding local issues….?
Councillors.
6.0 District Councillor’s report
4.0 Matters arising from Minutes of
BT reported that government financial
previous meeting held on June 6th, 2020
assistance to compensate up to 75% of
(matters not completed or covered as a topic 95% of lost car parking income has made a
in this agenda)
significant improvement to revenue for this
year and this will be reflected also in 5 year
Disabled parking in proximity of Venus
financial forecasts. BT further commented
Café – EH has met with SHDC officers
that discretionary funds granted to date
to discuss allocation of 2-3 disabled bays
have meant 231 businesses have so far
at the top of the car park to allow users
benefited. There are still residual moneys
to enjoy uninterrupted views from the
available, for which applications have been
car park without the need to leave their
received. SHDC Locality Funds remain
cars. PC is awaiting confirmation of this
intact and BT confirmed that the parish had
space allocation. VS mentioned weed
now received £500 in respect of skip hire
growth in this area which SHDC seems
costs.
to have simply pushed aside but without
permanently clearing them. EH reported
7.0 Finance – payments to be made and
that dog control site posters were not
approval of financial statements GR
proving to be effective and this has been
proposed the following payments be
raised with SHDC. After discussion SHDC approved. This was seconded by SS and
has indicated it will clean Bigbury Car Park agreed to by all Councillors:
during the day and into the early evening
and possibly also at weekends.
£ 33.48 British Telecom-line rental and
broadband (direct debit)
£ 70.00 Kingsbridge Website 1 year
5.0 County Councillor’s report
RG had kindly submitted the written update hosting package (cheque no. 1273 already
issued)
below before the meeting and invited
£540.00 R. Mathews- salary for 3 months
questions in respect of this update. None
ending 30th June 2020
were received.
£283.64 R. Mathews- expenses for 3
months ending 30th June 2020
COVID 19
£ 85.00 A. Tanner- internal audit fee.
Devon is 146th out of 150 areas at risk
£200.00 Hope Cove Lifeboat-annual
in England, so at present is very low
donation as agreed in precept
risk. As at 30th June there were now two
positive cases per week. The Government
The cash book for the period has been
has placed responsibility for local Covid
uploaded onto the Bigbury community
19 outbreaks with upper tier authorities.
website and IB confirmed the key numbers
Devon (DCC) has an advanced ‘Local
and indicators to be:
Management Plan’ LOMP in place should
it become necessary.
Cash book and bank statements to
ECONOMY
reconciled at £35,402.32
About 30%of workers in Devon have been
Working surplus £20,402.44
furloughed or made redundant, with up
to 90% in Tourism. Tourism = 5.5% of
9.0 Planning related matters
Devon’s economy and employs 12% of the
a) 1831/20/FUL, Folly Hill, Bigburyworkforce being about 63,000.
on-Sea. EH confirmed that 5 Parish
DCC Economy (my portfolio) is working

Councillors had visited the site (socially
distancing) but did not enter the existing
property, to be demolished and replaced
by the above development. VS expressed
concerns over possible light pollution from
external lighting and also over the age and
integrity of the sceptic tank and that these
concerns should be noted in the Parish
Council response. SS proposed support ,
seconded by VS, which was supported by all
councillors.
b) 1738/20/FUL, Barn, Higher Easton
Farm, St Anns Chapel. GR had visited
the site, commented and proposed
support, which was seconded by SS. It
was unanimously supported by councillors
present.
c) 1603/20/ARC, Higher Easton Farm,
(ARC). SHDC will remove planning
conditions and a new full application will be
submitted at which time the Parish Council
will comment.
d) 1694/20/AGR, Lower Willings Farm,
Bigbury. Cllr. Case left the meeting, did
not take part in the discussion, nor vote
on the development. VS advised that an
application for prior approval had now
been made Ref: 2001/20/PAA. This
sought to provide justification for the
development and its siting. It referred to
alternative sites Having been considered
but did not provide any detail in relation to
which sites had been considered or detailed
reasons demonstrating why these were not
appropriate. The only real justification
in favour of the proposed site was that it
enjoyed good traffic access.
With regard to the proposal 1694/20/
AGR, considered at this meeting and to
which the below comments apply , VS
commented that her concern was that other
unidentified sites had been referred to but
did not contain sufficient information and
detail to demonstrate the reasons they
were considered not appropriate for the
development. The only real justification for
this proposed site was that it enjoyed good
traffic access. The location proposed is in
a dominating, widely visible position in the
landscape and within the line of sight of
two important viewpoints (please see Clerks
note). The proposal was also contrary
to Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan Policies
BP9-Agricultural Development (p.21) and
BP19-AONB (p.31). VS commented too
that public notices had been positioned
badly, in sites rarely used by parishioners.
This poor positioning was considered to be
a reason for the lack of parishioner response
to the proposal.
GR proposed objection, seconded by
VS, for the above reasons and that it
contravened policies BP9 and BP19 in the
adopted Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan as
well as a harmful effect on the AONB.
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL - meeting minutes
11th March 2020 at 7.30 pm at Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel
One parish councillor supported the
proposal with the point made that the parish
is in a farming area, that the South Hams is
as it is because of its land management by
farmers and therefore worthy of support for
those reasons. 4 councillors supported the
proposal for objection and one abstention
was recorded. Because of a personal interest
and pecuniary Cllr Case was not present
for discussion of this development and
therefore did not vote.
e) 1882/20/ARC, Land at SSX663 471,
East of Pickwick Inn (ARC)
Reserved matters; details received with no
need for further comment.
f) 1887/20/ARC, Land at SSX663 472,
East of Pickwick Inn (ARC)
Reserved matters; details received with no
need for further comment.
g) Herb Heaven The development is in
Aveton Gifford parish and an enforcement
notice exists on this site. GR noted that
additional structures had gone up but that it
was a development upon which AG would
comment to SHDC planners.
h) Play Park.
To be further discussed at September’s
meeting and the meantime IB to check on
Covid 19 policies for Play Parks and public
spaces prevailing at that time.
i) Up-date on Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
There was nothing specific to discuss
within the NP but VS recommended that
the Parish Council establish a Review
Committee, modelled on the Committee
that Thurlestone Parish had established,
to meet quarterly to monitor the efficacy
of their NP, with a view to noting such
changes felt to be appropriate to be
incorporated in it at its 5 year review stage.
VS proposed support for a Bigbury Parish
Review Committee, seconded by GR, with
two Parish Councillors nominated to sit
on it alongside 3 parishioners. VS was
proposed to chair the committee, who then
proposed SW as Vice Chairman. The Parish
Council supported these three proposals
unanimously.
10.0 Crossstream GR commented that
there was nothing to add to previous
comments already recorded
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11.0 Sedgewell Slipway.
IB is to obtain quotes for the repainting of
lines and markings on the slipway.
Cllr Watts-Update on Bigbury
12.0)
Coronavirus Support Group (BCSG)
activities SW Continues to post updates
on the Community website and asked that
the PC consider a payment of £35 to Mr
G. Ross in respect of the costs to him over

the last 15weeks of voluntarily collecting
and delivering prescriptions to those
parishioners unable to leave their homes.
GR proposed support for this, seconded
by SS with unanimous support from other
councillors present.

Council and that no further equipment was
thought to be needed at present.

13.0 Allocation proposals for SHDC
Covid 19 grant.
Potential present uses for this money
were discussed and the question raised
about whether money had to be spent
by a deadline date. Richard Mathews
commented that there is no deadline date
as such but that a future date SHDC had
to write to the government should monies
remain unspent, to explain why. That
being the case further discussion took place
about holding back subsequent requests in
the event of money being needed later if a
‘second wave’ occurs. GR proposed that
subsequent requests be carried forward. SS
seconded this with the addition that the
position should be reviewed monthly by the
PC. The PC unanimously supported these
proposals.

20.0 Outgoing Clerk confirmed the internal
audit had been reviewed and approved
by our authorised auditor and that the
accounting statement was subsequently
approved by the members of the Parish
Council

19.0 Agenda Items for next meeting.
Bigbury Court Farm.

*Clerk’s note; Ref 1694/20/AGR: VS has
confirmed, that the views referred to are
referenced 24 and 25 in Appendix 12, p.97
of the Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan.
The meeting closed at 9:40 pm.
The next meeting is to be held on
WEDNESDAY September 9th at 7:30pm

Bigbury Parish Council

14.0 VJ Day celebrations.
The PC felt the likelihood is that it would
be not possible to celebrate as planned
particularly as Covid 19 guidelines still
severely restrict mass gatherings, which
social distancing rules make more difficult.
15.0 Cllr Rosevear- St Lawrence Burial
Ground. Until the next Diocesan Meeting
takes place, probably in the early autumn
there was little point in further discussion
until then.
16.0 Bigbury News Funding.
GR has recently reviewed Bigbury News
(BN) accounts and will continue to keep
a watching brief over them. The PC felt
that the fund should not be building a
surplus nor that the PC continues to fund
into a surplus. The next review should be
at the end of the year prior to setting the
next precept. Also noted was that BN has
contacted all advertisers to offer a 25%
discount on advertising rates in respect of
Covid 19 effects on business and that it may
therefore be necessary to add support to BN
but that this would be considered at the end
of year review. SS suggested that eventually
the PC retain control of money in the fund.
17.0 Open Session.
No comments or questions from those
attending were raised.
18.0) Correspondence received.
Received from ‘London Hearts’ was an
invitation to apply for up to £200 towards
funding for a defibrillator. It was noted
that the parish has already installed three
defibrillators with funding for them had
largely raised privately, outside the Parish

challonscombemeat@gmail.com
07784 427790
01548 550044
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BIGBURY

SUPERFAST
BROADBAND

Local wireless internet service provider covering South Devon
Specialist in bringing Superfast broadband to rural locations wirelessly.
Join our Wireless Fibre Revolution and bring your landline
telephone too, let’s make poor speeds and expensive line
rentals a distant memory by breaking free of those copper lines.

Thinking of letting your
holiday home?

Call Skylightbroadband today, we can make a difference!

01626 798225

info@skylightbroadband.com | www.skylightbroadband.com

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist
Looking for more from your holiday
cottage agency? Then speak to
award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.
Our experienced team of property
managers have the knowledge to
ensure that your investment fulfils its
potential throughout the year.
Call us now for free and honest advice.

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

CONTACT

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
for advertising rates
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HOLYWELL

FACE MASKS
available at
HOLYWELL
STORES
 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 All Hard Floor Cleaning
 Domestic & Commercial
Cleaning
 Window Cleaning & Gutter
Vaccuming
 Ground & High Level Pressure
Washing
 Valeting
 Holiday Home Changeover &
Caretaking Packages
Tel: 01548 854313
Email: info@fine-shine.com

3G, 4G and 5G are safe because it
would need a frequency 100 million
times greater than the top band of
5G to be able to penetrate human
skin to the same effect as a sunny
day. The low frequency of 5G
means it cannot penetrate the skin
at all. The frequency would have to
increase 10 billion times higher to
penetrate the skin (like an x ray).

